
Two months of harvest
Two months of sowing
Two months of late planting
The month of reaping flax
The month of reaping barley
The month of reaping and
measuring
Two months of (vine-)tending
The month of summer(-fruit).
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   c b a `d e q p n k l i h f g r tz y x w v 1

                  

       Gezer Calendar - 1000 BCE

fegxi tq`egxi
ywlegxi rx
zytcvrgxi

nxryxvwgxi
lkexvwgxi

xnfegxi
   vwgxi[d] ia`

1.  Note the changes in the order of some letters.  The Abecedary dates to around 1050 BCE.
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                                                    Yehud coinage from the Second Temple Period New Israeli Shekel with the Yehud inscription

A] THE TALMUDIC SOURCES - 3 OPINIONS

1.] xn``cqg ax) [(`xhef xn `nizi`e `awer xndpzipe dxfg ,ycewd oeyle ixar azka l`xyil dxez dpzip dlgza :
zixar azk zeheicdl egipde ,ycewd oeyle zixey` azk l`xyil odl exxia .inx` oeyle zixey` azka `xfr inia mdl

 xn` ?zixar azk i`n .i`zek :`cqg ax xn` - ?zeheicd o`n .inx` oeyle`cqg ax,`ipz .d`peail azk :iqei iax :xne` 
 ..... .dyn encw `lnli` ,l`xyil eci lr dxez ozpizy `xfr did ie`xeci lr dpzyp ,eci lr dxez dpzip `ly it lr s`e

azkd xn`py . (f:c `xfr)  zi ¦nẍ £̀ mB̈ §x ªz §nE zi ¦nẍ £̀ aEzM̈ oë §Y §W ¦P ©d az̈ §kE aizke (g:d l`ipc) `xyte ` ¥x §w ¦n§l `äz̈ §M oi¦l£dk̈Î`l̈ §e
.`M̈§l ©n§l dr̈c̈Ÿed§l D ¥x §W ¦tE aizke (i:fi mixac) .z Ÿ̀G ©d dẍŸeY ©d d¥p §W ¦nÎz ¤̀ ... a ©zk̈ §e- zixey` `xwp dnl .zepzydl ie`xd azk 

.xey`n mdnr dlry
:`k oixcdpq

The Gemara brings 3 opinions on the origins of the Hebrew script.  The first is that of Mar Zutra and Mar Ukva who
understand that the original script was Ktav Ivri.  They bring a Tanaitic proof from R. Yosei that Ezra was responsible
for changing the script to Ktav Ashuri, so named because it comes from Assyria - Ashur. 

2. ixar azk -   .xdpd xar ipa lyd`peail - .zefefne zerinwa oiazeky oze` oirk ,zelecb zeize`
oeezypd azke -  azky j`ln ici lr dpzypy dpeyn azk einia oiazek eidy ,aizk `xfra `xw i`de ,dpzypy azk`pn `pn

oiqxte lwz xne`e .inx` oeyle inx`c azk l`ipc inia `xwinl `azk oildk `lazky azk zexwl oileki eid `l e`hgy oeikc 
.meid eze`a azk eze` mdl dpzyp dpin rny .daxd micedi my eide ,xvyla inia j`lnd

dxezd dpyn z` - azke `xfr `ae ,l`ipc inia mdl ozpy zixey`l ixar on zepzydl cizr einiay azky epiax dyn epl fnx
.zixey` azka dxezd z` ea

my i"yx

3. ,`ipziax.... mdl exifgd - oda exfgy oeik ,urexl odl jtdp - e`hgy oeik ,l`xyil dxez dpzip df azka dlgza :xne` 
.azka zxye`ny - zixey` dny `xwp dnl

.ak oixcdpq
The second opinion is that of Rebbi - the Tana R. Yehuda HaNasi.  He rules that the original script was Ktav Ashuri.  Its
use was discontinued ‘because the Jews sinned’ and the script changed to Ktav Ivri.  When they ‘returned’, the original
script was restored. The name Ktav Ashuri is NOT from ‘Assyria’, but rather means a beautified (calligraphic) script.

4.l`xyil dxez dpzp df azka - dnle ,dyn inia?`xwnl `azk oildk `l  e`hgy oeikcmdl jtdp dxezd z` efae oey`x ziaa 
 oeyl - urexlaie` urxz (eh zeny).edegkyy - 

my i"yx

5.meyn xn`y `hxt oa xfril` iax meyn xne` xfrl` oa oerny iaxircend xfrl` iax  :xwir lk dpzyp `l df azk,
 xn`py (i:fk zeny) .mi ¦c ªO ©rd̈ i ¥eë  xne`e .epzyp `l miee s` - epzyp `l micenr dn(h:g xzq`).mp̈ŸeW§l ¦k §e mäz̈ §k ¦M mi ¦cEd §I ©dÎl ¤̀ §e 

dpzyp `l mazk s` - dpzyp `l mpeyl dn
.ak oixcdpq

The third opinion is R. Elazar HaModai.  He rules that the original script was Ktav Ashuri and that never changed. 

6. - micenrd ieeze`lwpe` lke ,jqnde xvgd irlw ze`lel oiagez mday micenra merawe ,zelwpe` oink oieyrd sqk zeczi
.eply oebk oieed oiieyr dyn inia `nl` ,oieel oinec

my i"yx
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There are various Midrashim which imply different positions on the issue of the original script.

7..... zeize`l mixzk xyewe ayeiy d"awdl e`vn ,mexnl dyn dlry drya :ax xn` dcedi ax xn`
:hk zegpn

When Moshe went on high he saw God tying2 crowns on the letters.  Only the Ktav Ashuri letters have crowns!

8. .oicner eid qpa zegelay j"nqe m"n :`cqg ax xn`
.cw zay

A famous Bavli in Shabbat relates in the name of Rav Chisda3 that the letters on the luchot were carved through and
readable from both sides.  As such, the mem and the samech were held up miraculously since they are hollow and the
middle piece of the letter had nothing to connect to. This clearly assumes that the writing on the luchot was Ktav Ashuri.
 

9..miqip dyrn j"nq dxezd dpzip ixey` xn`c o`n .miqip dyrn o"ir dxezd dpzip urxl xn`c o`n iel iax xn`
 h dkld ` wxt dlibn zkqn (`plie) inlyexi cenlz

However, the parallel midrash in the Yerushalmi gives voice to the other opinion that the writing on the luchot4 was in
Ktav Ivri!  On that basis, the miraculous letter was the ayin, which is hollow in Ktav Ivri.5
 

10. :aizkde ?`xaqze .mexn` mitev j"tvpn :`a` xa `iig iax `nizi`e dinxi iax xn`e- zevnd dl`i`yx `iap oi`y
.mecqie exfge megky `l` .... !dzrn xac ycgl 

:a dlibn
Another midrash relates that the final letters were originally given to the Jewish people, then ‘forgotten’ and ultimately
restored.  That seems to closely track the opinion of Rebbi - that the original script was Ktav Ashuri, which was lost and
subsequently restored.

  

B] THE RISHONIM - 3 APPROACHES

B1] THE SCRIPT NEVER CHANGED

11.`xfr ici lr dpzyp azkdy 'n`c iqei 'xc zg` .zewelg yly da ep`vne ii`pza `niw `dc `awer xnk `zklid e`le ....
 .`xfra dxn`py dilr eixacl di`x `iade .xey`n odnr dlry 'n`we ixey` azkl!ynn da oi`edlr yxetn ixdy 

 .zinx` aezk oezypd azke cere .laan!ynn da oi`edwelgde .iqei 'xk dkld oi`e ...... .xne` `ed oezypd eze` lry 
ozipy `ed df azk iax ixacle .dyn ici lr mizek icia yiye xey`n dlr df azk iqei 'x ixacl `vnpy ..... iaxc diipyd
azk dpzyp ik ezenk dkld oi`y `l` dyn ici lr ozip df azky 'xk dklde .ixar azk `ed mizek ici[aye] dyn ici lr

 .l`xyia dxezdxfrl` oa oerny 'xk dkld `l`ax `ed ircend xfrl` 'x ik zg` !mlern dpzyp `l df azk ... xn`y 
...... oicner eid qpa zegely jnqe mn opixn`wc mixg` zenewnn riizqn `wc cere .... .eicinlz icinlzk oleke eli` lkl

gpy oniq iakxd - mipe`bd zeaeyz
The Geonim strongly reject the position of R. Yosei.  The position of Rebbi is partially accepted.  Full endorsement is
only give to the third position above - that the Hebrew script was ALWAYS Ktav Ashuri and never changed.

12.j"nqe m"n opixn`ck ipiqa dynl ozip df azky jk l"iiw `l` iqei 'xk `le ,i`pzk `niiw `dc .`awer xnk dkld oi`e
dpzyp `l df azk xn`c ircend xfrl` 'xk `l` dpzypy ezenk dkld oi`e .micenrd iee oke ,oicner eid qpa zegelay
l"iiwe ircend xfrl` 'xk dkld oke .ax icda cinlzk `zkld zile `ed ax ipd iabl ircend xfrl` 'xc .mlern xwir lk

.xwir lk dpzyp `l df azk ik enyn exn`y ircend xfrl` 'xk
 .ak oixcdpq l`ppg epiax

This is also ruled by the early Rishon, Rabbeinu Chananel.  He explains that since the first opinion was held by Amoraim
- Mar Ukva and Mar Zutra - it is therefore overruled by the other opinions held by Tannaim. As between them, R’ Elazar
HaModai is the senior figure and teacher of Rebbi so the halacha is like him.  The script never changed! 

2. This clearly needs to be understood in a non-literal Midrashic sense, which is not the object of this shiur.  For our purposes, the nature of the mashal assumes that the original script
was Ktav Ashuri.

3. Note that Rav Chisda is the opinion in Sanhedrin that said the original script was Ktav Ivri, and here he indicates that the luchot were in Ktav Ashuri.  The view of the Ritva (below)
could resolve this apparent contradiction. 

4. Which luchot - first or second - will be discussed below!
5. See the Radvaz below who distinguishes between the first and second luchot.
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B2] THE SCRIPT DID CHANGE BUT THE LUCHOT WERE IN KTAV ASHURI

13. - ixar azkeixey` azk `ed dxezd z` ea oiazek ep`y df azke .dxezd z` mipexnyd ea oiazeky dfd azkd `ede xar azk
 xec¦de dlecb oipr ixey` `xwpe .dxezd z` dlrzi azk eae.zŸe ®pÄ i¦pE ­x §X ¦̀ i¬¦M i¾¦x §W ῭ §A,azkay xye`n `edy 'ixey`' mxn` `ede 

,ezaizk htyna dzxagl zxagzn ze` oi`e ,zenec eizeze` oi`y iptn llk zewtq ea erx`i `le zetlgzn eizeze` oi`y itl
azkd ipin x`y ok oi`e.

 d dpyn c wxt mici zkqn m"anxl dpynd yexit
The Rambam understands that the original script given by God was in Ktav Ashuri, as was the original Torah.6 

14.eidie xey` ipa ly azk dxezd zeceqi zekld ly milz ilz epnn uewe uew lka yiy xye`nd dfd azkd didiy lecb dniz dfe
 ?j"nqe m"na did qp dn ixar azka cere ?!ixar azkn zegeldazk `ed zixey` `xwpd azkd dfy wtq oi` i`ce la`

ycw `xwp jk my lre zegelay ycwdrcep xak ycwd oeyl la` ,zegela `l` `edd azkd d`xp `l mlerne .ycwd oeyl oke ,
minid oze`a `edd azkd zyecwe znez jezn k"tr`e .eiyecwe ei`iap mr xacn myd eae dxez ozn mcew l`xyi ipae zea`l

ixar azka eze` oiazek eid `l` envrl cg`e cg` lk e` jlnd azeky mixtqa elit` eze` oiazek eid `loex`d fpbpyky edfe .
 df azk xey` ipa ercie xey`l elbyke .j"tvpn zeize`l megkymdl edelhpycwd ixtqn mdl rcepy okl mcew mlv` didy e` ,

mdl ozip `xfr iniae .xey`n dlry edfe jli`e myn mdnr ea elbxed l`xyi ipae eze` ecnge mdl didy e` .mdly azk caln
 aizkcn opiwiiccke miaezk x`ye z"q aezkloë §Y §W¦P ©d az̈§kEazkd z` `xfr dpiyy dna oi` df itle .xexae oekp l"p dfe ...... 

.zixad zegela epl ozipe reci did xak dfd azkd ixdy ,dxezd lr yecg mey ycwd azka dxez ixtq aezkl
 :a dlibn `"ahixd iyecig

The Ritva understands that EVERY opinion in the Gemara agrees that the luchot were given in Ktav Ashuri, which has all
the mystical depths of the Hebrew alphabet!  However, this was reserved for the luchot only.  Sifrei Torah, from the very
start, even that of the king, were written in Ktav Ivri.  Once the aron and the luchot were hidden, the people lost the
connection with Ktav Ashuri.  Once they arrived in Ashur they Jews were reconnected with this script, either from the
Assyrians or from their own ancient traditions.  In the time of Ezra they began to write all sifrei kodesh in Ktav Ashuri.

15.`edy jk `xwpy ixey` azk mdl zeidl dbxcnd l` eribd `l dlgzn jkle .mc`l `edy oeyld on oeilr xzei `ed azkd ik cere
eci lr dxezd dpzipe dyn enicwdy wx eci lr dxezd ozpzy ie`x didy `xfr ici lr df l` eribd seqale .zeize`a xye`n
mdl didy z`fd dpeilrd dlrnl l`xyi eribd ji` wenr blten xac `ede .azkd zbxcnl l`xyi eribd eci lre ,jenqack
mkezn elr xy`ke .mdnr mixacn mkeza l`xyi eidy dna inx` mdly oeyld did mewn lkne .`xfr ici lr xye`nd azkd
ila ixnbl xcqk `ed lkdy c`n c`n mix`ean mixacd ixd .ycewd oeyle ixey` azk `edy mdl ie`x `edy azkd mdl did

.....  .`xfr ici lr dfd iepyd didy dn c`n miwenr el`d mixacde zeidl ie`xe iepy
`ed jexa yecwd azk la` .... l`xyi ly azka `l` ewlgp `l ik epxn` xaky zixey` azk `ed zegelay azkd lkd ixac itle

 xn`py zegeld azky'ebe zegeld lr izazke .gaeyn azka azkd didy wtq oi`eid `ly j`lnd azky azk ok mb did oky 
azka wx ibilt `le .xye`nd azk did zegeld `ed jexa yecwd ea azky dfd azkd i`cea jkle ixey` azk ezexwl mileki
.wtq oi` dfae xye`nd azka azkpy wtq oi` `ed jexa yecwd azky azk la` ,ixar azkd didiy ie`x did m` l`xyi eazky

cq wxt l`xyi zx`tz l'xdn
The Maharal understands that the luchot were in Ktav Ashuri and that ALL opinions in the Gemara agree on this.
However, since the people were not yet on the right spiritual level, they used Ktav Ivri until the time of Ezra.

16. md micen dxezd dpzip ixar azka exn`y eixg` mikynpde iqei 'x zrc itl ... zegeldymipey`xdzixey` azka miaezk eid 
zegelde xdd on dyn cxiyke  .miycw ycw did oeylde oey`xd azknde zegeld dyrn ik .zetetke zenewr mdifnxe oixeiva

 .... .exaype dnyp `la sebk zegeld ex`ype ozeliv` mewnl exfge ozyecw aexn zeize`d egxt zelegne lbrd z` `xie eciak"g`
dyecw ea oi`y ixar azk `edy oixikn md eidy oeyla zeipyd zegeld z` azkeca`y mdl did urxe dxf dcear ecary itl .... 

 aizkc epiide .ycewd azkd eze` - eid xy` mixacd z` zegeld lr izazke la` eid xy` mixacd rnynenvra azkd `ledfe .
 mipey`xd zegela azky midl` azkn azkndeaizk zeipyd zegelae ynn midl` azkn `ed .'eke dl`d mixacd z` jl aezk 

zegeld la` dt lr dlebq icigil eze` xqne eizexeve eizeceq rceie zegela eze` d`xy dfd azkd z` xikn did d"rxne
 ixar azka did lkd zefefne oilitze oex`a oezpd z"qe

anz oniq b wlg f"acx z"ey
The position of the Radvaz is that the FIRST luchot were given in Ktav Ashuri.  However, once the people worshiped the
Golden Calf, they dropped in kedusha and lost this script. The second luchot and all subsequent writings were in Ktav
Ivri, with the original script passed down in a mesora from Moshe7, until eventually restored by Ezra.

6. This could be the second or third positions in the Gemara above.
7. R. Reuven Margoliot suggests that the Torah scroll found by Hilkiah (Melachim 2:22:8) was the original Torah of Moshe written in Ashuri. Hence few people could read it. (Hamikra
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B3] THE ORIGINAL SCRIPT WAS KTAV IVRI
 

17.ixey` azk mdl exgae ixar azk egipdy - cg`d .mixac ipya df eyre zipyd dle`bl xkf zeyrl e`x laan elr xy`ke
mdnr dlry zixey` eny `xwp dnl - oixcdpq zkqnc `ztqeza l"f epizeax exn` oke .myn el`bpe xey` l` elby xkf
cere .melk minkg ixac mewna cigi `edy iax ixac oi`y `ed reci .....'eke l`xyil dxez dpzp df azka xne` iax ,xey`n
dlgza `awer xn xn` `cqg ax xn` my exn` jky ,minkg ixac mi`xen`d eyxit lecb odk wxt oixcdpq `xnbac

.... ycwd oeyle ixey` azk mdl exxia `xfr inia dlebd ipa elry oeik .ycwd oeyle ixar azka l`xyil dxez dpzp
 fh wxt b xn`n mixwird xtq

The Sefer HaIkarim has a very different reading.  He understands that the luchot were given in Ktav Ivri.  He
understands this to be the view of R. Yosei8 and brings support9 from the Tosefta that this actually a majority position.10

The change to an Assyrian script was one of the changes made as a reminder of the redemption from Bavel!

18.`ede ,zipyd dle`bl xkf xg` xac eyr oke .zipyd dle`bl xkf ezvw e` azkd lk epyy epazky dnn x`azi mewn lkne
edfe miycgl xg` oipn zepnl exfge .mixvn z`ivil xkf zepnl oilibx eidy enk oqipn miycgd oipn zepyln egipdy
enk eilqk oeygxn ixyz mzenya miycgd oipen eidy xnelk .xey`n mdnr elr miycgd zeny l"f epizeax exn`y

 xey`a mze` oipen eidyzipyd dle`bl xkf  .`a zyxta l"f o"anxd azk oke .dlgza xy`k iriax iyily ipy `le 
 epiad md ik dfn d`xpeiipnf did miycgd oipn ieevyzipy elby xg` la` .`idd dle`bd cinzzy cer lk xnel dvex ,

 dinxi ici lr eehvpe myn el`bpeÁdl̈¡r ¤d x´¤W£̀ 'ÀdÎi ©gÎm ¦̀  í ¦M :m ¦i «̈x §v ¦n u¤x¬¤̀ ¥n l­¥̀ẍ §U ¦i i¬¥p §AÎz ¤̀ d²̈l¡r ¤d x¯¤W£̀ ' ½dÎi ©g ÆcŸer Ex §n` ³ŸiÎ Ÿ̀ l §e
 dp̈Ÿe ½tv̈ u¤x´¤̀ ¥n Æl ¥̀ẍ §U ¦i zi³¥A r ©x̧ ¤fÎz ¤̀ `i¹¦a ¥d x ¤̧W£̀ ©e 'ebe(g-f:bk edinxi)exfge mixvn z`ivil xkf didy oey`xd oipnd gipdl e`x ,

ieevy epiad ik ,zipyd dle`bl xkf xey`n mdnr elry miycgd zeny exi`yde .mlerd zepyl ixyzn xg` oipn zepnl
.onf ea xkfp `ly it lr s` igvp ieev `le iipnf did oqipn miycgd oipn

my
The second major change that Ezra made as a reminder of the redemption was to abandon the Torah numbering of the
months and adopt the non-Jewish idolatrous names.  How could Ezra contradict the Torah mitzva to number the months
from Nissan!?  The Ikarim understands that Ezra saw this as a temporary mitzva which applied only during while the
original first redemption from Egypt was in place.  It fell away after Galut Bavel!    

19. ...dlgzny azkd dpzypy enk ,dlha didz dxezd on zg` devny xyt`y dfn gikedl dvxe df xaca jix`dy mixwrd lra
 .zixey` azkl dpzyp seqale ixar azkd did i`ad ixac df xacdf xeac lr dxtk `ed jixvedf enk xf xeac iz`vn `le !

.l`xyi elb `ly onf lk dn onfl wx devnd did `l dlgzn ik xn`p wx .dliha dxezd zevn `dzy xn`iy
cq wxt l`xyi zx`tz l'xdn

The Maharal is outraged by the suggestion that the mitzva had a limited time-frame and ceased to apply.  He insists that
R. Yosef Albo - author of Sefer HaIkarim - requires a kapara for even suggesting such a thing!

20.

              

             
:a dlibn awri oir lr 'azekd' yexit

Others are horrified by the suggestion that the original script which God used for the luchot was Ktav Ivri. The
implications of such a position for the kabbalistic perspective on the aleph bet are enormous. 

Vehamesorah, “Ketav Ashuri.”)
8. Unlike the opinions seen in B2 who understood that even R. Yosei agreed that Ktav Ashuri with its mystical resonance must have come first.
9. He also regards the fact that the Amoraim quote this opinion as a strength. This is exactly the opposite to R. Chananel who saw it as weakness!
10. He explains that the midrashim which suggest that the luchot were in Ktav Ashuri are going in accordance with the minority position of Rebbi, which we do not follow.
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21.inlyexia la` .ok xnel evxy mixagn dnk e`vnp ezlef mb ,zixey` azk cinz did z"qay iav ixn` extqn k"yne
 ,mixac ly ohyt d"ke  .z"qa e"we ,ixar azk did zegela mby epiide ,cner did qpa o"iirdy ...xacd yxetn dlibn're]

 [cq 't l"xdn l`xyi zx`tz f"acx dfa wgcpy `l`(a"nz 'iq b"g) ,awri oirde eheyt icin `vei xacd oi` n"ne.
 hq oniq (l`xyi ux` ipiipr) odk htyn z"ey

Rav Kook understands the opposition to the position of the Ikarim but points out that the simple reading of the Gemara is
like his opinion, and there is also support from the Yerushalmi.

22.drted ilrae mi`iap eid mdny ,l`xyi itl` iy`xl dietv dzidy dxevda dxezd zcearn srzqn xac did azkd iepiy
ick gk zqipk ly mini wx zn`a eidy ,ipy zia ini dipyd ezgepn inia l`xyi lrti xy` z` ,ycewd gexa zidl`
`l minrd ygia dxezd i"r l`xyi zlert .zelbd laq - k"g` `eal jixv didy jex`de lecbd `ynd z`xwl xf`zdl

 .l`xyi ziaa dnipt did dxezd ceak lk .oey`xd ziad ini lka zxkip dzidxyt` did `l ixard stelnde dywd azkd
evx`a gha okey mr l`xyi zeida wx dzxdha dxezd z` xenyl elixiga mileki eid f` .ilk l` ilkn wxed `le 

mi`ay miyeayn zirahd dxinyd dze` .zerh lkn dxneyle ddibdl dxezd azkl xnynd lr cenrl mielde mipdkd
mr did `l dxez ly dped lk dlilg ca`l onfd jynda elkeiy zeirh mxeb `edy zxg` ze`l ze` iencn azk i"r
zexecd inkge b"dpk iyp` e`ay mxh ,oey`x ziaa f` dzxiny jxc i"tr dxezdy zexedl df xac dide ,ixard azkd
ciri xy`k ,`xep xefte zelb lehlh eilr lhed `ly ,evx`a ayei mra wx xnydl die`x dzid ,dxezl mipf`e biq eyre

 `edy ,azkd f"rzepzydl lelry azkdlilg elr xak f` ,z`fd dne`d zelba mb l`xyia bdep dfd azkd did `ele .
cnrnl mixacd e`ay cr ,mipey mixteqn mzxeva zeize`d ly mitelgd i"r dlek dxezd ipt z` eqke miax mipeynw
zcnr xval elgd ,zelb dixg` oi`y dle`b dzid `ly epnr ilecb erciy ipy zia ini ziy`xa k"r   .c`n dpeyne jaeqn
ziy`x didze .eplzk xg` f` cnerd lidand zelba mb xnydl dleki didzy 'c zxez cnrn i"r zipgexd dne`d

 ,dne`l fkxn lk oca`a mb ,dxezl dxinyd ly dyrndxxeane xye`nd ixey` azkl stelnd ixar azkn iepiya
zexexad eizeize`aixney mielde mipdkd ly fkxnd qt`a mb ,zenec zeize` ly miyeayn dpekp dxinyd didz eay ,

..... l`xyi mr zelba dcna `id mb z`vl dpekp dxezd dzid ixey`d azka .zekln fr mb dxezd
di` oirl dncwd - wew odkd .i .` ax

Rav Kook understands that the original script was Ktav Ivri and this was changed at the beginning of the Second Temple
period as a preparation for the long galut that they knew would be coming soon.11  The original script required much
more care in copying and was easily prone to errors.  Only the Cohanim rooted in the Land of Israel could be trusted to
transmit Ktav Ivri properly.  Thus the script was changed to protect against losses during the galut.

23.owfa xrpd adxi `le ,qilewxnl oa` wxefk didie ie`x epi`y in cnli `l ornl - ixar azka daezk dxezd did df iptne
dxez ixwr mz`n gkyde minra l`xyi xeft itl epnfa d`x `xfr mpn` .jenk dnkgd ixzq rceie d`exd ikp` mb :xn`l
lkl oaen oeyla dazkl ze`p xzei ,dxi`nd `ixlwtq`a mi`exd elhae oefgd mzqpe [minid ixacae dingpa ep`vn xy`k]

 - zrcl dvexd dP̈ ®ŸxŸ uEǵ©A zŸen§k †g̈.(k:` ilyn)cr dhytzp zn`a xy`k] ux`a zrcd aigxdl dze`pd dxhnd l` ribdl ahene 
 .mkxv lk eyniy `ly micinlzn recik ipy ziaa dfn ribd xak xy` ribnd wfidd leaqle [recik ipy zia onfa dxezd ce`n

 h:`l mixac dnkg jyn
The Meshech Chochma has a fascinating thesis.  Ktav Ivri was much more esoteric, partly in order to avoid unworthy
students from gaining access to the secrets of Torah.  But once prophecy ceased in the Second Temple period, a decision
was made to open up access to Torah to a much wider group, even at the risk of encouraging unworthy students.  This
was successful, as evidenced by the massive spread of Torah in that period, but there were also unworthy students!

24. (av .... ik `ed xe`adeixar azka dxezd dazkp dlgza.... dxezd dxn`p day oeyld ycewd oeyle .... zxt xdp xara eazky 
l`xyi ecg`zi zepeyld zecg` ici lry yyg `xfr `ayke .df oeyle azk md mb [mizekd md] mipexnyd elaw `xfr onfl aexwe
f"nf mlicadl lczyd okl .i"dca rcepk seifl miceyg eid md xy`k epizxez siifl elczyi mde mdn ecnli l`xyie ,mizekd mr
lke ozxdha dxezde l`xyi ex`yp df i"ry oeiqpd dxed jke .'eke inx` oeyle ixey` azka dxezd aezkl `ivnde ,oeyle azka
dpzp `ly i"tr`c eyxite .... l`xyil eci lr dxezd ozpzy `xfr did ie`x o`k `xnba exn`y cr ezrya cakp xacd did jk
oeyla dxezd epl dfnx llka df iepiy lre .... dxezd zpizpl azkd iepiy oipr l"fg eeyy ixd ,eci lr azkd dpzyp eci lr dxez

 .... yxtncke zepzydl ie`xd azk - 'dxezd dpyn'
 av dxrd fi wxt mixac zexrd dninz dxez

The Torah Temima understands that original script was Ktav Ivri and this changed once the Samaritans arrived in Israel.
They also adopted the Hebrew script and language, so a decision was made to change the script in order to distinguish
the Jews from the Samaritan community.

11. The idea of the Second Temple period as an aspect of exile and preparation for longer galut is a theme explored by Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky in his discussion on Chanukah.    
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25.cwy lwn oirk cg`d ecvn ,mzeg igezt gzetn sqk rahn ux`d ipwf cia my iz`vne dkrl iz`ae izikfy dk cr myd ipkxa
 ,cin ede`xwe miizekl azkd e`xde .ahid x`a gzetn azk aiaq miccvd ipyae ,zigelv oirk ipyd ecvnexy` ixar azk `ed ik

miizekl x`yp 'dyecwd milyexi' ipyd cvd one ,'milwyd lwy' cg`d cvd on e`xwe ,oixcdpqa xkfeny enk 
lwyd oipra dxrd yneg lr o"anxd 'it

The Ramban, following his Aliya and move to Akko, discovered ancient Jewish coins inscribed with Ktav Ivri.  He asked
the local Samaritans to read it for him and discovered it was an ancient Shekel.  

FURTHER READING

• ‘Ktav Ivri, Ktav Ashuri’, R’ Tzvi Einfeld (Feldheim/Mossad HaRav).
• ‘Ktav HaTorah Ve’otioteha’ Part 1, R’ Menachem Kasher, Torah Sheleima, Vol 29 (in new editions at start of Vol 8 before Tazria).

Appendix 1 - The Symbol of Life

26..FzŸ̀  Ÿ §g ©Wn̈E FW Ÿ̀x l ©r Ÿ §w ©vï §e dg̈ §W ¦O ©d o ¤n ¤W z ¤̀  Ÿ §g ©wl̈ §e
:hk zeny

 The Cohanim in the Mishkan  were anointed on their heads with the special anointing oil.

27..ipeei ik oink :`pdk ax xn` ?ik oink i`n .... 'ik' oink ?ogyen cvik
 .dr zegpn

Chazal explain that this was in the shape of a Greek ‘Chi’.

28. - dfk zipeei ik oink eipir iab lr epnn jqe ey`x lr onyd z` wv  ?odkd z` oigyen cvikXxn`py (ai:g `xwie )o ¤n´¤X ¦n Æ wŸ v ¦I ©e 
 . «W §C ©w§l Ÿe ­zŸ ` g¬©W §n ¦I ©e o ®Ÿx£d ©̀ W` ´Ÿx l­©r d ½̈g §W ¦O ©d..... ey`x lr xfp oink oze` oigyen cec zia iklne

 h dkld ` wxt ycwnd ilk zekld m"anx
 The Cohanim were anointed in the shape of an X and the kings in the shape of a crown.

29.zŸeU£r©P ©d zŸea¥rŸeY ©dÎlM̈ l ©r mi ¦wp̈¡̀ ¤P ©d §e mi ¦gp̈¡̀ ¤P ©d mi ¦Wp̈£̀d̈ zŸeg §v ¦nÎl ©r eŸ z̈i ¦e §z ¦d §e m¦̈lẄEx§i KŸez §A xi ¦rd̈ KŸez §A xŸa£r eïl ¥̀  'd x ¤n Ÿ̀I ©e
 .Dk̈Ÿez §A

c:h l`wfgi

30. (c)ez ziezde - myex znyxe  :miyp`d zegvn lr - mizigynd ma erbti `ly ze`l zeidl ick miwicvd.
my i"yx

Yechezkel prophesied that a malach is commanded by God to make a mark - ‘tav’ - on the foreheads of the tzadikim. This
‘tav’ is the letter tav, which is an X in Ktav Ivri! 
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Appendix 2 - The Shomronim12

• Living today in the North of the Shomron in ‘Shomronim’, near Har Beracha, and in Tel Aviv.
• Are descended from the Kutim, brought by the Assyrians into the areas of the 10 tribes after the expulsion.

31.:d̈i ¤xr̈ §A Ea §W¥I©e oŸex §nŸWÎz ¤̀  EW §x¦I ©e l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i i¥p §A z ©g ©Y oŸex §nŸW i ¥xr̈ §A a ¤WŸI ©e m¦i ©e §x ©t §qE zn̈£g ¥nE `Ë ©r ¥nE dz̈EM ¦nE l ¤aÄ ¦n xEX ©̀ ÎK¤l ¤n `¥aÏ ©e
 .m ¤dÄ mi ¦b §xŸd Ei §d¦I ©e zŸeiẍ£̀d̈Îz ¤̀  m ¤dÄ 'd g©N ©W§i ©e 'dÎz ¤̀  E` §xï Ÿ̀l mẄ mŸ §a ¦W z©N ¦g §z ¦A i ¦d§i ©e

 dk-ck:fi mikln 
• Do not have all the books of Tanach, only Chumash (with slight amendments) and a version of the book of Joshua13.
• Do not have Torah Shebe’al Peh (although interpret in their own way) and made some changes to the text of the Torah SheBichtav, in
particular the switch of Har Gerizim for Har Eval in Devarim 27:4.

32.lv` mkzxeza mzazky .melk mkinvrl mzlred `le mkzxez mztiif mizek ixteql izinp - oerny 'xa xfrl` 'x xn`
ipel` o`k xn`p .dey dxifbl oiyxec ep`e dey dxifbl oiyxec mz` oi`y `l` mky `edy reci `lde .'mky' dxen ipel`

 .mky o`k xen`d dxen ipel` s` mky oldl xen`d dxen ipel` dn .dxen ipel` oldl xn`pe dxen
 b dkld f wxt dheq zkqn (`plie) inlyexi cenlz

• Celebrate Pesach with the sacrifice of a lamb on Har Gerizim.
            

 

        The 10 Commandments from the 1956 Movie14 Belshazzar’s Feast, Rembrandt (c. 1635)15

12.  See also http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/13059-samaritans#429 and http://www.yeshiva.co/midrash/shiur.asp?id=2567
13.  This actually dates from the Medieval period and is more of a midrashic work. 
14. See if you can work out which commandment was left out entirely. See also https://propstoreauction.com/lot-details/index/catalog/386/lot/126510 where the tablets were

auctioned for around $80,000. 
15. The Hebrew writing was painted after Rembrandt consulted with his friend in Amsterdam, R. Menasseh ben Israel.  The last Hebrew character was mistakenly painted as a zayin

instead of a final nun - see
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/249565604_An_Error_in_the_Menetekel_Inscription_in_Rembrandt's_Belshazzar's_Feast_in_the_National_Gallery_in_London
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Samaritan Bible in Samaritan Script                             

Inscription found in Ketef Chinom c. 600 BCE

Dead Sea Scrolls Tehillim 119:60-64 in Ktav Ashuri, with Shem Y-H-V-H in Ktav Ivri
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