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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

SERIES 2: 49 - MULTIPLE TRUTHS IN HALACHA & MIDRASH - PART 2
OU ISRAEL CENTER - WINTER 2022/23

 

• In Part 1 we saw some of the foundational sources on the issue of multiple truths in halacha.  
• In particular, we looked at a ‘pluralistic model’ that understands that a multiplicity of truths is inherent in the spiritual reality.  This
means either that the heavenly world comprises multiple realities which were communicated at Sinai, or that the way in which we
received Torah at Sinai was through a prism of multiple and legitimate understandings.
• This does not of course mean that EVERY understanding is valid, but it does give validity to more than one approach.
• In this ‘pluralistic’ model, the psak halacha is fixed by the halachic process on earth but this psak could shift to any of the other
legitimate multiple truths.
 • In this shiur we will address a very different approach to halachic truth - the ‘monistic model’.  This asserts that there is ONE
heavenly truth which we try to identify and rule in accordance with.  But what if we get it wrong?
• We will also look briefly at the question of multiple truths in midrashic accounts of ‘what happened’ or ‘facts on the ground’.  How
can there be more than one truth in such issues?

A] MONISTIC MODELS OF ELU V’ELU

A1] RASHI - ONE TRUTH BUT MANY SCENARIOS

1.xn .xn`w dicic `xaq cge cg lk - xwy o`k oi` ,`nrh xazqin ikd xn` cg lk xzide xeqi`a e` oica i`xen` ixz ibilt ik
el`' xninl `ki`e .`pixg` `piipra dil incn xne ikd `zlinl `zlin incn xn .`xeqi`l `nrh aidi xne `xizidl `nrh aidi
 .hren iepiya mixacd iepiy itl jtdzn mrhdy .`nrh i`d jiiyc oipnife `nrh i`d jiiyc oipnif - 'md miig midl` ixac el`e

l‡nw `d d‡c .fp zeaezk  i"yx
Rashi appears to say that ‘elu v’elu’ does not mean that BOTH opinions are correct, but that one view is correct in any
given situation.  Since there are many different subtle factors that could change the case, it is important that we hear
these different approaches which may apply in different situations.

2. - zqkxt`k jipf` dyr  oigadl rczyke .olek ixac rce ,cenle zrney jpf` dyr .minyl oal oleky xg`nxyki df i`raw - 
 .ezenk dkld

zqkxt`k jipf` dyr d‡c :b dbibg i"yx 
Here, Rashi is clearer.  It is legitimate to listen to multiple views when they are all ‘leshem shamayim’.  But ONLY one of
them will be the correct opinion and we need to identify that.

A2] RAN - PARALLEL TRUTHS IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH

3. ....  ,mnvra miiktd mixdhnde mi`nhnd ixacy ixg` ikzn`l enikqi mdipyy xyt` i`exn`p oleky xn`p ji` ,
 `iny inw `witq `ki` ine ,dxeabd itn dynl(:e oihib)zrxkd xqn jxazi mydy ,epazky jxcd lr jk oiprd la` ?!

 ,mixacdn xaca md enikqiy dny `vnpe ,mdixg` jynpy epeve ,xecd inkgl mlek dl`itn dyn dehvpy dn `ed
dxeabd...... .

 aeygiy in zrc lr jyniy ie`x df ik ,oeir mewn o`k yi dpdellk dxezd zevnl mrh oi`yxg` zekynp olek `l` ,
edzxdih e` edz`nihy dn la` ,lyn jxc xedh e` `nh zeidl ie`x eppi` envr cvn xacdy xg` df itle ,cal oevxd
,zn`d jtd lr mdixac eidiy xyt` i` ,xecd inkg egipiy dn lk xg` jynpd ,df itl ok m` dpd ,cal oevxd xg` jynp

.llk dpebn xac epizeytpa `edd oiprdn jyniy xyt` i`e
rx myex cilene ,epil` wifn ,epnn dxezd edzrpny dn lky oin`p la` ,zrcd dfa xgap `l epgp`y ixg` la`

 ,zrcd df itl ,ezaiq rcp `ly it lr s`e ,epizeytpa,didi dn ,xedh `edy `nh cg` xaca minkgd enikqiyk ok m`
xedh `edy minkgd ea enikqdy it lr s`e ,lertl erahay dn lrtie epze` wifi `edd xacd `ld .
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zlert jynz `ly wtq oi`y ,ziriax dlrna meg lyn jxc lr `ede ,dey `edy cg` mq lr mi`texd enikqi eli`e
ji` ,ytpa wifn `edy cvn dxezd epl dxq`y xacd ok .envra erah itk la` ,mi`texd ea enikqiy dn itk seba megd
xzei ok m` ie`x dide .`ltd cv lr wx ,xyt` i` df ,xzen `edy minkgd enikqdy cvn `edd xacd rah dpzyi

....... !envra xacd zzin` epl xxazp df jxc lry ,lew za e` `iap cvn epl xxazzy dn it lr dfa jynpy

ea exn`iye xeqi`d xac elik`i ik mb ,llk ytpa cqtd oixcdpqd erixkiy dnn jyniy xyt` i`y ,cer xaeq ip`e
lv` aed` xzeid xacd `ed ,dxezd ixen minkgd zevnl drxkdd cvn ytpa jyni xy` oewizdy itl .xzen `edy,e

 exn`k(ak:eh `"y) aeh gafn reny dpd ,xeq`d xacd zlik` cvn ytpa clizdl czern `ed xy` rexd xiqi `edd oewize
`edd.lrtz ezaygn dpd ,eil` lireny zrc lr lke`d edlk`iyk ,wifnd lk`nd ik ,seba dxwi envra df xaca `veike 

exikie ebiyi ik mb ,oixcdpqd zevn xg` mc`d jyniyk oiprd ok .blten didiy `l m` ,ewfid epnn xeqie ,`edd lke`a
cvn cliziy ie`x didy rex eze` lk eytpn xiqi ,mdixg` jynp ezeide ,mzvr xg` ekynid ,xzen `edy xeq`d xaca

 dxn`e dxezd dzev okle .`edd xeq`d xacd zlik`l`nye oini jil` ecibi xy` xacd on xeqz `l
xyr cg`d yexcd o"xd zeyxc

The Ran (Rabbeinu Nissim of Geronda, 14C) in his 7th Drasha
explains that there are two levels of truth - (i) Ultimate Truth as
understood in Shamayim (ii) Truth as understood in this world and
defined by the understanding of the greatest minds of the Jewish
people - a majority of the Sanhedrin. We do not necessarily connect
with the truth in Shamayim but God does not expect that of us.  We
define and fix ‘truth’ on earth by majority analysis.  ‘These and those’
are ‘true’ in that they are the product of proper scholarly analysis1.                                                          
Even though we understand that mitzvot are a spiritual reality with
real consequences for our neshamot, it will not be a problem if we
follow a halachic psak that proves to be ‘incorrect’ according to the
heavenly truth.  The reward for the mitzva of following the halachic
process will outweigh any negativity that accrues from having done
what turned out to be against the heavenly psak!

4.ribd oiaygp eid `lly s` zexedl mipexg`d zexec inkg oiaiiegne oi`yx eidy dfa c"rl oekpdy mrhn `ed la`
 yegl i`ce yiy .'nbd inkg zexeca d`xedl`iny itlk zn`d `edy itk oicd zezin` epeeik `l ile` la` zn`d

d`xedl xn`p xak .`id minya `legk itk miwqetae q"ya dkldd xxal ie`xk oiiry ixg` mkgdl d`xpy itk `l` 
 ,oicd wqt `ed oky el d`xpe z"iydn d`xiae y`x caekad`xedl zn`d `ed`ilb mvra m` s` ok zexedl aiiegne 

did `le wqty enk yexitd d`xp ely xg`n 'miig miwl` ixac' eixac mby xn`p dfk lre .yexitd ok epi`y `iny itlk
 ez`xed lr xky lawie .eixacl dxizqeyexitk epi` zn`dy s`mipexg`de mipey`xd epizeax zewelgn lk oipr edfe ..... .

 xaeqy enk enewna zexedl cg` lk leki cgk wqtp `ly onf lky .xizn dfe xqe` dfycg`k wx `ed izn`d oicdy s`
odnmibdepd zenewn oia mixeng mixeqi`a mb miwelg daxd epivn df mrhne .mz`xed lr xky milawn minkgd ipye ,

zn`dy s` miig miwl` ixac md mdipye `"nxdke 'qezd inkgk zexedl mibdepd zenewnd oiae i"ade m"anxdk zexedl
.mdn cg`k wx `edy miny itlk `ilb izn`d

dncwd ` wlg miig gxe` dyn zexb` z"ey
This is the approach of Rav Moshe Feinstein.  In his introduction to the Igrot Moshe, he accepts that it is possible that
halachic authorities many not rule in accordance with the ‘heavenly psak’.  But at the end of the day, all that God asks of
us is to achieve the best ‘earthly psak’ that is possible.

A3] CHIDA, TORAH TEMIMA - SOME VIEWS ARE WRONG BUT THEY HELP TO ILLUMINATE AND
CLARIFY THE CORRECT VIEW

5.`xaqdc `vnp jygd jezn `l` xkip xe`d oi`c zeidl `l` .zn` mdipyc eyexit oi` miig midl` ixac el`e el`
zn` zg` `xaqc mlerle miig midl` ixac inp da ixw df cvne mvra zizin`d `xaqd ahd oiadl lirez zcbbnd

.zn` dpi` zxg`d `xaqde
(:bi oiaexr) 88 'nr  `'cigl miipir gzt 'q

1. For an interesting perspective on Elu V’elu see Chapter 2 of a PhD thesis by Rabbi Dr Harvey Belovski p 40 ff - available at  http://www.rabbibelovski.co.uk/belovskis-phd
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A4] NETZIV - SOME VIEWS ARE WRONG BUT EACH HAS IMPORTANT HALACHIC INFORMATION TO
IMPART FOR OTHER CASES

6.‡qezd zhiyl irain `le ,ezenk dkld oi`y b‰r` dxezd znkga xi`ny r‰ta xe` `ed drc lkc zwelgn dnk yi la`
eze`k llk weqtl `‰`c m‰anxe i‰yx zhiyl ‡it`e ,d`xed ez`xed f‰d k‰` ,lwiny cigid lr oikneq wgcd zryac

 mdixac n‰kn - dpyn epi`y d‰a mewna y‰a enk - drc eze`k `lc ‡ita wqti`y mewna e` .... cigidfi`l lecb xe`
ywaznd oiprn `ly hxtzwelgn `nbecl `iape .dlecb dwea` df i‰tr dyrpe dkldl zywaznd drca miqtzpy e` ,

ixac dpey`xd dxeny` seq cr oznexza lek`l oiqpkp mipdekdy dryn ziaxra y‰` oixew izn`n q‰ya dpey`xd
i`ce `‰x zrc la` ,minkgk ewqt ‡exiae b‰xk wqt olic `xnba dpde .xgyd cenr dlriy cr `‰bx zevg cr `‰kge `‰xd
eixacnc ,xg` oiprl xi`n uevip f‰d `l` ,`ed ok `l dlilg `‰x ixaca dxez xe` oi` xn`z `ny ,dkldn ‡iegc drc

dlrp xe`e ,dwenr dnkg dfa yie dlild ied zexnyn ‡bc epcnl
19-18 'nr (axd cqen) a'ivpd ly wnrd zncw

7.llefn xwi `ivedl dxez ixac lr cenrl ick `ed wx .... zn`d lr cner jk xg`e drehy dxez ixaca yiy zeierhd ici lr
xe`l ez`ivene leyknd `edy `edd dweyrd ytpd zlawne .xkc leykn iabl `awep dlykn `xwp dxez ixac f`e

dryl wx lykp `l melye qg `ed zn`a mpn`e  ..... zn`d lr dcnrde dlykn rx`p da mby dyecwle
 fhw ze` - wicvd zwcv xtq

B] HARMONISTIC MODELS OF ELU V’ELU

8. exn`y enk o`kle o`kl dihp didi `ly xxean xac zeidl xyt` i` `ziixe`c oiyecig lka (fh(:b dbibg)'eke oi`nhn elld 
 miig miwel` ixac el`e el`e(:bi oiaexir) yexit -  zegekd lra midl`yie .... miax oeyl edfe .mleray micxtpd mlek - 

 xn`p df lre miig ly zewelg(`:`k ilyn) cia jln al min iblt dxez `l` min oi`e .... (.fi `nw `aa)zepiirnl mibltp mde 
utgd itk eaal dhne eipir xi`ny 'd cia df mb `l` ok epi`e mkg ly ezrca `edc ep` mixeaqke xizdle xeq`l mipey

 exn`y enk jxazi myd ixac od zn`ac miig midl` ixac `xwp jkle .cal idl` oevxe(.ai `xza `aa)`l minkgd onc 
ly epexba ynn jxazi mydc xeaicdc jxazi mydc exeaic epiide .... d`eapk jxazi mydn `ed zn`ac d`eap dlhip
df yigkn mc` ipa lkyc recik cg` `yepa miktd ipy zeidl xyt` i` zelbzdae lretl zelbzd `ed xeaicde `iap
miktd ipy zeidl xyt` my genay daygna `edy jxazi myd ly eznkga weac `ed mkg la` .m"anx ixacn rcepk

:cg` `yepa
xac jl oi` dxivi xtqn recik eketide xac d`ixad lk jxazi myd cqiy dn itk gxken hrnk `edy `l` cer `le
lretay wx .lretl `ivend oevxd yxey `edy jxazi eznkga eniyx dfl yi i`ceae ok mb ynn eketid didi `ly mlera

 mei epi` dlil `edyke dlil epi` mei `edyk cg` `yepa mpi` miktdd ipycg `lek my xewna ok oi`y dn
 fh ze` - dlil iqiqx xtq

9.melya enr z` jxai 'de`vniy jixv la` ,miktdd lk zecg`zdd ly melyd `id ,frd mr d`ad ,melyd zkxae .
`ed mely ok lre  .'miig miwl` ixac el`e el`' ly gkd i'r zxkip dkxad f`e  .cg`ziy ine ceariy in didiy ick miktd

... cgi mlleke leki lkd - mlek zegkd lra `edy ,d'awd ly eny
331 'nr wew .i.` axd ly d'i`x zler

There is also a ‘Harmonistic Model’ according to which the multiplicity of truth and reality is only something that
appears from our human perspective.  In fact, in the Heavenly and infinite world of God, all of these truths can co-exist
as one truth from God’s perspective.

C] ELU V’ELU IN MIDRASH

10.d¤p §f ¦Y©e (a) :dc̈Ed§i m ¤g¤l zi ¥A ¦n W¤b¤li ¦t dẌ ¦̀  ŸelÎg ©T¦I ©e m¦i ©x §t ¤̀ Îx ©d i ¥z §M §x©i §A xB̈ i ¦e¥l Wi ¦̀  i ¦d§i ©e l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i §A oi ¥̀  K¤l ¤nE m ¥dd̈ mi ¦nÏ ©A i ¦d§i ©e (`)
:mi ¦Wc̈¢g dr̈Ä §x ©̀  mi ¦nï mẄÎi ¦d §Y©e dc̈Ed§i m ¤g¤l zi ¥AÎl ¤̀  d̈i ¦a ῭  zi ¥AÎl ¤̀  ŸeY ¦̀ ¥n K¤l ¥Y©e ŸeW §b©li ¦R eïlr̈

 a-`:hi mihtey
The account of the Pilegesh MiGiva relates that the pilegesh somehow betrayed (‘vatizne’) her husband and was sent
away.  But the text does not identify what she did wrong.  
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11. - eyblit eilr dpfze`w i`n :l"` ,edil`l xzia` 'x digky`e .dl `vn `nip :xn` ozpei 'x ,dl `vn aeaf :xn` xzia` iax
:l"` .'xne` `ed jk ipa ozpei ,xne` `ed jk ipa xzia`' :dil xn` ?xn`w i`ne ,draba yblita wiqr :l"` ?d"awd ciar

 :l"` ?!`iny inw `witq `ki` ine ,e"god miig midl` ixac el`e el`ax xn` .citwde `vn `nip ,citwd `le `vn aeaf .
,`qpe` - aeaf ,dxrwa ici`e ici` :ixn`c `ki` .`zpkq - `nipe ,`zeqi`n - aeaf ,mewn eze`a `nipe ,dxrwa aeaf :dcedi

 `zeriyt - `nipe
:e oihib

Chazal give two opinions as to the misdeed of the pilegesh against her husband  - either there was a fly in his food or a
hair (either in his food or on her body). Eliyahu appears to say that God himself accepts BOTH opinions and, indeed,
repeats them over in the name of the Rabbis who said them!  This is also part of the concept of ‘Elu V’Elu Divrei Elokim
Chaim’. The Gemara then seeks to harmonize both views to show how they indeed both could have ‘happened’. 

• Are they arguing about a historical event?  If so, how can both opinions be correct?

C1] HOW OLD WAS YITZCHAK AT THE AKEIDA?

12. - dpy mirax` oawxta ea ixdy ,dpy raye miyly oa did wgvie ,dwax dclepy xyazp dixend xdn mdxa` `ayk ixdy
 dpy raye miyely dxy dzny dciwrd cr wgvi clepyne ,dxy dzn

k:dk ziy`xa i"yx
Rashi explains, based on Chazal in Seder Olam Rabba, that Yitzchak was 37 at the time of the Akeida.

13. .mipy raye miyly oa cwrp xy`k wgvi didy exn` l"fxelawp dlaw ixac m`e !oekp df oi` `xaq jxcnedidzy ie`x didy ,
oa 'idy exn` mixg`e .wgvi lr dne`n aezka oi`e ,dhigyl epevxa envr xqny eia` xkyn letk exky didie ,dielb wgvi zwcv
.epevxa `ly ecwre eia` egixkde ,mipy b"il aexw didy zrcd l` aexwde .dlerd ivr `ypy xeara ,okzi `l df mb ,mipy yng

xn`e ,epnn ceqd xizqd eia`y crde dyd el d`xi midl`.gxaiy okzi ,dlerd dz` el xn` eli` ik ,
c:ak ziy`xa `xfr oa`

Ibn Ezra rejects this position based on a more ‘pshat’ reading of the text.  According to him, Yitzchak  was around 13,
although Ibn Ezra is prepared to accept the position of Chazal if this was indeed a historical tradition handed down. 

C2] WAS NIMROD A TZADIK OR A RASHI

14.‡d i¥p §t¦l c¦i ©v xFA ¦B cŸx §n¦p §M x ©n ῭ ¥i o ¥M l ©r ‡d i¥p §t¦l c¦i ©v xŸA ¦b dïd̈ `Ed :u ¤x ῭ Ä xŸA ¦B zFi §d¦l l ¥g ¥d `Ed cŸx §n¦p z ¤̀  c©lï WEk §e
 h-g:i ziy`xa

The Torah describes Nimrod as a ‘mighty hunter before God’.

15.cexnp: mrhe .civ xeab did ik ,zeigd lr mc` ipa zexeab ze`xdl lgd `ede ,azkp `l m` ,zenyd lkl mrh ywaz l` ‡d iptl:
.zxg` jxc yxcde ,hytd jxc efe ,myl dler zeigd mze` dlrne zegafn dpea didy

my `xfr oa`
Ibn Ezra understands that this is a positive statement and that he sacrificed many offerings to God.  The fact that his
name implies a rebellion (against God?) is irrelevant since the Torah does not explicitly state this meaning. 

16.dpea didy "'d iptl" yxite .oze` cevl zeigd lr xeab zeidl lgd `ed ik ,eheyt jxc lr oiprd jtd yxit mdxa` iaxe
.dlawa eryx erci epizeax ik ,ryx wicvn `ed dpde ,oi`xp eixac oi`e .myd iptl dlerl zeigd z` dlrne zegafn

my o"anx
The Ramban accuses Ibn Ezra of going against a rabbinic tradition that Nimrod was wicked?  

• Are the Ramban and Ibn Ezra arguing about the historical figure of Nimrod? If so, how can both opinions be correct?
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C3] WHAT SHAPE WAS THE TOP OF THE BEAMS OF THE MISHKAN?

17. dḦ ©n§N ¦n m ¦n£̀Ÿz Ei §d¦i §emi ¦O ©z Ei §d¦i eC̈ §g©i §e...... ŸeW Ÿ̀xÎl ©r 
ck:ek zeny

The Torah states that the wooden beams of the Mishkan were ‘tamim’ (matched?) at the top.

18.däẍ£rd̈ mï l ©r mi ¦c §xŸI ©d §e oz̈ §xv̈ c ©S ¦n x ¤W£̀ xi ¦rd̈ mc̈ ῭ ¥n mc`a cŸ̀ §n w ¥g §x ©d cg̈ ¤̀ Îc¥p Enẅ dl̈ §r ©n§l ¦n mi ¦c §xŸI ©d m¦i ©O ©d Ec §n ©r©I©e
 g©l ¤O ©dÎmïEzẍ §k¦p EO ©Y :Ÿegi ¦x§i c¤b¤p Ex §ar̈ mr̈d̈ §e 

 fh:b ryedi
The book of Yehoshua states that the waters of the Jordon were ‘tamu nichretu’ (completely cut off) when they split.

19. xn`py ,rav`k cr oiklede oilk olrnlne ,dn` oiiaer ohnln miyxw :opax epzminz eidi ,ey`x lrxne` `ed oldle enz 
- ezxkp xn`py ,dn` oiiaer olrnln jk ,dn` oiiaer ohnlny myk :xne` dingp iax .dcedi iax ixac.ecgi

 :gv zay
Chazal disagree on the shape of the beams of the Mishkan.  R. Yehuda learns (based on the verse in Yehoshua) that the
beams were tapered at the top. R. Nechemia learns that they were square at the top and the same width throughout.  Can
both opinions be correct?  If not, who is ‘right’?  Are they arguing about the actual beams of the Mishkan?  If not, what
are they arguing about?

C4] HISTORICAL TRUTH AND TEXTUAL TRUTH
20.

        
el`e el` d'c :bi oiaexir uxt 'x zetqez

Tosafot Rabbeinu Peretz suggests that, when it comes to historical facts, different opinions do not debate the historical
reality, but rather the meaning of the verses.  In historical terms, there was only ONE truth, but in textual terms there can
be many.

21.ly dveawa dyxzypy mixteq zerh oia licadl yiy oiivl epilr" :(57 'nr l'pd xtq zixw) izazk d'vxz zpya dpd
,iixac z` aigxdle xxal jxev ip` d`ex eiykr la`  ."zereci zevx`a zelawzpy (zirhen e` dpekp) zxeqn oiae i'azk

 oiae  - zixehqidd - zhlgend zn`d oia licadl epilry epiidehqkihd ly zn`dwxe zg` `id zixehqidd zn`d  .
 ely zn`de hqkihe hqkih lk ,hqkihl zcgein hqkihd ly zn`d la` ,zg`–iepiy yi m`e .a`y epnny xewnd itl 

 zg` wx `id zixehqidd zn`d ixd ,inlyexide ilaad oia dpynd zqxiba–ly zn`d la` ,inlyexik e` ilaak e` 
itl dpyna `qxibd z` dpyny ine  .inlyexid zxeqnk inlyexid zpynae ilaad zxeqnk ilaad zpyna `id hqkihd

!zeaxzd itlk `hege zxeqn yhyhn `ed ixd ,zixehqidd zn`d
324 'nr xtq zixw - onxail .y 'x

Professor Shaul Lieberman give a similar explanation when addressing differing textual variants in manuscripts.  If the
Bavli and the Yerushalmi differ in their wording of a Mishna, there was only one historical text of the Mishna and both of
these variants cannot be correct.  But there are two valid TEXTUAL traditions, each of which has to be explained and
interpreted in its own right.  To simply ‘correct’ the text of the Mishna in accordance with one of the variants is to blur
and occlude a valid textual truth. 
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22.

15 'nr 'c jxk onxail .y 'x ly mipy`x ztqez

23.
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 (49-52 'nr) l miazkne zexb` wgvi cgt
Rav Hutner has a similar approach.  Different opinions in Torah about historical realities are not judged by the accuracy
of how they match that historical reality, which is now hidden (ganuz) from us and impossible to identify.  The opinions
have their own validity as Torah Shebe’al Peh. 
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