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* In Part 1 we looked at historical background to the Ashkenazi-Sefardi pronunciation. We also saw that R. Moshe Feinstein ruled that

every pronunciation that evolved in an Orthodox Jewish community was considered to be a halachically correct version of Hebrew.

* In Part 2 we looked at some of the halachic implications to the pronunciation of Hebrew, including tefilla, keriyat Shema and also

the pronunciation of God’s Name. In this concluding part we will address the issue of switching havara.

A] ONE MAY NOT SWITCH HAVARA
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In this 1932 teshuva, Rav Kook is totally opposed to switching havarot from one’s tradition pronunciation to a Modern
Hebrew, especially for Yemenites to switch their traditional havara which R. Kook considers to be superior. He gives
three broad arguments: (i) switching havara is not simply a matter of ‘kara velo dikdek’ when one is yotzei bedieved.
Rather, they would be saying the words incorrectly in which case one is not yotzei at all! (ii) switching havara is a

breach of minhag and thus of the injunction ‘al titosh Torato imecha’; (iii) kabbalistic considerations.
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* But, on this basis, how, when and why did Mercaz HaRav change its havara to that Modern Hebrew? The understanding is that R.
Tzvi Yehuda Kook felt that, by the mid 20th century, his talmidim were so immersed in speaking Modern Hebrew in their normal lives
that it was extremely confusing for them to have to switch back to Ashkenazis for learning and davening. As such he relied on other
shitot, against the original psak of his fathert, to allow the havara to be changed. Nevertheless the Roshei Yeshiva of Mercaz HaRav
continue to daven in Ashkenazis.
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The Magen Avraham rules that our minhagim in tefilla are precious and must be preserved. The ‘12 nuschaot’ in tefilla
correspond to our tribes and many not be switched. He suggests that this could, in some cases, even relate to the tunes
that are used. Certainly, some poskim relate this to the havara in which one davens.
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that it is preferable that a shul has 12 windows.
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Dayan Yitzchak Weiss, in a 1958 teshuva to the British Chief Rabbi Israel Brodie, completely rejects the possibility of
changing one’s havara to that of Modern Hebrew. He gives a number of reasons, including: (i) the requirement to
pronounce words of tefilla (including parts of tefilla other than the Shema, such as Pesukei d’Zimra) ‘properly’;

1. Of course, we cannot know if Rav Avraham Kook would have changed his psak if he had been alive in this later period.
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(ii) the requirement to stick to the minhag of one’s community, (iii) kabbalistic issues flagged by Rabbeinu Bachya, (iv)
the incorrectness of the Modern Hebrew havara, taking the worst of the other traditional havarot; (v) the anti-religious
motivation of the Zionists who introduced the changes.
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R. Tzvi Pesach Frank rules that one may NOT change their traditional havara and, in principle, the Rabbis should object
strongly against this. However, since he accepts that people will not listen to rabbinic disapproval on this issue, it is
better for the rabbis to say nothing.
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R. Yitzchak Halevi Herzog rules, in a 1945 teshuva to the Chief Rabbi of Johannesburg, that the community should NOT
change its havara from their traditional Ashkenazis. Although he starts the teshuva by rejecting Rav Kook’s arguments
and questioning whether there is any technical prohibition to change havara (ie due to not pronouncing the words
correctly or rejecting community custom), in the end he rejects any change for the following reasons: (i) These changes
to a Sefardic havara were introduced by the Reform and maskilim in the 19th century’ whose motivation was against
Torah, (ii) people will not be able to make the change properly and this will result in a very mixed up ‘Ashkefardi’
pronunciation; (iii) changing the havara will cause machloket.

* in 1945 the South Africa community was still very traditional and had not communally adopted Modern Hebrew havara. This
contrasted with the situation in Israel in which some religious communities had already began moving across to the new pronunciation.

B] ONE MAY SWITCH PRIVATELY BUT NOT PUBLICLY
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R. Moshe Feinstein reiterates in this teshuva (from 1969) the principle that we saw in the teshuva cited in Part 1 - that all
traditional havarot are valid. As such, a person can pray privately in whichever havara they are best able to. However,
for a public reading, such as the leining of a bar-mitzva boy, R. Moshe rules that this must be in the havara used by that
community.

* This is also the position of R. Shlomo Zalman Auerbach - that where an person prays as shaliach tzibbur (including kaddish, leining
or an aliya to the Torah) he must follow the practice of the tzibbur.

2. Note that R. Herzog does not refer to any concern at the Zionist introduction of Modern Hebrew. He is after all the Chief Rabbi of the Yishuv!
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However, in a 1980 teshuva, R. Moshe adjusts his psak for this specific situation. In this case, a yekkish shul in Argentina
which had a strict Ashkenazis havara was faced with an increasing numbers of barmitzva boys who had been taught at
school to read with a Modern Hebrew pronunciation. Since the relevant families would not in any event require the boy
to lein in Ashkenasis and would be likely to go to a different shul, even a Conservative shul, R. Feinstein is lenient in the
following cases. If the boy is simply leining maftir/haftara this is permitted. If the boy is leining the whole parasha, even
though this is not ideal, the shul should allow it for the sake of shalom and make sure that there is another Ashkenazis
leining in a parallel minyan or at a hashkama minyan. Even if the boy wishes to daven from the amud this can be
allowed on a temporary basis since the purpose of the repetition these days is really only kedusha and for the people to
say Amen to the berachot and almost no one is actually yotzei their tefilla through chazarat hashatz.

C] ONE MAY SWITCH HAVARA ON A TEMPORARY BASIS
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R. Eliezer Waldenburg was asked (1962) by a traditional Ashkenazis speaker whether he could accept a position in a
hospital to make kiddush on Shabbat with a Sefardic havara for a group of nurses who spoke only Modern Hebrew.
While not giving a psak on the broader question of changing havara permanently, R. Waldenberg rules clearly that one
may switch pronunciation in this way on a temporary basis where needed. Furthermore, the man making kiddush also
fulfills his own halachic obligation even though he normally reads with a different havara.

D] ONE MAY SWITCH HAVARA PERMANENTLY
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R. Bentzion Uziel rules’ that it is permitted to switch to the Modern Hebrew pronunciation. His reasons include: (i) the
issue had been discussed by rabbis but never ruled on definitively by an authoritative rabbinic body’ (i) God is concerned
with the intention and heart of the person; He hears and understands all prayers (Sefer Chasidim). If this is true of
someone who prayers with unintentional mistakes and errors, it is even more correct for a person who intends to daven
in a havara that they understand to be correct; (ii) any havara accepted by a religious Jewish community becomes a
legitimate havara - the Jewish people have a collective nevua, (iii) there is no breach of ‘al titosh’ unless the minhag one
is rejecting pertains to issur veheter - eg extending Shabbat, waiting between meat and milk etc. Since changing one’s
havara does not fall into that category, it is not considered an illegitimate rejection of community custom, (iv) it is very
difficult for people to change a havara that they are used to, and an attempt to change will be likely to lead to confusion
in davening, (v) the change has already happened and cannot be reversed.

3. His teshuvot was published between 1935 and 1940, when he was the Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv. He became the Sefardic Chief Rabbi of the Yishuv (which became the State of Israel)
in 1939.

4. It should be noted that Rav Kook, the former Chief Rabbi, had CLEARLY ruled that it was prohibited to change havara. In this teshuva (written during R. Kook’s lifetime and before R.
Uziel became the Sefardic Chief Rabbi), R. Uziel clearly did not consider this to be binding. Note that Rav Kook wrote a warm hashkama for the early teshuvot of R. Uziel but made it
very clear in the hashkama that he strongly disagreed with the psak of R. Uziel on changing one’s havara.

To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com




5785 - )10 DNIAN  rabbi@rabbimanning.com 6 “'oa

MDYNA 5290 NN NO$IND 219 NT990 NN XMpH oNn - 11.
MINN-I20 DWINYIY TITDN KLV DOVNNYN I9DN NI ITNIOYW DIYINY ,XVIND YN MNONUIV NINYN 1272
MoNPN 992 NMID MNPDVYND XVINA STINNDY XITPD DNNN DNPN DOV TV ,NT XVIN 19 DY NNNA NIPD DN
NYIPD P TIV0N RV DHINNY MINN-I12D MIND IMN DN ,NORYM INIY NINIY NDION ONA 112 1D ,MNIdNIY
9"PINT PP YNNI PYTSN PNIN OWA D TN . NDNN NN OINNMPA 19 O"Y NOXINDY MY NV NIAYN DY NN
DYTPN NN DN NNIYD NDXD XD AR T PNND

9910 NN NOXIND YTIV0N XV DN X'YO DIDINY D PHNND Y ,DI290 P MYTN NI NN NONY NNNI N
NV NIPY MNN-120 MYIND 0NN DDPN RPPIIND 191 PNTIND D O NYNYY A ODPN YN MIDIWUNRD NVINI
YN XD N . NDNI NN XVNNND MY MINN-I2 122N DN DPRY Y'NI DDVT) D2 W 1t YD I TI90N
NYIAYN 299YW 98T DNOTIY ON PRND JHY 12 JOXD PYNRIN PRIN 22T DX XY D'PINT PP Y'NXINND PRI 02T NN N
NN VSN PN .OPPTYY OT) D2 DY NPIZNNIA MIVYN 1272 Y1012 NXITIPN 19107127 NPT 5129 PN 1991 1NN

250N MTID? " AY M NPT D INNDY NN

N DIMIN DRY Y'YIPA) PAIN PYD) PMY PAIND PNPY 29 .90 NN XYY XD MW NN NN (:79) NN
AT GINND RN N2 HSTPOM” PIDAD WHYWI XN 1D NN RVINY DI 1D "N NDIP PYN' N AW DRV N
DNY YV Y"9YN DN DXTNN 1PN PV MY DYV XY AN .NDNN N9Y OMN DTN PR 1T OYL NN PV YNnwn
PPN OIPYIN NYIP OO V'N NDY TY T 92 51T PN MIDIYND NVIM XTIV0N NVIHN P2 MNPWD MIN INX NV

e DMIDWYND NI2NNN NN NN NIV XD N TIA0N NIANNY DNMNN NYT NYIAPN 2D NAND PN

VN NNANN NNV L, INTIO0 NI2NA XD DIAN  NOPIPN INIINY N P DY N DNYLN IOV PO NN
YN PRN TNX 99V 1PN2 WM 72212310 120 NI 2IX INIPN NN P XY NDXNY VIYND TINY NIN 7IPINN
PTI90 NH2N2 MINN-I2D NNIP DNONTNA P IN) ONIPD DYV I

DN IDXAN 7Y ... WP HNIDN NV PR MD2ANN YWIWI NNV DNININN I ... K'HINA "'WN O"ay NN DT DI ...
NN TNV D PRY NN PIHNT,NNIIND NNNX NN MWD NORY (PIPAd ¥y NN) MIINA D) TOY MY nd)
DY) DN IND PN LIPTIO0 17202 220 MINN-122 1D ,NNDYI ONIPNRI 2IN TNNT M NTN IDIN NDIAPMVY 112NN
PN WIVN IN THY NI ONRIPNIAT NDY9N DY MINNDNN MPY PIYY 1)"N99N DY 1D 2ANdV "D Y'N 190 ONN N"va
17202 NN XNMP N NN N TY ONIPRI DXY NP DY PIATO) ... PRIVD NI PNXINY HINXIWHY MTY 'Da

92 TAPNY PN NN NN NN MIPN NNV GN 192 NN

MINY N OWIN 10D ,NINN DTN ¥ TAN D95V MNY MININGD DWIN DIV M MYNPAV 12T NIy NN RN 19
TR DN PR NN NP NN 29D MNAYD DNN THN Y95 DN NNG Y9, 0NN DINVNIY NONDN)

e DITVUN DIV, TIVY,TIVN MISN DIV INID WOV NTN . TOPND PRYONTH MNN-I12 NNIPY ...

1929 APy ONN

22 TNy N Y0 X PON UK IV N
R. Ya’akov Yechiel Weinberg ruled that a bar-mitzva boy was permitted to lein his parasha in a different havara to that
of the shul. He quotes many of the arguments outlined above and also focuses on the following: (i) the concerns of
Chazal regarding a shaliach tzibur who mispronounces words applies only when these are now read in a manner that is
negative. This will not be the case for the bar-mitzva; (ii) even if the kehilla are not used to this pronunciation of the
leining they can follow easily by using a Chumash, (iii) an occasional divergence from a communal minhag is not
considered a breach of ‘al titosh’; (iv) flexibility on this issue now enables Jews from many different backgrounds and
with different havarot to daven together in unity; (v) it is important not to be strict on the bar-mitzva boy both to keep
shalom in his family and also so as not to upset the boy and undermine positive Torah chinuch.

* R. Issur Yehuda Unterman is quoted? as ruling that since by his time (1960s) hundreds of thousands of Israelis had never heard the
Ashkenazi pronunciation and two generations had been educated only in accord with the Sephardic pronunciation, they cannot be
denied the right to read and to pray in the pronunciation in which they were raised and educated. Furthermore, others in Israel who still
prayed using traditional Ashkenazis pronunciation fashion could perfectly understand the Torah reading and the prayers in a Modern
Hebrew pronunciation which they heard all day long in conversation.

5. ByR. Ovadia Yosef, Yabia Omer 6 0.H. 11.
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R. Ovadia Yosef ruled that a person cannot be forced to switch their havara from their traditional custom, although the
shaliach tzibur and ba’al kriya must follow the custom of the majority of the synagogue. However, a community may
always switch from Ashkenazis to Modern Hebrew pronunciation, provided this can be done without machloket. In the
end, R. Yosef is confident that all communities will eventually turn to Sefardic pronunciation since this is dominant in
most of Eretz Yisrael. This also provides enormous opportunities for outreach to secular Israelis who will feel much
more at home in a beit knesset with an Israeli havara than with a traditional Ashkenazis pronunciation which feels
strange to them and is likely to put them off ever returning!

* We will be’H deal in a separate shiur with the question of a woman changing after marriage to her hushand’s havara. This will be part
of a broader discussion concerning changes of minhagim after marriage.
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