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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

SERIES 2: 47 - WHITE LIES AND HALF-TRUTHS: WHERE IS THE LINE?
OU ISRAEL CENTER - WINTER 2022/23

 

A] TRUTH AS A DIVINE ATTRIBUTE

1. c ¤q¬¤gÎa ©x §e m¦i©R ©̀  K ¤x¬¤̀  oE®P ©g §e mE g ©x l¬¥̀  ' ½d 'd́ ¼̀ ẍ §w¦I ©e »eip̈R̈Îl ©r ' ¬d xŸ̧a£r©I©ez«¤n¡̀¤e .
e:cl zeny

2. ÆmiwŸl¡̀ ' ³d«©ez ½¤n¡̀ :Ÿe «n §r©f m¦iŸeb El¬¦kïÎ`«Ÿl §e u ¤x ½̀̈ d̈ W´©r §x ¦Y ÆŸeR §v ¦T ¦n m®̈lŸer K¤l´¤nE mi¦I ©g miwŸl¡̀Î`E «d 
i:i edinxi

3. ¬L §zẍŸez«§e m®̈lŸer§l w¤ć ¤v Ĺ §zẅ §c ¦vz«¤n¡̀ .
anw:hiw mildz

4. oicd lr cner mlerd mixac dyly lr xne` l`ilnb oa oerny oaxzn`d lre xn`py melyd lre  (fh:g dixkf)h´©R §W ¦nE Æ z ¤n¡̀
.m«¤ki ¥x£r ©W §A E h §t ¦W mŸe ½lẄ

 gi dpyn ` wxt zea` dpyn

5. `ed jexa yecwd ly enzeg :`pipg iax xn`czn` .
.dp zay

B] THE TORAH MITZVAH - NOT TO GIVE A FALSE IMPRESSION

6. E ¬W£g«©k §zÎ`«Ÿl §e EaŸ®p §b ¦Y `Ÿl Ex §T ©W §zÎ`«Ÿl §e.F «zi ¦n£r«©A Wi¬¦̀  
`i:hi `xwie

7. f :F «ai ¦x §A L§pŸ«i §a ¤̀  h¬©R §W ¦n d²¤H ©z ¬̀Ÿl ew®̈g §x ¦Y x ¤w¤WÎx©a §C ¦nÆc ©gŸX̧ ©d i³¦M g ®̈T ¦z `́Ÿl c ©gŸ W §e g :r «̈Wẍ wi¦C §v ©̀ Î`«Ÿl i¬¦M bŸ ½x£d«©YÎl«©̀  Æwi ¦C ©v §e i ³¦wp̈ §e 
:mi «¦wi ¦C ©v i¬¥x §a ¦C s¥N ©qi«¦e mi ½¦g §w ¦R x́¥E ©r§i

f-e:bk zeny

8.  xnel cenlz  ?eixacl oexbipq dyri `ly oiicl oipn x"z.‡wgxz xwy xacnˆl"z  ?eiptl xea cinlz ayi `ly oiicl oipne 
‡wgxz xwy xacnˆ ............. xnel cenlz ?wezyi `ly oipn xiyrl aege iprl zekf d`exe eax iptl ayeiy cinlzl oipnxacn

 ..... wgxz xwyick ilyn eppa`e epxzq`e epxnbiy cr el oizn` xn`i `ly oica drehy eax z` d`exy cinlzl oipn
 l"z  ?iny lr oicd `xwiy..... ‡wgxz xwy xacnˆ 

cr `l` eilr il oi`e ipelt lv` il yi dpn dcan ipi` dpn d`n il oipzep m`y ia dz` rcei eax el xn`y cinlzl oipn
xwyn `w ixewy i`ce `d ?!`wtp ‡wgxz xwy xacnˆ i`d. ‡wgxz xwy xacnˆ xnel cenlz enr sxhvi `ly oipn cg`
`le `niz `le mzd mew dz` `ze il zi` `cdq cg i`ce dil xn`c oebk `l` .‡xwy cr jrxa dprz `lˆ xn` `pngxe

.‡wgxz xwy xacnˆ xn`py meyn xeq` ikd 'it` `xwy jnetn zwtn `l `dc icin
 ‡wgxz xwy xacn‡l micenil b‡i - :l zereay
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9.odl exn` .dceqge d`p dlk :mixne` lld ziae ,`idy zenk dlk :mixne` i`ny zia ?dlkd iptl oicwxn cvik :opax epz
:dxn` dxezde ?!dceqge d`p dlk ,dl mixne` ,`neq e` zxbig dzidy ixd :d"al y"awgxz xwy xacn !

.fi zeaezk

10.'ipzn  mixvn ilerk dfd jxca izi`x `l m` mpew xn` i`ad ixcp )o"xyipi` ciarc ax mr d`xy oeik xn`w `hyewc ... - 
.(b"d ika mifbc

:ck mixcp

C] ‘CHANGING’ THE TRUTH FOR THE SAKE OF PEACE

11. .....Ead̈¡̀ mŸelẌ ©d §e z ¤n¡̀d̈ §e
 hi:g dixkf

12.odl exn` .dceqge d`p dlk :mixne` lld ziae ,`idy zenk dlk :mixne` i`ny zia ?dlkd iptl oicwxn cvik :opax epz
exn` !wgxz xwy xacn (b"k zeny) :dxn` dxezde ?dceqge d`p dlk ,dl 'ixne` ,`neq e` zxbig dzidy ixd :d"al y"a
exn` o`kn ,eipira epgayi :xne` ied ?eipira eppbi e` eipira epgayi ,weyd on rx gwn gwly in ,mkixacl :y"al d"a mdl

.zeixad mr zaxern mc` ly ezrc `dz mlerl :minkg
.fi zeaezk

13.`idy zenk - .dze` oiqlwn dzeaiyge ditei itl
my i"yx

14.- `idy zenk dlk .zeti md m` dicia e` dipira oebk da yiy d`p xaca degayi inp i` .degayi `le ewzyi men da yi m`e
!i`pbl x`yc llkn gayl da yiy dn oixikfnykc ixnbl degayi mixne` d"ae

my zetqez

15.eipira eppbi e` eipira epgayi . `edy lkc yexitwgxz xwy xacn meyn ea oi` mely ikxc iptn.
 .fi zeaezk `‡ahix

16. oerny 'xa xfrl` iax meyn `rli` x"`exzen xn`py ,melyd xaca zepyl mc`l el  (p ziy`xa) Ÿe zŸen i¬¥p §t¦l] d½̈E ¦v Li´¦a ῭
s À¥qŸei§l Ex́ §n Ÿ̀ zÎd «Ÿ M .[x «Ÿ n`¥l :xne` ozp 'x .'ebe devn xn`py ,(a:fh '` l`eny) 'ebe i¦p®̈bẍ£d ©e lE ̀Ẅ r¬©nẄ §e K ½¥l ¥̀ Kí ¥̀  Æl ¥̀En §W x ¤n` ³ŸI ©eiac .

 s`y ,melyd lecb :`pz l`rnyi iaxdpiy `ed jexa yecwd aizk `xwirnc ,ea  (ai:gi ziy`xa),o «¥wf̈ i¦pŸc`«©e aizk seqale ip`e
.izpwf

:dq zenai

17.  .... `fitye`ae ,`ixetae ,zkqna :ediilna epync opax iciar ilin zlz ipda
:bk `rivn `aa

18. rxbe siqede exiagl mc` oia mely `iady e` ..... dfl df oaagl ick .xzen df ixd   
 bi dkld ci wxt dca`e dlfb zekld m"anx

19.mbe ,xenb xwy el didi `ly ot`a eaiydl dvr el yi m` - dfa ielz ,izece` ipelt xac dn el`ey m` aiydl dn oiprle
xenb xwy xnel xzen daeyzl df lawi `l exiagy oian `ed m`e  .eitn xwy `vei `le df ot`a edaiyi ,zelikx didi `l

.melyd iptn
g:` zelikx 'ld miig utg
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20.mely scexe mely ade` oxd` ly eicinlzn ied - ipa ipy d`ex didyk ?mely ade` oxd` did cvik - ozp iaxc zea`a eyxit
jl `hgy lr envr z` dkne hxgzn `ed ji` jxag d`x' el xne`e exag zrcn `ly mdn cg` lkl jled did mihhewzn mc`

.df z` df miwypn eid dfa df mirbet eidyk jk jezne .'el legnzy jil` `a`y il xn` `ede
 ai dpyn ` wxt zea` zkqn `xephxan dicaer 'x

21.:`tw ,oiekzna mzvw silgne rny xy` mixacd xetqa xwynd - iriaxd wlgd cqtd `le eixwya zlrez el oi`e
ezleflilal edad`i ik ,eper cakie ,xwyd zad`e eipt fra eypr c`n lecb ..... wcv xacn xwy ezad`n ehtyn dk la` ,

 ...... .zlrezmelye daeh zyixce zevn miiwl edexizd wlgd dfe 
 b xry dpei epiaxl daeyz ixry xtq

D] ‘CHEATING’ THE CHEATER!

22.i®̈l ¥̀  Ÿ §x©A ¦C x¬¤W£̀ «©M i ¦zi ¾¦Ur̈ L ½¤xŸk §A éÜ ¥r Æi ¦kŸp «̀̈  ei À¦a ῭ Îl ¤̀  aŸ ¹w£r«©i x ¤n Ÿ̧̀ I ©e hi :i«¦p §A d̈Y ©̀  i¬¦n i¦P ½¤P ¦d x ¤n Ÿ̀́I ©e i®¦a ῭  x ¤n Ÿ̀́I ©e ei¦a ῭ Îl ¤̀  Ÿ̀¬aÏ ©e gi
.L«¤W §t©p i¦P¬©k£x«̈a §Y xE a£r«©A i ½¦ci¥S ¦n Ædl̈ §k ῭ §e d À̈a §W `́p̈ÎmEw

hi-gi:fk ziy`xa

23.- jxeka eyr ikp` .jxeka `ed eyre ,jl `iand ikp`
hi: fk ziy`xa i"yx

24. aizk xn` .milyexia migqt lik`e wilq dedc d`nx` `edd(bn:ai zeny)  ,Ÿe «A l ©k`¬ŸiÎ Ÿ̀ l ẍk¥pÎo ¤AÎlM̈(gn:ai zeny)l¥xr̈Îlk̈[ §e] 
 .Ÿe «A l ©k`¬ŸiÎ`«Ÿlik .`l - dil xn` ?dil`n jl etq `w in - `xiza oa dcedi iax dil xn` !ixtey ixteyn `plik`w `d `p`e

- dil exn` !`wlq deabl dil` - dil exn` .il etq dil`n - edl xn` wilq ik .dil`n il etq edl `ni` mzdl zwlq
`ed d`nx`c edegky`e dixza ewca ?onwc i`d i`n - exn` .`xiza oa dcedi iax - edl xn` ?ikd jl xn` o`n

!milyexia dqext jzcevne oiaivpa z`c `xiza oa dcedi 'x jl mly - `xiza oa dcedi iaxl dil egly .edelhwe
:b migqt

25. .jlnd zia ly opi`y it lr s` jlnd zia ly ody dnexz dpi`y it lr s` dnexz `idy oiqkenle oinxgle oibxdl oixcep
 c dpyn b wxt mixcp zkqn dpyn

26.lk dilr exqzi` exq`i xn`c oeik .jlnd zia ly opi` m` ilr mlerd zexit exq`i xne`a ax xn` mxnr x"` ?xcp ikid
ol `xiaqc b"r`e .mzq eiztya `ivene meid eala xne`a !qken dipin lawn `l meid xn`c i` .'meid' xne`a !`nlr ixit

.ip`y oiqpe` iabl mixac opi` alay mixac
.gk mixcp

27.ipznorhn e` odilr xkey mc` my oi`y mewn - oda exfge ca`y xac lke ........ df z` df erhde oipne`d z` xkeyd '
` dpyn e wxt `rivn `aa zkqn dpyn

28..mizy elhe e`a mkl izvvw rlq odl xne` ?orhn cvik
 :er `rivn `aa

29..fef miz`n jl ozzy n"r dl uelg ..... dil xn` .iia`c dinwl `z` .dl oebd oi`y mai iptl dltp `tt axc deng za
dzide oixeq`d zian gxea didy ixd `ipz `l in .dil dcar ja ip` dhyn dil xn` .dil ad lif dl xn` dl ulgc xzal

.exky `l` el oi` ipxiarde xpic leh dil xn`e eiptl `xarn
:ew zenai
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30.....eig`n xzei dkxal ie`x `ed ik awri  did rcei ik .dniz ef oi`e !xwy xac miwel` `xie wicv didy awri ji` midnz yi
ixaec df xeara e`xwp `le `id izeg` mdizeyp lr exn` wgvie mdxa` oke .....wicvl i`pb opi` dl`k zenewna mixacd silgde

.xwy xaec df xeara did `l exac dpiy m` eia` zkxa lawl aewri oke ....xwy
my w‡cx

31.dz` rcei' el mile`y m` oebk .xwyiy dnn xzei aeh `ed xwyl `ly zeyrl lkei m` ,zepyl minkg exizidy el` lkae
.xzei aeh `ed xwyi `ly oipra l`eyd wlql lkei m`e .'?!rcei ip`y xaeq dz` ike' - aiyi '?zipelt `zkqn

a‡k xry seq miwicv zegxe`

E] HUMAN AND DIVINE TRUTH - SOME HASHKAFIC PERSPECTIVES

32.i`c ,diny ineiah ax dl ixn`e ,diny zeah axe opaxn `edd il xn` ,`nlra `hyew `kil `pin` ded yixn :`ax xn`
ipyn eed `le ,diny `hyewe `xz` `eddl irlwi` `cg `pnif .dixeaica ipyn ded `l `nlrc illg lk dil iadi eed
`azi ded cg `nei .dpin oipa oizxz il eede oedpin `zzi` iaiqp .dipnif `la mzdn yipi` ziin ded `le ,ediixeaica
oizxz dil eaiky .`kd `zil - dl xn` !`rx` gxe` e`l :xaq .`yc` `txh dzaaiy i`z` .`yix `tiig `we edziac
,oixz`n wet ,jpin `zehna - dil exn` .dyrn ded ikd - edl xn` ?!i`d i`n - dil exn` ,dinwl `xz`c iypi` ez` .oipa

.iypi` jpda `pzen eda ixbz `le
:fv oixcdpq

33.mixne` mdn .zexeag zexeage ,mizik mizik zxyd ik`ln eyrp ,oey`xd mc` z` z`xal d"awd `ay drya oeniq x"`
 c"dd .`xai mixne` mdne `xai l`(`i:dt mildz) .Ew «̈Wp̈ mŸélẄ §e w ¤c¤v EW®̈B §t ¦p z¬¤n¡̀ ¤eÎc ¤q«¤glneb `edy `xai - xne` cqg 

dilekc `xai l` - xne` mely ,zewcv dyer `edy `xai - xne` wcv .mixwy eleky `xai l` - xne` zn`e ,micqg
c"dd ux`l ekilyde zn` lhp ?d"awd dyr dn .dhhw (ai:g l`ipc)   .dv̈ §x ½©̀ Æ z ¤n¡̀ K³¥l §W ©z §e- d"awd iptl zxyd ik`ln exn`

 aizkc `ed `cd ,ux`d on zn` dlrz ?jly diiqkihl` qiqkz dfan dz` dn !minlerd oeax (ai:dt mildz)u¤x´¤̀ ¥n z ¤n †¡̀
g®̈n §v ¦Y

 oeniq x"` d d"c g dyxt dax ziy`xa

34.

ai:fk ziy`xa ,iwvpinw awri 'x - awril zn`
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35. '`py `xwiy dixenb`l iz`c meyn dil aidi `le icin jl `paidic `wepil yipi` `nil `l `xif x"`exac mpeyl ecnl
xwy

:en dkeq

The 3 major principles of xwye zn`:-

1. It’s the message that matters - technically true but misleading = SHEKER
technically untrue but not misleading = EMET

2. melyd iptn zepyl xzen - personal hatred and machloket is a SHEKER, so ‘lying’ to bring shalom is EMET
3. You can lie to stop the cheater - but only IF  you know you are 100% correct
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