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A] THE BEIT YOSEF - A REVOLUTION IN PSAK

1.hf sg ubhkg utc 'uzk uz ,urmu ',upuf, ,ururm ,urm vnfu ubfkv vkudcu hkf kt hkfn uberuv ohnhv ubk ufrt hf hvhu /////
 ubh,ubugc ubc ohhe,b (sh:yf uvhgah)udu uh º�n�f�j ,´!n "f �j Æv �s "c$�t "u'w tkt ,uru, wcf vru,v ,hagb tk hf /vhsnuku vru,v sh ,kztu

///// /vhbhsu vhypan ruthcc ohtmnbv ohrpxv cur ,cxk rpxn iht ,uru,f

/stn uhkg rcsv scfh 'okuf ohexupvu oharpnvu trndv hrcsc utmunu uara ruejk lrymha ihs kfc ost rnth otu
k"z shdnv crv ruthck tuv lurc ausev ubfhza ,uhv og hf /sunk,c ihsv ouen ,gsk j,pv tumnk vtkh hf ifa kf

///// sunk,c ohbhsv ,unuen ubk ohrunv ojurh ubhcr ruchjku

kf hrcs heukju ovc ohekujv kf hrcs ;hevku ohhruc kg ohbhsv kf hara gshk vmura hnc 'lf ostv shk tcv ihsc otu
ohexupv kf hrcsu oharpnvu trndv hrcs ihsu ihs kfc ihhgh ukhpta /ubnn rmcha vnfu vnf ,jt kg 'ovn sjtu sjt

///// u"j ehrk gdh tmnbu ,upg,xvv hcr ohrcsc od vnu 'ostc vhumn vjfav stn kusd jruy tuva

'vkhxnv kexk hbmj h,rgbu ,utcm wvk h,tbe v"vkz u"rte ;xuh r"rvunc ohrpt r"rvunc ;xuh hpktc ksv hbt if kg
aht ohexupv ,urcx heukhj kf og 'trndvn ovhtmunu ovhara ruthcc ohdvubv ohbhsv kf kkuf rpx rcjk h,nfxvu
h,nfxv ifku 'hbnsea hn hrcs cu,fku kupfk lrymt tka hsf unmg hbpc ruchj vz rpx ,uagk h,htr tku /rsgb tk
/okugc oxrupn r,uhv exupv u,uhvk k"z o"cnrv rpxk ufnxk h,gsc vkgu /ohnxrupnv ohexupvn sjtk ufnxk
h,nfxv ifku /ongyu ohexupv rta ,urcx cu,fku lhrtvk lhrm h,hhvu ,jt trcx tkt thcn ubhta hbpn 'hc h,rzju

//// /ohexupv ,ugs cur kkuf tuv hf 'k"z a"trv ic cegh ubhcr crv rcja ohruy vgcrt rpxk ufnxk

'a"trvu ';"hrv hexpu 'i"rvu ',upxu,vu 'h"ar aurhp og sunk,v hrcs :uhbpk ohrusx uhvh uhbpk vz rpx vhvha hna tmnb
rpxu 'trus hrgau 'jeurvu 'yekv hkcau 'vnur,v rpxu 'ojurh ubhcru 'vban shdnu 'uh,uvdvu o"cnrvu 'hfsrnvu
rpxu 'rudtvu 'dhvbnv rpxu 'hrhat ,uvdvu ',hcv ,ru,u 'ohhj ,ujrtu 'e"nxu 'd"nxu ';xuh henbu 'ruyhgv rpxu '."ca,v
kf - iasv ,nur,u 'iukue h"rvnu jnm rc iugna r"vu ,aa rc h"rvu t"carvu a"trv ,ucua,u 's"ctrvk apbv hkgc

/rvuzv hrntn ,unuen ,mecu /chyhv ohrtucn ovhrcs

kg ,upxu,v hrcs rjt ohfanb okuf iunhhn ,uvdvu vnur,v rpxu e"nxu d"nxu hfsrnvu a"trva gsub rcf hf ,uhvku
,gs cu,fk lhrm hbht ,upxu,v ,gs c,uf hbtaf hf 'gnua ubsajh kt o,gs cu,ft tk ,unuen ,mec ot ifk /curv
i,kj,c cu,fu xupsc ,rpugu kzrc ygc ,ucu,f t"carv ,ucua, ,me hshk tc vbvu] /oaurhpf on,xa ukkv ohausev
,ucua,c cu,f c,uf hbt t"carv ,cua, thva gsuh hbta hp kg ;t ,ucua, i,utn c,uf hbtafu /i"cnrv ,ucua, ova

//// [/vhkg sungk kfuh vnmg vcua,v iuak ihhgk vmrha hnu ost kf shc ohhumn xupsv hrpxa hpk i"cnrvk

/sjt ypanu ,jt vru, ubk ,uhvk - ,hkf,v uvz hf ,urcxv ihc ghrftu vfkv euxpt ohrcsv kf rjta h,gsc vkgu
t"carvu i"cnrv haushju ,upxu,v vbv ',uhsunk, ,uhtru ,ubgyc ohexupv ihc ihs ghrfba rnuk ubtc ota h,htru
rat uvzhtu ?!,uhtru ,ubgy ;hxuvk ,adk uck crgh rat vz hnu /,ughsvn ,jt kfk ,uhtru ,ubgy ohtkn k"z i"rvu
ghrfvk ut 'ov urrhca vn ru,xk ,uhtru ,ubgy hp kg ovhbhc ghrfvk kt hrrv ohrvv ihc uatr xhbfvk uck uvtknh
tkt sug tku /ovhkg ofj,vk ifa kf 'ovhrcs ihcvk ubhkfa gmn rme ohcrv ubh,ubugc hf ?!ov ughrfv tka vnc

 /r,uhc vfurt lrs thva hpk vc ehzjvk hutr vhv tk vz lrs lursk ubk rapt vhv ukhpta

;"hrv vnv tkv - ovh,utruvc ovhkg igab ktrah ,hc ,hcv rat vtruvv hsung ,aka ,uhvk hf h,gsc h,nfxv ifku
,menc tk ot 'o,unf vfkv euxpb ,jt ,gsk ohnhfxn ovn ohbaa ouenca hck kt h,rnt - k"z a"trvu o"cnrvu

/lphvc dvbnv yap ifku tuvv ,gsv kg ihekuj ocur ut ktrah hnfj kfa ,unuen

i"cnrv vbv 'rcsc ihekuj ihrtabv ohsung hbavu 'tuvv ihsc u,gs vkhd tk ohrfzbv ohsungv wdv in sjta ouenu
,gsv kt hf /lkb ',fkk ihahse i"hvkt jur jurv vna vhvh rat ouen kt /ubhbpk k"z d"nxu hfsrnvu i"rvu t"carvu

/vfkv euxpb if icur uyh rat

/tuvv ihsc o,gs uc,fa ohnxrupnv ohnfjv hrcsf euxpb ohrfzbv ohsung wdv in sjt oua u,gs vkhd tka ouencu
/kuafn ohrvk ,gsv kt vcureu vbufb - lknv lrs uz lrsu

ofjv hrcs ovhkg ukce rcf hf /odvbnc uehzjh 'lpvc ghrfb ubta hp kg ;t 'ohrcs ,mec ruxht udvb ,umrt ,mec otu
 udvba ouen erpc t,htsf r,hv duvbk ovk ruxtu rxutv(/tb ohjxp)////// 

,buuf ihcvk uc ihhgh sungk jf uc iht ratu /vrmeu vfurt lrs thv vz rumhec ohrjucku /rtucn ohnfjk vz rpx ,kgu,u
,hcna oaf hf - w;xuh ,hcw uh,tre if kg /vhc tkufk iuzn vz rpxa tmnb /ihhruc kg ohruy vgcrt rpx rcjnv hrcs

//// /apbv iuzn vz rpxn ohbuzb uhvh lf ';udv iuzn kfv ohbuzb uhv ;xuh
ruyv kg ;xuh ,hc rpxk vnsev
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Rav Yosef Karo (16th century, Turkey/Israel) wrote the Beit Yosef  (published in the 1550s and the Shulchan Aruch in the

1560s) following what he saw as a breakdown in mesora after the expulsion of the Spanish community in 1492
1
.  He felt

unqualified not only to argue with the earlier authorities - ‘Rishonim’, but also to chose between them based on his

analysis of their approaches. As such, he adopted a formalistic system of halachic ruling by following a majority psak out
of the Rif, Rambam and Rosh

2
.  This was a new and controversial departure from the previous ‘derech hapsak’ on a

number of grounds:- (i) that the posek of the time was unwilling to use their own analysis of the Talmud to reach a

halachic decision; (ii) that the psak of other ‘big names’ in the Rishonim would largely be ignored, most notably the
schools of Rashi and Tosafot; (iii) that the concept of ‘majority’ applied in the modern era outside the context of a

Sanhedrin; (iv) that a majority could be taken from such a small group (of 3).

B] REACTION TO/AGAINST THE BEIT YOSEF

B1] THE B’Y OFTEN OVERRULES THE ROSH

2./ibhyeb hfv 'sjt ,gsk ohnhfxn owcnrvu ;whrva iuhf vfkv ihbgks vwvkz urte hwrrvun kusdv crv c,fa hp kg ;tu
/urpxc ohcr ohngp exupa vz exp iput kg ohbpc ohbp ung uekjbu u,nfj sucf kg uxp, ohcra h,gna rcfu
ihc kevk ihc 't,uucr vnfu a"trv sdb o,rcx vhvh ukhptu 'ibhyeb hfv cu,f sjt ,gsk ohnhfxn o"cnrvu ;"hrvaf
rh,vk osdbf atr keh hnu !uvbhb hndtc hbe hkye utk 'k"z h"ar ovhkg ;xubu 'uh,ucr kfu awtrvs epx hkcu /rhnjvk

/ohsrpx ka ocr vhv awtrv hf ubh,unuenc yrpcu //// ?vru, ruxht
uwna, (/jne) ske hrhbuktan ivfv vnka wr ,wua

The Maharshach
3
 disputes the methodology of the Beit Yosef, who follows a majority of the Rif and Rambam (who in any

event usually agree) against the Rosh.  The psak of the Rosh was in fact adopted by many Sefardic communities and to
overrule his position was considered unacceptable.

B2] THE B’Y LEAVES OUT OPINIONS AND CONFUSES OTHERS

3.'u,nfjc kc, ihfv /v"vkz urte h"rvun kusdv crv - gdr kfcu ,g kfc kaunv kusdv rutnv hcmv .rtc wv ghpuv ratfu
///.rnb iuhgc rtucn ruchj uvunf gnab tk /w;xuh ,hcw utre ////u,hcc ofhkuvu ohrzupn ohrpxc ,utmnbv ,urcxv kf .ce
crv rat ,unumg ,uepxu ,ucr ,ufucn ohbhsc ah 'iuhgv vbkhfh tk rat 'vkusdu vcr v,hv vftknv hf ,uhvk vbnt lt
tmnb ohngp vnfu /ok, kg ovhrcs ihcvku 'ihhruc kg ,urcxv kfavku gshk rdb icu rdb lhrmu /ovc kkf rhfzv tk v"vkz
rehgvu 'cr ;ukhj ovhbhc aha vtrh ovhrcsc enugcu kusd iuhgc ehngnvu 'vcuyk ohua ok1fa vtrba ohexupv hrcsc

/,urcxv ;ukj gshk tuv ,ubunn hbhsc
/f-yh wng (kdhpa ,rusvn) lkn tan 'trzg wi ;xuh wr

R. Yosef Ibn Ezra
4
 was broadly in awe of the incredible work of the Beit Yosef, but rejected some of its conclusions,

especially in monetary laws, as oversimplified and having omitted important opinions which disagree with his psak
5
.

B3] THE B’Y IS NOT SUFFICIENTLY FOCUSED ON ASHKENAZIM AND LATER AUTHORITIES

4.uh ,hc rcjnv crva gush hf;xfb ohkusdv kt ugcyc/;x
g vakau hba hp kg ouen kfc vfkv expuohs njbv ohbutdv vnv/ohs 

nmb ,jt ,gsk ovn ohbaa ouen kfc a"trvu o"cnrvu ;"hrv/ohs

1. According to some views the breakdown was earlier - in Spain at the end of the 14th century when the persecution of the Jewish community increased tremendously.  For the

Spanish community, 1391 was essentially their ‘Kristalnacht’ after which things spiralled downwards and Jewish communities were unable to function normally. According to this

approach, Rabbeinu Nisim of Gerona (the Ran - c.1305-c.1375) was effectively the end of the Rishonim.  Other views place the line between Rishonim and Acharonim even earlier,

at the time of the Black Death in the mid 14th century when hundreds of rabbis died and communities was wiped out and the transmission of Torah was severely impacted.

2. Some commentators see the inclusion of the Rosh as the Ashkenazi representative of the group, so that the Beit Yosef would become accepted in Ashkenazi communities. Others

disagree, arguing that the Beit Yosef never considered his authority to extent beyond the Sefardic communities of the Ottoman Empire and ‘Arabistan’, including Eretz Yisrael, Syrian

and what is now known as the Middle East.  According to the latter position, the Rosh was included since his psak (from his base in Toledo) was the accepted tradition of the region

of Castile, as contrasted with other regions - Catalonia, Aragon and Navarre - where the Rambam was considered to be the ‘mara de’atra’. While still in Spain, different communities

followed their regional traditions.  However, after the Expulsion, R. Yosef Karo was seeking to create a pan-Iberian psak which incorporated both the Rambam and the Rosh.  In fact,

although some responded that the Rosh was not sufficiently prominent in the Beit Yosef, other resisted the introduction of the Rosh’s psak into the heavily Rambam-oriented

communities of the Middle East.     

3. R. Shlomo HaCohen of Salonika (late 16th century, Ottoman Empire).

4. 16/17th century Salonika/Sofia.

5. This is especially important in monetary laws where a litigant in Beit Din can make a claim of ‘kim li’ [“I hold”] - that they wish to follow a minority opinion which supports their claim.

Some authorities at the time of the Beit Yosef felt that opinions he had ignored should be taken into account for a claim of ‘kim li’.  Over the following centuries, after the broad

acceptance of the Shulchan Aruch and Rema, Batei Din tended to restrict claims of ‘kim li’ to opinions which were actually brought by the Mechaber/Mapa. 
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kg aj tk vru,v hrhst t,uucr rtakuovhba hrcsf vfkv euxpk sng ohkusd ouenc er/ovh
r,c tku htne ov hf ;tuhtnes htne uc ujuuma ohrcsk aj tku/ht

r,cf ouen kfc vfkv euxpk ohcr ung unhfxvu ihcurhgs c"p ;ux expa ;"hrv tkvhtne hrcsk aujk tku/ht
k,v kmt crv ouenc ukhptushn, ohburjtv uexp ifu/shn

hgbv ivh,ucua,c h"trvnu e"hrvn oatrcu,unukg, kf ukhdu lajn kf urhtv ivc rat/,un
hsnv uktc rat ohdvbnv kf r,x rcsv vz h"gu,ub hapc vzv kkfv kg ohubc ocur rat,uyhn,u /,un

rcs rjt ohepepn ihtuovhkg eukjk f"d h,hmr tk ifku/ivh
g heunbu hngyu 'duvb hfv rcs kf kmt h,c,fuhn/mgn h,rnt tk ot urnut oa uhkg h,c,f rcs kfuhn

ac treb ,uhvk hk vtrb h,c,f ztu/hn
duan ihk, h,t h,hgy hkutc otuh,ddau hbujrx ohrjtc vk,b tvh tkuh, /

ruyv kg van hfrs rpxk vnsev

The Rema (in many pages of rhyming prose!) agrees with the Beit Yosef that he is unwilling to argue with the analysis of

the Rishonim.  However, he felt that he WAS able to choose between those positions of the Rishonim which he felt were
most supported by his analysis. As such, he rejected the Beit Yosef’s formalistic method of psak based on the Rif, Rosh

and Rambam, and adopted the halachic principle of ruling according to the ‘batra’a’ (the later authorities) since they

had considered all the view of the earlier ones.  This meant that he brought into the halachic mainstream not only the

rulings of earlier Ashkenazi authorities, such as Rashi and the Ba’alei haTosafot (12/13th century, France/Germany), but
also many of the later rulings of the Ashkenazi gedolim of the 14/15th century, such as the Maharil, the Maharik, the

Mahari Mintz and the Terumat Hadeshen.  

B4] THE B’Y HAS ABANDONED THE PROPER DERECH HAPSAK - FROM THE TALMUD

5.uhv tka ohbunsev ohrpxn ohaushj vnf vtrvu /ohruyv kg u"rte h"rvn vaga ruchju rpx ubhshk tc curen asj hf
'uhbpk vcajnc vkg rat kfn rcs rxhj tku /ohrpxv kfc utmnb rat ohaushju ,uhrfb ,ucua,u 'urcga ohnhc ohshc
ruxhtc ohngpv curc 'xrfv ,rcxn u,gsn ,ufkv hexp hbhhbgc ,urap vag kct /uc rsd,vk ouen jhbv tka ygnfu
ghrfv tuva !tuv oapbca ugsh tku 'uhexpu uhrcs rjt ohfkuv ohshnk,vu /vbv sg udvbu ubkce rat vkcev sdb r,hvu
lfa urpxc cu,f ifa utra rjtn /vzc uda vbvu /uvhh,uuf euxpk ihdvub ubt rat ohexupvu wxu,v sdb ohngp vnf
jumu hj sjt sungh ot /ubhnth rpxc c,fa vn - ovhbpk rat grv ihhbgv lf hf 'wthsvk u"rtev c,f lfw urnt vfkv
tbshtv yrpcu /vbuatr vnsevc h,c,f ratf 'uhrcsk uahjh tk 'vkcec whpt ut ',urund ,uhtrc if ihsv ihta thfurff
vzcu /ohaushjv kf uc utmn rat rpxv hrcs ohxpu, hfv ouanu 'ohygun ohsnukvu ohcurn ohfnxbv ohcrv ,ubugca

/ohbezk ohrgbvu 'ohkusdk ohbyev uuauv
ihkuj ,fxnk vnsev vnka ka oh

6.urafha hn tkt 'ohburjtv in ut 'ohbutdv in sjtf euxpk vkce iht hat cru tbhcr ,unhn hf /rhgv uz tku lrsv uz tku
/sunk,c grfv ihta ouenc t,pxu,u hnkaurhvu /sunk,v hp kg l,uj ,punc ohsxuhn i,uhvk 'uhrcs

 tne tcc ,fxnk vnsev vnka ka oh

Other contemporaries of the Shulchan Aruch, here the vociferous view of the Yam Shel Shlomo
6
, disagreed with the entire

approach of ‘hachra’a’ based on choosing the position of a previous posek - whether by a formalistic process or by
following the later authorities.  They insisted that the derech hapsak had always been and should continue to be ‘hora’a’

- whereby great halachic minds learn all of the talmudic sources and their commentaries and come to their own opinion

as to what the halacha should be.

7.rcsc vkj,n uesesh tk ot rcs kf ka ihbgv ogy ihgsuh iht ov hrvu /g"ua lu,n vfkv ihruna i,ut ukkv ,uruscu ///// 
 sunk,v lu,nj", aunha tuva/ivc rugdk ahu okug hkcn kkfc iv hrvu o,utruvc kpb ,ugyu /

/cf vyux ,usdt haushj t"arvn

The Maharsha
7
 strongly rejects those poskim who blindly follow the rulings of the Shulchan Aruch without understanding

their underlying reasoning.   

6. R. Shlomo Luria, 16th century Poland.

7. R. Shmuel Eidels, 16/17th century Poland.
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8.:vcua, ov g"a p"g ,utruv ,uruvk ihfanba i,uta ,gsh rcf vfkvf tka vru,c ohrunvvtruv ka arua ugsh tk hf /
 /ktrahc ,ueukjn ohcrn lf h"gu ockn ongy ohsucu /ohexpv utmh hn iycn

 p inhx (,ubah) j"c ,"ua

9.ubt hrv vz scknu /,ubunn hbhsc yrpcu 'o"cnrv iuakf ohnu,x ov ygnf uhrcs kf hf /g"avn ohbhsv curc euxpk t"t
,uthecu vrh,h vnfj lhrmu /okug hbutd uekjb ohrcsv curc odu 'ouh kfc ohbhsc ukpb ,uehpx vcrvu vcrva ohtur
;tu /vyuxs d"p x"ac t,htsfu 'vbufb vtruv ,uruvk uk t"t trndv sunhkc khdr tka hnu /ehpxn ogyc ghrfvk vcrv

/sck g"av h"g a"f 'sutn rcsv vae ohexup rtan
 cn inhx ,uasjv j"c ,"ua

The Bach
8
 criticizes those who rule directly from the short-form Shulchan Aruch and consider them to be ruling against

the true halacha by adopting a ‘gut psak’, not knowing the sources properly and thereby increasing halachic disputes. 

10. 'vru,v in tmuh vhvha hutr vz rcsu /vagnk vfkv vrun tuv ratf vru,v rehg hf,hkfa thv vru,v ratvz rcsu /
lfhpku /vru,v kg snuga okugv ouhe htsuc vz rcsu /vagnk vfkvv tmuh vhvha hutr vznu 'hkfa tuva sunk,v tuv
hf /hs vz vhv vbanv lu,n vfkv ohexup uhv ot vzv rusc kct /wokug hkcnw ov vbanv lu,n vfkv ohruna ohtb,v
tuv sunk,v hf sunk,k vhuag thva vbanv lu,n vfkv ihexup iht kct 'uhkt vkj,vu sunk,k ,hatr thv vbanv

 er /vbanv aurhpvagnk vfkv ,uruvk urcj,b rat ohexpv lu,n vfkv ohexup ovaer o,ut snkk uagb tku 
/,gsv in eujr r,uh vz rcsu 'ovn euxpk

o,gs vhv tk 'rurhc tkc ohexpv urcj ov oda cd kg ;t 'vfrck uburfz ruyvu vfrck uburfz o"cnrv unf ohbuatrvu
er 'ihsv tmuh ouen vzhtn gsha hkcn vfu,n ostv euxpk kct /sunk,v lu,n vkug tuv ratu vfkvv ;ux ,uruvk er
rtc,va unf 'haudnt cajb vbanv lu,n exupv itf urnt hrva /o,ucajn kgu o,gs kg vkg tk 'tngy tkc t,fkv
uhvhu hrndk sunk,v ,t ihczug uhvha ihnrud uhvh ovv ohrucjv hf ohrcjnv ugsh uktu /h,uf unf cajb tuva ,ubd rtau

 /o,ut ohrcjn uhv tk ohrucjv lu,n ihexuptka aujk ah hf ;tu 'sunk,v lu,n exup vhvha iufb r,uhu hutr r,uh hf
i,ub uka kfava vn er ofjk iht ouen kfn /,ntv hpk vtruvv vhv,a u,hntk ihsv euxph tku ,ntv lrsc lkh

sunk,v lu,n ihcnuvn hpf vrun tuv ratf lrc,h oav kt cuvt tuv vz kf og u,ut vgy, u,nfju u,buc, ratfu /
kkf rcsv ogy gsh tku sjt rucj lu,n exupa hnn cuy r,uh tuvu /,utur uhbhga vn er ihhsk ihtu 'ukfa in chhj,na
tkv ?!vfkv expb lht - u,ut ugsh tku sunk,c ohthec obhta vzv rusc if ot rnth hkutcu /lrsc r2u 3g unf lkuva
hec ,uhvk usunk, kg rzuj sjt ihta vn vz kfu /vfkv euxpk ohutr ubt ihtu vru, vjf,aba !vz rcs tuv vae htsuc
'ubtrh u,ru,n ,utkpbu ubck ,uapy ruxhu ubesm vrun tch hf sg vru,c ubburxj ksud /vkgnk ubc,fa unf usunkc khdru

!int 'ubhnhc vrvnc iumr hvh ifu int
u�y erp vru,v ch,b - dtrpn k�rvnk okug ,uch,b

The Maharal endorsed the opposition to the Shulchan Aruch and even goes so far as to say that it would be better for a
gadol to engage in talmudic analysis and get it ‘wrong’ (provided that he did not make a clear mistake) rather than

blindly follow the psak of another Rav, even the Shulchan Aruch.

The four sections of the Tur/Shulchan Aruch are:

Orach Chayim : This name means “the way of life.” The first third of this section deals with daily rituals chronologically from the time one wakes up in

the morning until he goes to sleep at night. It includes the laws related to hygiene, wearing tzitzit, donning tefillin, the prayers, and the blessings

before and after eating foods. The weekly laws of Shabbat and the brief laws of the new month are contained in the next third of Orach Chayim, and

the annual festivals are covered in the final third.

Yoreh Deah : This section deals, in general, with ritual law that is not time-based. The first third is concerned with the kosher status of various foods.

The rest of Yoreh Deah is comprised of smaller sections. They include the laws of idolatry, usury, family purity, oaths, relationships with parents and

teachers, charity, sacred scrolls, circumcision, agricultural laws, burial, and mourning.

Even HaEzer: This section contains the laws that pertain to marriage. Starting, logically, with the mitzva to marry, it progresses to the laws of whom

one may marry, the laws of the wedding ceremony, and to the monetary and other obligations that take effect after marriage. The last parts of Even

HaEzer discuss the dissolution of marriage. Here, one finds the laws of gittin (divorce), yibbum/chalitza (the processes that a woman needs her

brother-in-law to perform if her husband dies without children), and suspicion of adultery.

Choshen Mishpat: This last section of the Tur/Shulchan Aruch is concerned with monetary law. It begins with the laws of a Jewish court and of

testimony given before it. It then discusses the relative strength of different types of claims and the administration of an oath in order to decide

between the claims of the litigants. Other areas of monetary law discussed are worker/employer relations, contracts and transactions, damages,

watchmen, etc.

8. R. Yoel Sirkis, 16/17th century Poland.
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