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MASHIACH UNPACKED
THE 3 MESSIANIC VISIONS IN TORAH

MIZRACHI - BOREHAMWOOD, MAY 2025

• There are 3 major vision of Mashiach in Jewish thought:

(i) Rambam (Maimonides) and the rationalists:  The time of Mashiach involves a non-miraculous natural process, the restoration of

Jewish sovereignty in Eretz Yisrael and an era of world peace.  It is completely separate from Olam Haba, which is the purely spiritual

soul world after death.

(ii) Ramban (Nachmanides) and the mystics:  The time of Mashiach is the supernatural era at the end of history which combines the

spiritual and physical worlds.  At that stage, it is the same as Olam Haba.

(iii) According to many other commentators (rationalist and mystic) there is a pre-messianic period called the time of Mashiach ben

Yosef.  This is a physical preparation for the coming of Mashiach ben David.

• Note there are also other concepts that we will not be able to address in this shiur, including:

- a pre-messianic (or possibly entirely non-messianic) concept of ‘Geula’ - redemption.  In this, the Jewish people are restored 

(at least to some extent) to their homeland and personal autonomy.

- Reincarnation - Gilgul Neshamot

- The Resurrection of the Dead - Techiyat HaMetim

A] MAIMONIDES AND THE RATIONALISTS

1. t/k �t �r �G	h h �j �s	b . �C �e �nU 'J �S �e 	n v�bIcU 'v�bIJt 	r �v v�k �J �n �N �v V�b �J�h�k sh 	u �S ,h �C ,Uf�k �n rh 	z �j �v�kU 's«n#g�k sh 	,#g �jh 	J �N �v Q�k �N �v
/v �rIT �C v �rUn#t �v i �,�u �m 	n k�f �F ,Ik �cIh �u ih 	Y 	n �J ih 	GIg �u ',Ib�C �r �e ih 	ch 	r �e �n  :o �s«E 	n Uh �v �J �F 'uh �n�h �C oh 	y�P �J 	N �v k�F ih 	r �zIj �u

h �r#v �J  :Ub �C �r v �J«n �cU v �rIT �C t�k �t 'r �pIF tUv s�c�k 	C oh 	th 	c�b r �t �J 	C t«k - I, �th 	c�k v �F �j �n Ubh �t �J h 	n It 'IC ih 	n#t �n Ubh �t �J h 	n k�f �u
" r �n3t�B �J 'uh�k�g v �sh 	g �v v �rIT- o 	h �n �5 �v v �m �e 	C 'W#j �S 	b v �h �v 	h-o 	t /// oh 	N �g �v-k�F 	n W �m �C 	e �u 'c �J �u `W �n#j 	r �u 'W �,Uc �J-, �t Wh �v«k3t wv c �J �u

////Wh �v«k3t wv W#th 	c3v �u  /W �j �E 	h o �5 	nU Wh �v«k3t wv W �m �C �e �h o �5 	n "(v-d'k ohrcs)k�F oh	k�kIF o �v 'v �rIT �C oh 	J �r«p �N �v oh 	r�c �S �v UK �t �u  /
//// oh 	th 	c�B �v k�F h �s�h k �g Ur �n �t�B �J oh 	r�c �S �v

�t vfkv th erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

In the future, the Messianic king will arise and renew the Davidic dynasty, restoring it to its initial sovereignty. He will build the Temple and gather the

dispersed of Israel. Then, in his days, the observance of all the statutes will return to their previous state. We will offer sacrifices, observe the

Sabbatical and Jubilee years according to all their particulars as described by the Torah. 

Anyone who does not believe in him or does not await his coming, denies not only the statements of the other prophets, but those of the Torah and

Moses, our teacher. The Torah testified to his coming, as Deuteronomy 30:3-5 states: "God will bring back your captivity and have mercy upon you.

He will again gather you from among the nations ... Even if your Diaspora is at the ends of the heavens, God will gather you up from there... and bring

you to the land...."  These explicit words of the Torah include all the statements made by all the prophets. Maimonides Mishne Torah - Laws of Kings 11:1

The Messianic Era for the Rambam involves: (i) restoration of the dynasty of David; (ii) re-building the Temple; (iii) the

ingathering of exiles; (iv) the restoration of the halachic system to its full application 

2. zr �nIt Uv�h �g �J�H �J tUv  /iIh �n 	S �C V �,It U,#j �p	h t«K �J h �s �F 'oh 	th 	c�B �v �vUN 	s t«k �u 'iIh �n 	s �u Q �r�g V�k ih �t 't�C �v o�kIg �v h�H �j , �cIy k�c#t ////
 Ik-v �F �j �n	k 'v �G#g �h--W �,�kUz oh 	v«k3t 'v �, �t �r-t«k i 	h �g"(d'sx uvhgah)   V �,It v �G�g t�k �t 'th 	c�b ih �g V �,It v �,#t �r t«K �J v�cIY �v r �nIk �F

 't�C �v o�kIg �v k�c#t ' �jh 	J �N �v ,Inh	k t�k �t Ut �C�b �,	b t«k i�KAF oh 	th 	c�B �v k�F 'oh 	n�f#j Ur �n �t  /Ik v �F �j �N �J o �s �t�k oh 	v«k3t �vi 	h �g"
W �,�kUz oh 	v«k3t 'v �, �t �r-t«k".

z:j vcua, ,ufkv o"cnr

However, the good of the life of the World to Come has no comparison or likeness, nor was it described by the prophets, lest with such a description,

they diminish it. This was implied by Isaiah’s (64:3) statement: “No eye has ever seen, O God, except for You, what You will do for those who wait for

You;” i.e. the good which was not perceived by the vision of a prophet and is perceived by God alone, this was created by God for those who wait for

Him. The Sages declared: “All the prophets only prophesied about the Messianic Age. However, regarding the World to Come — ‘No eye has ever

seen, O God, except for You.’” Maimonides Mishne Torah - Laws of Repentance 8:7

We have almost no understanding of the nature of Olam Haba.  The prophecies in Tanach refer to the Messianic Age

which is part of this world.
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3.doh 	r�c �s 	C t�mIH �f �u 'oh 	, �n v�H �j �n It 'o�kIg�C oh 	r�c �S J �S �j �nU 'oh 	, �pInU ,I,It ,IG#g�k Qh 	r�m ' �jh 	J �N �v Q�k �N �v �J Q �T �g �S k �g v�k#g�h k �t 
t�c�zIF i �c�K �J uh�k�F t �GIb v�h �v tUv �u 'v�h �v v�b �J 	n h �n �f �j �n kIs�D o�f �j v�ch 	e#g h 	C 	r h �r#v �J--i�F r�c �S �v ih �t `oh 	r �nIt oh 	J �P 	Y �v �J UK �t
i�uh �F `,IbIu#g�C d �r �v�B �J s �g ' �jh 	J �N �v Q�k �N �v tUv �J IrIS h �n �f �j k�f �u tUv v �N 	s �u  / �jh 	J �N �v Q�k �N �v tUv �J 'uh�k�g r �nIt v�h �v tUv �u 'Q�k �N �v

/, �pIn t«k �u ,It t«k 'oh 	n�f#j UB �N 	n Uk#t �J t«k �u ' �jh 	J �n Ubh �t �J g �sIb 'd �r �v�B �J

t«k �u 'i �vh�k#g ih 	ph 	xIn ih �t �u 'oh 	n�kIg h �n�kIg�kU 'o�kIg�k oh	B �T �J 	n �vh �y�P �J 	nU �vh �E Aj ih �t ,t«Z �v v �rIT �v �J  :i �v v�f�F 'oh 	r�c �S �v r �eh 	g �u
/xIrIeh �p#t�u g �J �r ht �S�U �C v�z h �r#v--i �yUJ �P 	n ,Iu �m 	N�K �J oh 	r�c �S �v th 	mIv �u v �rIT �C oh	b �P v�K 	D �J It ' �g �rID It ;h 	xIN �v k�f �u `i �v �n ih 	g �rID

�d vfkv th erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

One should not presume that the Messianic king must work miracles and wonders, bring about new phenomena in the world, resurrect the dead, or

perform other similar deeds. This is definitely not true.

Proof can be brought from the fact that Rabbi Akiva, one of the greater Sages of the Mishnah, was one of the supporters of King Bar Kozibah and

would describe him as the Messianic king. He and all the Sages of his generation considered him to be the Messianic king until he was killed

because of sins. Once he was killed, they realized that he was not the Mashiach. The Sages did not ask him for any signs or wonders.

The main thrust of the matter is: This Torah, its statutes and its laws, are everlasting. We may not add to them or detract from them. Maimonides Mishne

Torah - Laws of Kings 11:3

4. tId �v�b 	n �F o�kIg t�k �t `,h 	Jt �r �C v �G#g �n �C JUS 	j o �J v�h �v	h It 'o�kIg�K �J Id �v�b 	N 	n r�c �S k �y�C	h ' �jh 	J �N �v ,Inh 	C �J c�K �v k �g v�k#g�h k �t 
 v�h �g �Jh 	C r �n3t�B �J v�z �u /Q�kIv". �C �r 	h h 	s �D-o 	g r �n�b �u 'G �c �F-o 	g c �t �z r�d �u" (u:th uvhgah)ih 	c �JIh k �t �r �G	h Uh �v	H �J - r�c �S �v i�h �b 	g  /v �sh 	j �u k �J �n '

 r �n3t�B �J :r �n�b �u c �t �z 	C oh	kUJ �N �v 'o�kIg �v h�g �J 	r o 	g j �y�c�ko �vh �r �g-k �g s �e«J r �n�b--o �s �s �J �h ,Ic �r#g c �t �z" "(u:v uvhnrh)o�KAF Ur �z �j�h �u  /
" r �n3t�B �J 'k �t �r �G	h �F , �j�b �C r �T AN �v r�c �S Uk �ft«h t�k �t 'U,h 	j �J�h t«k �u Uk«z �d	h t«k �u ', �n3t �v , �s�ki �c �T-k �ft«h r �e �C �F 'v�h �r �t �u "uvhgah `z'th uvhgah)

 /(vf'vx'k �J �n Uh �v r�c �S v�zh �t�k k«F�k g �s�U	h �jh 	J �N �v Q�k �N �v ,Inh 	cU `o �v oh	k �J �n ' �jh 	J �N �v i�h �b 	g �C ih 	cU, �F �v oh 	r�c �S �v UK �t �C t�mIH �F k�F i�f �u 
/i �v�C zUn �r i�h �b 	g v �nU

cs�c�k 	C ,IH 	f�k �n sUC �g 	J t�k �t ' �jh 	J �N �v ,Inh	k v�Z �v o�kIg �v ih �C ih �t 'oh 	n�f#j Ur �n �t 
�c-t vfkv ch erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

1. Do not presume that in the Messianic age any facet of the world's nature will change or there will be innovations in the work of creation. Rather,

the world will continue according to its pattern.

Although Isaiah 11:6 states: "The wolf will dwell with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the young goat," these words are a metaphor and a

parable. The interpretation of the prophecy is as follows: Israel will dwell securely together with the wicked gentiles who are likened to a wolf and a

leopard, as in the prophecy Jeremiah 5:6: "A wolf from the wilderness shall spoil them and a leopard will stalk their cities." They will all return to the

true faith and no longer steal or destroy. Rather, they will eat permitted food at peace with Israel as Isaiah 11:7 states: "The lion will eat straw like an

ox." Similarly, other Messianic prophecies of this nature are metaphors. In the Messianic era, everyone will realize which matters were implied by

these metaphors and which allusions they contained.

2. Our Sages taught: "There will be no difference between the current age and the Messianic era except the emancipation from our subjugation to

the gentile kingdoms." Maimonides Mishne Torah - Laws of Kings 12:1-2

The Rambam sees the Messianic Age very much as part of this world - a non-miraculous continuation of our current

existence, but ushering in an era of world peace.  He emphasizes in particular that the halachic system will not change.

5.vih	hUm �n oh	B �s#g �N �v k�f �u 'v �C �r �v , �g �P �J An v�h �v 	T v�cIY �v �J - ,Ur �j �, �u v �t�b 	e t«k �u v �n �j�k 	n t«k �u c�g �r t«k o �J v�h �v	h t«k 'i �n �Z �v I,It �cU 
r�p�g�F

�v vfkv ch erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

In that era, there will be neither famine or war, envy or competition for good will flow in abundance and all the delights will be freely available as dust.

The occupation of the entire world will be solely to know God. Maimonides Mishne Torah - Laws of Kings 12:1-2

The Rambam sees the Messianic Age very much as part of this world - a non-miraculous continuation of our current

The Messianic era will also one in which there is no world hunger.  Taken together with the Rambam’s picture of a
non-miraculous Messianic era, this is a pointed social comment on the cause of poverty and starvation today - not that

there are insufficient resources to go around but that there is an unwillingness to share the resources that we have.
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B] NACHMANIDES AND THE MYSTICS

6.lcck ,t lhvkt wv knu //// - ehsm ubumrf ,uagk ostv shc ,uar v,hv vthrcv inzn hf 'rnuta vz ihbg ohcu,fv in vtrbu
 'gar ut'if vru,v inz kfu /grc o,umrc abugu cuyc o,rhjcc ,ufz ovk vhvha hsf cuyc vrhjcv vhv, 'jhanv ,unhk kct
gcy ovkkunu 'ckk vkrg vut,vu vsnjv hf /itf ,rfzbv vkhnv thvu /kkf uc .upjh tku hutr ubhta vnk ckv ovk vut,h tk '

 /vut,h tku sunjh tka tuv ckviuatrv ost ka utyj osue vhv ratk tuvv inzc ostv cuahuhutra vn ugcyc vaug vhva '
 ,hatrc rsxc h,arhpa unf 'ufpvu rcs ubumrc uk vhv tku ,uagk/ (y:c) vhnrhc cu,fv rnta vn uvzu(ck-k:tk)'ohtc ohnh vbv 

,t ,urft rat ,hrcv ,tz hf 'wudu o,uct ,t h,rf rat ,hrcf tk vasj ,hrc vsuvh ,hc ,tu ktrah ,hc ,t h,rfu wv otb
/vbc,ft ock kgu ocrec h,ru, ,t h,,b ovv ohnhv hrjt ktrah ,hc////  hutrv uvagn ugcyc ckv ,uagu grv rmh kuyc uvzu 

 u:k ohrcs i"cnr

AND THE ETERNAL YOUR GOD WILL CIRCUMCISE THY HEART.  .... This following subject is very apparent from Scripture: Since the time of Creation,

man has had the power to do as he pleased, to be righteous or wicked. This [grant of free will] applies likewise to the entire Torah-period, so that

people can gain merit upon choosing the good and punishment for preferring evil. But in the days of the Messiah, the choice of their [genuine] good

will be natural; the heart will not desire the improper and it will have no craving whatever for it. This is the “circumcision” mentioned here, for lust and

desire are the “foreskin” of the heart, and circumcision of the heart means that it will not covet or desire evil. Man will return at that time to what he

was before the sin of Adam, when by his nature he did what should properly be done, and there were no conflicting desires in his will, as I have

explained in Seder Bereshith. It is this which Scripture states in [the Book of] Jeremiah, Behold, days are coming, says the Eternal, that I will make a

new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah; not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers etc. But this is the

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Eternal, I will put my Law in their inward parts, and in their heart will I

write it. This is a reference to the annulment of the evil instinct and to the natural performance by the heart of its proper function. ..... 
Nachmanides Deuteronomy 30:6

The Ramban’s conception of Mashiach was quite different that of the Rambam.  Ramban envisages a world which reverts
to the pre-Sin state of Gan Eden, where the laws of the natural world as we know them now cease to apply in the same

way.

C] MASHIACH BEN YOSEF

7., �j �̧P �J 	n s·�c�k ,«u j �P �J 	n ,«u ¬j �P �J 	n . �r º�t �v v´�s �p �x �u [:i«u LS 	d �n ,¬�g �e 	c �C i«u N 	rM �s �s#v s¬�P �x 	n �F o º	�k �JUŕh 	C Æs �P �x 	N �v k³�S �d 	h tUÀv �v o«uH́ �C]
sº�c�k o´�vh �J �bU Æs �c�k sh³	u �SM,h �C  //// (ch-th ch vhrfz) :rnt sj /ibcru txus hcr vc hdhkp ?vh,shcg htn tshpxv tv;xuh ic jhan kg

 :rnt sju drvba/drvba grv rmh kg
/cb vfux

It is stated: “[On that day there shall be great mourning in Jerusalem, like the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the Valley of Megiddon.] The land will

eulogize, each family separately; the family of the house of David separately, and their women separately, the family of the house of Nathan

separately, and their women separately” (Zechariah 12:12). ... What is the nature of this eulogy? Rabbi Dosa and the Rabbis disagreed. One said

that this eulogy is for Messiah ben Yosef who was killed [in the war of Gog from the land of Magog prior to the ultimate redemption with the coming of

Messiah ben David.] And one said that this eulogy is for the evil inclination that was killed. Babylonian Talmud Succah 52a

8. :o	h L�r �p �t M, �t r¬«m�hMtL«k v�sUvhL	u v º�sUv�hM, �t t́�B �e�hMtL«k Æo	hÆ �r �p �t U,·�r�F	h v�sUv�h h¬�r �r«m �u o	h º�r �p �t ,´�t�b 	e Æv �rÆ�x �u;xuh ic jhan -  h"ar)
(vzc vz utbeh tk sus ic jhanu

 dh:th uvhgah

And the envy of Ephraim shall cease, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim shall not envy Judah, nor shall Judah vex Ephraim. (Rashi

- Mashiach ben Yosef and Mashiach ben David will not be jealous of each other) Isaiah 11:13

9.ubk vtrh 'uhvh tku vcua,c ruzjb otu /;xuh ic ka ohgrutnv uhvhu vcua,c ruzjb tk ot k"r 'sjh ohbhbgv hba kg hf ////
lrsv kexnfu vnutv ie,nfu uk jhkaf vhvh 'uk osue ;xuh ic jhan vhvh otu  /out,p sus ic jhan

 j rntn ,ugsvu ,ubuntv rpx

... These two issues go together, meaning if we do not repent then all these events of [Mashiach] Ben Yosef will occur.   But if we do repent, they will

not and Mashiach ben David will come suddenly.  Or if Mashiach ben Yosef does precede him, he will act as a messenger for him and as one who

repairs the nation as one paves a road.

Rav Saadia Gaon writes that role of Mashiach ben Yosef is to prepare the way for Mashiach ben David.  But the events of

his days are contingent and not decreed.  If the Jewish people do teshuva there is no inevitability to the calamities of

Mashiach.
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10.  The Lamentation in Jerusalem on the death of Dr. Theodor Herzl

On that day the lamentation will be great in Jerusalem, like the lamentation of Hadad- rimmon in the valley of Megiddon. (Zecharia 12:11)

…..

So it came about that throughout the Exile there is a see-saw effect of these two opposing forces. At times, there is exhibited a drive toward

material, worldly success that flows primarily from the foundation of Joseph and Ephraim; other times there is a stirring of the spiritual

drive for observance of Torah and spiritual development, for awe and love of God.

Since it is impossible for our nation to attain its lofty destiny other than by actualizing these two components - the universal symbolized by

Joseph, and the distinctive symbolized by Judah  - there arise in the nation proponents of each aspect. Those who would enhance

spirituality prepare the way for Messiah son of David, whose focus is the final destiny. Truly the focus of life is spiritual attainment, except

that the spiritual can only develop properly if it is accompanied by all the material acquisitions of which a full-bodied nation is in need.

Those who redress the material, general aspects of life prepare the way for Messiah son of Joseph.

When these two forces work at cross purposes as a result of the calamity of exile, shortsightedness and disarray, these are the ‘birthpangs

of Messiah’, or to be more exact, the ‘birthpangs of Messiahs’ (plural). The Psalmist (89:52) writes: ‘That Your enemies have defied, O Lord;

that they have defied the footsteps of Your Messiahs’ WL�jh 	J �n ,I ¹c �E 	g   

Two footsteps of two Messiahs.

Now since the major achievement of Messiah son of Joseph, which is the general advancement of mankind, is accomplished by

de-emphasis of the unique Jewish form, Messiah son of Joseph cannot endure, so he is destined to be killed.

When this happens, all will recognize the perversity of the situation. They will realize that it was wrong not to subjugate the universal

dimension to the spiritual aspect which is Israel’s destiny, to the kingdom of David. ‘They will lament him as one laments an only son, and

grieve for him as one grieves for the firstborn son.’ (Zecharia 12:10) The lamentation for an only child is bereft of hope for future children.

Elderly parents who have lost their only son, are totally forlorn. If the verse were to end on that note, it would spell utter doom, but the

bitterness is mitigated by intellect. Intellect perceives that the nation has produced the soul of the Messiahs. The nation is not as elderly

parents who have lost their only child, but rather as young parents who have lost their firstborn child. Being inexperienced at raising

children, they did not attend properly to the child in its state of illness, so the child succumbed. 

By the same token, the nation comes to the realization that it did not know how to make proper use of this universalist dimension, did not

understand how it could contribute to Israel’s unique destiny. In that way, it could have survived. The nation labored under the illusion

brought on by the divisiveness of exile that these two forces are truly at odds. The result is that whoever holds up the universal side of the

nation becomes unfortunately an enemy of Torah and mitzvot  (commandments). Contrariwise, whoever focuses on the uniquely Jewish,

becomes an adversary of material wellbeing. In the first scenario, the fence of Torah is broken down; in the second, the result is weakness

and morosity.

After this latest experience of Messiah son of Joseph’s impermanence, let us deduce that truly the two forces are not mutually antagonistic.

It is time to bring it all together and to organize the nation’s ways. Let every universal perfection serve as a basis for perfecting the uniquely

Israelite. Let both parties - those disposed to the material and universal, and those disposed to the spiritual and particularistic - come to

the same conclusion.

Then the lamentation will be on both sides; both will recognize their mistake. These two forces were created to be united; once rent

asunder, they were mutually injurious. ……

The Zionist vision manifest in our generation might best be symbolized as the “footstep of Messiah son of Joseph” (ikva de-Mashiah ben

Yosef).  Zionism tends to universalism (as opposed to Jewish particularism). It is unequipped to realize that the development of Israel’s

general aspect is but the foundation for Israel’s singularity. The leadership of the Zionist movement must be greatly influenced by the gifted

few of the generation, the righteous and the sages of Israel. On the other hand, the ideal of Israel’s national renaissance, including all the

material accouterment - which is a proper thing when joined to the spiritual goal - to date has not succeeded, and the lack of success has

brought on infighting, until finally, the leader of the movement has fallen, a victim of frustration. It behooves us to take to heart, to try to

unify the “tree of Joseph” and the “tree of Judah,” to rejoice in the national reawakening, and to know that this is not the end goal of Israel,

but only a preparation.  ….

This is the benefit to be gained by remorse over one whom we might consider the “footstep of Messiah son of Joseph” (ikva de-Mashiah

ben Yosef ), in view of his influence in revitalizing the nation materially and generally. This power should not be abandoned despite the

wantonness and hatred of Torah that results in the expulsion of God-fearing Jews from the movement. We must develop the courage to

seek that any power that is of itself good be fortified, and if it is lacking spiritual perfection, let us strive to increase the light of knowledge

and fear of the Lord such that it (i.e. the light) is capable of conquering a powerful life-force and of being built up through it. Then there will

be fulfilled in us the prophecy, “I will grant unto Zion salvation, unto Israel My glory.” Return (teshuvah) must be from our side. Return will

be enduring only if all the powers presently found (and possible to be found) in the nation will be vigorous, and directed to good. Then we

will be a vessel for the divine will, “a crown of ornament in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the palm of your God.”

The Lamentation in Jerusalem, Rav Kook.  Ma’amarei RAYaH 1 (1980) pp94-99
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