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MASHIACH & OLAM HABA
PART 1 - MAIMONIDES AND THE RATIONALISTS

vhju kjr ,arsn

A] THE 12TH IKAR

1.tcha uk vfjt vz kf ot vnvn,ha p�gtu jhanv ,thcc vnka vbuntc ihntn hbt
ch ihntn hbt

2. - rag ohbav suxhvu - rjth tku tcha ihntvk tuvu /jhanv ,unhI ºk�v �F �j ÆV �n �v �n �,  h�o  t(d:c euecj) 'cume .e uk o �GUh tku '
u,cvtu 'u,kusdc ihntvku /�ihme hcajn ka i,gs jup,, ohrnt ohnfjv /«utuc inz ivn thmuvk ,utrenv Ua �r«ph tku
rat vru,v czfn - urcs kzkzn ut epx uc khy �na hnu /hftkn sgu vann thcb kf hsh kg uc rc 0sa vn hpf 'uhkg vkp,vu

u ogkc ,arpc aurpc uc v 1s �ghohcmb o,thn kfu /sujhc vnka grznu 'susn tkt ktrahk lkn iht hf vzv suxhv kkfnu /
uhthcb hrcscu wvc rpuf ,tzv vjpanv rcs kg ekuja

ihrsvbx vban 'ekj �pk vnsev - o�cnr

The essential elements of the 12th Ikar are: (i) confidence that Mashiach will come; (ii) not trying to predict the actual
date of his coming; (iii) appreciating the greatness of Mashiach and the era of Mashiach; (iv) davening for Mashiach; (v)

that a Jewish king cannot be from any family other than that of David and Shlomo
1

B] THE MESSIANIC ERA -VS- OLAM HABA

3.z  r 1n4t5B 5J 't1C �v o1kIg 1v h�H �j�k v1U �t �,  v �u sh  u 1S V �n 1T v 1N �f �uoh  H �j . 5r 5t �C wv-cUy �C ,It �r k 'h  T �b �n4t 5v t�kUk  dh'zf ohkhv,)(UbUgh  sIv r1c �F  /
QUr1C JIs 1E �v t1k �t V 1n �m1g �u V1h �p1h �u V1k �s1D �g �sIh ih �t �u 'V1h �r1C k �g V1dh  ¬ �v�k o 1s 1t1C �jIF ih �t t1C �v o1kIg 1v , �cIY 5J oh bIJt  r 1v oh  n1fBj
Q5k 5N �v ,Inh  C k �t 1r �G h i 5v1C ih  b �v B 5J ';UD�K 5J oh  r1c �s k t1k �t i1bh �t 'k �t 1r �G h�k oh  th  c�B �v i 5v1C ih  t �C�b �,  N 5J ,IcIY �v k1F 5J �u `IS �c�k tUv

k �t 1r �G h�k v1k 1J �n 5N �v r«z �j �T 5J i 1n �z  C ' �jh  J 1N �v

r �nIt Uv1h �g �J�H 5J tUv  /iIh �n  S �C V 1,It U,Bj �p h t«K 5J h �s �F 'oh  th  c�B �v 1vUN  s t«k �u 'iIh �n  s �u Q 5r�g V1k ih �t 't1C �v o1kIg 1v h�H �j , �cIy k1cBt
 Ik-v �F �j �n k 'v 5GBg �h--W �,1kUz oh  v«k4t 'v 1, 1t 1r-t«k i  h �g"(d'sx uvhgah)   V 1,It v 1G1g t1k �t 'th  c1b ih �g V 1,It v 1,Bt 1r t«K 5J v1cIY �v r �nIk �F

 't1C �v o1kIg 1v k1cBt ' �jh  J 1N �v ,Inh k t1k �t Ut �C�b �, b t«k i1K0F oh  th  c�B �v k1F 'oh  n1fBj Ur �n 1t  /Ik v 5F �j �N 5J o 1s 1t1k oh  v«k4t 1vi  h �g"
W �,1kUz oh  v«k4t 'v 1, 1t 1r-t«k".

z:j vcua, ,ufkv o"cnr
We have almost no understanding of the nature of Olam Haba.  The prophecies in Tanach refer to Yemot HaMashiach,

which is part of Olam Hazeh

4.:tkt - !ahjf ajfn tv - vynv ahna, tnhkht ?htns ahna, /ahna,u 'ana ',ca :iv ukt 'tcv okugv ihgn vaka
ohceb ahna,

:zb ,ufrc

• What are the 3 things that Chazal compare to Olam HaBa?

• What is the essence of the comparison?

5.?,cac kfth ifhvn ,ca crgc jry tka hn ',cac kfth ,ca crgc jrya hn
 /d vrz vsucg

1. Note the possible anti-Christian message here since according to at least some Christian traditions, lineage was traced to King David through his son Natan 
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6.ihkeryk xbf,a hsf ruszurpc lnmg ie,v tcv okugv hbpc ruszurpk vnus vzv okugv rnut cegh hcr 

zy vban s erp ,uct ,fxn vban

7.jur ,rue ka ,jt vga vphu tcv okugv hhj kfn vzv okugc ohcuy ohagnu vcua,c ,jt vga vph rnut vhv tuv
 :vzv okugv hhj kfn tcv okugc

zh vban s erp ,uct ,fxn vban

• Which is ‘better’? This world or the next?

C] WHAT IS THE MESSIANIC ERA?

8. t/k �t 1r �G h h �j �s b . �C �e �nU 'J 1S �e  n v�bIcU 'v1bIJt  r 1v v1k 1J �n 5N �v V1b �J1h�k sh  u 1S ,h �C ,Uf�k �n rh  z �j �v�kU 's«nBg�k sh  ,Bg �jh  J 1N �v Q5k 5N �v
/v 1rIT �C v 1rUnBt 1v i 1,1u �m  n k1f �F ,Ik �cIh �u ih  Y  n �J ih  GIg �u ',Ib1C �r 1e ih  ch  r �e �n  :o 5s«E  n Uh 1v 5J �F 'uh 1n1h �C oh  y1P �J  N �v k1F ih  r �zIj �u

h �rBv 5J  :Ub �C �r v 5J«n �cU v 1rIT �C t1k �t 'r �pIF tUv s1c�k  C oh  th  c�b r 1t �J  C t«k - I, 1th  c�k v 5F �j �n Ubh �t �J h  n It 'IC ih  nBt �n Ubh �t �J h  n k1f �u
" r 1n4t5B 5J 'uh1k1g v 1sh  g �v v 1rITv �m �e  C 'WBj �S  b v 5h �v  h-o  t / / / oh  N �g 1v-k1F  n W �m 5C  e �u 'c 1J �u `W 5nBj  r �u 'W �,Uc �J-, 5t Wh 5v«k4t wv c 1J �u

/ / / Wh 5v«k4t wv WBth  c4v 5u  /W 5j 1E  h 'o 1L  nU 'Wh 5v«k4t wv W �m 5C �e �h 'o 1L  n--o  h 1n 1L �v "(v-d'k ohrcs)o 5v 'v 1rIT �C oh  J 1r«p �N �v oh  r1c �S �v UK �t �u  /
oh  th  c�B �v k1F h �s�h k �g Ur �n �t5B 5J oh  r1c �S �v k1F oh k�kIF

�t vfkv th erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

The Messianic Era for the Rambam involves: (i) restoration of the dynasty of David; (ii) re-building the Temple; (iii) the
ingathering of exiles; (iv) the restoration of the halachic system to its full application 

D] THE NON-MIRACULOUS NATURE OF THE MESSIANIC ERA

9.doh  r1c �s  C t5mIH �f �u 'oh  , �n v5H �j �n It 'o1kIg1C oh  r1c �S J �S �j �nU 'oh  , �pInU ,I,It ,IGBg�k Qh  r1m ' �jh  J 1N �v Q5k 5N �v 5J Q 1T �g �S k �g v5kBg�h k �t 
t1c�zIF i 5c�K 5J uh1k�F t �GIb v1h 1v tUv �u 'v1h 1v v1b �J  n h �n �f �j �n kIs1D o1f 1j v1ch  eBg h  C  r h �rBv 5J--i�F r1c 1S �v ih �t `oh  r �nIt oh  J �P  Y �v 5J UK �t
i1uh �F `,IbIuBg1C d �r �v5B 5J s �g ' �jh  J 1N �v Q5k 5N �v tUv �J IrIS h �n �f �j k1f �u tUv v 1N  s �u  / �jh  J 1N �v Q5k 5N �v tUv �J 'uh1k1g r �nIt v1h 1v tUv �u 'Q5k 5N �v

/, �pIn t«k �u ,It t«k 'oh  n1fBj UB 5N  n UkBt 1J t«k �u ' �jh  J 1n Ubh �t �J g �sIb 'd �r �v5B 5J

t«k �u 'i 5vh�kBg ih  ph  xIn ih �t �u 'oh  n1kIg h �n�kIg�kU 'o1kIg�k oh B �T �J  n 1vh 5y1P �J  nU 1vh 5E 0j ih �t ,t«Z �v v 1rIT �v 5J  :i 5v v1f1F 'oh  r1c �S �v r �eh  g �u
/xIrIeh �pBt�u g 1J 1r ht �S�U �C v5z h �rBv--i 1yUJ �P  n ,Iu �m  N�K 5J oh  r1c �S �v th  mIv �u v 1rIT �C oh b 1P v1K  D 5J It ' �g �rID It ;h  xIN �v k1f �u `i 5v �n ih  g �rID

�c vfkv th erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

10. tId 1v�b  n �F o1kIg t1k �t `,h  Jt �r �C v 5GBg �n �C JUS  j o 1J v5h �v h It 'o1kIg1K 5J Id 1v�b  N  n r1c 1S k �y1C h ' �jh  J 1N �v ,Inh  C 5J c�K �v k �g v5kBg�h k �t 
 v1h �g �Jh  C r 1n4t5B 5J v5z �u /Q�kIv". 1C �r  h h  s �D-o  g r �n1b �u 'G 5c 5F-o  g c �t �z r1d �u" (u:th uvhgah)ih  c �JIh k �t 1r �G h Uh �v H 5J - r1c 1S �v i�h �b  g  /v 1sh  j �u k 1J 1n '

 r 1n4t5B 5J :r �n1b �u c �t �z  C oh kUJ �N �v 'o1kIg 1v h�g �J  r o  g j �y5c1ko 5vh �r 1g-k �g s �e«J r �n1b--o �s �s 1J �h ,Ic 1rBg c �t �z" "(u:v uvhnrh)o1K0F Ur �z �j�h �u  /
" r 1n4t5B 5J 'k �t 1r �G h �F , �j�b �C r 1T 0N �v r1c 1S Uk �ft«h t1k �t 'U,h  j �J�h t«k �u Uk«z �d h t«k �u ', 5n4t 1v , �s�ki 5c 5T-k �ft«h r 1e 1C �F 'v�h �r �t �u "uvhgah `z'th uvhgah)

 /(vf'vx'k 1J 1n Uh 1v r1c 1S v5zh �t�k k«F�k g �s1U h �jh  J 1N �v Q5k 5N �v ,Inh  cU `o 5v oh k 1J �n ' �jh  J 1N �v i�h �b  g �C ih  cU, �F �v oh  r1c �S �v UK �t �C t5mIH �F k1F i�f �u 
i 5v1C zUn 1r i1h �b  g v �nU

cs1c�k  C ,IH  f�k �n sUC �g  J t1k �t ' �jh  J 1N �v ,Inh k v5Z �v o1kIg 1v ih �C ih �t 'oh  n1fBj Ur �n 1t 
�c-t vfkv ch erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam sees Yemot Hamashiach very much as part of this world - a non-miraculous continuation of our current

existence, but ushering in an era of world peace.  He emphasizes in particular that the halachic system will not change

11.vih hUm �n oh B �sBg �N �v k1f �u 'v �C �r �v , �g �P �J 0n v5h �v  T v1cIY �v 5J - ,Ur �j �, �u v 1t�b  e t«k �u v 1n 1j�k  n t«k �u c1g 1r t«k o 1J v5h �v h t«k 'i 1n �Z �v I,It �cU 
r1p1g5F

�v vfkv ch erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

The Messianic era will also one in which there is no world hunger.  Taken together with the Rambam’s picture of a
non-miraculous Messianic era, this is a pointed social comment on the cause of poverty and starvation today - not that

there are insufficient resources to go around but that there is an unwillingness to share the resources that we have

To download more shiurim and source sheets visit www.rabbimanning.com



s�xc3  rabbi@rabbimanning.com                                   dbhbn ovrct - 5786

12.- hgha,v suxhuvbnn grdh tku vc ; �x«u, h tku 'v,kuz wv ,tn vru, tuc, tku 'k �y 0c, tk van ,ru, ,tza tuvu /kuycv 
 rnt 'aurhpc tku cu,fc tk/// ubnn grd, tku uhkg ;xu, tk

ihrsvbx vban 'ekj �pk vnsev - o�cnr

The Rambam’s insistence on no fundamental changes in nature in the Messianic era is consistent with the 9th Ikar which

requires that the Torah can never change.  A fundamental shift in nature would require a fundamental shift in Torah.  

More critically, the Rambam’s first 3 Ikarim - proving G-d’s existence, his Unity and his Incorporeality - are based on

rational and philosophical constructs which assume existence in the way that we have always understood it.  If there is

to be a seismic shift in the nature of reality, these 3 Ikarim may also be undermined and the Rambam’s proofs for G-d

could disappear.  For these reasons too, a non-changing reality in the Messianic Era is essential for the Rambam 

13. /ivc uznr ihbg vnu 'kan vhv rcs vz htk kfk gsuh jhanv lknv ,unhcu //////s"ctrv ,dav vru,c cu,f tkvu t"t trehu)

(u:uf .rtv in vgr vhj h,cavu?!
 �t vfkv ch erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

The Ravad objects that the Torah itself prophesies the change of animal nature in the Messianic Era, which presumably

(as a verse in the Chumash, rather than Navi) cannot be interpreted as a mashal (or can it?)

14.vru, hanuj vanjf ,nhhe thv hrv r,xt ,khdnn .uj jhanv ,unhk kychk ihsh,g ohcu,fv kfu ohthcbv hrpx kf
 rntba kych ,urmv iurfz kfa p"gtu 'okugk ihkyc ibhta vp kgca vru, ka ,ufkvfu(v"x uvhgah) ,urmv ujfab hf

hbhgn ur,xb hfu ,ubuatrv rntba ukych tk ohrupv hnh '(wy r,xt)tk orfzu ohsuvhv lu,n urcgh tk vktv ohrupv hnhu 
ogrzn ;uxh /:kychk ihsh,g ohcu,fvu ohthcbv hrpx kf :s"ctrv ,davkfn rpx kych tk hf 'vz tuv ,uyuhsv rcs t"t 

rucmc v,ut ,urekn kyc, tk vkhdn ovc ,urekn ohrpx rta ukych ukhpt urnt lf kct 'sunk uc ihta rpx ihta ohrpxv
jh vfkv c erp vfubju vkhdn ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam does however rule that the books of Nach will be abolished in the times of Mashiach.  Interestingly, the

Rava’ad here disagrees

E] THE PROCESS OF THE MESSIANIC ERA

15.sV1C Q�kh�k k �t 1r �G h k1F ;«f1h �u 'v 5P k �g �C 5J �u c 1, �f  C 5J v 1rIT h  p �F 'uh  c 1t sh  u 1s �F ,Iu �m  N �C e �xIg �u v 1rIT �C v5dIv sh  u 1S ,h �C  n Q5k 5n s«nBg�h o  t �u 
J 1S �e  n v1b1cU 'uh 1ch  c �X 5J ,IN 0t 1v k1F j �M b �u ' �jh k �m  v �u v 1G1g o  t  : �jh  J 1n tUv �J , �e �z 5j �C v5z h �rBv - wv ,In 1j�k  n o �j1K h �u 'V 1e �s  C e �Z �j�kU

/ht �S�U �C �jh  J 1n v5z h �rBv -k �t 1r �G h h �j �s b . �C  e �u 'InIe �n  C

oh  r �J �F �v oh  n�k �L �v sh  u 1S ,h �C h�f�k �n k1f �F tUv h �rBv�u 'v 1rIT uh1k1g v 1jh  y �c  v 5J v5z Ubh �t �J �gUs1H �C - d �r �v5b It 'v«F s �g �jh k �m  v t«k o  t �u
r �r1c�kU i 5v1C ;Ir �m k 'Uk �J1F h oh kh  F �G �N �v-i  nU" r 1n4t5B 5J 'oh  C �r IC ,IX�b�k t1k �t tUv QUr1C JIs 1E �v Ish  n �g  v t«k �u  /U, �N 5J

 "s�gIN�k 'sIg-h  F  :. �e ,�g- Ps �g--i �C�k�k �u(vk:th kthhbs vtr)

r 1n4t5B 5J 'kt�H b 1S IC t�C�b �, b r1c �F - ih  S ,h �c �C d �r �v5b �u ' �jh  J 1n v5h �v H 5J v 1N  S 5J h  r �mIB �v �gUJ�h ; �tiIz 1j sh  nBg �v�k Ut �¬�B  h 'W �N �g h �mh  r 1P h�b �cU" 
"Uk 1J �f  b �u /(sh:th kthhbs)e�Z �j �nU o 5vh �j �s b . �C �e �nU 'o1gh  JInU k �t 1r �G h k �tID �jh  J 1N �v 5J Ur �C  S oh  th  c�B �v k1F 5J  :v5Z  n kIs1D kIJ �f  n J�h h  f �u  

�VIk4t s«cBg�k o1kIg 1v c«r ,Ig �y �v�kU 'v 1rIT �v ;h k �j �v�kU 'o1kh  P �J �v�kU o 1,h  r �t �J r�Z �p�kU 'c 5r 5j �C k �t 1r �G h s �C �t�k o �r1D v5z �u `i 1,Iu �m  n
/wv h �s1g�k �C  n

�s vfkv th erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

16.c ///////// s«nBg�h 'dId 1nU dId , 5n 5j�k  n o 5s«E 5J �u `dId 1nU dId , 5n 5j�k  n v5h �v  T �jh  J 1N �v ,In�h ,�K  j �,  C 5J 'oh  th  c�B �v h �r �c  s�K 5J i 1yUJ �P  n v 5t 1r�h
" r 1n4t5B 5J  :o1C k ih  f 1v�kU k �t 1r �G h r �L�h�k k �t 1r �G h�k th  c1bth  c1B �v v1H k �t , �t 'o 5f1k �j�k«J h  f« b 1t v�B  v "(df:d hftkn)t �N �y�k t«k t1C Ubh �t �u  /

oIk 1J oUG1k t1k �t `ih kUx �P Ue �z �j 0v 5J h  n rh  J �f �v�k t«k �u ',Ur �J �F , �e �z 5j �C o 5v �J oh  J1bBt k«x �p k t«k �u 't �n 1Y �v r �v �y�k t«k �u 'rIv 1Y �v
 "oh b1C-k �g ,Ic 1t-c�k ch  J �v �u" r 1n4t5B 5J 'o1kIg1C(sf:d hftkn)/

 - i 5v1C t5mIH �f �u oh  r1c �S �v UK �t k1f �u  /Uv1H k �t tIc1h ' �jh  J 1N �v Q5k 5N �v , �th  C o 5s«E 5J oh  r �nIt 5J oh  n1fBj �v i  n J�h �u'Uh  v!h Q #th $v o %s %t g #s$h t«k
Uh  v!H (J s#gQ1Fh  p�kU `oh  eUx �P �v g �r �f 5v h  p�k t1k �t 'UK �t oh  r1c �s  C v1k1C �e o 5v1k ih �t oh  n1fBj �v o�D  /oh  th  c�B �v k 5m �t i 5v oh  nU, �x oh  r1c �S 5J  :

 'oh b 1P k1F k �g �u  /UK �t oh  r1c �s  C , 5e«k �j �n o 5v1k J�h, %S#C r %eh !g 'i %eUS  e !S t«k  u UK $t oh !r%c  S ,#h%u-v rUS !x ih $t/

- r 1eh  g o �nh  G�h t«k �u `i 5v1C t5mIH �f �u UK �t oh b1h �b  g �C oh  rUnBt 1v ,IJ 1r �s  n h �r �c  s �C Qh  rBt�h t«k �u ',Is1D �v �v h �r �c  s �C o 1s 1t e �X �g �, h t«k o1kIg�kU
v 5F �j�h t1k �t  /ih  M  e h �c �L �j �n K 5J i 1T �g �S �jUp 1T 'oh  n1fBj Ur �n 1t `ih  M  E �v c �L �j�h t«k i�f �u  /v 1t �r h h �sh k t«k �u 'v1cBv �t h �sh k t«k ih  th  c �n i1bh �t �J

/Ub �r �t�C 5J In �F 'r1c 1S �v k�k �f  C ih  nBt�h �u
�c vfkv ch erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr
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The Rambam rules that we have a outline understanding of the nature of the Messianic process but we have no clear

tradition as to the details.  Indeed, even Chazal were trying to work out the issues from the verses in Tanach, rather than

from a mesora.  As such, we should NOT be focussed on the details - who, how, when - but rather the general concepts

17..rtc vz tvha htb,cu 'atr uvuagha rnukf vchahc aht ,ubnk ohnfjvu ohshnk,v kfn vnfxv vhv, ota rucx hbtu
tk ota hpk /vmrha hn ,t lf rjt tuv lunxhu lunx vhvhu vchahv uk ohhe,, ahtv u,ut hrv 'ubnseva unf ktrah
rcf hrvu epx hkc lunx tvha ovn sjt kf lhrma hpk 'okugk kusdv ihs ,hc ,uthmn ,hrapt tv, tk if rnt,

 urntc o,chac wv jhycv(zf:t uvhgah) vbuatrcf lhypua vchatuobhta hp kg ;tu o,ut vbnh jhanva rnt, tnau '
vru,c tk vbnn grdh tku vru,c ;hxuh tk jhanva vz ubhrpx ,nsevc ubrthc rcfa hpk 'ajfun vz hrv 'ihfunx

rnt uhbnhxn vhvh vzu jhanv ,ukd,v hbpk cua, ihrsvbxva rucx hbtu /vp kgca vru,c tku c,fcalhypua vchatu 
esmv rhg lk treh if hrjtu vkj,cf lhmguhu vbuatrcfvagnc ucrhu ost hbc ,uck wv rhafh ratf epx hkc vhvh vzu '

 trenv heuxpc rtc,ba unf jhanv tuc hbpk orah vcr,hu u,ru,ku wvk o,eua, ksd,u cuyv
 d vban t erp ihrsvbx ,fxn vban kg o"cnr

In his commentary on the Mishna, the Rambam describes the process for the re-institution of the Sanhedrin and sees this

as one of the signs of the imminent coming of Mashiach.  Note the Rambam’s insistence on the ascent of man in the

run-up to Mashiach  

18. vru,c arupn 'jhanv ,thc ghsuv vana hpk /////ohnav vmec ljsb vhvh ot'lhvkt wv cau  /lhvkt wv knu/vkt ,kuzu '
u,uta oghsuvu 'uvhkt tuvu okugv ,t uhbpk rhafh aht uhbpk tchau 'uhnrudu uhbpk oseha vnc wv oac oghsuv ifu

vru,c grdh tku ;hxuh tk ahtv
 z vban j erp ,uhusg ,fxn vban kg o"cnr

Here, unlike his position in the MT, the Rambam describes the definite coming of Eliyahu as a precursor of Mashiach

19.

             
2
Maimonides Introduction to Perek Helek

2. Translation taken from With Perfect Faith - R. J David Bleich
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F] THE PURPOSE OF THE MESSIANIC ERA

20.ci 5v1k , �j�B �n V1bh �t �J v1g �J  r 1v ,Uf�k �N  n UjUb1H 5J h �s �F ' �jh  J 1N �v Q5k 5N �v ,In�h o 5vh �n �f �j �u o 5vh �th  c�b k �t 1r �G h k1F UU �t �,  v v5z h�b �P  nU 
/t1C �v o1kIg 1v h�H �j�k UF �z H 5J h �s �F 'v 1n �f 1j �C UC �r�h �u �gID �r �n i 5v1k Ut �m �n h �u 'i5d«v �F ,Iu �m  N �cU v 1rIT �C e«x �g�k k �t 1r �G h�k

 r 1n4t5B 5J - , 5n4t 1v �u v 1n �f 1j �v �u v1g �S �v v5c �r  T oh  n1H �v i 1,It �C 5J h  p�k"wv-, 5t v 1g �S '. 5r 1t 1v v 1t�k 1n-h  F" (y'th uvhgah) r 1n4t5b �u 'Us �N�k �h t«k �u"
uh  j 1t-, 5t Jh  t �u Uv �g �r-, 5t Jh  t 'sIg "(dk'tk uvhnrh)" r 1n4t5b �u '"o 5f �r �G �C  n 'i 5c 5t 1v c�k-, 5t h  ,«r  xBv �u (uf'uk ktezjh)Q5k 5N �v I,It 5J h�b �P  n  /

Q 5r 5S o 1,It v 5rIh �u o1g 1v k1F s �N�k�h Q1Fh  p�kU `Ub �C �r v 5J«N  n cIr 1e tUv kIs1D th  c1b �u 'v«n«k �L  n r �,1h v5h �v h v 1n �f 1j k �g �C sh  u 1S g �r5Z  n s«nBg�H 5J
 r 1n4t5B 5J 'Ig �n 1J�k oh hID �v k1F UtIc1h �u 'wv"oh  r 1v 5v Jt«r �C wv-,h �C r �v v5h �v  h iIf1b 'oh  n1H �v ,h  rBj �t �C v1h 1v �u" (c'c uvhgah)/

v5Z �v o1kIg 1v tUv �jh  J 1N �v ,In�h k1cBt `t1C �v o1kIg 1v h�H �j tUv 'iIg 1r�D t«k �u e �x �p 5v V1k ih �t �J v1bIrBj �t 1v v1cIY �v �u IK0F r1f 1¬ �v ;Ix �u
t1k �t �jh  J 1N �v ,Inh k v5Z �v o1kIg 1v ih �C ih �t 'oh bIJt  r 1v oh  n1fBj Ur �n 1t r1c �fU  /k �t 1r �G h�k r«z �j �T ,Uf�k �N �v 5J t1k �t 'Q�kIv Id 1v�b  n �F o1kIg �u

 /s1c�k  C ,IH  f�k �n sUC �g  J
c:y vcua, ,ufkv o"cnr

21.so 1,It Ut �¬�b�H 5J h �s �F t«k �u 'oh hID �C Us �r H 5J h �s �F t«k �u 'o1kIg 1v k1F k �g Uy�k �J H 5J h �s �F t«k - �jh  J 1N �v ,In�h oh  n1fBj �v �u oh  th  c�B �v UU �t �, b t«k 
h�H �j�k UF �z H 5J h �s �F 'k �Y �c �nU G�dIb o 5v1k v5h �v h t«k �u 'V 1, 1n �f 1j �u v 1rIT �C ih hUb �P Uh �v H 5J h �s �F t1k �t  : �j«n �G k �u ,IT �J k �u k«f4t5k h �s �F t«k �u 'oh  N �g 1v

/v1cUJ �T ,IF�k  v �C Ub �r �t�C 5J In �F 't1C �v o1kIg 1v

22.voh B �sBg �N �v k1f �u 'v �C �r �v , �g �P �J 0n v5h �v  T v1cIY �v 5J - ,Ur �j �, �u v 1t�b  e t«k �u v 1n 1j�k  n t«k �u c1g 1r t«k o 1J v5h �v h t«k 'i 1n �Z �v I,It �cU  
oh  nU, �X �v oh  r1c �S oh  g �sIh �u 'oh kIs �D oh  n1fBj Uh �v h Q1Fh  p�kU  /s1c�k  C wv , 5t , �g �s1k t1k �t 'o1kIg 1v k1F e 1xBg v5h �v h t«k �u  /r1p1g5F ih hUm �n

 r 1n4t5B 5J 'o 1s 1t 1v �jIF h  p �F o 1t �rIC , �g �S Udh  ¬�h �u `oh  eUnBg 1voh  X �f �n o1H�k 'o  h �N �F 'wv-, 5t v 1g �S '. 5r 1t 1v v 1t�k 1n-h  F" "(y'th uvhgah)

v-s vfkv ch erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr
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MASHIACH & OLAM HABA
PART 2 - NACHMANIDES AND THE MYSTICS

vhju kjr ,arsn

A] THE RAMBAN - A MYSTICAL VISION

1.  rntba 'ohnan tchu vkdh tuv kkfuanu hubc ihpmn ubta sh,gv asen kct ///(uy ,una)lhsh ubbuf wv asen 

  /tn vfux h"ar

Perhaps the most famous source for a supernatural Yomot HaMashiach is this Rashi which states that the Temple will in
the future descend miraculously from Heaven. 

2.lcck ,t lhvkt wv knu //// - ehsm ubumrf ,uagk ostv shc ,uar v,hv vthrcv inzn hf 'rnuta vz ihbg ohcu,fv in vtrbu
 'gar ut'if vru,v inz kfu /grc o,umrc abugu cuyc o,rhjcc ,ufz ovk vhvha hsf cuyc vrhjcv vhv, 'jhanv ,unhk kct
gcy ovkkunu 'ckk vkrg vut,vu vsnjv hf /itf ,rfzbv vkhnv thvu /kkf uc .upjh tku hutr ubhta vnk ckv ovk vut,h tk '

 /vut,h tku sunjh tka tuv ckviuatrv ost ka utyj osue vhv ratk tuvv inzc ostv cuahuhutra vn ugcyc vaug vhva '
 ,hatrc rsxc h,arhpa unf 'ufpvu rcs ubumrc uk vhv tku ,uagk/ (y:c) vhnrhc cu,fv rnta vn uvzu(ck-k:tk)'ohtc ohnh vbv 

,t ,urft rat ,hrcv ,tz hf 'wudu o,uct ,t h,rf rat ,hrcf tk vasj ,hrc vsuvh ,hc ,tu ktrah ,hc ,t h,rfu wv otb
/vbc,ft ock kgu ocrec h,ru, ,t h,,b ovv ohnhv hrjt ktrah ,hc////  hutrv uvagn ugcyc ckv ,uagu grv rmh kuyc uvzu 

 u:k ohrcs i"cnr

The Ramban’s conception of Mashiach was quite different that of the Rambam.  Ramban envisages a world which reverts

to the pre-Sin state of Gan Eden, where the laws of the naturalworld as we know them now cease to apply in the same
way. 

3.ut r,uhu r,uh (vhj tyj tk uktu ',n ubuugca cu,fc arupn vbvu) /vba wg ,ujp vba ;kt vhj iuatrv ost vbv ///
jhanv tcha rjt) if ot /jhanv ,unhk kyc,h iuatrv ost ka uabugu utyja ohsun ubkuf ohsuvhvu ohudvu /okugk

//// okugk ut (vba) ohpktu ;kt ,uhjk jhanv tuv hutr (if ot 'hrndk tuv kyc unmg jhanc kct 'ubkufn kyc vhvh
jufhuv rpxn (kguuga crv ka vrusvnc) ya wng 't lrf 'i"cnr hc,f

On this view, Mashiach could be immortal

4.thkds ojbn wr oac ibjuh hcru huk hcru xjbp hcr,ukp,v kf kyc ubht vsu, icreu ihkyc ,ubcrev kf tck sh,gk 
vkyc vbht vtsuvv ,ukyc s"vv (dk vhnrh),utcm wv ,t usuv ohrnut kue vkf kueu i,j kue vjna kueu iuaa kue uz wudu 

 vtsuvv ,hc vsu, ihthcnu vsu, icre vz w
 z inhx y varp um ,arp vcr trehu

Chazal envisaged a cancellation of the regular system of mitzvot ‘Le’atid Lavo’.  When is that period?

5. vsdvc urnt(d"hp r"ehu) tuck sh,gk ktrahk urhzjvk v"cev sh,ga rhzj una treb vnk 
 c sung yn ;s ihaushe ,fxn t"cyhrv haushj

6.vyhja uz ohrnut ohnfju /urjubu uhrhpbxc ,unvck .,ub i,huku ugrueu uhbrec i,hukk .,ub ,unvc ?ohyjab ov smhf ////
 v"cev rnt tbvf rc ihct hcr rnt ///// thv vrhaftm, h,tn vasj vru,  tm, h,tn vru, ausj - 

 d inhx dh varp hbhna ,arp vcr trehu

7.ahu //// tuck sh,gk v"cev v,ut rvyn vzv okugc ,tnyba vnvcv kf ohrnut ah 'ohruxt rh,n uvn /ohruxt rh,n wv
v"cev vrxtu os vtur vatva 'vsbv in kusd ruxt iht 'ohruxt rh,n uvnu ///// /tuck sh,gk irh,n ubht ohrnut

 //// vrh,n tuv tuck sh,gku 'vkgck
 une runzn ohkv, arsn
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8. okugk kych tk ohrupfv ouh ;t rzgkt r"t 'okugk ohkyc ibht ohrupv hnhu kychk ihsh,g ohsgunv kfa
 sne,, znr hkan hbugna yuekh

9.vkj,n urxtba '.uj hyujau osu ckj unf 'ohruxt ,me ,r,n ,hvkt ,s tc,a rntb tka gbunv vn hf rntb ubt ;tu
hyujac cu,fv rnta unf 'osvu ckjv ihkfutu osv kg ihkfut uhvu ohsav ,sucgc ohpuya uhva hpk ohrmnn utmhaf

 .uj ovhrjt ohbuz ov rat ohrhgak ovhjcz ,t sug ujczh tku(t:zh trehu)ucau okugv in vsucg v,ut ihbg jf,aba rjtu '
ubsnkhc urnta k"z ubh,ucrn ,me ,gs ifu 'ubrh,hu ruzjha rnuk rapt 'ruxtv ogy kycu lrc,h oav ,t sucgk okuf

!ihruxh  t rh,n - wohrux �t rh,n wvw
zy erp d rntn ohrehgv rpx

• How has the concept of a ‘Torah Chadasha’ been reflected in Messianic movements over the last few hundred years?

10. ////  ,rav hftknf ;ud tkc sckc ohehsmv ,uapb tkt vhudu ;ud uc iht tcv okugvs"ctrv ,davvzv ahtv hrcs t"t 
,ucu,f urnt hrva vz kg k"zj ,gs vhv tk hatr hhju 'sckc ,unabk tkt ,upudk oh,nv ,hhj, iht rnuta hnk ohcure hbhgc

!kan vhvh tku iyuapfu ignanf ,urygv uhvhu ////  ivhauckc usngha ohehsm ihsh,g (t"he)
c vfkv j erp vcua, ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam’s view of the World to Come was that it is a purely spiritual eternal experience.  The Ra’avad and other

rabbis of the time regarded such comments as close to a heretical denial of the Resurrection!

11. vsu,k runzn (v - t 'e ohkhv,)vsu,k runznn .uj kychk ,ush,g ,urhav kfa 'vbhdbc vrnutk ah  

 y ;hgx tb inhx ,ufrc rtau rjav ,ufrc ,ufkv ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

The Shulchan Aruch rules like this position that in the future the current halachic system will no longer be as it is now.

Note that the Rambam fiercely argues with this and insists that the mitzva system will never be amended.    

12.

          
292 �g �t ekj vhtr ,kug - eue ivfv e,mh ovrct cr

Rav Kook’s ultimate vision of Messianic times is one which is also miraculous.  Even the animal kingdom will have
access to the immensely enhanced ‘da’at’, to the extent that they will connect with God in their own right and not through

elevation by humans (food/korbanot).  As such, mankind will revert to being vegetarian, as before the flood.

B] REINCARNATION

13.,jt vnaba 'a"nf vkmvv sug ,ucrvk vrshx vbuhkgv vnfjva tuvu 'z"vugv hbhbgc vdvbvk tmnb rjt arua sug /h
ut ',rjt ogpc vkeke rat ,t ,jt ogpc ie,k kfu, vbv vz hsh kgu 'ohbua ohpudc ,ubua ohngp z"vugk tc,
in vhkg rcga vn kf hpf vhkg vhvh ihsv vbv 'tck sh,gka ihsk 'ohkudkdv kf ;uxc okutu /vnhkav tka vn ohkavk
smn vk orduha vn hpf ',kdkudn u,naba ostk ohbhbg ughdha rapt vbvu /oc v,hva ohcmnv inu vkdkd,ba ohkudkdv
/k"anfu uhkg kyuh rat tanv vhvh uk i,bha cmnv hpfu 'vz hpf cmn okugc tuvv ostk i,bhu 'osue kudkdc v,aga vn

h:d:c �v lrs

The Zohar is filled with teachings re-enforcing the concept of reincarnation.  It is accepted by all kabbalistic thinkers -

here Derech Hashem sees reincarnation as a fundamental part of the workings of hashgacha in the world.  The Ari z’l

wrote the Sha’ar HaGilgulim and R. Chaim Vital wrote Sefer HaGilgulim - each outlining the mechanics of
reincarnation, including: which Biblical figures are gilgulim of which others, what forms gilgulim can take i.e. across

gender/species or inorganic life, how gilgul applies differently to men and women, the concept of ‘ibbur’ - temporary

grafting of another neshama during a person’s life, either positively or negatively (as a dibbuk) 
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14.icutr jur o,gsk ubhbgu ',ue,ghvv u,ut ohrueu kudkdc ohbhntn oh,tmn ohsuvh ohtreba hnn ohabt hf rnut hbbvu
'ostc vnvc juru vnvcc ostv jur vhv,a aha ohrcux ocur ut ovnu /vsuvhc lf rjtu 'hukc lf rjtu 'iugnac vhv,
',uhugy gcrt oh,tmnu 'vz rcs hshk othcv tuva ohnsna vn hk rrc,bu /ohkuckcvu ukkv ,uhzvv in ohcr ohrcsu

//// ovhkg chavku orhfzvk h,htru
j:u iutd thsgx �r ka ,ugsu ,ubunt rpx

Rav Saadia Gaon rejected entirely the concept of gilgulim, as did the Sefer Haikarim of Rav Yosef Albo.  It is not
mentioned by the Rambam.

15.v"cev uhkg ruzdh otu wt iputc shn, dvb,h f"gu iput ouac ie,k kufh ihta g"t athhk ohngp vnf cauj ostv hf o,bufu
z"vugk ohngpu ogp sug tuchu ie,k tuv jrfun ie,ha uapbn vmur v"ceva vn kf vhvh rcs ;uxa tuv ,ugy kct ,unh ,unk

/// ogpv sug ruzjku ,urm rtau rcev yuchj kucxku ,unk kngv kf uk vnk f"tu ie,k jrfuh f"gcu
u:cfr, iuhmv rga - vrurc vban

But the Mishna Berura clearly accepts the concept.  Although belief in reincarnation is not one of the 13 Ikarim of
emuna, it seems to be the generally accepted view today.
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MASHIACH & OLAM HABA
PART 3 - MASHIACH BEN YOSEF

vhju kjr ,arsn

A] MASHIACH BEN YOSEF

1.oh P J 1r 1j v­1g 1C �r �t wv h b́ �t �r �H �u (d:c vhrfz) :tshxj iugna hcr rnt tbzhc rc tbj cr rnt  ?oharj vgcrt uvbhb itn /sus ic jhan
esm ivfu 'uvhktu ';xuh ic jhanu 

:cb vfux

2.oharj - sh,g tuva ubhmnu 'knrfv rvc jczn vbca 'ict arj uvhkt /asenv ,hc ihbck oharj ovhba ohjhan /ohbnut
jk,avk /esm ivfu - jb ic oa tuv 

 oa h"ar

Chazal discuss TWO Meshichim - Mashiach ben Yosef and Mashiach ben David.  Both are called ‘craftsmen’ as they will

be involved in building the Beit Mikdash 

3.«u P,«t ­1T �J �S  e �u «u·B �F�, 5t �u r­«H  F �v�, 5t ¬1T �j �J 1nU
 th:n ,una

The verses dealing with the creation of the Mishkan refer to the annointing of the kiyor

4.t1g �r �t t 1sh  ,Bg h«us�h k �g �S Vh �N  g �S ih  r �s 5v�b �x �s t1C �r Q1b 1J �nUJ �n �g 0J«uv�h kUy �n Vh �,1h J �S �e �,U Vh �xh  x �C ,�h �u t 1r«uH  F ,�h h �C �r �,U (th)
t1h �n«uh ;«ux �C Vh �,1gh  x�kU d«ud�k t 1j �m�b �n k k �t 1r �G h ,h �C ih  sh  ,Bg h«us�h k �g �S Vh�bh  n eh  p1b �S o h �r �p 5t r �C t 1jh  J �nU t1d1k �P �,h  t�k k �t 1r �G h �s

 th euxp n erp ,una vru, - i,buhk xjuhnv oudr,

Targum Yonatan saw in this a reference to ‘Mashiach ben Efraim’ who would one day rise to fight the wars of the Jews 

5., �j �̧P �J  n s·1c�k ,«u ­j 1P �J  n ,«u ¬j 1P �J  n . 5r º1t 1v v´1s �p 1x �u [:i«u PS  d �n ,¬�g �e  c �C i«u ­N  r� �s �sBv s¬�P �x  n �F o º �k 1JUŕh  C Æs �P �x  N �v k³�S �d  h tUÀv �v o«uH́ �C]
sº1c�k o´5vh �J �bU Æs 1c�k sh³ u 1S�,h �C  //// (ch-th ch vhrfz) :rnt sj /ibcru txus hcr vc hdhkp ?vh,shcg htn tshpxv tv;xuh ic jhan kg

 drvba
/cb vfux

One of the very few things that Chazal say about Mashiach ben Yosef is that he will be killed

6. :o h P1r �p 5t �, 5t r¬«m1h�tP«k v­1sUvhP u v º1sUv�h�, 5t t́�B �e�h�tP«k Æo hÆ �r �p 5t U,·�r1F h v­1sUv�h h¬�r �r«m �u o h º�r �p 5t ,´�t�b  e Æv 1rÆ1x �u;xuh ic jhan -  h"ar)
(vzc vz utbeh tk sus ic jhanu

 dh:th erp uvhgah

The ultimate union between Yehudah and Yosef (Efraim) is a significant factor in Yemot HaMashiach
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7. The essential task of Mashiach ben Yossef is to act as precursor to Mashiach ben David: he will prepare the world for the

coming of the final redeemer. Different sources attribute to him different functions, some even charging him with tasks

traditionally associated with Mashiach ben David (such as the ingathering of the exiles, the rebuilding of the Bet Hamikdash,

and so forth).

The principal and final function ascribed to Mashiach ben Yossef is of political and military nature. He shall wage war against

the forces of evil that oppress Israel. More specifically, he will do battle against Edom, the descendants of Esau. Edom is the

comprehensive designation of the enemies of Israel3, and it will be crushed through the progeny of Joseph. .....

The immediate results of this war will be disastrous: Mashiach ben Yossef will be killed. This is described in the prophecy of

Zechariah, who says of this tragedy that "they shall mourn him as one mourns for an only child." (Zechariah 12:10). His death

will be followed by a period of great calamities. These new tribulations shall be the final test for Israel, and shortly thereafter

Mashiach ben David shall come, avenge his death, resurrect him, and inaugurate the Messianic era of everlasting peace and

bliss.

from an article by R’ Immanuel Schochet (d. 2013)
4

8.tku vcua,c ruzjb otu ';xuh ic ka ohgrutnv uhvhu vcua,c ruzjb tk ot k"r 'sjh ohbhbgv hba kg hf 'vz hrjt rnutu
lrsv kexnfu vnutv ie,nfu uk jhkaf vhvh 'uk osue ;xuh ic jhan vhvh otu /out,p sus ic jhan ubk vtrh 'uhvh

 j rntn ,ugsvu ,ubuntv rpx

Rav Saadia Gaon writes that role of Mashiach ben Yosef is to prepare the way for Mashiach ben David.  But the events of

his days are contigent and not decreed.  If the Jewish people do teshuva there is no inevitability to the death of Mashiach

ben Yosef! 

9. k º$t%r  G!H !n 8y(c8$J o 9%e  u c :«e-g#H ;!n c <%f«uF Q>#r %S](zh:sf rcsnc)[ ovk rhth tk wceghw ohtreb uhvha rsdc uhvh ktrah ot hf vzc vbuufvu
ohehsm ikuf uhvh ktrah ot kct /k"z ornutf 'xukhnur ubdrvha 'vbuatr vnjknc ,unh ohrpt ic jhan kct sus ic jhan tkt
ubdrvh tku uhchut hbpk vnue, uk vhv, aurhp - woeuw 'ohrptn tcv jhan tuva yca u,ut ukhpt zt 'ubf,h wktrahw oaca

xukhnur
zh:sf rcsnc kg ohhjv rut

The Orach Chaim sees the same ideas in the prophecies of Bilaam

10.'u,,ntc rtc,v tka hpku /uc urcs ohbutdv ,meu //// sus ic jhan ose ;xuh ic jhan tuc vtrh oharsnv ,mec okut
uc lhrtvk ubhtr tk

wt erp ;ux wj kkf wd rntn (aeare htsxj wr) wv rut
Ultimately, references to Mashiach ben Yosef are few, fragmented and unclear and most mefarshim have not felt it

worthwhile to comment on them!

11.'ihnhv suxc tuv sus ic jhanu /vktv ohbue,v kfk lhrmv ,uhbumhjv suxc tuvu 'ktnav suxc tuv ;xuh ic jhan hf
vnka vkutdvu 'uhkt rcj,n vhvha lhrmv

hba ekj kjnrv ka ,-utcm wv ,tbe rpx

The Ramchal describes Mashiach ben Yosef as representing a ‘chitzoniut’ which requires ‘tikun’ before Mashiach ben
David can come

3. In the uncensored versions of Pirkei deRebbi Eliezer Ch. 28, the Yishmaelim are named as the final empire to be defeated by Mashiach.  See R’ Shochet’s footnote here for more

sources.

4. available at http://www.chabad.org/library/moshiach/article_cdo/aid/101747/jewish/Appendix-II
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12.  The Lamentation in Jerusalem on the death of Dr. Theodor Herzl

On that day the lamentation will be great in Jerusalem, like the lamentation of Hadad- rimmon in the valley of

Megiddon. (Zecharia 12:11)

…..

So it came about that throughout the Exile there is a see-saw effect of these two opposing forces. At times, there is

exhibited a drive toward material, worldly success that flows primarily from the foundation of Joseph and Ephraim;

other times there is a stirring of the spiritual drive for observance of Torah and spiritual development, for awe and

love of God.

Since it is impossible for our nation to attain its lofty destiny other than by actualizing these two components - the

universal symbolized by Joseph, and the distinctive symbolized by Judah  - there arise in the nation proponents of

each aspect. Those who would enhance spirituality prepare the way for Messiah son of David, whose focus is the

final destiny. Truly the focus of life is spiritual attainment, except that the spiritual can only develop properly if it is

accompanied by all the material acquisitions of which a full-bodied nation is in need. Those who redress the

material, general aspects of life prepare the way for Messiah son of Joseph.

When these two forces work at cross purposes as a result of the calamity of exile, shortsightedness and disarray,

these are the ‘birthpangs of Messiah’, or to be more exact, the ‘birthpangs of Messiahs’ (plural). The Psalmist (89:52)

writes: ‘That Your enemies have defied, O Lord; that they have defied the footsteps of Your Messiahs’ WP5jh  J �n ,I ¹c �E  g   

Two footsteps of two Messiahs.

Now since the major achievement of Messiah son of Joseph, which is the general advancement of mankind, is

accomplished by de-emphasis of the unique Jewish form, Messiah son of Joseph cannot endure, so he is destined

to be killed.

When this happens, all will recognize the perversity of the situation. They will realize that it was wrong not to

subjugate the universal dimension to the spiritual aspect which is Israelˆs destiny, to the kingdom of David. ‘They

will lament him as one laments an only son, and grieve for him as one grieves for the firstborn son.’ (Zecharia 12:10) The

lamentation for an only child is bereft of hope for future children. Elderly parents who have lost their only son, are

totally forlorn. If the verse were to end on that note, it would spell utter doom, but the bitterness is mitigated by

intellect. Intellect perceives that the nation has produced the soul of the Messiahs. The nation is not as elderly

parents who have lost their only child, but rather as young parents who have lost their firstborn child. Being

inexperienced at raising children, they did not attend properly to the child in its state of illness, so the child

succumbed. 

By the same token, the nation comes to the realization that it did not know how to make proper use of this

universalist dimension, did not understand how it could contribute to Israel’s unique destiny. In that way, it could

have survived. The nation labored under the illusion brought on by the divisiveness of exile that these two forces are

truly at odds. The result is that whoever holds up the universal side of the nation becomes unfortunately an enemy of

Torah and mitzvot  (commandments). Contrariwise, whoever focuses on the uniquely Jewish, becomes an adversary

of material wellbeing. In the first scenario, the fence of Torah is broken down; in the second, the result is weakness

and morosity.

After this latest experience of Messiah son of Joseph’s impermanence, let us deduce that truly the two forces are

not mutually antagonistic. It is time to bring it all together and to organize the nation’s ways. Let every universal

perfection serve as a basis for perfecting the uniquely Israelite. Let both parties - those disposed to the material and

universal, and those disposed to the spiritual and particularistic - come to the same conclusion.
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Then the lamentation will be on both sides; both will recognize their mistake. These two forces were created to be

united; once rent asunder, they were mutually injurious.

……

The Zionist vision manifest in our generation might best be symbolized as the “footstep of Messiah son of Joseph”

(ikva de-Mashiah ben Yosef).  Zionism tends to universalism (as opposed to Jewish particularism). It is unequipped

to realize that the development of Israel’s general aspect is but the foundation for Israel’s singularity. The

leadership of the Zionist movement must be greatly influenced by the gifted few of the generation, the righteous and

the sages of Israel. On the other hand, the ideal of Israel’s national renascence, including all the material

accouterment - which is a proper thing when joined to the spiritual goal - to date has not succeeded, and the lack of

success has brought on infighting, until finally, the leader of the movement has fallen, a victim of frustration. It

behooves us to take to heart, to try to unify the “tree of Joseph” and the “tree of Judah,” to rejoice in the national

reawakening, and to know that this is not the end goal of Israel, but only a preparation.  ….

This is the benefit to be gained by remorse over one whom we might consider the “footstep of Messiah son of

Joseph” (ikva de-Mashiah ben Yosef ), in view of his influence in revitalizing the nation materially and generally. This

power should not be abandoned despite the wantonness and hatred of Torah that results in the expulsion of

God-fearing Jews from the movement. We must develop the courage to seek that any power that is of itself good be

fortified, and if it is lacking spiritual perfection, let us strive to increase the light of knowledge and fear of the Lord

such that it (i.e. the light) is capable of conquering a powerful life-force and of being built up through it. Then there

will be fulfilled in us the prophecy, “I will grant unto Zion salvation, unto Israel My glory.” Return (teshuvah) must be

from our side. Return will be enduring only if all the powers presently found (and possible to be found) in the nation

will be vigorous, and directed to good. Then we will be a vessel for the divine will, “a crown of ornament in the hand

of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the palm of your God.”

The Lamentation in Jerusalem, Rav Kook.  Ma’amarei RAYaH 1 (1980) pp94-99
5 

Kabbalistic Connections                                                  

  •Yesod is the sefira linked with Mashiach Ben Yosef                       

    • Malchut is the sefira linked with Mashiach ben David                   

  •Yosef is the 9th sefira leading into Malchut                                     

            • So too Mashiach ben Yosef leads into Mashiach ben David                

• Note kabbalistic order of the Ushpizin: Yosef - David                 

• Yosef precedes Yehuda in Egypt                                                       

• Shaul leads to David; Mordechai meant to lead to Zerubavel

5. Translation by R. Bezalel Naor, available at http://shaalvim.co.il/uploads/files/13-d-10-lamentation.pdf

To download more shiurim and source sheets visit www.rabbimanning.com



s�xc13  rabbi@rabbimanning.com                                   dbhbn ovrct - 5786

MASHIACH & OLAM HABA
PART 4 - TECHIYAT HAMETIM

vhju kjr ,arsn

A] ‘TECHIYAT HAMETIM’ AND ‘OLAM HABA’

1. kh  M �n h  s1H  n ih �t �u t1P �r 5t h bBt�u h  T �m �j 1n v5H �jBt�u ,h  n 1t h bBt h  s 1N  g oh  v«k4t ih �t �u tUv h bBt h bBt h  F v 1T �g Ut �r
 yk:ck ohrcs

In Shirat Ha’azinu we see God describe Himself as the God who ‘kill and brings back to life’.

2.V1b 1,�b r 5JBt ohe«k4t 1v k 5t cUJ 1T �jUr 1v �u v1h 1v 5J �F . 5r 1t 1v k �g r1p1g 5v c«J1h �u
 z:ch ,kve

A verse in Kohelet clarifies that death is not the end of the soul, only the body.  The soul returns to God.

3. o1kIg iIt �r  s�k ,Ip 1rBj�k v5K �t �u o1kIg h�H �j�k v5K �t Umh  e1h r1p1g , �n �s �t h�b �J�H  n oh  C �r �u
c:ch kthbs

Daniel appears to refer explicitly to the physical resurrection of the dead for a future Judgement Day.

4. rntba /tcv okugk ekj ovk ah ktrah kf (wx vhgah) /////.rt uarhh okugk ohehsm okuf lngu uktu ihtaokugk ekj ovk 
/////// vru,v in oh,nv ,hhj, iht rnutv  :tcv

 t vban h erp ihrsvbx ,fxn vban

The Mishna lists 3 categories of those who have no place in the Next World.  The first is those who deny the Torah source

for Techiyat Hametim. But what does oh,nv ,hhj, mean?  Traditionally, it has been understood as referring to the

bodies of the dead coming back to life.  But is there any chance that it is actually referring to the Life after Death - the

survival of the soul after the death of the body?  In any event, what would be the purpose of resurrecting the body?
  

5. Ubhe«k4t �v W 5F �r5g �F ih �tv(Z #v o%kIg%C Ub�F�k �n W �,1kUz ih �t �u /t%C #v o%kIg %v h$H #j k Ub�kBtID W �T�k  C x 5p 5t /#jh !J %N #v ,Inh!kW�K v 5nIS ih �t �u /
Ub�gh  JInoh !, $N #v ,#H !j  ,!k :

,cac ,hrja - vkhp, rushx

Our tefillot appear to indicate that (i) Olam Hazeh; (ii) Olam Habah; (iii) Yemot Hamashiach and (iv) Techiyat Hametim
are different periods in time.

6.///// :ohnkug hnkugku okugk o,tyju ogar ksud kg ihbushbu ihscutu oh,rfb tkt tcv okugk ekj ivk ihta iv uktu
 /// ktudv ,thccu oh,nv ,hhj,c ohrpufvu

 u vfkv d erp vcua, ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam does however rule in the Mishne Torah that someone who denies Techiyat Hametim is a heretic who has no

place in the World to Come but there is little elaboration on this.  Why was this not good enough for the Ra’avad to show
the Rambam’s true belief in Techiyat Hametim.  Did the Ra’avad doubt what the Rambam meant by Techiyat Hametim?

Interestingly, the Rambam lists Techiyat Hametim here BEFORE the coming of Mashiach. Is this meant to be a

chronological order?

7. - rag vaukav suxhvuubrtc rcfu - oh,nv ,hj,
ihrsvbx vban 'ekj �pk vnsev - o�cnr
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8.oh,nv ,hj,uiuaku - ohehsmk thv kct  /vz ihnth tka hnk ,hsuvh ,sc ,uecs tku ,s iht 'van ,ru, ,usuxhn suxh - 
vcr ,hatrc6ukhpt oh,n ovu 'ohgarv uhjh lhtu  /\sckc ohehsmk oh,nv ,hj,u 'ohgarku ohehsmk ohnad ,urucd] 

hf gsu  /\ohhj ohutre i,,hnc ukhpt ohehsmu 'oh,n ohture ovhhjc ukhpt ohgar (/jh ,ufrc) v�g urnt lfu ?!ovhhjc
ubnn cfrva vnk srphu 'jrfvc ,unh ostj

ihrsvbx vban 'ekj �pk vnsev - o�cnr

The Rambam’s comments in the list of Ikarim are very brief.  He refers to an earlier discussion (in that Introduction) in

which he describes Resurrection as a foundational Jewish belief.  It will however be limited to tzaddikim only.  More

radically, the Rambam seems to write that the Resurrection will be temporary and that all people are ultimately destined
to die again.  

The Rambam was severely criticized during his life for failing to commit to the idea of a physical resurrection.  It was a commonly held

philosophical position, including amongst Islamic philosophers such as Avicenna (980-1037), that the ultimate eternal life was

non-physical and that belief in a physical resurrection was a concession to the weakness of the masses who could not conceive of a

non-physical existence.   There is practically no reference to the Resurrection in the Moreh Nevuchim.7 

Proofs were brought from Chazal that physical resurrection was indeed a fundamental Jewish principle  

 9.- hbnn varhpa ouhna ',tyj vnab :rnut ;ud ?smhf 'ihsv in inmg ruypk ihkufh vnabu ;ud :hcrk xubhbuybt vhk rnt
'vhk rnt /rupmf rhutc ,jrup hbhrv - ubnn h,arhpa ouhna 'tyj ;ud :,rnut vnabu /rcec onus ictf kyun hbhrv
sjt 'ohrnua hba uc chauvu ',utb ,urufc uc vhvu 'vtb xsrp uk vhva 'osu rac lknk :vnus rcsv vnk 'kan lk kuant
hcd kg rdhj cfr /okftk othcbu hbchfrvu tc /xsrpc vtur hbt ,utb ,urufc :tnuxk rdhj uk rnt /tnux sjtu rdhj
lkvk ohkdr hk ah oukf :rdhj uk rnt - ?iv ifhv ,utb ,urufc :ivk rnt /xsrp kgc tc ohnhk /oukftu outhcvu 'tnux
tuv lurc ausev ;t /sjtf o,ut isu tnux hcd kg rdhj chfrv - vag vn ?,utrk ohbhg hk ah oukf :tnux uk rnt - ?ivc

 rntba /sjtf o,ut isu ';udc veruzu vnab thcn(�b ohkv,) ung ihsk .rtv ktu kgn ohnav kt trehohnav kt treh /
 ;udv vz - ung ihsk .rtv ktu 'vnab uz - kgn

/tm ihrsvbx

This gemara is seen as a support for the position that the ultimate day of Judgement will come when the body and soul

are reunited.  The Soul World that the neshama inhabits after death is simply a ‘holding zone’ pending Techiyat
Hametim.

Outside pressures mounted on the Rambam.  In particular, the Ramah (R. Meir b. Todros ha-Levi Abulafia) was shocked at the

implication that Maimonides did not subscribe to physical Resurrection as a central  principle.

The Rambam eventually (in 1191) publicized his belief in the Resurrection and deny the claims of heresy.  He wrote a specific essay on

Techiyat Hametim. After seeing that essay many, including the Ramah became satisfied that the Rambam indeed affirmed the

traditional belief

10. And I will state that the resurrection of the dead - which is widely known and recognized among our people, which is accepted

by all groups among us, which is mentioned on numerous occasions in the tefillot, Aggadata, and supplications that were

composed by the Prophets and the great Sages who fill the pages of the Talmud and the Midrashim - refers to the return of the

soul to the body after it had departed. .... Concerning this, there has never been heard any disagreement in our nation, nor

does it have any [allegorical] interpretation [other than its literal meaning]. Nor is it permissible to rely upon any individual

who believes otherwise. ... In conclusion, we have been informed prophetically [concerning Techiyat Hameitim], whether on

one or on many occasions, and it has been mentioned countless times by Sages of Israel, both of earlier and of recent times,

and it has become widely publicized in our nation, and there is universal consensus that the human soul will return to the

body. And this is the proper approach concerning the resurrection of the dead.

From Ma’amar Techiyat Hametim of the Rambam

The Rambam clearly defends a literal understanding of a miraculous Techiyat Hametim in his Ma’amar.  However, even

after its publication, others - opponents and supporters - insisted either that the Rambam didn’t really mean it (and that it

was only written for the masses) or even that there is an esoteric meaning hidden in the Ma’amar itself!  

6. Our text of Bereishit Rabba does not have this wording, but see Taanit 7a.

7. Other than an oblique reference in 3:23 which does not shed any light on the Rambam’s position.
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11.sh,gu 'ihsc of,t ;xtu 'ihsc of,t kfkfu 'ihsc of,t izu ihsc of,t rmh rat lurc :rnut ktrah hrce vturv :ibcr ub,
oh,nv vhjn lurc  //// ihsc ofnhevk

:jb ,ufrc

Chazal introduced a beracha to say on entering a Jewish graveyard - it clearly refers to Techiyat Hametim.

12. /////ihsc of,t kfkfu ihsc of,t isu ihsc of,t rmh rat okugv lkn ubhvkt whh v,t lurc lrcn ktrah hrce vturv
 ihsc of,t ohevk sh,g tuvu ihsc of,t ,hnvutcv okugv hhjkoh,nv vhjn whh v,t lurc 

 h vfkv h erp ,ufrc ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam brings the wording of the Gemara but then adds in the words wtcv okugv hhjkw.  Does he intend to make a

equation between Techiyat Hametim and Olam Haba? The Rambam may however be stressing that the ultimate goal is

the non-physical World-to-Come.

13. I explained that we find men concerned only with the Resurrection; asking if the dead will rise naked or in their garments, and

others such problems.  But the World-to-Come is entirely overlooked.  I thereupon announced very clearly that the

Resurrection is a fundamental of the Torah of Moses our master, but that it was not the ultimate goal, and that the ultimate

goal is life in the World-to-Come.  I engaged in this long discussion so that I dispelled the serious skepticism that contends

that the Torah knows of no reward that is not in this world, and that it makes no mention of reward or punishment in the

afterlife.    

From Ma’amar Techiyat Hametim of the Rambam

Thus, even after Resurrection, the Rambam understands that those resurrected will eventually die again. Most authorities today take

the Rambam at his word in the Ma’amar Techiyat Hametim and understand that he did indeed subscribe to a miraculous physical

Resurrection8 .

14.  See Part 1 Source 19 above - Maimonides Introduction to Perek Helek

15.ubhnth ub,kce habta gsuh tuv hf 'ohbhbg hbak ';ud obht c"vugv hbca ghrfvk ohrcs u,ucrvc k"z crv ,ufhrt vbvu
ibht cua ,uhjvk v"cev sh,ga oh,n (/cm ihrsvbx) urntu jmbk ,unv gkcc uarsa vn hp kg 'v,hn vhj,v hrjt ihta
kgu 'u,kfh kfc ,gsv vz kycn k"z crvu 'o,upudc tuvv okugc uhjh vhj,v hrjt c"vugv hbc ,gsv vzku 'irpgk ihrzuj

ovhrcsc tmnha unf ,tzv vbufv kg uktv ,urusv hnfjn ohcr uhkg uekj vz
 kundv rga sfe ,ut - i"cnrvk ostv ,ru, rpx

The position of the Ramban and the kabbalists is that Techiyat Hametim is the ultimate state of man - an eternal rejoining
of body and soul, reaching the level of Adam pre-Sin, whereby the body can become ever more and more refined by the

impact of the spiritual soul for all eternity.  For the Ramban, this eternal physical-spiritual state is ‘The World to Come’ -

Olam Haba.  For the kabbalists, Olam Haba is not merely the world of souls that a person reaches after death, but the

ultimate eternal world of the Resurrection.

What function does Resurrection have in Rambam’s understanding of the ultimate World to Come as a purely spiritual existence? For

the Rambam, Techiyat Hametim is not directly connected to Yemot Hamashiach or to Olam Haba. One possible answer is that even a

temporary Resurrection will of enormous benefit in order to gain the ultimate Olam Haba.  Presumably, those resurrected will use their

time wisely!

16.wr hb, /////// tnux sjtu rdhj sjt ohrnua lknv uc chauvu ,utb ,urufc uc vhvu xsrp uk vhva lknk kan ktgnah wr hb,
ohnkugv iucr uhbpk ,rnut thvu vnabv og ihhsnu ;udv jhbn vaug v"cev vn ihsc ihsnug ;udvu apbv k"gk ///// thhj
,t kct ihtyuj iva ouenn tuv ohbu,j,v in ;udv vk rnt 'hng ihhsnu ;udv ,t jhbn v,t vn hbpn ubtyj ,jtf ubhba

 /lng ihhsnu ;udv ,t jhbn hbt lfhpk hbpk ihtyuj ihta ouenn ohbuhkgv in
 v inhx s varp trehu ,arp vcr trehu

In fact the Rambam also has explicit support from Chazal.  The Midrash brings the mashal of the blind and lame
watchmen in the name of R’ Yishmael.   It then brings a contrary opinion - of R. Chiyah - that only the soul will be judged

in the ultimate judgement.

8.  For some interesting exceptions to this rule see Shapiro, The Limits of Orthodox Theology pp154-6, in particular the views of Rabbi Joseph Hertz (former British Chief Rabbi) and Rav

Yosef Kapach.
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B] THE ORDER OF YEMOT HAMASHIACH AND TECHIYAT HAMETIM

17. I said that the Mashiach would not be required to do wonders, like miraculously splitting the Red Sea, or resurrecting the dead

....  But from this analysis it does not follow that God will not revive the dead by His will and wish when He desires and

whomever He desires to resurrect.  It will happen in the lifetime of Mashiach, or before him, or after he dies.

From Ma’amar Techiyat Hametim of the Rambam

SUMMARY 1:  THE DESTINY OF THE WORLD

Rambam:   THIS WORLD » NATURAL YEMOT HAMASHIACH » TEMPORARY RESURRECTION [BEFORE, DURING OR AFTER MASHIACH] » SPIRITUAL OLAM HABA

Ramban:   THIS WORLD » SUPERNATURAL YEMOT HAMASHIACH » ETERNAL RESURRECTION = PHYSICAL/SPIRITUAL OLAM HABA

SUMMARY 2:  THE PATH OF THE INDIVIDUAL SOUL

Rambam:  LIFE  » DEATH » SOUL WORLD/GAN EDEN » TEMPORARY RESURRECTION » DEATH » ETERNAL SPIRITUAL OLAM HABA

Ramban:  LIFE  » DEATH » SOUL WORLD/GAN EDEN » ETERNAL RESURRECTION/OLAM HABA

C] A NON-MIRACULOUS RESURRECTION?

18. The Resurrection, however, is a miraculous event.  Its sense is easily grasped and nothing more is needed than to believe in it

as the authentic tradition teaches us.  It is something outside the nature of existence and no rational proof of it exists. It

simply follows the pattern of all miracles; it is to be accepted and that is that  

From Ma’amar Techiyat Hametim of the Rambam

The Rambam’s position seems clear, but see the following extract from R. Aryeh Kaplan’s sefer Immortality,
Resurrection and the Age of the Universe for a more technological approach to the matter
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