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The Semitic Background of Our Alphabet
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1. Note the changes in the order of some letters. The Abecedary dates to around 1050 BCE.
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Yehud coinage from the Second Temple Period New Israeli Shekel with the Yehud inscription
A] THE TALMUDIC SOURCES - 3 OPINIONS
NN NNN ,WTIPN PYD 1Y AN OXIWD NN MM NONN RIAPW 90 NPTEN) (RTOR 919) [NTON 29] DN 1.

I2Y AN MOVPTNY INIM WTIPN PYII IPNYN AN ORI JND 17 ININ PYIY TPNWYNX NI XRY M1 DN
ANIN DY 29 NN IRNDY AN RTON 29 TINX 11PI2Y AN ORND IRMI XTON 27 N - MOVPTN INND ININ NYDN
YT DY MINWI )T DY NN NI NIV 29 DY ON) ... .IWN MTP NINDN INID YT DY 1IN INPNY XRY 7D NI
NIV NP NIDD Po72°ND) () oov) DN TN DI WY TP N NAYIT 07 (=1 xmy) IINIY . ANOND
- TPNVUN NIPI NNO TNV NRIN AN NG APAT YR NN ... 302) v o1 DN NIPPJ Y TIg 7Y

VNN ONNY NDYY

NI PITNO
The Gemara brings 3 opinions on the origins of the Hebrew script. The first is that of Mar Zutra and Mar Ukva who
understand that the original script was Ktav lvri. They bring a Tanaitic proof from R. Yosei that Ezra was responsible
for changing the script to Ktav Ashuri, so named because it comes from Assyria - Ashur.
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The second opinion is that of Rebbi - the Tana R. Yehuda HaNasi. He rules that the original script was Ktav Ashuri. Its
use was discontinued ‘because the Jews sinned’ and the script changed to Ktav Ivri. When they ‘returned’, the original
script was restored. The name Ktav Ashuri is NOT from “‘Assyria’, but rather means a beautified (calligraphic) script.
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The third opinion is R. Elazar HaModai. He rules that the original script was Ktav Ashuri and that never changed.
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There are various Midrashim which imply different positions on the issue of the original script.

e IPIIND DYIND NP AVUPY N"APND INSND ,D1IDD NWN NOYY NYWA :29 N DTN 29 N 1.

05 MMN
When Moshe went on high he saw God tying” crowns on the letters. Only the Ktav Ashuri letters have crowns!

TR PN DI MMV T'/NDY 00 :XTON 29 N 8.

Ap mav
A famous Bavli in Shabbat relates in the name of Rav Chisda® that the letters on the luchot were carved through and
readable from both sides. As such, the mem and the samech were held up miraculously since they are hollow and the
middle piece of the letter had nothing to connect to. This clearly assumes that the writing on the luchot was Ktav Ashuri.

DD NYYN TN NNNN MMIOINMUN IINT NN .DXDN NYYN )Y DNNN NIN NYID INNT IND N 227 NN 9.

© 1391 N PI9 NN NION (NIDN) MIYVIP 1NN
However, the parallel midrash in the Yerushalmi gives voice to the other opinion that the writing on the luchot* was in
Ktav Ivri! On that basis, the miraculous letter was the ayin, which is hollow in Ktav Ivri.’

MY N PRY - M¥DT 7N 2NN INII0M .OINX DNN T'ANIND NIN 72 NPN 127 NIPIPXY 7DD 129 DN 10.
.DYTON YN DINOY NON ... 1NNYN 92T WIND

a nonHn
Another midrash relates that the final letters were originally given to the Jewish people, then ‘forgotten’ and ultimately
restored. That seems to closely track the opinion of Rebbi - that the original script was Ktav Ashuri, which was lost and
subsequently restored.

B] THE RISHONIM - 3 APPROACHES

B1] THE SCRIPT NEVER CHANGED

NWRY ST DY MNWI ANONY NINT 0P 1T DNN .PIZN YO N2 RSN MXINT NIDP XNT XIAPW 10D XNODN N ... 11.
N2Y UMNAN MNY NN NI PN XNYD NINNIY POY PIATY PRI NIAM NDUNRD JNNY NOYY NDRPY PNUR INdD
NPIPNM 2OP "1 NN PN ... IDIN NI PNWIN TN DYV 1WNHN NI PRI JTPNIN N NNYIN 2N THYY 52310
MY XN Y AN 12951279 .DWN YT DY DN YA WIWY MYUNRND DY MY AN YDY ' 12TY RYIVY ... 22T VYN
N NINWI D IMNI NION PRY NONX NIYN T DY 111 T ANIV "D NIOM 272y AN N M P[] Nwn T Dy
29 NINHOYTINN NYIN D DNN 1O NINWI XD 1T 2N ... IINY NYIN 12 )WNY 95 NN NIN SN NNNN
...... PTOW PN DI MMOY THOY DN WINPT DINK MMPHRN YOPNON XPT TV ... PRI ITHNOND 1910 1N 939

MY YD 21597 - DN MWD
The Geonim strongly reject the position of R. Yosei. The position of Rebbi is partially accepted. Full endorsement is
only give to the third position above - that the Hebrew script was ALWAYS Ktav Ashuri and never changed.

T'IDY 0D PIINTI MDA NWND 1T NF ANIY T I"MP XN OO 1D XY ININD NP XNT .NIPW D NION PN 12.
TINWI XD T 2N IINT OYTIIN TVYONX 1D NON MINVIY IMNI NI9N PRI .DTINYN MM 191, )T PN D12 mMav
"I Y TINN MYIN 1D NION 191 .29 YTNA TNONI XNION 1Y NXIN 27070 12)D OYTINND NYONX T .00wWN Iy 9o

PPy DD NNV XD 1Y AN % 1NN YININRY SYTINN [YON D

A5 P10 OXNN A9
This is also ruled by the early Rishon, Rabbeinu Chananel. He explains that since the first opinion was held by Amoraim
- Mar Ukva and Mar Zutra - it is therefore overruled by the other opinions held by Tannaim. As between them, R’ Elazar
HaModai is the senior figure and teacher of Rebbi so the halacha is like him. The script never changed!

2. This clearly needs to be understood in a non-literal Midrashic sense, which is not the object of this shiur. For our purposes, the nature of the mashal assumes that the original script
was Ktav Ashuri.
3. Note that Rav Chisda is the opinion in Sanhedrin that said the original script was Ktav Ivri, and here he indicates that the luchot were in Ktav Ashuri. The view of the Ritva (below)
could resolve this apparent contradiction.
4. Which luchot - first or second - will be discussed below!
5. See the Radvaz below who distinguishes between the first and second luchot.
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B2] THE SCRIPT DID CHANGE BUT THE LUCHOT WERE IN KTAV ASHURI
YNEH 352 HD DNPD PO 13 P3O BPHE B 302 .9DD DH OVIINED 13 PIDIE DD 3007 HD I3V 3D - MI3Y 3N 13,

,3D33C HEDN HIDE "NLH' ©IND FIN PV3 VIILFH P 1ILH3 T DN 1HY MNEH HIPN 9D PH PP 33 1N
,IDIDD DOEN3I DPIIDS PIIDDY P PHY ,DIMT I PHE HON 550 PIPED 13 WIH HX PIDIDPY PP PHE )
3D22 W HHL 10 PH

1.7VN T P9 0¥ NOON B"ANTY MVYNH V1P
The Rambam understands that the original script given by God was in Ktav Ashuri, as was the original Torah.°

PO MNEH N3 XL 3P DNDPD PITIDY DI XL OWD WD VNN PP P 253 £E ILIHNI I 3D ML NTY IMD N
3p> H1D PNEH HINID 305D Ot POB 'H W I3H 27"HDY 0"N3 DD D I M3V 3PO3 TV 23D 3DdN PN
DTH I35 £IPD NEY 536,03 HiH HIDD 305D DH H DNDM .LIPD NEY 191,57 HIPY 12 OL M PwN3L LIP

D™D IPH3 HIDD 3POD PEYTPY PMD DN 2"DLBHY NEITPY PHI DD 737N OED 131 DD 1PN OTIP SHILY N3 PI13H)
NI HREOL 19N 293D 3D53 INMD 13D 1O HH N5LY THHY T0hH 53 1H NI IMSE BMIBO3 10O DD P3P 1D H)

£ MPOY DI PIVE 125 OTIP ©5H DL 1H ,095 1DV I 30> NEH B3 WTN NEHY WIS 7PN PPN DISE
295 1% HIM I NEHY DL 1IN IHY BEN DINY 13 1IN SHILY N3Y IMH 17HNY OI5 DL 1 .OIE 3PD T3
3059 DH HIW INCE ON3 PH O DN N3N N D3 IN e NI IDI) IDITH IPPNTIN O3S LY PO 3D}

D3I PINN3 15 1P DIT DD I35 ID 3DO MHIL ,ONDI KD £ITH OIE £TPD 303 I IO 30D}

14.

2 NI X' VPN
The Ritva understands that EVERY opinion in the Gemara agrees that the luchot were given in Ktav Ashuri, which has all
the mystical depths of the Hebrew alphabet! However, this was reserved for the luchot only. Sifrei Torah, from the very
start, even that of the king, were written in Ktav lvri. Once the aron and the luchot were hidden, the people lost the
connection with Ktav Ashuri. Once they arrived in Ashur they Jews were reconnected with this script, either from the
Assyrians or from their own ancient traditions. In the time of Ezra they began to write all sifrei kodesh in Ktav Ashuri.

PIDE 75 HIPOE MEH 3D 0I5 PPDY DTN 5D WD H DY o5 OTHS HIDE PNESD 1 MY DY FID 3P 1 TIM
I 5D DNDD MDM DY INTIPIL PI I SH INDD IMPE MY MIL HID M S O 5 WD PIOIN DIPH3 LN
D9 ML DHID MBI JBPNY DHILY WD PH PWD DI I3T HIM .3POD PAITNY SHICY WD I MM ,PND3ITD
DN VY HEH .2IND BIITN OND3 SHILY PIL IN3 WD OIE NEID DD 2PN 1M HIY I I ILHND 3P
%3 N5 IO HID H3E THN THY ©IMIIN OMITI M LTPI NEN MNEH 30> HIDL O3> MHY HIDE 3pOD O MO

..... HID D DD DD MED DDE DN THN DPWY 1HD DIITI PP MHN ML
PID I3 £17PD 3D5 53H ... DHILY BB 3003 HOH oM HY 10 WINH I30E DMNEH 30> HID PINYIE 305D KD 1937 PN
PO HEC THOND 3DPOE 305 15 0 M 155 DHIIEN 3PO3 3DOD ML PO 1D 1) MIND Y 103PS) IHOXE PIMDD 3POE
3P23 P D B HEHND 305 D PV HID N3 £ITPD 13 3POE DD 3pOD HN3 o5 MNLH 3P IMIPL DN
PR PH D131 LN 3p3 3P2E PO PH HID I3 £ITPD 3DSE 30> 536 13D 3P5D ML NHY 9D o SHILY 13POE

15.

10 P79 YN NINON Y9N
The Maharal understands that the luchot were in Ktav Ashuri and that ALL opinions in the Gemara agree on this.

However, since the people were not yet on the right spiritual level, they used Ktav lvri until the time of Ezra.

D™D 3D53 DIZIND 1D BMESHID PINVIL O DT DNPD DD M3 3033 INHL MINH DIDLM PN ) PPT D) ...
DIV DI 1N DEN TNEN DEIP £IP M NEIN PEHID 3PN PNVD DELY 5 DIV PINPY DINNN PINS3
2"DP ... IIZEN DNED B3 1A PN 1IHLN IPINSH DIPN> 1D IPEITP 3190 PIMHD INID PINM 530D P HM 1713
W3HE DI DD IO DI DNV 173D DY ... DEITP 13 PHE I3V 303 HIDL PO OO NOL PES3 PINED PNVD Ph 3p>

DN IN5P3 3DOD H1 536 P IEH BIZTD DALY - 1D ILH OIII7D PH MDD Y I3IP) DT M LMD 3pOD I
121 936D 019379 pH 75 3102 3D PINVED DI LY DX 30N MID O3 3051 3po00) ONEHID PINV3 3pOE
DIV 536 DD D D51 YN IMH IOM PPN PPITID DTM PINW3 D DHIE IO 35D PH ION MDD D"HIN

3P 353 3D 55D PN PIOM 1NIH3 PP PO

16.

0N YO 3 PON AT DMWY
The position of the Radvaz is that the FIRST luchot were given in Ktav Ashuri. However, once the people worshiped the
Golden Calf, they dropped in kedusha and lost this script. The second luchot and all subsequent writings were in Ktav

Ivri, with the original script passed down in a mesora from Moshe’, until eventually restored by Ezra.

6. This could be the second or third positions in the Gemara above.

7. R.Reuven Margoliot suggests that the Torah scroll found by Hilkiah (Melachim 2:22:8) was the original Torah of Moshe written in Ashuri. Hence few people could read it. (Hamikra
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B3] THE ORIGINAL SCRIPT WAS KTAV IVRI

YNYN 2ND DAY 1IN Y12Y 2N NMNY - TRRD 02T MW 1Y WY IV NDINID 90T MIVYY INT D220 DY TUNRD 17.
DNNY NIYY TMNYN INIY XIPI NN - PITIID NIDNT RNIDINA DT 1PN YN 1I) .0UN IININ NYN DX DY AN
TIYY DD DMON M1AT DIPN TN XINY 1277127 PRY NN T .../ 191 IRIWD NN 1IN MY 2N IIN 029, NIUNND
NONNA NAPW M X RTON 297 TN DY YINN TOV 000N 12T DONMIND WP DYT) 11D P19 PITMD NINHXAT
e WTPN PYUDYINMUN 2ND 0N 1T NY MDA NDNN M2 IDYY P WTPN NYDY Y 2N DI 1IN 1IN)

0 P9 3 NN OIPYN 99D
The Sefer Halkarim has a very different reading. He understands that the luchot were given in Ktav Ivri. He
understands this to be the view of R. Yosei® and brings support® from the Tosefta that this actually a majority position.*
The change to an Assyrian script was one of the changes made as a reminder of the redemption from Bavel!

NI, TIYN NDINID DT INN 2T VY 191 .1MIYN NDINID I3 NP N 2NN DI NYY NIANIY NNHD NI OIPN DO 18.
N DVTND NN PID INND IRNY .DMIND NN DT INND PH)I DAY 11D JONIND DVTNN 1IN INIWIN IMMINY
M5 PIDI PYNIN VN DMNYI DWTNN PH PIY DT MUND ONNY 1DY DVTNN MNY 97 1M1 YIINY
N2 NWI92 5 1"2090 2N 191 .NDNNA WX MY MDY MY KDY MV NIINID DT NYUNI DMN PHD PNV
MY 2IY INNR IR NN NNIN PHRNNY TIY 53 D DX I 1D DOWTNN 1IA MNNY 1IN DN D 7D DRI
TPV N TINTON 2D 0130 YIND SN 03TIN 79Y7 TN 170 TV YVINTND) T YT DY NN DUN DRI
YR DMIND NNONY AT PN PYURIN PIIN MIND INT N33 7onm) W ANAY YIND IN? 193 YN N°377 T0N)
MY 1IN YD, TMIYN NDINID 9D MUND DNNY WYY DOYTNN THNIY YPRYM .02WND INIYD MWNN 9NN PN Nnd
A% 12 997 XDV 29 DY N ONK) MY NDY M 71N YOI DOWTNN PIN

ov
The second major change that Ezra made as a reminder of the redemption was to abandon the Torah numbering of the
months and adopt the non-Jewish idolatrous names. How could Ezra contradict the Torah mitzva to number the months
from Nissan!? The lkarim understands that Ezra saw this as a temporary mitzva which applied only during while the
original first redemption from Egypt was in place. It fell away after Galut Bavel!

DODPNE 3POD MDLIL W D003 MIP INDD N PpH MNINE ILOHE Iy MDY I5M If 9373 PIHOL ©PYI w3 .. 19
OF 19D I N3T PO H1 19F 9137 Jp 9IDS HD I H3D 137 r 937 .DMNLH 3005 MPEY QIOIN 3P 3PD M
SHEY 102 HIE 1OF 50 21 16D PI DN D H DIDDY 1D IHY PI DNB3 INPD P15 HIPE INHE

10 P99 DN NINON D'
The Maharal is outraged by the suggestion that the mitzva had a limited time-frame and ceased to apply. He insists that
R. Yosef Albo - author of Sefer Halkarim - requires a kapara for even suggesting such a thing!

20.

MNADT Y COPKY * T Y3 W TR0 NABT MDY mn nnoaw
bywsn ow 13 R ‘3 eNED 10 ‘o3 Y% bk Y anow mos vravpws

Mo
meb e m ey by PYID NSoRIw KNWISD NNT N30 pwph wm
nsbm PR TR 137 AR SRNY NNt M 3003 037 DREW DR
by MO NGB 1SWEY KM300 DK K57 9 12 wnbn (hed sacnm med
v a9 1131 SN0 KT ADYTE MOV SM VORI RUIEM AT DWW 0D
Db MaYENen KN 1230 Myeh nyeh opo Jnsw KoK pn m 125
SemD3 YALYE3 ATDYTY MNP VR Dy 01 Mo TN piobd
mawEa 1YY VTRT R 5T 13 1271 R T 1ow TR m ¥b owan
wan mAB PMTRIR ASORAY  KADDIRD 1MSTY MY XGNP MaYd) ¢ m‘am

AN APY PY DY AN V1P
Others are horrified by the suggestion that the original script which God used for the luchot was Ktav Ivri. The
implications of such a position for the kabbalistic perspective on the aleph bet are enormous.

Vehamesorah, “Ketav Ashuri.”)
8. Unlike the opinions seen in B2 who understood that even R. Yosei agreed that Ktav Ashuri with its mystical resonance must have come first.
He also regards the fact that the Amoraim quote this opinion as a strength. This is exactly the opposite to R. Chananel who saw it as weakness!
10. He explains that the midrashim which suggest that the luchot were in Ktav Ashuri are going in accordance with the minority position of Rebbi, which we do not follow.
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©




5784 - rabbi@rabbimanning.com 17774 %343+ 6 a’F4

MDD DAN )0 IMD INTYW DMIAND 10D INKDI NN O) ,PNYN AND PN 7PN N0V AN NN 190N D'V 21.
] ,DM2T YV VYO N N"DAY'PYIAY AND PN MNP DIV MM, TY 7PN DI \"YNVY .I2T WO NOMN
IV YT NP 3TN PRI, APY PYM (2% o an) 37T M PRTIY NONX [0 '0 5™1nn Y8 nxon

VD DD (DNIY YIN 9Y) 115 LOYN NIV
Rav Kook understands the opposition to the position of the Ikarim but points out that the simple reading of the Gemara is
like his opinion, and there is also support from the Yerushalmi.

DY Y DN PN DNNY ,ORIY Y9N FUNRID MAN NIPNY NNIXNA NNNN NTIAYN QYNDN 72T 7PN 2NN PV 22.
YD N NDYD DY DM P NNNA PAY OIY T2 M 7IVN INNNN M1 ORIV DY WX NN WTIPN M2 IINON
ND DMYN WM NNNN Y OXIY NIV .MDIN D20 - D'NN NIAD PIS 7PIY TINM DYTHIN XWHNn IRIPY NRNNYD
VAN 7PN N 12N 990N DYPN ANIN ORI A2 I 7P NNNN THIAD 53 . PYNRIN NN »> 952 NI NN
PN DD PN IR DD DX HODIN PN XD ININD NV 1D DY INIY NN PI NNINVI DNND N NIYY 1D
DNIY DWWV THYIVN DPRYN DTN .YV 9210 NIV NMPIND NHNN 2NID 1NDWNN DY TNYD ONOM 0NN
DY N NI NN DY DN D93 NON TIAND PARN TYNN DIPY NPYY DN XINY NINK TIND MN MNNTH N Y'Y
THTN MM XN OVIN INIY DIV )IYRI A2 WX DNPHY TIT 'Y NNNNY MMND 1Y 92T 7P I2yN AN
Y UNI NN N D) DIVOV POHY HVIN NOW ININD AW DY P INUYND NI NN ,NNND RN 1D WM
199N DY 925 IN NI DDIND MDHT O) DNIWMA XN 7D 2NN 7PN NIDY .INNYND DWVYY and NinY ,anon 1"y
TOYNY DMATN INAY TY ,DNY DINDN ONNXI NPIIND KW DNINN Y'Y NDID NNHNN 9 NN DI DX DNWHP
NTHY X7 DN, M) MPINK PRY N2INI NI NOY NNY ST YDV NY 120 THPYRIL DY TRND NHYD TNH0N
TPYUNRI 7NN NOND INX IN TOYN PN20N MDXA D) IMWND NN 7PINY T NN THYN M"Y TPIMIN NNIND
9N IWINDD ONYN ANDY GMP10N 1I12Y ANIN MOV ,DMIND D0 9D JTANA D) ,NNND NPIYN DY nwynn
MY DNOM DNNON YW 1IN DN D) ,MIIT NPMIN DY DVIAWNI NNDI NPHYN 7PN 1Y ,MNIIN PIPIING
..... NI DY M2)H2 DTN NN D) NNRYD NNDI NNNN NI PNYRD AN .MODN Y D) NN

N YYD IOTPN - PIP 115N 2 N 29
Rav Kook understands that the original script was Ktav lvri and this was changed at the beginning of the Second Temple
period as a preparation for the long galut that they knew would be coming soon." The original script required much
more care in copying and was easily prone to errors. Only the Cohanim rooted in the Land of Israel could be trusted to
transmit Ktav Ivri properly. Thus the script was changed to protect against losses during the galut.

I3 903D 397 H3 ,DWIPINS 130 PIND DM NHY WHE WM TN H PYY - MI3Y 3PO3 IO INPD M I vom 23,
97D MIPY OPHY PIEDY DMB3 HHILY NND WD VY3 DHY HIY D NS NP MIPD LTM DH1ID H O INH>
525 133 NES3 D3D25 P DY ,DHND HMIOPEOH3 DD VL3N NIIND OPEN [OMD MIITIN DWM3 LHSH IEH3]
7D DLEER PYH3 IEHS] 1IH3 PHTD 3DIVY IPIND DIVND SH VDY IVIM (3:h dom) DI JIP3 PINID - PYTY DD
D295 52 1EME HIE DITHIPN VITD BE D33 I DD I35 IEH DIND PHID N3ON [DITD HE D3 103 DN 1HY

L:NY D127 HNON TYN
The Meshech Chochma has a fascinating thesis. Ktav lvri was much more esoteric, partly in order to avoid unworthy
students from gaining access to the secrets of Torah. But once prophecy ceased in the Second Temple period, a decision
was made to open up access to Torah to a much wider group, even at the risk of encouraging unworthy students. This
was successful, as evidenced by the massive spread of Torah in that period, but there were also unworthy students!

e DD DINHY DIC NESD ETIPD NEN ... PID I I3D3 13POL I3V 3DO3 NP D3P WpP3 W MY NH3IM .. (a8 24,
SHIEY 1TPHPY PNESD PITHH Y7 SPE SED HIY H3EDY .OF NEN 3P O 0 [DIPID O] DBINED W3P HIY 101> 319
F'F DNTID) DTPED 195 2DTI DIV GNMD OITIED N B HEH WWIPND P WIPE O DIN 17N HHILN ,0IPI>D OY
521 IPIIL3 MNP HHILY 1IHLY DF VL 1DID DND N . MIP NEN MNEH 3PO3 DD 3PS5 HYEN ,NEN 3pO3
230> HYE YHYHT IEDI ... SHIC 1T D DNPD DL HIL M NHY 1HD HINIZ 1INHE TV IPPEI 730 37D DD PP
NES3 DD 15 DD 5553 IF ML SDY ... INDD PPID 3POD ML HY 2D NEL 1D I SD 305D MPES 17 5P OND
o DIDNTI DHDED) NHID 3D - "DNPD ML’

28 7N B PI9 DMAT NYIYN NPBN ANN
The Torah Temima understands that original script was Ktav Ivri and this changed once the Samaritans arrived in Israel.
They also adopted the Hebrew script and language, so a decision was made to change the script in order to distinguish
the Jews from the Samaritan community.

11. The idea of the Second Temple period as an aspect of exile and preparation for longer galut is a theme explored by Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky in his discussion on Chanukah.
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TPE PN PO THHI 1750 ,OPID MDD PPN GO3 LILY 1IHD VPP T3 OF WDH5M oD DH31 ML DD TH OED NII3 25.
SEH 193D 3D HID 0,7 IMHIP OIMS) 3pO 1HIIN 31D IH3 DPBN 3PD 3P DITTII NEI ,PINVS PO NED 1T5M
DLITPD DBEM NED 75 1M ,'OWPED SPE' THHD 15D 110 10IPY,]ITIIDI IOMNE WD DML IHED

YPYN PIYa NIV YN YY Y'ap9N 19
The Ramban, following his Aliya and move to Akko, discovered ancient Jewish coins inscribed with Ktav lvri. He asked
the local Samaritans to read it for him and discovered it was an ancient Shekel.

FURTHER READING

* ‘Ktav lvri, Ktav Ashuri’, R’ Tzvi Einfeld (Feldheim/Mossad HaRav).
« ‘Ktav HaTorah Ve'otioteha’ Part 1, R’ Menachem Kasher, Torah Sheleima, Vol 29 (in new editions at start of Vol 8 before Tazria).

Appendix 1 - The Symbol of Life

NN PNYIN TUNI DY I8N INYND 1Y nx pngay - 26.

03 MPY
The Cohanim in the Mishkan were anointed on their heads with the special anointing oil.

I D PN NN 27 VAN DI PHIOIND ... "I PRI NN TN 27.

Y M
Chazal explain that this was in the shape of a Greek *Chi’.

POYN D) (20 xapm ININIY X = D TPID 3 PRI DY 233 DY 10O TOIWRI DY 1DUN NN PX 11191 NN PRI T 28.
..... TN DY I PRI YN PRV TYT 102 990 W29 1IN N 1IN YN 5Y nHvinn

© D55 R P9 WIPHN M MIVN 0"
The Cohanim were anointed in the shape of an X and the kings in the shape of a crown.

MYYIN MIAYIND™ID DY DPINID) DNININD DIVIND THNYN™IY I TINN) OPYID TN DY TIN3 H2Y PN N NN 29.
A0y

1:0 INPIY

DMDNEND ©3 WIDY HE PIHY PPV 75 DPITED - DIWIND MN8N Yy DL DHEN - m (1) 30.

ov 'y
Yechezkel prophesied that a malach is commanded by God to make a mark - ‘tav’ - on the foreheads of the tzadikim. This
‘tav’ is the letter tav, which is an X in Ktav lvri!
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Appendix 2 - The Shomronim*?

* Living today in the North of the Shomron in ‘Shomronim’, near Har Beracha, and in Tel Aviv.
* Are descended from the Kutim, brought by the Assyrians into the areas of the 10 tribes after the expulsion.

PV 1Y) PINYTNIN WP DNV %2 NN PNINY MY AW ON90) NN NIYD NI D220 MYNXTIN NIN 31.
DN DN PN I IND™NN DN 'N NZYN N NN N XD DY ONIY NZNNA N

N9-19:% 099N
* Do not have all the books of Tanach, only Chumash (with slight amendments) and a version of the book of Joshua®3.
* Do not have Torah Shebe’al Peh (although interpret in their own way) and made some changes to the text of the Torah SheBichtav, in
particular the switch of Har Gerizim for Har Eval in Devarim 27:4.

SN DONMNA DNANOY .0V DIMNINYY DNOIN NI DINNN DN DM MDY MIPN) - NYNY 12 NYON I DN 32.
MDN NI IIN) Y NP PYNT DX MY NP0 PYNT ONX PRY NOX DIV XINY T NI DOV 10 MON
DOV IND NN DN OINDN QX DIV 19N MIND NI ONIN DN .M ONDN 1OND IR NN

3 199N ¥ P9 HVID NION (NIVN) MOWIP NININ

 Celebrate Pesach with the sacrifice of a lamb on Har Gerizim.
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The 10 Commandments from the 1956 Movie!* Belshazzar’s Feast, Rembrandt (c. 1635)5

12. See also http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/13059-samaritans#429 and http://www.yeshiva.co/midrash/shiur.asp?id=2567

13. This actually dates from the Medieval period and is more of a midrashic work.

14. See if you can work out which commandment was left out entirely. See also https://propstoreauction.com/lot-details/index/catalog/386/lot/ 126510 where the tablets were
auctioned for around $80,000.

15. The Hebrew writing was painted after Rembrandt consulted with his friend in Amsterdam, R. Menasseh ben Israel. The last Hebrew character was mistakenly painted as a zayin
instead of a final nun - see
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/249565604_An_Error_in_the_Menetekel_Inscription_in_Rembrandt's_Belshazzar's_Feast_in_the_National_Gallery_in_London
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Samaritan Bible in Samaritan Script
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Inscription found in Ketef Chinom ¢. 600 BCE
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Dead Sea Scrolls Tehillim 119:60-64 in Ktav Ashuri, with Shem Y-H-V-H in Ktav lvri

To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com



