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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN

CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY
SERIES 3: 15 - CANNABIS AND MARIJUANA

OU ISRAEL/BEIT KENESSET HANASI - WINTER 2025

A] RECREATIONAL CANNABIS USE IN ISRAEL

• Smoking tobacco is legal in Israel and the rate of smokers in Israel is actually relatively high compared to the average rate among

OECD countries. In 2020, the rate of smokers among adults in Israel was about 20%, with men smoking more than women. 1

• In the religious sector in Israel, there is a significant rate of smoking among Haredi men, many of whom start as teenagers, especially

on Purim.

• Before March 2017, cannabis for recreational purposes was illegal in Israel and those charged with public cannabis usage could

face heavy fines or prison, although it was reported that in 2015 the number of arrests for this was low.

• Nevertheless a survey in 2017 found that 27% of Israelis between the ages of 18 and 65 had consumed cannabis in the previous

year, which is the highest rate of annual cannabis usage in the world, followed by Iceland and the US at 18% and 16% respectively.

• On April 20, 2018, Israeli pharmacies were legally permitted to begin selling cannabis oil under a pilot program.

• As of April 1, 2019, Israel decriminalized the use of cannabis for citizens over the age of 18 when used in private. Possession of a

home-grown marijuana plant and buds are no longer a punishable offence.

• Medical cannabis use is now widespread in Israel, with around 137,000 licensed medical cannabis patients in 2024 and 3,000

more being added per month2.

• In the US, 24 states (and DC) have now legalized recreational use of cannabis. 38 states (and DC) have legalized medical use of the

drug.

• The halachic issues involved in tobacco smoking have been well examined over the years and includes:

- the responsibility to care for one’s health and the limitations of the halachic principle of shomer peta’im Hashem -  that God 

protect the simple.   

- the question of smoking on Yom Tov

- smoking in public places and causing others to inhale passive smoke

• In this shiur we will examine some of these issues, and others, as they relate to recreational drug use.  

B] CANNABIS IN THE TANACH?

1.,«u ºt �n J´�n�j Ær«ur �S�r �n J̧t«r oh �́n �G �C »W�k�j �e v´�T �t �uo �G��C�i �n�B �e �u  o�h·�,t �nU oh �́" �n�j «u ­,h �m�j �n o �G �«c�v�b �eU :o�h&�,t �nU oh¬�" �n�j 
df:k ,una

The Torah lists the herbal ingredients needed to create the anointing oil as including kinmon-bosem and kanei-bosem -
translated by R. Aryeh Kaplan as ‘fragrant cinnamon’ and ‘fragrant cane’

1. See A Permissible Sin: Perceptions of Smoking Among Haredi Men in Israel, Shlomo Guzmen-Carmeli, Rotem Weizman,  Tammar Friedman - Journal of Religion and Health (2024)

63:2559–2580, February 2024 

2. See https://www.timesofisrael.com/amid-high-demand-medical-cannabis-experts-hail-game-changing-relaxation-of-rules/
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2. - oac vbeu :oac rnuk lrmuv oac ka ibhta ohbe aha hpk oac ka vbe
df:k ,una h"ar

Rashi writes that ‘kannei-bosem’ is simply a reference to wooden sticks that have fragrance, and not to a specific species.

• As such, some commentators have associated kana-bosem with the hemp plant, or cannabis3 and have suggested that kana-bosem

became ‘kannabis’ in Greek4.  Others identify the plant as either Acorus calamus or Cymbopogon citratus.

3. :Wh&(,«b«u�g �C h �b­�T �g�d«uv Wh º(,ut«Y �j �C Æh �bÆ �T �s �c/g (v Q À�t h�b·�,h �u �r �v t́«k Wh­(j�c �z c(k¬�j �u vº(b �e Æ; (xÆ(F �c h³�K �,ḩ �b �e�t«k
sf:dn uvhgah

God berates the Jewish people for not having made the effort to purchase ‘kaneh’ for money in order to perform the
Temple service.

4.vbe ,hbe tk (sf)- ihbe hsh kg ot hf ktrah .rtc vbev vhv tka hpk ,hbe tk vbec rntu ',ryec vhva oac vbe tuv vbe 
 :ejrn .rtn cuyv vbeu cu,fa unf ovk tc vhv veujr .rtn hf

oa e"sr
The Redak understands this to be the spice kanne-bosem, which did not grow in Eretz Yisrael and had to be purchased

for money in the spice trade.

5. ,hbe tk (sf) :ohkaurhc vksd v,hv hf jcznv kg rhyevk vbe ,ubek ,frmv tk -
oa sus ,sumn

The Metzudat David learns the opposite pshat - this was a common spice that grew locally and did not even have to be

bought at great expense, and even so the people did not bother!

6.oh �t �p«ur �v o �,«ut ih �b �,«uB (J oh �n �G �C �v h�bh �N �n o �v �u c«uy i �jh �r �u US«v h�H �t �n oh �t�C �v oh �N @s�t �v i (c (, �F oh �E �S �v oh�b �E �v o �v o («JC v�b �eU ////
:h �r«m �C

d:t asen hkf ,ufkv owcnr

The Rambam rules that kanna-bosem is a spice from India which is used by doctors in balm
5
.

7.//// ohba vakak tkt ihaug ibhta ovhcd kg tcu gruz tvh tk ;uk ut xucbe vgurz uvsa v,hv
v vban c erp ohtkf ,fxn vban

The Mishna in Kilayim refers to a plant called kanbus which produces crops only every three year.  As such one may not

plant another crop in the ground while waiting for the kanbus to grow.

8.xucbev] [,ucebv] in vthcv /i,ap vz - aa6 /vkuxp [
z vfkv y erp ,ujbn ,fxn t,pxu,

The Tosefta in Menachot discusses the source of the material ‘shesh’ which is used extensively in the Temple furnishings

and the clothes of the Cohanim. It has to come from linen and may not be made from ‘kanbus’.

3. Hemp and cannabis are simply two names for the same flowering plant from the Cannabaceae family, which has been used medically in China since 2800 BCE.  Legally, hemp is the

name used for the plant when it contains 0.3% or less is Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) by dry weight.  This is the chemical that gives the “high” associated with the plant. Legally,

“marijuana” refers to cannabis that has more than 0.3 percent THC by dry weight.  Some object to the word marijuana since it was used originally with a negative and racist

overtone, blaming  Mexicans and other Latino immigrants for the smuggling of the drug.  Hemp is also used in the manufacture of other products, including paper, clothing, textiles,

animal feed, plastic and food products such as hemp seed, hemp milk, hemp protein powder, or hemp oil.  The name ‘canvas’ is from the same root as cannabis. The name ‘hemp’ is

from Old English henep, hænep, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch hennep.  It derives from the Greek kannabis, with the k morphing to an h and the b to a p.  The THC chemical

was actually first isolated in 1963 by an Israeli researcher at the Weizman Instituted. Rephael Mechoulam and his team also elucidated the chemical structure of cannabidiol (CBD),

another key ingredient in marijuana that has many potential medical uses but no psychoactive effect on humans - see

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/article/marijuana-science-drug-research-legality.  Both CBD and THC work with receptors that release neurotransmitters in the

brain and can affect pain, mood, sleep, and memory.

4. This connection has been championed by the Semitic anthropologist Sula Benet, of the Institute of Anthropological Sciences in Warsaw who has  been quoted as saying: “The

astonishing resemblance between the Semitic kanbos and the Scythian cannabis lead me to suppose that the Scythian word was of Semitic origin. These etymological discussions

run parallel to arguments drawn from history. The Iranian Scythians were probably related to the Medes, who were neighbors of the Semites and could easily have assimilated the

word for hemp. The Semites could also have spread the word during their migrations through Asia Minor."

5. The following appears in the footnotes of the Moznaim edition: “In his notes to his translation of the Rambam's Commentary to the Mishnah (Keritot 1:1), Rav Kapach identifies this

as the acorus calamus plant. In his Living Torah, Rav Aryeh Kaplan identifies this as the cymbopogon martini or palmarosa plant”.  

6. This alternative girsa appears in the 1820 Vienna Tosefta printed in the version called  the Or HaGanuz.
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9.

          

In this 14th century manuscript of the Tosefta
7
 the word is written as ‘kannabis’.

• The Academy of Hebrew Language8 identifies the Mishnaic kanbos with cannabis9/hashish10. 

10.tmuhfu rgau rnm :iudf ,mpue ,cvkavu uhchcx lrxb tkt uc zjtb ubht rutva rcsn //// ,ca ka rbk vkh,p ihaug iht
ipd rnmu aa sdcu vmupb v,ap :iudf uc vk,b rutva rcsn tkt 'ovcxucbeu //// /ivc tmuhfu 

t ;hgx sxr inhx ,ca ,ufkv ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

The Shulchan Aruch lists kanbus as one of the types of fabric from which wicks may be made for Shabbat lamps
11

.

• Organic residue found on the altar of an ancient temple from around the 8th century BCE discovered at Tel Arad was identified as

cannabis.  This had been mixed with animal dung so that it would burn and release the cannabis fumes into the air12.

C] ENDANGERING HEALTH & SHOMER PETA’IM HASHEM

• One of the main halachic sources on this topic is a 1973 teshuva by R. Moshe Feinstein which we will examine below in which he

clearly prohibits cannabis use for a number of reasons.  

• Other poskim who have prohibited cannabis use include: R. Shlomo Zalman Auerbach13, R. Chanan Aplalow14, R. Eliezer Shlomo

Shik15, Rav Ezra Basri16, R. Chaim Yosef David Weiss of Antwerp17, R. Hershel Schachter18 and Rav Ya’akov Ariel19.

7. MS Vienna 20

8. See https://hebrew-academy.org.il/2013/06/11/xucbev-ruyheu-xcbev-dhrt for an article on the topic by Yaakov Etzion from the Academy.

9. Today the technical name for cannabis in Hebrew is cannabus, as it is written in an academic dictionary dated 1970.

10. Hashish is from Arabic hashshashin, plural of hashshash, which the Merriam-Webster dictionary translates as a “worthless person, literally, hashish user, which transferred to

Medieval Latin as assassinus. This is the origin of the word “assassin”, which was first used in English in 1520.

11. But see MB 264:2 who rules that, ideally, canvas wicks should be avoided.

12. See https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03344355.2020.1732046 and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYdsQ5zUlOQ&ab_channel=RyanHembree

13. Ma’adanei Shlomo p 431.  See also Nishmat Avraham vol 1 155:2.

“iushb vzc xp,bvu okugv kfc ruxts ohnxc /wuf tuv rund ruxhts upud ,kcj ouan ruxtu upud ,t ehzn htsu cujrc ohauga unf ohnx ,jheks 'wuf ohnx ,jek ihsv smn ruxht ah htsua
"/ruxtu 'uehzna rcs tuvs ohtpurv kf ,gsa ouan htsu tuv ihhrcgf

14. Shu’t Asher Chanan 8:39. "/apbvu ;udv hukhf ouan vru,vn ruxhtk rcsv cureu ovca ohkev ukhpt ohnxc an,avk ihsv in ruxta vrurc vbexnv"
15. Asher Benachal 34 p 34."/hrndk u,uhpa ,t sctna sg junv ht, ,t ohshxpnu ohkfutu ohprua ohnxv hf 'stn ifuxn yuap vz ohnx iagnv ost"
16. Dinei Mamanut 4 p.117. “This destroys the body, and we may not cause harm to the body. And strong drugs are eventually fatal.” 

17. U’vacharta Bachaim p.20.

18. See his detailed psak at https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/details?shiurid=1029688

19. Meohalei HaTorah pp. 195-198. - Question: What is the prohibition against taking soft drugs, which broaden sensation and imagination? Answer: Your question was addressed by

Ramban… He calls this “degraded with the Torah’s license”, one who licenses himself, for example, to gorge himself on wine, meaning to be alcoholic. The sensation and

imagination of which you speak are counter to the human destiny of truly actualizing one’s potential and fulfilling the command, “You shall be holy.” Even if we would ignore, as it

were, the problem of addiction, and the harm which, G-d forbid, a person who takes drugs could inflict upon himself or others, a person’s entry into a situation in which he loses

intellectual control, entering the influence of drugs upon his sensation and imagination and elevating them over his intellect, would be a great corruption.
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C1] THE IMPERATIVE TO GUARD ONE’S HEALTH

11.hfs ?vhcdk khzht htn :vhk rnt ?vh,gna issjns tsxj crs vhne ,jhfa tk tngy htn :vhrc vcrk tbuv cr vhk rnt
:vhk rnt ///// /hpy jryhk tku 'thsvc ch,hk tk txfv ,hck khhgs itn :hk rnt /tnkgs hkhnc hk ch,un vhcdk tbkhzt

 !vhcdk khz 'ifa kf ?tnkgs hkhnc ,rnt ,tu t,hhrcs hhjc ehxg tuv
/cp ,ca

The Rabbis took health care very serious. Even apparently mundane matters such as healthy use of the bathroom are
considered important Torah topics!

12.:k", ?u,hc lu,c gugr okux shngh ktu 'u,hc lu,c gr ckf ost ksdh tka ihhbn :rnut i,b hcr(j:cf ohrcs) oh �n �S oh �G �, t«k �u 
 /W (,h �c �C

:uy tne tcc

There is a negative mitzva not to do anything or own anything which is dangerous to health.

13. (y)s«t �n W �J �p3b r«n �JU W�k r �n �4 �v e3rWh(b�c�k o �T �g �s«uv �u Wh(H �j h �n�h k«F W �c�c�K �n UrUx�h i (pU Wh(bh �g Ut �r r (J�t oh �r�c �S �v , (t j �F �J �T i (P 
v �t �r�h�k iUs �n�k�h r (J�t h �r�c �S , (t o�g �n �J �t �u o�g �v , (t h�k k (v �e �v h�k �t wv r«n/t(C c �r«j �C Wh (v«k/t wv h�b �p�k �T �s �n�g r (J�t o«uh (h) :Wh(b�c h�b �c�k �u

 (uy) ////:iUs �N�k�h o (vh�b �C , (t �u v �n �s�t �v k �g oh�H �j o �v r (J�t oh �n�H �v k�F h �,«to�fh �,«J �p3b�k s«t �n o �T �r 3n �J�b �uv�bUn �T k�F o (,h �t �r t«k h �F 
 :J �t �v Q«uT �n c �r«j �C o(fh�k�t wv r(C �S o«uh �C

s erp ohrcs

The Torah contains a number of verses warning us to take care of ourselves.  Although the pshat in these verses relates

more to a warning against serious hashkafic errors, nevertheless these verses were taken by Chazal to refer halachically
to an injunction to protect our bodies against harm.

14.ohhxa sg uk ih,nv /ouka uk rhzjv tku ouka uk i,bu sjt iundv tc /lrsc kkp,n vhva sjt shxjc vagn :ibcr ub,
 of,ru,c cu,f tkvu !tehr :uk rnt u,kp, ohhxa rjtk /u,kp,lapb runau lk rnav er ch,fu stn o,rnabu

/ofh,apbk ?hshn lns ,t gcu, vhv hn ;hhxc latr l,uj h,hhv ot ?!ouka hk ,rzjv tk vnk ouka lk h,,baf 
:ck ,ufrc

Chazal read this as also being a mitzva to protect our lives.

15.  u :rntba 'vag, tk kg rcgu vag ,umn kyhc vegn tkc udd jhbnv kfl,hcc ohns oha, tku (j 'cf ohrcs) ////////  / jifu
 :rntba 'vph rcsc rvzvku ubnn rnavku urhxvk vag ,umn ',uapb ,bfx uc aha kuafn kflapb runau lk rnav

(y 's ohrcs)c rcgu vag ,umn kyhc vbfx hshk ohthcnv ,ukuafnv jhbvu rhxv tk otu //ohns oha, tk 
 j 'u ;hgx zf, inhx apb ,rhna ,ufkv ypan iauj lurg ijkua

The Shulchan Aruch rules that there is a Torah mitzva to avoid danger - learnt as an extension of the mitzva to put a

railing around a flat roof .

16./u,kusd urhfha ohtrcbvk chyvk usxjc okugv ,t trc v"ceva ogyn tuv apbv ,rhna kg vru,v vrhvzva ogyv s"gkb /m
 cu,fv rnta unf u,ru,u uh,umn ouhec u,sucg sucgku(z:dn vhgah) uh·$,t %r&C h¼$s«uc&f$k&u h º$n &J$c tÉ%r &e$B .v k À«Fcuy rfa ovk i,hku /wufu 

!vzn r,uh t,urhept kuzkz lk ihtu /urfa i,nc tku u,sucgc tk vmur ubhtu utruc iumrc xtun uktf unmg ,t ifxnvu /okngc
zf, inhx ypan iauj vkudv rtc

The Be’er HaGola commentary ends his comments on Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat by emphasizing that someone
who fails to protect their health is throwing back at God the immensely generous gift of life!

17. !if ubht apb juep ihbgku :ktuna rnt 'hrfb - ohrfb cur ot 
/vp tnuh

When there is potential danger to life we do not follow the majority but rather take account of small probabilities! There

are three levels of obligation
20

 in removing health and safety threats from our lives:

• Imminent and present dangers to life and limb - Torah obligation.

20. For an excellent concise presentation of these see

https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/830962/rabbi-aryeh-lebowitz/ten-minute-halacha-can-a-school-compel-parents-to-vaccinate-their-children/ 
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• Activities which present a low but significant risk of danger - Rabbinic obligation.

• Activities which present a low-level longer-term risk to health - positive behavior to act in this way, although we apply the principle

Shomer Peta’im Hashem (see below).

C2] IMMINENT AND PRESENT DANGERS 

18.ddv sjt21ohn ivc aha ihc 'urhmjc ruc ut rtc uk v,hva iudf ,unhu ost uc kafha hutru vbfx uc aha rcs kf sjtu 
kf ifu /,unhu ost vc kuph tka hsf huxf vk ,uagk ut ohjpy vrag vvucd vhkuj ivk ,uagk chhj 'ohn ivc ihta ihc

 ',uapb ,bfx uc aha kuafnvph vph rcsc rvzvku ubnn rnavku urhxvk vag ,umn wba /lapb runau lk rnavtk otu 
kg rcgu vag ,umn kyhc 'vbfx hshk ihthcnv ,ukuafnv jhbvu 'rhxvohns oha, tk  /

s vfkv th erp apbv ,rhnau jmur ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam rules that there are two Torah mitzvot to do what is necessary to protect our physical health from damage.
This is also ruled at the end of Shulchan Aruch.

22
 As such, there is not only a negative prohibition on dangerous behavior

but also a positive mitzva to be proactive and take all necessary steps to avoid dangers to health.  Examples in this

category would include allowing children to play on on a roof, or near a pool without a fence, or leaving exposed live
electrical wires.

19. vbfxc unmg ,t xhbfva ut ,ukuafnv jhbvu rhxv tk otu ///// - vbfx ouenc lkhk ruxt srcgu uz vag ,umn kyhc hrv
s utk kgl,hcc ohns oha, tku

s ;hgx jx kkf r,hvu ruxht rga ost ,nfj

The Chochmat Adam rules that by undertaking activity which is dangerous one is in breach of two Torah mitzvot
23

.

C3] LOW BUT SIGNIFICANT RISK

20.  vhkg ohrjtk vnu hnmgc ifxn hbhrv rntu ivhkg rcugv kfu ,uapb ,bfx ovc aha hbpn ohnfj urxt ohrcs vcrv
 /,usrn ,fn u,ut ihfn lf kg shpen hbht ut lfc

  uveukg gkch tna ohndtv inu ,urvbv in vkhkc v,ah tku 'v,ahu ohn jkenv iukhxv kg uhp ost jhbh tk :iv uktu
 /,unhu v,ahu rpg hkjuzn uc tmuhfu ajb ivn v,a tna ohkudn ohn v,ah tku 'vtur ubht tuvu

v vfkv th erp apbv ,rhnau jmur ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rabbis prohibited
24

 a number of actions which presented a low level risk, such as drinking from liquids that were left
uncovered and could have be contaminated by a snake depositing venom.  Even though the likelihood of such danger,

even when snakes were present
25

, was low for an individual, when taken over the Jewish population as a whole this adds

up to significant casualties and the Rabbis prohibited them.  

21.,ugn i,hkn rvzhk lhrm26tku /vghzv hbpn hjav ,j, ojk rff i,h tku //// /ihja hfun ka ach eur ivhkg ah tna uhpc 
kuph tna 'iubm lu,c ut dur,t lu,c ihfx .ugbh tku /ovhkg vrua vgr jura hbpn vynv ,j, ohean tku khac, i,h

  ///// /,unhu 'vsuj kg ost :vdvvbfx hshk ohthcnv ohrcs kfn rvzh ifuepxk r,uh aujk ahu truxhtn trhnj t,bfx hf 
vkhkc ,urvbv in ohn ,u,ak urxt ifu vkhkc hshjh ut huyb rhe ,j, unf vbfx ouen kfc lkhk ruxt ifku /ruxht epxkn vbfx
'vbfx ouan ov ohrcsv ukt kfu /upuxc tku 'rcsv ,kj,c rhgv in ,tmk ahu 'rhgc rcsaf rhgv in jurck aha uc,f sug ////

 /vzc tmuhf kfc uapb ifxk ut xbt lunxk ruxtu ovn ejrh uapb rnuau
zye inhx ohcfuf hscug hkftn ,ufkv vgs vruh lurg ijkua

The Shulchan Aruch and Rema lists a number of activities which are considered to be physically dangerous, whether
based on practical concerns (eg exposed knives which a person could fall on) or spiritual concerns (eg ruach ra on food

kept under a bed.  

21. With regards to an unfenced roof, the halacha requires it to be fixed immediately even if the height of the drop is only 10 tefachim.  Thus, even though the probability of death is not

very high, it is a real possibility.  In any event, the probability of significant injury is high, even at 10 tefachim.

22. Choshen Mishpat 427:6,8

23. See Yam Shel Shlomo Bava Kamma 8:59 who rules that some forms of self-harm will also fall under the rubric of Bal Tashchit.

24. There is a debate as to whether this issur is purely rabbinic or min haTorah but without malkut - see Michat Asher Devarim Siman 7.

25. The Shulchan Aruch (YD 117:1)  rules that, now that snakes are no longer present in significant numbers in urban areas, this prohibition is no longer applicable.

26. Modern money is in fact filthy. Time Magazine reports:  “Studies show that a solid majority of U.S. bills are contaminated by cocaine.... Also found on bills: fecal matter. A 2002

report in the Southern Medical Journal showed found pathogens — including staphylococcus — on 94% of dollar bills tested. Paper money can reportedly carry more germs than a

household toilet. And bills are a hospitable environment for gross microbes: viruses and bacteria can live on most surfaces for about 48 hours, but paper money can reportedly

transport a live flu virus for up to 17 days." see http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1914560_1914558_1914544,00.html
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In these, we take the safek - the possibility of danger to health - more seriously
27

 than a safek in pure halachic issues
28

.

The Rema therefore rules that we must apply this category to all relevant situations of significant risk of danger
29

,

including fleeing from a plague before 
30

 it becomes an epidemic.
31

 

C4] LONG-TERM LOW-LEVEL RISKS TO HEALTH

22.lhrm lfhpk /vkuj tuvu trucv ,ghshn rcs gsh ut ihcha rapt ht hrva /tuv oav hfrsn okau thrc ;udv ,uhvu khtuv
 ';udv ,t ihsctnv ohrcsn unmg ost ehjrvkunmg dhvbvkuost kfth tk okugk :iv uktu 'ohnhkjnvu ihrcnv ohrcsc 

//// sjt gdr ukhpt uhceb tvah ktu 'tnm tuvaf tkt v,ah tku 'cgr tuvaf tkt
t vfkv s erp ,ugs ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam stresses that maintaining a healthy body is an essential prerequisite to being able to serve God since

physical sickness holds a person back from connecting intellectually with the Divine. 

23. /,uhrdhx iuahgc ruxht ah ot
 ,cac wv oht,p rnua urnts tvk kkf i,hk vbv(:yfe) vsbcu (/vn)'uvc hrhvz tku t,bfx aaj ovc tfhta ohrcs hbac 

vtrb 'habht uvc hrhvz tku t,bfx aaj uc aha rcsc d"vf inszh ot ;t z"g lunxk ruxt t,bfx aaj o,xc htsua ;t
 yuapoukf o,uthrck uvk vae tka vcrv tfhts rcscstracf r,uhc ovn ihbvb habhtva ihkfut hbhn vcrv iudf 

rjtn 'vbfx aaj smn ikfutkn ruxht vzc tfhk 'habht vnf ka i,uthrck vz vae kct r,uhc ohphrj ohrcsu tbna
ohgrvu ;udv ,uthrck ohcuyv iheanu ihkfut hbhbg oa yeba ,ugsn s"p o"cnrc ihhgu  /vzn ihbf,xn tk habht curvs
uktv ohrcsv kf kgs ouan tuvu //// ohnfj urxta ibcrsn tku t,hhrutsn tk ruxht iuakc c,f tku ;udv ,uthrck
tfhtu oukf uvk ehzn tk habhts tcurs tcurku iv vtbv hbhbg ivn curvs rjtn ann irxutk lhha tk o,ut yrpa

 //// ,uhrdhx iuahg hns uktf ohrcsku //// habht vcrvk uvc rvzvk t"ta ivn vcrvwv oht,p rnua ibhrnt vzf aajcu /
ug inhx c ekj ypan iauj van ,urdt ,"ua

In a 1981 teshuva dealing with the permissibility of smoking32, Rav Moshe Feinstein quotes this third category of the

Rambam and applies to it the principle of Shomer Peta’im Hashem - God protects the simple! Examples in this category
may include eating fatty, sugary or salty foods

C5] TAKING RISKS IN LIFE - STRIKING THE CORRECT BALANCE

24.- uz ,jtu uz ,jt :t"fju /n"r hrcs /// ,un,u rcg,, tna - vbye /vehbnu ,rcugn vbye - lunc ,uanan ohab wd
 rntba /unjrh ohnav inu ',fkuvu vfrsf ,anan(z"ye ohkv,) wv oht,p rnua 

:vn vsb

Chazal debated
33

 whether a woman was allowed to become pregnant if there was a special and specific danger to her

life.  They conclude that we invoke the principle ‘Shomer Peta’im Hashem’ - ie one can undertake certain risky ventures

and rely on protection from Heaven.  

• At what point does a danger become halachically significant?  What are the relevant factors? 

C6] LIKELIHOOD OF RISK

25. yughnu eujr aaj ,ntc uvzs k"mfguhumn ubhta /oht,p rnua ouan lunxk ah vz kgu htvk ibcr hahhj tks 
df inhx rzgv ict - t ekj rzghjt ,"ua

R. Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky understands that the relevant factor is how dangerous is the activity? 

27. Depending on the level of actual risk, the safek could be deoraita or derebbanan.  But, even in derabbanan, since it is a safek relating to danger, we are more likely to be strict.

28. Note the application of this to mixtures of fish and meat, which Chazal rule is prohibited due to a danger, and which may be prohibited in very low ratios whereas meat and milk

could be permitted in such amounts.  This has application to Worcestershire sauce which has a small fish content.

29. Meaning even where there was not an explicit rabbinic decree. 

30. Some poskim have applied this in principle to inoculating against the plague before it happens.

31. Unless one takes the view that there is NO risk now from a plague outbreak but there IS a risk from the vaccination.  In our two part series on vaccination we addressed this argument

and suggested that it was not compelling - see https://rabbimanning.com/vaccination/

32. Rav Moshe categorized smoking in 1981 as a long-term low risk, but his talmidim and family (in particular Rabbi Dr Moshe Tendler) attest that subsequent data and understanding

of smoking makes it very clear that he would not do so today!

33. See also Avoda Zara 30b, Nidda 31a, Yevamot 72a and Shabbat 129b in which this principle is discussed. 
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C7] ACTUAL IMMINENT OR POTENTIAL LATER RISK

26.- ubhbpk apb ,bfx htsu ahc teus vz 'curv rjt b"pc ihfkuv ihtu apb juep hbpc snug rcs lk ihts ubhshc kkfs d"gts
'vtcv vbfxk aujk aha er apb juep itf iht v,gac kct /tyughns tyughnk ukhpt ihaauj zts 'kdv uhkg kpbc iudf
kg ,usuvk ihfhrma ohrcsvn ova rcsnk ,tmku ohk srhk r,un lht f"kts /truxht ihbgk unf tcur r,c ibhkzt vzc

 ?ofh,uapbk sutn o,rnabu kg rucgku vbfxk xubfk vkj,fk r,un lhtu ?ukumba
zke inhx iuhm ihbc ,"ua

R. Ya’akov Etlinger explains that when it comes to an imminent and actual threat to life we are concerned even for the
most unlikely situations.  However, when we are considering a possible future threat to life, we follow the majority.

C8] ‘NORMAL’ RISK

27.vhk tnhhes ouan - tk tngy htn t,cac t,k,c ///// t,ca hkgnu vgcrt 't,cac sj - tnss txrup :ktuna rntu
 - !huuzc tnhhe hnb t,ca hkgn /huuzc ohstnohcr vhc uass iuhf - (zye ohkv,) /wv oht,p rnua 

:yfe ,ca
The Gemara here adds the condition that the risk must be something undertaken standardly by normal people in society.

28.wv oht,p rnua rntba - unjrh ohnav inu (ukernuas tvt ibhfnx tku ,ca hjss vbfx epx kfn a"n 'ruthc lhrmu /
in rnab ztu unmg ,t runak ushc iht ukhtf huv tkhnnu /.rt lrs dvbnn gbnvk chhj ostv ihts k"mu //////  !wv oht,p
in rnuan tvh tku uapbc chhj,n tuv unmg ,t runah tk otu 'oht,p kkfc ubht rvzvk ushca tfhv kct /ohnav

/ohnav
uke ,ut ,ucu,f ohruga .cue

R. Elchanan Wasserman rules that a person may take risks which are normal in society. A standard risk is considered to
be something that a person cannot protect against, and so may rely on Heavenly hashgacha and will receive the

protection from God that they deserve.  But a risk which one CAN reasonably avoid will not be ‘covered by’ Shomer

Peta’im Hashem and the person will be subject to the normal probabilities, with no recourse to Divine protection. 

C9] NEED VS GAIN

29.ohfhrm vgcrt hrvs /aujk iht jrfv lrsu okug ka udvbn tuva rcsc ouen kfn vbfx ovc aha ohrcsc ;ts gsu
j"utc ihhgu /rcsnc lkhku vbhpxc aurpk r,un n"nu vbfx ovc tfhts hrv /ohnh hfkuvu ,urcsn hfkuv ovn wcu ,usuvk
rat vktf ohrcscs htsu tkt /// ?!vbfx ouan ruxth tk vnku /hra kujc kct ',cak lunx ohdhkpn ot ihbgk j"nr whx
kfs kwzj urntan ifu //// vbfx huv vshkvs dwgt vkgck eeszvk vatk ruxht iht ifu  /kkf ruxht iht okugv lrumk
,utrku okugc yyuak hsf ubhhv yuak kusdv ohk aurpks vzn ubk tmhu //// /lrsk ,tmk r,un zwfgu vbfx ,ezjc ohfrsv
,ubfx rtac xubfku ,urcsnc ,fkk ifu  //// vrujx ut ,ubuzn lrumk er vzn ehjrvk hutrvn //// vnusfu ohausj ohrcs

vbfxk aujk iht okug ka udvbn tuva vn kct ehjrvk hutr htsuc jrfvu lrum ihta ouenc
z"f inhx s"uhj vhrt oa ,"ua

Rav Arieh Leibush Bolchover
34

 writes that the adoption of normal risks in regular society is permitted if for necessary

purposes.  It is thus permitted to travel when needed and for a woman to bear children, even though both of those

activities are inherently dangerous.  Where the risks are however unnecessary
35

 or unusual one may not take them. 

C10] WHO IS A ‘FOOL’?

30.vae tnkgs ahbhtc ukhptu /urusc tkpunk rfzbu rhfnu gsuh tuva ofj shnk,k oht,p rnua tngy htv rnhnk lhha ht g"mu
 vbfx aaj tfhtu khtuv rh,vk lf kf ssmk rcsv

thr inhx iasv ,nur,

Shomer Peta’im Hashem is an excuse for certain people and certain behaviors.  But those people who should know better
may not be able to rely on it!

34. Also author of Shu’t Arugat Habosem.  Rav of Zaslaw, Poland.  Died in 1881

35. The definition of what is ‘unnecessary’ will be fluid.  The Shem Aryeh quotes ‘sightseeing’ as an unnecessary risk, although this may well be different in today’s age of world tourism.

It may also depend on the nature of the risk involved.  Very low risks would presumably become more acceptable even as the level of need decreases.  Also, what is ‘necessary’ will

depend on the individual.  A business trader, whom the Shem Aryeh classifies as permitted to travel to make a living could presumably get a local job which did not require travel,

although would earn less money! 
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31. /t"yhka otrp ojurh r"vun f"gn /d"ka, rhht j"rs wc /v"gc ohnx iuahg ruxht
ohbhs hrehg vnfn ruxt rcs tuva yuap '(tbtuutrgn) ahaj iagk vchahvn ohrujc vzht ukhj,v rat rcsc vbv

///// ;udv ,t vkfnu keken tuva tsj /vru,ca
vk inhx d ekj vgs vruh van ,urdt ,"ua

In a famous 1973 teshuva
36

 concerning marijuana use by yeshiva bachurim, Rav Moshe Feinstein’s leading argument is

the one concerning danger to health.  Interestingly, even though he invoked the principle of Shomer Petaim Hashem
regarding smoking (at least in 1981), he does NOT invoke it here regarding cannabis

37
.

• So is marijuana use beneficial or dangerous to health38?

• Much research has suggested that there ARE medical benefits to taking some kinds of cannabis.  These could include:

- treatment of some chronic pain, in particular neuropathic (nerve) pain.

- increased appetite in undernourished patients

- management of multiple sclerosis symptoms.

- treatment of rheumatoid arthritis.

- treatment of some gynecological pain conditions.

- treatment of some alcohol or opioid dependencies.

- treatment of depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, and social anxiety.

- treatment of nausea and vomiting caused by chemotherapy.

- a number of other possible treatments are in the experimental stage

• However, there are real potential health dangers to cannabis use, especially when smoking39 marijuana.  These could include:

- impaired memory and mood changes.

- impaired performance and reaction which can lead to serious injuries, including those from car accidents.

- scarring in the respiratory system and damage to blood vessels in the lungs which can lead to bronchitis.

- cannabis use disorder, which develops in between 10 and 30% of regular cannabis users.

- dependency on other drugs.  There is much discussion as to whether cannabis is a ‘gateway’ drug to others.

- negative impact on male fertility.

- raised possibility of heart disease and stroke.

- short-term psychosis and hallucinations (such as seeing, hearing, tasting, smelling or feeling things that do not really exist). 

- long-term mental health conditions, such as schizophrenia40.

- possible suicidal thoughts, delusions and increased risk of depression.

- exacerbation of existing symptoms of bipolar disorder

- a possible causal link between long-term cannabis use and an increased risk of some cancers.

• The health assessment must be made on an INDIVIDUAL basis and only after consultation with a qualified medical professional41

• Most poskim are NOT prepared to apply the principle of shomer petaim Hashem to either tobacco or cannabis smoking today.

D] MEDICAL MARIJUANA

32. Judaism affirms that everything in creation is designed for a purpose. Alleviation of otherwise intractable pain is a known

beneficial use of heroin. Marijuana is effective in alleviating nausea that is a side-effect of some forms of chemotherapy. There

is every reason to believe that these drugs were given to man for the specific purpose of controlling pain and discomfort.

Jewish teaching would enthusiastically endorse legislation legalizing the use - with adequate accompanying safeguards - of

those substances in treatment of terminal patients. 

Treatment of the Terminally Ill, Tradition 30:3 (1996), p. 62 

36. This teshuva arose out of a specific context.  In the early 1970s a group of Orthodox teenagers decided to ask a she’ela to three leading poskim as to whether use of cannabis would

be halachically permitted, assuming that it was legal in the jurisdiction in which it was being taken.  They asked R. Moshe Feinstein, R. Immanuel Jackobovits and R. Aaron

Soloveitchik.  All three responded that it was prohibited.  This was also written up in a 1973 study - Judaism and Drugs; edited by Leo Landman; (New York, Commission on

Synagogue Relations of Federation of Jewish  Philanthropies of New York), which was reviewed by R. Reuven Bulka in Tradition 14:2 Fall 1973 pp 145-148. For a recent

reassessment of the impact of R. Feinstein’s teshuva see It Is Legal and Everyone Is Using: Does Halakhah Permit Recreational Marijuana? Reassessment of Rav Moshe Feinstein’s

Teshuvah, Sharon Galper Grossman,  Hakira 30,  2021 pp 139-160.

37. He also does not apply the principle in his analysis of genetic testing for Tay Sachs since the risks are known are can easily be averted through testing. 

38. It is important to note that the marijuana available for recreational use today has up to 10 times more THC concentration than that available in the 1970s and medical professionals

take account of this when assessing the health risks and benefits of cannabis today.   

39. Exposure to marijuana through non-smoking means can significantly reduce these risks.  

40. Some research suggests that youth below age 20 who have smoked cannabis over 50 times are 6 times more likely to develop schizophrenia later in life. 

41. On issues relating to medical marijuana see Rabbi Yair Hoffman’s article at https://www.5tjt.com/medical-marijuana-and-halacha/ 
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33. Judaism prioritizes health and encourages the use of medicine designed to improve one’s health or reduce pain. Using

medical cannabis products recommended by a physician should not be regarded as a chet, a sinful act, but rather as a

mitzvah, an imperative, a commandment.

R. Menachem Genack, CEO of OU Kosher, quoted in J. Zalman, Orthodox Union Certifies Medical Marijuana Products,

Deems Their Use a ‘Mitzvah’, Tablet 12/20/15 

34.tpurv h"g vnv ohb,b ',uehrz ,rumc ivu ohrusf ,rumc iv ohb,hbv vtuprv hrhaf,a tfhv kfs vtrb s"bgpk vbvu
,t r,uh crek od ohkukgu uk ohehzn vnv lshtna odv 'vkujk ,,k uk r,un ohaev uhruxh uhkgn kevk hsf vrync
rtcn vbfxv rga ostv ,ru, wxc i"cnrvs /,utprk tpurk vru,v vb,ba ,uarv ,bh,b kkfc f"d uvza vtrb hf 'u,,hn

 tuv ,,k vru,v vfhrmva ,uarv ,bh,b rcssvzk ,hnn vzk tprna vn vbfx tkt ,utuprc lk ihta hbpnb"v f"tu /
'tuv ,utprk hsf kkfc f"ds vtrb n"n ohruxhv ,t yheavk hsf eru lt tc vza odv vnusfu ouhprun ,ehrz ,bh,bc
uvz uhruxh ,t yheavk hsf rcs uk ohb,ubaf ifku /g"k uhkg ohtcv ohruxhn r,uh cr ukcxu ostk vaea rcs lk ihts

 /u,,hn crek kukg vz lshtna odv ,tz uk ,,k ifk r,unu 'uhruxh ,t yheavku ,utprk vtupr ,bh,b treb unmgc
zp inhx dh ekj rzghkt .hm ,"ua

The Tzitz Eliezer issued this ruling in connection with the giving of morphine to terminally ill patients in order to

alleviate intense pain.  Even though the drug has potentially harmful effects, and could even accelerate the demise of the

patient, since it is being administered by doctors for for pain control it is halachically permitted.    

E] LOSING ONE’S MENTAL FACULTIES

35. kct lf kf ovk ehzn tka ohthrc ohabt utmnb ot ;tu ///// ,gsv ,t tuv keken/uruatk rcs ihcvk ohkufh obhtu 
runj r,uh sug vza,gs tkc vhaga vru,v ,umnnu vkp,n od vghbn tuv hutrf vru,v sunkn unmg gbuna scka 

////  /onhhe tkf tuv hutrv
vk inhx d ekj vgs vruh van ,urdt ,"ua

Rabbi Feinstein continues with another key consideration - that losing the sharpness of one’s mental faculties is

prohibited.  One will not be able to study Torah properly, daven or perform mitzva without clarity of mind.  This concern

would equally apply to becoming intoxicated with alcohol
42

. 

36.jcanu cvut tuv shn .e tku lrg vk ihta u,nfj ivn vtrhu ohkusdv ohtkpbv uhturcu uhagnc ostv ibuc,ha vgac
 sus rnta unf  kusdv oav gshk vkusd vut, vut,nu rtpnu  (d:cn ohkv,)h¬�j k·�t�k »oh �v«kt�k h �̧J �p�b vÄ�t �n �m 

c vfkv c erp vru,v hsuxh ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam insists that we have our mental focus at all times to connect with God and fulfil the mitzva of Ahavat

Hashem.

37.tuv lurc ausev ka u,nfj vtrhu 'uc tmuhf ostu kdkdu ltknn ohturcv kf rhfnu uktv ohrcsc ibuc,n osta inzc
 uapb tnm,u ouenk vcvt ;hxun 'ohturcv kfu ohrumhv kfctuv lurc ouenv cuvtk urac vnfhu/

ch vfkv s erp vru,v hsuxh ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam describes how we are meant to be engendering in our very flesh an intense desire to understand God.

38.lhrm lfhpk 'vkuj tuvu trucv ,ghshn rcs gsh ut ihcha rapt ht hrva 'tuv oav hfrsn okau thrc ;udv ,uhvu khtuv
 //// ohnhkjnvu ihrcnv ohrcsc unmg dhvbvku ';udv ,t ihsctnv ohrcsn unmg ost ehjrvk

t vfkv s erp ,ugs ,ufkv o"cnr

One must strive at all times for a healthy body and mind so that one can do the central mitzva of knowing God.

39. //// u,nfj shxpnu vbudnu tyuj vz hrv rf,anv kfu /uhgnca vkhft ,urak hsf tkt v,ua ubht ihh v,ua ofjvaf
d vfkv v erp ,ugs ,ufkv o"cnr

Becoming drunk
43

 to the point of lack of understanding is a prohibition.

42. See for instance Hayyei Adam Hilchot Megila 155:30 who lists similar reasons when ruling that it is prohibited to become totally drunk on Purim.   Note that the intoxication effects

of cannabis and alcohol are entirely different.  We can measure clearly how alcohol impairs judgement and a few sips will not have a significant effect.  However, a few puffs of

cannabis can be very intoxicating and the chemical can remain in the bloodstream for a month afterwards!     

43. See also Hilchot Svitat Yom Tov 6:20 in which the Rambam rules that it impossible to serve God when drunk.
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40.'«uJ �p�b �C c�H �j �, �n UK �t �F cU,�F �v uh�k�g v(k�g �n '«u,�b �J �N �n s �j (t r�c �S �j�f«u" �v k�F - r �n«ut rh �t �n h �C �r oU" �n ht�B�h h �C �r �C ht �T �x«uS h �C �r
 r �n/t(B (J(y:s ohrcs) Wh(bh �g Ut �r r (J�t oh �r �c �S �v , (t j �F �J �T i (P s« t �n W �J �p�b r« n �JU W�k r (n �" �v e �r/

j:d ,uct

Chazal state in Pirkei Avot that forgetting Torah is so serious as to be tantamount to being mortally guilty
44

! 

41. usunk,n rcs jfanv kf :rzgkt hcr rntu) t"cyhr oruda whp  -shznc(/usunk,n rcs jufak   rntba 'uhbck ,ukd orudgauv)

 (u:s :h �b &�t�o �D Wh­(b �C j¬�F �J (t Wh º(v«k/t ,´�r«uT Æ j �F �J �T �u
:jk tnuh

The Gemara stresses the negative consequences of forgetting one’s learning, which the Ritva understands to mean doing

things to ourselves willingly
45

 which cause our minds to forget Torah.

F] INCREASING ONE’S DESIRES, ADDICTIONS AND CRAVINGS FOR PLEASURE

42.omnmk ukfuh tka ahu /u,uhjk ostvk ohfhrmv vnusfu vkhft ,ut,n r,uh tuv rat vkusd vut, orud tuva sugu /////
,khftk tuva ;t vkhftk uk aha vkusd r,uhv vut, kg vrunu rrux icc rntba runjv ruxht tuvu 'o,ut, rhcgvku
,ueknka ;tu /ruxt tuva vzc ostvk lrum oua tfhka rcsku r,uh sug vkusd vut,k unmg thcvk ruxta a"fu /,uraf
oyxkha upuxa vrunu rrux icc tfhts ogyv od tfhtu /vz utk kg rcug htsu truxhtk n"n ihsv in ihabug ihta tnhb

///// /(c"g j"x) rrux ic wpc ihrsvbxc t,htsf ,uhrcv ,t
vk inhx d ekj vgs vruh van ,urdt ,"ua

Rabbi Feinstein continues with a prohibition that he derives from the mitzva of the Ben Sorer U’moreh - that one is not
permitted to act in ways which raise their desires and cravings for pleasure.

• This is a novel reading of the mitzva - that the son is already engaged in a life of pleasure-seeking to the point that it is clear that he

will ultimately resort to robbery and violence in order to feed his habit.  R. Feinstein is connecting that with the life of drug

dependency46.

43./,hnadv vut,v ,rhca - hgha,v rehgv
in aurph 'vcua,v lrs ,t runak rsd vaghu 'tuav hkcjc iugv luanku tuyjk uapbk vkkug vut,v hf uck kt chah
'upud ouheu uapb gcuak er kfth tku ,uahrpv hfrsc dvb,hu /ohr,unv ohrcsc od u,ut, rjt lanh tku 'ohdubg,v

 rntba ihbgf(vf:dh hkan) /[r &�x �j (T oh ´�g �J �r i (y­(cU] «u ·J �p�b g �c ´«G�k k �f †« t ehÀ�S �mut vhcru vhrp ,umn ohhek er vat kt adh ktu 
rcd,h ztu /,kfanv apbv lrsn ejrhu rnujv ,usku, hrjt lanb 'vut,v hrjt lkuv ostva inz kf hf 'vbug ,umnk

 rntba ihbgf 'uhkg urmh(uy:ck ohrcs) :yº�g �c �H �u ÆiUr @J �h i³�n �J �H �u rntbu /(sh-ch :j oa) �T �g·�c �G �u k­�ft« T�i (P  wudu wv́�, (t Æ �T �j �f &�J �u W·(c �c�k o ­�r �u
//// Wh º(v«k/t

k ,ut t rga vbuh ubhcrk vcua, hrga rpx
Sha’arei Teshuva outlines Torah injunctions not to actively increase our physical desires and craving for pleasure.

44. Now, all the desires of the body are the aspect of kelipot (evil forces). This is because the physical desires are extraneous,

since the body could exist without them. They are extraneous to the body’s existence, just as the kelipot are extraneous. For

the main thing is only the fruit, whereas the kelipot (shells) are extraneous. Thus, physical desire overcoming a person is the

evil forces overpowering holiness.

Likutei Moharan 62:5:3 (trans Moshe Mykoff, Breslov Research Inst.)

 45. /tnx h,a, tk :vhrc thhjk cr vhk rnt
/dhe ohjxp

Rav Chiya warned his son not to ingest certain chemicals.

 46.- tnx h,a, tk,ugn rzp,u lktua lck tvhu ,xuu iuvk gce,a hbpn 'ohnx ,u,ak snk, tk /
oa h"ar

Rashi explains that the concern is that one will become addicted to them and then squander their money to acquire them.

44. Smag (LT 13) and Smak (15) list the prohibition against forgetting Torah as one of the 613 mitzvot.

45. Research shows that most people who smoke cannabis do so with the intention of clouding their mind.

46. As to the addictive qualities of cannabis when compared to other legal drugs, such as alcohol, see R. Finkelstein’s article and Dr. Galper Grossman’s response.
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 47. /tnx h,a, tkrapt ot h,ah, tk vtuprk ukhptu /,ugn shxp,u lktua lck tvhu ,xuu ovk gceba hbpn ohnx v,a, kt
 /,rjt vtuprk

oa  o"car

The Rashbam quotes Rashi and then adds that these chemicals may be permitted for strictly medical use, but even then
one should try to find an alternative due to the risk of addiction. 

48. ch,fs(vb:vf trehu) [oº�v h´�s �c�g] oh º�s �c�g Æ k �t �r �G �h�h&�b �c h³�k�h &�F  /ohscgk ohscg tku 'ov hscg -
/h tghmn tcc

Chazal learn that the Torah prohibits a Jews from becoming controlled or subordinate to anything other than God.  This

includes addictions or uncontrollable habits.

G] OTHER PROHIBITIONS

49.vagv ruxht tfht sugu /otu ct sucf ,umn kg ihrcug rat stn ohrgymn vz ihbagna ukt ka otvu ctva sugu /////
tuva rurcu yuap tuv rcs ;ux /vz sck ohrjt vcrv ohruxhtk ohnrud ov odu /anujc i"cnrv aurhpf uhv, ohauses
hbbvu /,uchahc ihsnuka uktn yrpcu ktrah hbc kfn uz vtnuy rhcgvk ,kufhv kfc ks,avk lhrmu ohrunj ohruxhtn

 /ihhyabhhp van 'urheun ushsh
vk inhx d ekj vgs vruh van ,urdt ,"ua

Rav Feinstein ends his teshuva by invoking other Torah prohibitions that could be broken through smoking cannabis -
such as respect for parents

47
, kedoshim tihiyu (to refrain from certain hedonistic practices even if these are technically

permitted).

• On the issue of parental approval, respect for parents does not allow breach of halacha.  So even if parents DO approve of their

children smoking cannabis48, this would not allow it if it were otherwise halachically prohibited.  

• Another important discussion is the halachic principle of Dina deMalchuta Dina.  In a jurisdiction where there was a criminal penalty

on cannabis use would dina demalchuta effectively prohibit this halachically?

• The parameters of Dina Demalchuta are complex and it applies primarily in financial and regulators areas.  It does not usually apply

in the same way to areas of more ritual halacha.   The question of whether this is a law which is more observed or more breached by the

general public also makes a big different to the halachic application of Dina Demalchuta.  It is very likely that Dina Demalchuta would

apply to legal restrictions on selling substances.  

H] RECENT RESPONSES TO R. FEINSTEIN’S PSAK

• In 2018 R. Dr. Baruch Finkelstein49 wrote an extended essay50 analyzing R. Feinstein’s 1973 psak.  His conclusion was that there

should no longer be a psak against recreational cannabis use.  

50. :oufhx ,usuvk ubhkg 'xhctbev hrmu, 'ahajvu vbtujhrnv hnxc vnjkn ka rpxn ohruag rjtk"jmhb ogv iumr"a:
ogu "sdbv ,ucr," og vehzc vhumnf v,xhp, /ohhchynrub ohabt crec od ,cjr,nu ,fkuv ovc aunhav ,gpu,
vc ohtur ihhsga ukt /(,heuj vbht ihhsg od) ,h,rcj vbhjcn ,hnhyhdkk ,fpuv thvu 'okugv in vpkj kug ,ehrp

 /"rcs tng htn hzj eup"u ,uthmnv ,t vjufb ohtur obhtu ohbauhn ohphyuthryxn ohgpaun vnudp vgpu,
'ovc vbunyv ,urfn,vv ,bfx kacu 'ourdk ohhuag ova vchajku ;udk ezbv ihdc xhctbev hrmu, hpkf rhnjnv xjhv
ifta jfuH ukht od /r,uh vkusd ovk ,urfn,vv ,bfxu r,uh ohscf ovhezba ohrjt ohrmun uk ohfuza xjhk vnus ubht
kcek htar osta oaf - u,gs kuehaku ostv ,rhjck aunhav ,kta ,t rh,uvk hutr 'lurtv juuyk ezb ovc ah
,bfuxn vbht ukt ohnx ka r,h ,bn ,jhek hf ihhmk ah vz raevc /ezbu ,kgu, ohkkufv ohrjt ohbhhbgk gdubc ,uykjv

/kkf

47. Two contemporary poskim have applied this directly to smoking.  Yalkut Yosef, Hilchot Kibud Av v’Em (7:17) rules that if a father directs his son not to smoke, even though this does

not fall with the specific ‘needs’ of the father, the son should obey his father and should certainly not smoke in his presence.  Rav Eliyashiv ruled (Mevakshei Torah Kibbud Av V’Em

Part 1 (Adar 5757) that if the father directs his son not to smoke out of health concerns, even if those are not halachically valid, the son may not smoke in the father’s presence or

anywhere else where the father will find out.   

48. In 2022, 30.7% of US 12th graders reported using cannabis in the past year, with more use by girls than boys. 29.7 percent of 10th graders and 44.5 percent of 12th graders have

tried marijuana, with nearly 22.5 percent of 12th graders reporting that they have used marijuana in the past month and 6 percent reporting daily use (see

https://www.mottchildren.org/posts/your-child/marijuana-and-teens). More and more younger children are coming to school under the influence of cannabis - see

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/26/nyregion/nyc-marijuana-kids-schools.html

49. R. Finkelstein is a known commentator on the writing of R. Feinstein.  See his series on the Wisdom of Rabbi Moshe Feinstein at https://www.yeshiva.co/midrash/category/1468

50. See https://www.beithillel.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/%D7%A7%D7%A0%D7%90%D7%91%D7%99%D7%A1-%D7%91%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%9B%D7%94.pdf
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hrmu,c aunhav ruxhtk hann h,fkv eunhb tumnk vae,v tuv hf vrun vz iushbc ihhyabhhp crv ka u,cua,c iuhg
h,fkv ruxht ubtmn tka rjtnu k"bv kf rutk /kug ,ehrpu ,ukkuv uc vturv vxhp,vn gpauv tuva rurcu 'xhctbev
- ,uumnv ,rhnac iuhprk ut vyhka suchtk aajn otu ',urfn,vk aajn ot - ohctf hcfan ut kuvufkt ,fhrm kg

/xhctbev ,t ruxtk ouen iht
ihhyakebhp lurc cr 'vfkvc xhctbev51

R. Finkelstein rules that many things have changed significantly since 1973.  In particular, what was then seen as a

counter-cultural and anti-establishment movement of drug-taking has now, in the case of cannabis, become mainstream

in that fully normative people who represent 2025 Western culture have no concerns about taking it
52

.  He also considers

that there is very little medical danger, certainly compared to other unhealthy habits (such as unhealthy eating) which
are not explicitly prohibited in halacha.  On R. Feinstein’s teshuva, he feels that there was not a clear reason for the

prohibition (hence the long list of reasons that R. Feinstein reaches for) and that the prohibition was largely based on

sociological considerations.  As such, R. Finkelstein rules that recreational cannabis use should be permitted today.

• However, in an 2021 article Dr Sharon Galper Grossman, a respected physician and former faculty member of Harvard Medical

School, strongly disagrees with R. Finkelstein’s position and upholds R. Feinstein’s psak, largely on the grounds that she considers

even light cannabis use to be medically dangerous. 

I] OTHER POSKIM

51. I am in receipt of your letter which you write as to my opinion regarding the new drug called L.S.D., which is said to have the

property of mental stimulation, etc. Biochemistry is not my field, and I cannot express an opinion on the drug you mention,

especially as it is still new. However what I can say is that the claim that the said drug can stimulate mystical insight, etc., is

not the proper way to attain mystical inspiration, even if it had such a property. The Jewish way is to go from strength to

strength, not by means of drugs and other artificial stimulants, which have a place only if they are necessary for the physical

health, in accordance with the Mitzva to take care of one’s health. I hope that everyone will agree that before any drugs are

taken one should first utilize all one’s natural capacities, and when this is done truly and fully, I do not think there will be a

need to look for artificial stimulants.

1964 letter from the Lubavitcher Rebbe addressed to a student at Cambridge University
53

52. I once heard from the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, of righteous memory, in a private audience,

an observation about drugs. He was speaking about the effect on a person taking drugs. He was, incidentally, very careful

about not saying anything negative about anybody. He said that the opinion of the Torah in general is that the person should

be the master over his or her self, and enslavement of any sort is wrong. Can a person still be the master over himself when

involved with drugs and other addictive substances?

The problem with using any kinds of drugs or almost anything that has a little bit of psychoactive material is the same. Indeed,

almost everything is psychoactive, including bread. If one fasts and then takes a piece of bread, it is possible to see how many

changes are made in one's psyche. The specific problem, however, with drugs is that people come relatively fast to a point of

no return. In truth there is never a point of no return; but one quickly reaches a point from where it is very hard, almost

impossible, to return...

R. Adin Steinsaltz (July 4, 2010) from a private audience with the Lubavitcher Rebbe
54

53. People speak about religious experiences today, trying to stimulate religious experiences with drugs or all kinds of acrobatics

while actually engaging in idolatrous practices. But one cannot get a religious experience—that is, a Jewish religious

experience—without utilizing the materials of Halakhah.

R. Yosef Ber Soloveitchik, Out of the Whirlwind, 2003 p. 9

• On September 19, 2019, in response to legalization of recreational marijuana in the state of Illinois, Rav Yona Reiss, the av beit din

of the Chicago Rabbinical Council, and several other distinguished Chicago rabbinic leaders issued a statement prohibiting its use in

the strongest terms and reaffirming Rav Feinstein’s teshuva55.

51. It is strongly recommended to read the full essay which is available on the link referred to above.  R. Finkelstein addresses each of R. Feinstein’s arguments in detail.

52. A watershed moment was March 29 1992 when Bill Clinton admitted to having experimented with marijuana during his time at Oxford University, famously claiming that he smoked

it but ‘didn’t inhale it’.  This revelation was not detrimental to his subsequent election as US President.  

53. For this and other quotes from the Lubavitcher Rebbe on this see https://shulchanaruchharav.com/from-the-ravs-desk-did-the-rebbe-ever-discuss-recreational-drugs/ 

54. At https://www.chabad.org/blogs/blog_cdo/aid/1171699/jewish/The-Problem-With-Drugs.htm

55. See also http://nleresources.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Drugs-Alcohol-April-14-2019.pdf
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