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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN 
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

SERIES 2: 62 - ENTERING CHURCHES AND MOSQUES - PART 2
OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2023

• In Part 1 we saw three primary positions in the Rishonim on Christianity:
• The Rambam rules that Christianity is idolatrous.  This certainly applies to Catholicism and probably Trinitarian Protestantism.   
• Tosafot appear to rule that Christianity is not idolatrous for non-Jews.  However, Tosafot may be read differently and could in fact
understand that Christianity is idolatrous.
• The Meiri apparently rules that Christianity is NOT idolatrous.

• Is it ever permitted to enter into places of worship of other religions?  Does the purpose of the visit make a halachic difference?  E.g.
• For a ceremony - e.g. wedding/funeral of a co-worker. • For interfaith purposes.
• For ‘Darchei Shalom’ - e.g. community leaders at national events. • For a concert/exhibition.
• As a tour guide. • To admire architecture/art.
• For the purpose of study - music etc. • To vote if a polling station is on church property.

A] ENTERING CHURCHES - PROHIBITIVE RULINGS

A1] ABSOLUTE PROHIBITION

1.lky zrcl yi jkitle ..... da xegql oky lke ,da xecl oky lke ,dxf dcear da yiy xirl qpkidl mipt meya xzen oi`y itl ....
oi` xird ef ixd ,wtq `la dxf dcear zia `ed xy` ,mzlitz zia xnel ipevx ,dna da mdl yiy zixvepd dne`d ixrn xir

 rxd ecerii miiwl ,epgxk lra mdixra xecpy cr mdicia epxqn 'd la` .da xecl oky lke ,dpeeka da xearl xzenmy mzcare'
'oa`e ur mc` ici dyrn midl`oky lke ,ea hiadl xeq` hrnky ,envr dxf dcear zia oicl xnege lw ,xird oic `ed df m`e .
!eil` qpkidl oky lke ,eil` axwl

 c dpyn ` wxt dxf dcear zkqn m"anxl dpynd yexit
The Rambam states that, ideally, a Jew should not even enter a town with a church.  However, we are forced by exile to
do so.  It is nevertheless prohibited to enter or even come close to a Church and perhaps even prohibited to look at it!

2.i"yxt ....  .mewn eze`l zcgein jxcdy onfa eiwqra gwtl yexit .'ek myl jlil edn 'ek xzen dl dveg f"r da yiy xir 'ipz
 dcyg meyn l"ff"rl gltinl lif`c dil icygcoebk dpkq mewna 'it`e dcygl opiyiigc opixn` `xnba `dc `ed oekp mrhe .

 .zi`n izy `l i`c `in igvc!xeari l`e bxdiy f"r ixfa` llka `ide miebd oilibx oi`y mewna f"r zial qpkil xeq` df itle
 cala f"r jxevl `l` myl qpkil...

:`i dxf dcear `"ahixd iyecig
The Ritva rules that entering a place of avoda zara (or a road that only leads to there) is prohibited due to chashad
(suspicion) - since people may assume that the person is worshiping there.  He also classifies this as ‘avizreihu’
(ancillary) to idolatry and, as such, the prohibition is ‘yehareg veal ya’avor’ - one must die rather than do it!

3. `.k"r ea qpkil y"ke eze`xl hrnk epl xeq` `edy dnvr 'iakek zcear zia e"w ok `pic xird m`e .... 'ita m"anxd azk
ala` .k"r oiirn iab opixn`ck ea qpkil xeq` ytp gewit lr elit`e miax iwqr lr elit` xyt`c `"ayxd mya xehd 'k ... 

 inc `lc ,ixy zeytp zpkqac wleg o"xdcaerk d`xpc oiirnls`c cer xyt`e .cearl jledk `l` d`xp epi`y `kd k"`yn 
 .c"kr oird ze`xn meyn `l` epi`y oeik ixy i`ce dpkq `ki`c `kid oiirna

 a-` w"q hnw oniq drc dxei j"y
The Shach (17C commentary on Shulchan Aruch) quotes the wording of the Rambam as halacha and prohibits entering a
church.  The Shach also quotes the views that entering a church would be prohibited even in the event of danger to life,
but concludes that this is not the case. 
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• The prohibition is chashad1 and is presumably rabbinic2 in nature. 

4.dxn`y lew za rny `viyk .f"r xvga jld cg` icedi(h:ci ‡` mikln)  L«¤E ©b i¬¥x£g ©̀ Ÿ §k©l §W ¦d i¬¦zŸ ` §e3 eini lk dprzde.cg` yi` 
r ziaa jld".dyr oke .dprzz dpy lka mei eze`a el xn` .zeyrl dn el zexedl owfl l`ye hxgzpe f

miciqg xtq d'lz 'q
The Sefer Chasidim (13C N. Europe) brings a story of a person who went into a Church courtyard and fasted regularly
for the rest of his life!

A2] PIKUACH NEFESH?

5. .envr z` livdle miakek zcear zial gexal xzen dzin aiigzpy in
b sirq fpw c"ei r"ey

The Shulchan Aruch rules (like the Rosh) that one MAY enter a pagan temple if needed to save one’s life.
 

6. didy l`xyizeklnl aexwodiyealna yeall xzen df ixd odl dnci `ly itl i`pb el dide mdikln iptl ayil jixve 
.oiyer ody jxck eipt cbpk glble

b:`i f"r m"anx
The Rambam rules that, although there is a Torah prohibition - chukat hagoy - for a Jews to dress like a non-Jew, those
Jews who are ‘close to the government’ may do so.

 
7.iaexwl dxez xeqi` xizdl minkg cia gk did j`id ,ediilr iwl inp iwline ,ilin jpd ixiq` `ziixe`cnc oeik xn`z m`e

 .zexifbd lhal uxta micner zeklnl miaexw mil`xyi yiykc xizdl mcia gk yi l`xyi zlvd meync xnel yie ?!zeklnd
aexwy in d'c grw oniq drc dxei sqei zia

The Beit Yosef asks how the Rabbis could allow a Torah prohibition to be overridden just because someone was close to
the government!?  He answers that such people could potentially save the Jewish nation in times of crisis.

8. It is extremely important to understand what Bet Yosef claims as a matter of halachah. Of course, it is permissible to violate
almost any area of halachah in order to save those in immediate, life-threatening danger.  This much we know. But halachah
also recognizes that, sometimes, the only way to save those in danger is through a long-term prophylactic strategy. For
example, one’s long-term involvement is necessary in certain types of politics to allow a person access and influence in a
time of need. In many of the most crucial areas of politics, if one is not close all the time, it will be impossible to become
close when a need arises. Thus a Jew may join the government service and wear, despite the Torah prohibition, gentile clothes
every day, for decades, so that if a day comes when he can save G-d’s chosen people, he is already wearing the right clothes,
and is in the right place, at the right time. This conduct is mutar. The Shulchan Aruch YD 178:2 quotes this halachah directly,
and as far as I know, no one significant argues with this formulation. The Taz and the Levush limit the allowance to sins that
are not explicit in the Torah.  For example, eating treif would be excluded, but going into a church (a rabbinic prohibition)
would be acceptable under this principle. That rationale, I am sure, explains why many a chief rabbi4 has attended events in
churches (which is what Westminster Abbey is) and why Rav Shear Yashuv Cohen was sent to the funeral of the pope (which is
a Catholic Mass). These are not isolated incidences; history is replete with similar examples.

Letter to the RCA by R. Michael Broyde5, 2009 

1. The Shach uses the language ‘ma’arit haayin’ but presumably means chashad.  We saw in Part 1 that there is an important difference between these two concepts.  Chashad is a
rabbinic prohibition which applies where someone is performing a permitted act which looks to others to be prohibited, and other people will assume that they are transgressing.
Ma’arit haayin is the opposite case - where someone is performing a permitted act but which others mistake for something prohibited. Since the person is observant and others
assume that they would NOT break halacha, they mistakenly understand the prohibited action to be permitted!  A classic example is where someone uses non-dairy creamer after a
meat meal and others understand it to be milk.  Chashad would be where others assume that the person is breaking halacha and eating milk straight after meat.  Ma’arit haayin
would be where others concluded that it was permitted to eat actual milk after meat. 

2. According to the Ritva and those who rule that the prohibition is yehareg ve’al ya’avor, the prohibition appears to min haTorah.  Alternatively, they may be ruling that a rabbinic
prohibition could carry the status of yehareg ve’al ya’avor.

3. This is from the prophecy of Achiya HaShiloni to the wife of Yeravam concerning God’s rejection of her husband.  The full verse (Melachim I 14:9) reads ”And you have done worse
than all that were before you and you have gone and made for yourself foreign gods and molten images to anger Me, and you have cast Me behind your back.” 

4. There is a long history of British Chief Rabbis attending Church services on matters of State.  Rabbi Broyde quotes many  relating to Lord Jakobovitz but the same can be said of Lord
Sacks and previous incumbents  - Rabbis Adler, Brodie and Hertz - see below.

5. Hakira Journal Vol 8 p.56.
To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com



c‡qa3  rabbi@rabbimanning.com                                    bpipn mdxa` - 5783

A3] CONTEMPORARY RULINGS

9. m"ekrc dltizl jiiyd mle`a xeck wegya micli wegyl xacae m"ekrc dltizl jiiyd mle`a micli iwgynxeq` i`ce
c zexev my oi`y s`jkxc dilrn wgxd zepin ef - aizk  .(fi f"r).xzeia my mi`vnpe daxd md `d migicnde miziqnde 

sqk xzeiae xizdl oi` z"z efi`l df jixvy s`e .arezne uweyn mewn `edye myn ewgxziy miclidl cnll yi daxc`e
 . mewn dfi` ebiyi

 n oniq c wlg miig gxe` dyn zexb` z"ey
Rav Moshe Feinstein prohibits the use of Church property even where a Talmud Torah needed to rent an area for sports.
On the contrary he rules that children should be encouraged and educated to steer clear of churches wherever possible. 

10.:dl`y ?mixvep ly diiqpka xwal icedil xzen m`d 

1:daeyzyexita m"anxde ..... dxf dcear ly ziad gztl axwzdl elit` xeqi` yiy ,x`ean .... dxf dcear zkqna 
dpde .jexr oglye xehae .... y"`xd zaeyza cer d`xe .... `"ahixd iyeciga azk oke .... `"ayxd zrc oke ..... azk dpynd

 m"anxa x`ean(zexeq` zelk`n zekldn `"i wxt seq)dxf dcear ziak mziiqpk oic `linne ,md dxf dcear icaer mixvepdy ,
.mixvepd ziiqpka xwal xeq`y ce`n xexa okle ,ynn

2 miig gxe` dbda `"nxd azk ....(e"pw oniq)diqipka oi` ,ohytk mixacd m` dxe`kle .seziyd lr exdfed `l gp ipay ,
.... mcia `ed zerh ..... azk dcedia rcep z"eya mle` .xg` xace miny my mitzyn md ixdy ,dxf dcear zia oic mdly
oe`bde .dwcv lirn z"eyae ,wwegn zwlg lra m"xdn oe`bd mya mixt` xry z"eya eazk dcedia rcepd ixac oirke

 ..... seziyd lr deevn gp oa oi`y ,mhytk mixacd oiad drivwe xen xtqa u"ari

3 '` wlg oeiv oipa z"eyae(b"q oniq)zqpk zial ektedl zpn lr mixvep ly diqpkl yniyy zia zepwl xzen m` ,l`yp 
,ynn dxf dcear myl diqpka eynzyp `le ,seziyd lr eehvp `l gp ipay it lr s`y ,xeq`l aiyde .dltzle dxezl
caerl aygp eipta `ly elit` del`l lawnde 'dz` il`' dxf dcearl xne`de ,mdly lil`l da elltzd ixd mewn lkn
l`xyi iable ,seziyd lr mieevny l`xyil xacd lirei `l seziyd lr mieevn mpi` gp ipay dny cere .dxf dcear

.ynn dxf dcear icaerk miaygp

4) dlri dcedi z"eya c`q` i"xdn oe`bd lr dnz ip`e .....(r"w oniq drc dxei wlglil`y meyn ,epecipa lwdl ew dhp xy` ,
m"anxd ixaca x`ean ixdy epnn e`ltp eixace .dxf dcear aygp `l mdly (zexeq` zelk`n zekldn `"i wxt seq) zceary

.miwqetd ewqt oke .dxf dcear `id mixvepd

5'` wlg xfrl` zgpn z"eya yh`wpenn oe`bdl izi`x aeye('b ze` b"p oniq) ixac ok mb `iade ,dfa eixac lr aiydl daxdy 
.... miciqg xtqa ciqgd dcedi epiaxe  .....ynn dxf dcear `aiygc dlrde ,'eke m"anxd

6 mler zixa xtqa `"cigd oxn azke ...(d"lz oniq),mdxa`l cqg xtqd xagn ,i`lef` mdxa` iax oe`bd epwf xn mya ,
yd`nehd ly `xg` `xhqd itpka `ed ixd dxf dcear zial qpkpdeytpa ik rci `le .hrn hrn eze` mi`nhne 

qpkidl `ed xeng xeqi`y miwqetae cenlza xexa xacdy cia miig z"eya i'b`lt miig iax oe`bd wqt oke ....xacd
.mzltz ziaa

7 cec iliay xtqa oiihyxalif cec iax oe`bde ....(c"pw oniq) wqt dxez xeqi` `ed mixvep ly diiqpkl dqipk xeqi`yokle .
 dcyd ixt z"eya yhiic xfril` iax oe`bde .jk lr miebd epze` e`pyi ot ,dai` yyg yiy mewna exizdl oi`oniq 'a wlg)

('c.daky` qwhl mzltz zial eqpkpe dpicnd ixyn cg` ly oexkfd meia ecrepy micedi xeav iyp` zece` lr l`yp 
.llk exizdl mewn oi` dai` mewna elit`y ,dxf dcear ly oerd yxey ea yiy xeng xeqi` lr exary wtq oi`y aiyde
glqi z"iyde ,dxenb daeyza xefgl mdilre ,dxtk mikixvy i`ceae ,dfk lecb oer lr xearl einia dzlr jky xecl ie`e

 'g wlg icar likyi xtqa di`cd dicaer iax oe`bd wqt oke .k"r .dbbya mrd lkl ik mdl(e"n ze` 'k oniq)

8`le elyki lal ce`n xdfdle xnydl zexiiz ikixcn lre .mixvep ly zeiqpka xwal hlgda xeq`y xexa xacd :mekiqa
.... mixvepd zeiqpk l` mliaedl l`xyia mixwand micedi eliyki

 dn oniq c wlg zrc deegi z"ey
Rav Ovadia Yosef unconditionally prohibits entering a church - even where failure to do so could cause enmity towards
the Jewish community, and certainly for reasons such as parnasa (eg a tour guide) or personal interest.
• In 1948 Rav Ovadia, then acting as Deputy Chief Rabbi in Egypt, was put under pressure by the Chief Rabbi to attend a funeral of a
senior Christian diplomat.  Failure to attend could, it was argued, cause a major diplomatic incident.  He refused to go and no incident
was caused.

• Rav Ovadia permitted someone to install air conditioning to a church, but NOT if it required them to go into the church.
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11.qpkil s` xeq`y mdizeltz oiyere micaery mewn `edy mixvepd ziqpkl qpkily heyt mixvepd ziqpkl qpkil xeqi`
okly .cygd iptn wx `ed oecipde  - melk my oi`y xvg `ed - xvgd oice ... eyrp iepl wxy oireci eidy zexeva hiadl wx
mikln ly `hxcp`k `nlra iepl `wec `ed xzen iepl zexevc 'qezd eazky `d mbe .xzen xg` mewnl ea xaer jxcyk
mi`vnpd zexevd lke .... f"rd enk d`pda xeq` f"rd ziae f"rd iepl eyrp m` la` ,mizaay zepenze zerahnay zexeve

.xeq` dfy f"rd ziale f"rdl iepl eyrp ecarp `ly el` s` mlek my
 e:hkw oniq b wlg drc dxei dyn zexb` z"ey

Rav Moshe Feinstein also prohibits entry into a church.  He also rules that art in a church which is intended to beautify
the church also has a halachic status of items used for avoda zara, even if they are not worshipped.   As such it is
prohibited to gain any benefit from them.

• Rav Feinstein however permitted an architect to draw up plans for the building of a church.  

12.dl`y.mdizexvgl oke cbqn e` xfpn e` diqpkl qpkil xzen m` .
?diqpkay zepne`dn zenyxzd myl epiidc ,izepne` xewia jxevl wx ,diqpkl leiha qpkdl xzen m`d :od zel`yd ....

 ?minlv oi` ea xfpn oial diqpk oia lcad yi m`d
 daeyzxacdy l"f m"anxd ly dl`d miyecwd eixacn mixexa mixac epcnl .... l"fe n"dita m"anxd f"r azeke  .....

inin cer ipxekfe .eze`xl hrnk elit` xeq`y `l` cer `le .miakek zcear zial qpkil xeq`y `gzeka `zriak heyt
xearl xdnle myl lkzqdl `l epa mivi`n mixbeand eid mdly zwdaen diqpk ci lr xearl mikixv eidykc izephw

....  zexidnd jxcae
 .sepd lr siwydl ick xvgl qpkil xeq`y xexa .... gepl ayile xvgl qpkil xzen m` rbepae

 `v oniq ci wlg xfril` uiv z"ey
The Tzitz Eliezer wrote a teshuva about entering churches to see art etc.  He prohibits it explicitly and raises examples
from his youth in Yerushalayim when the children were quickly ushered past churches and warned not to look at them!   

13.xwir  `ed dxf dceard miwel`d ly meyibdlk ... ziqwecezxe`de zilez`wd zexvpa df xzel f`n la` .zip`wilbp`de
zeiqpkd eyhp elit` if` ... minlvl cebiqd z` zeihphqhextd aex mewn lkn .... dxf dcear dpi` alvd lr yi`d zenc

zepin`n zeihphqhextd zeiqpwd qpkidl xeq` del`l eyi z` odilr oilawny oeike q"`nd oglet zeniiwne yeliya
xzene f"r iza opi` mdly zeiqpke ,eyi ly ezedel`a mipin`n mpi` mixg` zvwne q"p`ix`hipeid wxe .mzlitz zial

enk mzlitz zrya `ly okezl qpkidl meyn ok zeyrl oi`y `l` .cbqnl qpkidl xzeny lican epi` mlerd ik cygd
.diqpkl diqpk oia

  dl:b mipa ipa z"ey
Rav Yehuda Henkin rules that it is prohibited to enter any Trinitarian church. Entering a Unitarian church is
theoretically less problematic, since they do not believe in the Trinity or in the corporeality of God. But this is still
practically prohibited due to chashad since others will not distinguish between different types of church.

• Rav Dovid Cohen prohibited attending President Reagan’s funeral.
• Rav Soloveitchik ruled that it was prohibited to watch JFK’s funeral on TV - “just as it is prohibited for a Jew to enter a church, so too
is it prohibited to bring the church into his home.”
• Senior YU poskim6 (including Rav Schachter and Rav Willig) upheld this and have ruled that it is prohibited to watch any religious
ceremony on TV (eg the papal funeral or Royal wedding).
• Kof-K have a comprehensive article with contemporary psakim (mostly prohibitive) on dealings with churches, mostly from Rav
Moshe Feinstein and from Rav Belsky.  It can be found at
 https://www.kof-k.org/articles/040308030457W-34%20Contemporary%20Avodah%20Zara%20Issues.pdf
• Included in the prohibitions listed there is a prohibition to listen to any music played in a church (even if recorded7).

B] ENTERING CHURCHES - MORE PERMISSIVE APPROACHES

• Is it ever legitimate to rely on Tosafot or the Meiri?  As we saw, the position of Tosafot is not clear and they may rule that Christianity
is indeed avoda zara, even for non-Jews.  Furthermore, the rulings of Tosafot applied to business relationships with Christians and did
NOT permit actually entering a church. 
• As for the Meiri, this has been rejected by almost all mainstream poskim.8

6. See  http://www.torahweb.org/torah/special/2005/papalFuneral.html
7. It does not specify if the music was part of a religious service or simply played at a concert in a church.
8. For a thorough analysis of the Meiri and other halachic approaches see an excellent article by J. David Bleich in Tradition Journal 44:2  p73, in particular p 79 ff.  Rabbi Bleich
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• However, there are many reports over the last 150 years of different rabbis entering churches and even attending services.9 

14. This liberal attitude towards secular culture took forms in German Orthodoxy that were inconceivable in eastern Europe. One
memoir tells of the excursions of high school students that the Orthodox Rabbi Joseph Carlebach10 (who was a bit more liberal
than the Breuer family) led to the Rhineland. “He spent a full day with the boys in the Cathedral of Cologne, expertly explaining
every detail of the statues, the glass windows, the ornaments, and the intricacies of the Catholic faith and ritual; but I was not
allowed to participate, being a Cohen who may not be under the same roof with a corpse or with tombs.”

 Footnote 25: Haim H. Cohen, “Joseph Carlebach,” YBLI 5 (1960), p. 66. Cohen continues: “I relate this episode because I
think it is significant for the portrait of the man: on the one hand the freedom from preconceived notions of the inaccessibility
of non-Jewish places of worship and non-Jewish ritual art; and on the other hand the strict and unbending adherence to the
letter of the Jewish law ...... When questioned about the manifest discrimination between the injunctions he honored11 and
injunctions he disregarded, he would readily reply that the prohibitions relating to non-Jewish places and articles of worship
applied only to heathen and not to theistic religions, and than any later extensions of the rule were prompted by the then
justified fear of conversion to Christianity… a fear that … no longer existed.” 

Frankfurt on the Hudson, Steve Lowenstern12, p. 153

15. And if one were concerned about the beauty, etc. of the churches – there is no question that the Jewish people have already
conquered the desire for avodah zara many generations ago. In particular this is true regarding Christianity, from which we
have suffered over hundreds of years – it is obvious that the vast majority of the people do not feel even a hint of an
inclination in its direction. The situation was completely different in the Middle Ages. Jews at that time were under constant
pressure from the Church to convert. Through conversion to Christianity they would have been able to escape persecution and
killings. In such a situation, it was possible to understand that Jews in those days who visited churches would have been –
even unwittingly – exposed to constant seduction, and similarly there was a concern that they would be influenced by the
glory and wealth of the Church. Today the situation is completely different. It is only a tiny minority of the Jews who find any
value in Christianity, for example, the terrible group “Jews for Jesus” in the United States. Jews today are not influenced at all
from the glory and the icons in the churches. It is exactly that glory and all that is connected to it in modern life that is an
abomination to them … 

Teshuva of Rav Eliezer Berkovitz, 198513

16.,zixehqid zepiprzd jezn mixvepd ly miyecwd zenewna xwal xeqi` yyg mey oi`y il dncp l"pd minrhd lkn .... 
i"`a y"kne ,zircn e` zizepne` e`

uiaewxa xfril` ,x ly daeyz - my14

Rav Berkovitz permits entering churches for academic research or artistic investigation.

17.zeplaeq ogletd ly  .mdly ogletd meiwl rbepa mixvepdoi` rexb xzeid ote`ay oeikn mihphqhextl rbepa dpd
oexkfl lnq `l` epi`y xexa dfe ,cala axrde izyd `l` mpgleta zehxcp` mdl oi`e seziy ly dpen` `l` mzpen`
epenzdy miyi`l dvxrd xeza `l` zedl` xeza zehxcp`l micaer mpi`y epl reci mileh`wd mb la` .carp `le

 .m`ezexiivnmdly dltzd zenewnl qpkdln wgxzdl mieevn ep`y i`ce ikediixfia` lk oke ,seziyd epl xeq`y myk 
.zicedid dpicna gka dfd ogletd z` repnl miaiiegn ep` m` dl`yd o`k la` .wegixd zilkz wgxgdl seziyd ly
on ef devn epilr zlheny xexa epi`e li`ed ,eneiw z` leaqp m` 'wd epzxez cbpk `hgp `ly xne` ip` z`f itlke
l'f lecbd epiax lr jenqp ,l`xyi mr lkl dfk lecb wgcd zrya ,`ziixe`c wtq df `di elit` ,wtq dfy oeike .dxezd
svwe dnig dlrzy efn dlecb dai` xyt` melke ... dai` iptn mixizn dxez ly epi`y xeqi`e ,`lewl dxezd on wtqy
oi`y izrcl xexa k're .dyre mewa `l z'`eya `id ef devn lr dxiard seq seqy k'be ?!mixvepd zepicn lka dfr d`pye

zene`d cvn yxetn i`pz did `l m` elit` ,dfd oiprd z` mlaqa xeaivd cvn `hg xy` oer o`k.
'a jxk oinegz ,dkldd itl miherind zeiekf ,bevxd ild wifii` wgvi axd

understands that the Meiri’s permissive approach to Christian theology is in fact based on a non-Trinitarian then-heretical belief which he had been taught at the time.
9. Prof. Marc Shapiro lists many of these in an article in Milin Havivin IV (2008-2010) Hebrew section pp 43-50, available at

http://library.yctorah.org/files/2016/09/Milin09-Heb-V4-Shapiro-Marc-Entering-into-a-Church-Eliezer-Berkowitz.pdf
Rabbi Bleich also lists in detail many of the accounts of rabbinic leaders who went to churches - see his article in Tradition ibid p 95 ff

10. See Rabbi Bleich’s analysis (ibid) of the reliability of  Haim H Cohen’s account, and the level of halachic erudition of Rabbi Joseph Carlebach.
11. In this case he was strict on the issue of tumat ohel for Cohanim, even where the bodies were non-Jewish. Haim Cohn also writes (Joseph Carlebach, Leo Baeck Institute Year Book 5

(1960): “He spent a full day with the boys in the Cathedral at Cologne, expertly explaining every detail of the statues, the glass windows, the ornaments, and the intricacies of the
Catholic faith and ritual; but I was not allowed to participate, being a Cohen who may not be under the same roof with a corpse or with tombs, lest he become impure; and although,
according to the letter of the Law, it is only the Jewish dead the contact with whom renders impure, and not the non-Jewish dead, still Carlebach held that the least possibility that
among the dead buried in the cathedral may have been a person of Jewish origin (even though ultimately converted to Christianity), sufficed to make the place taboo to me.”

12. Frankfurt -on-the-Hudson: The German-Jewish Community of Washington Heights 1933-1983, Steven M Lowenstein, 1989 Wayne State University Press. 
13. Published by Prof Marc Shapiro and available in full at http://library.yctorah.org/files/2016/09/Milin09-Heb-V4-Shapiro-Marc-Entering-into-a-Church-Eliezer-Berkowitz.pdf -

Heb section p 46.
14. R. Berkovitz’s arguments are refuted strongly by Rabbi Bleich in his article (ibid).
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Rav Herzog prohibited entering churches.  However, on the issue of permitting their continued existence in Eretz Yisrael
(as a question of perpetuating avoda zara in Israel) he was prepared in a situation of great need to rely on Rav Kook and
the Meiri.  Even according to the stricter opinion of the Rambam and others, he considers Christianity today to be a
‘safek’ of avoda zara and in this situation is prepared to rely of the view of the Rambam that even a safek deoraita is only
prohibited derabbanan, and thus permitted in this case!  He did NOT however rely on the Meiri or any other opinions  to
permit a Jew to enter a church.

18. Evangelical churches do not have icons or statues and it is certainly permissible to enter Evangelical churches. Catholic and
most Protestant churches do have icons as well as paintings and sculptures. If you enter the church in order to appreciate the
art with an eye towards understanding Christianity and the differences between Judaism and Christianity so that you can hold
your own in discussions with Christians, then it is permissible. Participating in a church religious service is forbidden unless it
is for learning purposes or unless it would be a desecration of God's name if you don't attend, as in the case of Chief Rabbi
Sack's attendance at Prince William's wedding.

Rav Shlomo Riskin - from the Ohr Torah Stone website15

19. Fellow RCA Members,

The RCA recently issued a press release critical of my participation at the National Cathedral on the morning after Barack
Obama's inauguration. I write to explain why I did participate in this service, even though it was in the National Cathedral, an
Episcopalian Church.

First, I am very much in agreement with the RCA's view, derived from the writings of the Rav zt"l opposing interfaith dialogue
and theological compromise. Indeed, I have been in the rabbinate more than fifty years, and I have never participated in such
an event. I followed these guidelines throughout my tenure as President of the now defunct Synagogue Council of America.
Nevertheless, I felt not only that it was permitted to participate in this event, but proper for someone in the responsible
Orthodox rabbinate and, indeed, necessary.

Herewith, my explanation for my colleagues:
This event was not an interfaith dialogue or meeting. It was an invitation from the new President of the United States - a man
of incredible importance to the fate of our holy community in the land of Israel and here - to meet him in prayer. Many clergy
were invited, and I felt that the interests of our Orthodox community would be hurt if no one from our community participated.

The Shulchan Aruch notes in YD 178:2 that a person who needs to be close to the government may wear even the Torah-
prohibited garments of a gentile in order to represent the Jewish community well. The prohibition to enter a church is
grounded in the appearance of impropriety, rather than an actual impropriety  - indeed, wearing garments of gentiles is a
Torah prohibition and this is generally thought to be a rabbinic one.

It is well known that many Chief Rabbis of England have gone into Westminster Abby when summoned16 there by the King or
Queen, and many other great rabbis have done the same to represent our community. The Chief Rabbis of Israel have engaged
in similar activities, and, most recently, the Chief Rabbi of Haifa, Rabbi Shear Yashuv Cohen was involved in similar activities.
In fact, he attended the funeral of the late Pope, John Paul II.

Rabbi Michael Broyde told me that he was once asked by the Israeli government to represent the government of Israel on a
very serious matter at an event in a church during a time of worship. He spoke to the Tzitz Eliezer about this issue, and the Tzitz
Eliezer told him directly that if it was a matter of significant importance to the Israeli government, then he should go wearing
his kipa and looking as rabbinic as he could.

Of course, such events are few and far between, and, in most situations, I and other RCA members would never participate in
such events. But, I feel that Orthodox participation in this important national event, and the opportunity to say a few words
directly to the President of the United States and begin to develop a relationship with the most powerful man in the world is a
chance that our community can ill afford to miss. 

15. See https://kavvanah.blog/2011/06/05/jews-entering-a-church-rabbi-riskin-answers/.  It seems that this page is no longer on the OTS website.  The Israel Chief Rabbinate was
asked about their position on entering churches and reaffirmed the classic position that it is prohibited to enter churches at all times unless there is danger to life - see
http://jewishisrael.ning.com/page/letter-from-the-office-of-the for a copy of the letter from the Rabbanut. 

16. See the Appendix for a copy of the invitation/summons to the coronation of King Charles III
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Indeed, when I spoke to President Obama, I thanked him for his support of Israel and I urged him to remember the
unforgettable statement he made in Sderot, where he said, "If anybody would shoot rockets into my house while my
daughters were sleeping, I would do anything in my power to make sure they wouldn’t do it again".  The President responded
with a clear assent. Maybe this will save a life or two in the future and maybe it will not; but I felt this was not an assignment I
could – or should – turn down.

Rabbi Haskel Lookstein
letter from R. Haskel Lookstein to the RCA Jan 200917

• Dayan Gershon Lopian in London permitted a Family Week group to daven in a Quaker Meeting Room.
• R. Shlomo Riskin permits speaking in Evangelical churches. 
• As mentioned above, British Chief Rabbis have a long history of attended church services18.

C] ENTERING CHURCH PROPERTY FOR OTHER REASONS

20.qpkil xzen ozetxzl my mivawzn miakek icaerd oi`y onfae miakek zcear ly xirk epicc `"i - miakek zcear ly xvg :dbd
heyt bdpnd oke .xzen `nlr ilekl xg` mewnl xaer jxcyk la` .xg` mewnl ea xaer jxc oi` m` xeq` oipr lkac `"ie .my

.edenk xvw zxg` jxc el yi m` ea jliln wgxzdl `ed zeciqg zcn n"ne .xg` mewnl xvg eze` jxc jlil 
 hnw oniq miakek zcear zekld drc dxei jexr ogley

Using church property (but NOT the sanctuary) as a cut through (ie where clearly for a reason unconnected with the
worship at the church) should be avoided but is permitted.  

This has applications to using Church car-parks, Church halls for voting, installing computers etc.  According to the Rema, although
this is permitted, it would be better to avoid this if possible – ie to get an absentee ballot.

D] MA’ARIT AYIN/CHASHAD

21. ,dzyie mdit lr eit gipi `l ,miakek zcear ipta min zeglwnd zetevxtmiakek zcearl wypnk d`xpy iptn .`"i :dbd
dfa oi`e zezyl xzen ,dzyi `l m` zeni m` oebk xaca dpkq yi m` ,df oica oebk ,oird zi`xn iptn `l` xeq` epi`y lkc
,mipenbd jxck mdiptl dng zxev mi`yepy e` ,mdicbaa miakek zcear zxev mdl yiy mipdk e` mixy .xeari l`e bxdi meyn
... .m`ea mcew mdiptl mewiy e` ,eizern exftzpy enk d`xp epi`y jxca wx ,mdiptl raekd xiqdl e` mdl zegzydl xeq`
aehe .... xydl wx miakek zcearl miegzyn e` raekd mixiqn mpi` miakek zcear micaerd mby recie li`ed xaca oiliwn yie

.dpey`xd `xaqk xingdl
 b sirq pw oniq miakek zcear zekld drc dxei jexr ogley

One of the key issues in interaction with Christianity is chashad - giving the impression that one is bowing to an idol or
taking part in a ceremony.  As such the Shulchan Aruch prohibits certain activities which look like worship of idols -
drinking from the tap of a statue-fountain, bowing down to royalty or dignitaries who are wearing idols.  Nevertheless,
these activities are not yehareg ve’al ya’avor and they may also be permitted in certain situations. 

E] BENEFITING FROM THINGS ASSOCIATED WITH IDOLATRY

22..dii`xa dpdpy oeik ,miakek zcear iepa lkzqdl e` miakek zcear ly xiy ilk renyl xeq`
 eh sirq anw oniq miakek zcear zekld drc dxei jexr ogley

Listening to music or enjoying art associated with idolatry is prohibited.

23..mdiiepa ze`xl miakek zcear izal miqpkpl yxetn xeqi` o`kne
my sqei ikxa

Some poskim learn from this a prohibition on entering a place of idolatry to enjoy the art.

17. The entire correspondence between R. Lookstein, R. Michael Broyde and R. Kenneth Auman is reproduced in Entering a Sanctuary for Hatzalat YIsrael, Michael J. Broyde and
Kenneth Auman, Hakira Journal Vol 8 p.53, available at http://www.hakirah.org/Vol%208%20Broyde.pdf

18. The precedent was set by Rabbi Herman Adler at Edward VII’s coronation at Westminster Abbey on (Shabbat) Aug 9 1902.  Shabbat Services finished early to allow him to walk
there.  This year, the Chief Rabbi davened early to be able to attend the coronation.
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F] MOSQUES

24.l`eye .cbqnl mbe f"r zia ly oic yi zxg` zc ly zia lkly inyn el xn` `"hily xdd on axdy 'eak azeky dne (c)
 ixacn icic ilige ,xacd oekp ok mpn` dpd .jkl xewn dne oekp df m` ize`o"xd iyecg (leki d"c a"r `"q sc oixcdpqa)azeky ,

li`ed ,zedl` ozeyrl mdixg` oireh oi`y t"r` mil`rnyid ly rbeynd mbe mizek ly miycwdy o`kn epcnle :l"fe
mdiptl miegzyn md cal xecda `ly .`"r ly xeqi` xac lkl odl yi `"r oic zedl` ly d`egzyd mdiptl miegzyne

 .l"kr ozcear `id zedl` ly dcear oiprk `l` miznl xecd oi`y
.xac lkl mdiycwl yi `"r oic mdly xwyd `iapl mziegzyde mil`rnyid zcearl mbc o"xd ixacn yxetn epcnl ixd
.myl qpkil xeq`e xac lkl `"r zia ly oic k"b el yi mzcear mirvan md eay mdly cbqnd zia mby f"itl xexa k"`e

 `v oniq ci wlg xfril` uiv z"ey
The Tzitz Eliezer rules like the opinion of the Ran that any independent organized religion created by non-Jews is
equivalent to avoda zara.  The Ran understands that non-Jews should worship God as one of the 7 Noachide Laws,
rather than through an independent religious system.  As such, the Tzitz Eliezer prohibits entering a mosque on the
grounds that worship of Islam is equivalent to avoda zara.

25.lltzdl xzeny oicd `ed k'`e .... mkeza qpkdl xzene dxf dcear iza oic mdl oi` miaxrd ly micbqndy d`xp dzrne
xeqi` mey oi` itec ea oi`y cegia z'iydl mzltze f'r my oi`y miaxr ly cbqna mb k'`e .... miaxrd ly cbqna
p'kda my yi eiykr cre dltknd zxrn ly cbqnd jeza milltzn eidy miwicve mipe`b dnkl izi`x oke .my lltzdl

.rax` zixwe oexag iayez epig`l dltzl reaw
ey"f wlg xne` riai z-ei"oniq c

Rav Ovadia Yosef rules that entering and even praying in a mosque is permitted and brings an example from Ma’arat
Hamachpelah in Chevron.

26..m ¤kiwŸl¡̀ ‡d i¦p£̀  m¤kl̈ EU£r ©z Ÿ̀l dk̈ ¥Q ©n i ¥dŸl`¥e mi¦li¦l¡̀d̈ l ¤̀  Ep §t ¦Y l ©̀
c:hi `xwie

There is a mitzvah in the Chumash - do not turn to other gods.

27.da lkzqdl xeq` lega s` - dnvr `pweice .zaya ezexwl xeq` - ze`pweicd zgze dxevd zgz jldnd azk :opax epz
 xn`py meynmilil`d l` eptz l`mkzrcn l` eptz l` :oipg iax xn` - ?`cenlz i`n .

.hnw zay
Chazal understand that this even includes looking at other religious art. 

28.oze`a zexwl `ly d"awd epev .dihtyne diyrn dne dzcear xwir j`id dzceara miakek icaer exag miax mixtq
 xn`py xeq` dxevd zenca lkzqdl elit`e .dixacn xaca `le da xdxdp `le llk mixtqd.milil`d l` eptz l`

 a dkld a wxt miakek zcear zekld m"anx
The Rambam rules this way.  Rav Hershel Schachter understands that this is a prohibition on expressing any interest in
any other religion, whether or not avoda zara.  As such, Rav Schachter rules that it is prohibited min HaTorah to enter a
mosque.

G] OTHER RELIGIONS

• An analysis must be made of each religion in order to assess if it is indeed avoda zara.  Often the situation is not clear.  For instance,
according to many poskim, Buddhism constitutes ‘minnut’ (heresy) and not avoda zara.  This will impact on the halachic status of their
monasteries etc.  Hinduism seems more obviously idolatrous in practice, although there is a discussion as to whether its theology is
truly avoda zara.19 

19. See http://hirhurim.blogspot.co.il/2009/04/is-hinduism-avodah-zarah.html  and
https://www.academia.edu/14486217/Encountering_Hinduism_Thinking_through_Avoda_Zara?auto=download
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20

20. For a full list of invitees to the Coronation see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_guests_at_the_coronation_of_Charles_III_and_Camilla.  
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