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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

SERIES 2: 32 - ZECHER LEMIKDASH & ZECHER LECHURBAN
OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2022

* The loss of the Beit Mikdash left a gaping hole at the heart of the Jewish nation. Chazal realized that it was essential for us to retain a
consciousness of that loss in our lives and created two new areas of rabbinic law - Zecher LeMikdash and Zecher LeChurban.

* This week and next week be’H we will examine some of the practical elements of those ideas, including the complex factors involved
in listening to music.

A] ZECHER LEMIKDASH

* R. Yochanan ben Zakai was one of the main institutors of Zecher LeMikdash. He lived through the Churban and had the task of
rebuilding and strengthening Torah after the tragedy.
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The Mishna mentions one famous example - that we take the 4 Minim on Succot all 7 days, and not just on the first day as
the Torah requires. This is to remember that the mitzva in the Temple was all 7 days.
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Chazal learnt the concept of Zecher LeMikdash from Yirmiyahu, who laments that no one was seeking out - doresh - Zion
during the exile. Thus, Chazal instituted that we must find ways in our daily life to seek out Zion!
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Yirmiyahu was echoing a verse in the Torah that instructs us to actively seek out [drash] the Shechina in the Temple.
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Rav Kook explains that the purpose of Zecher LeMikdash is to keep alive our learning of the mitzvot of the Mikdash,
which itself will ignite a yearning to again do them. This can then be instrumental in our actual redemption!

 Mitzvot derabbanan/minhagim which were introduced by Chazal as Zecher LeMikdash - to long for the Mikdash - include:
(i) taking the 4 Minim all 7 days.

(i) arava on Hoshana Rabba? (see below).

(iii) lighting Chanuka candles in our home.

(iv) reading Parashat Shekalim just before or on Rosh Chodesh Adar.

1. SeferHaChinuch Mitzva 105.
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(v) eating Maror on Seder night.2

(vi) eating the ‘Hillel Sandwich’ on Seder night - zecher lemikdash KeHilleF.

(vii) eating the afikoman at the end of the Seder in place of the korban Pesach.*

(viii) having 2 cooked foods on the table on Seder night - zecher to the korban Pesach and korban Chagiga.

(ix) counting Sefirat HaOmer today when there is no korban Omer.5

» Some halachot were introduced because of ‘meheira yibane hamikdash’ - the Temple may be built suddenly.

(x) not to purposely make a blemish [mum] on an animal in case korbonot are quickly needed if the Temple is rebuilt. Because of this,
we do not lead animals through a gate one by one so as not to be obligated to take Ma’aser Beheima. This is in order to avoid the
presence of korbanot which people may not treat properly. We act this way rather than placing a blemish on all of our animals.®

(xi) are Cohanim allowed to drink wine today? Maybe the Temple will be built quickly and they will be needed for the Avoda!

The Gemara discusses whether a Cohen is permitted to drink wine. Maybe the Temple will be rebuilt and he will be called on to serve!
If the Cohen does not know which weekly mishmar or daily beit av he is from then, in principle, he could be from any of them and could
called immediately. The Gemara quotes a dispute between the Rabbanan and Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi. The Rabbanan rule that the
Cohen CANNOT drink wine today.
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Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi rules that ‘takanato kalkalato’ - he is saved by his own problem! Since he does not know his
mishmar/beit av (and should not drink wine) he will not actually be called to serve until this is worked out. Abaye states
that Cohanim today rely on the psak of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi
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The Rambam and Ravad rule like Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi. Cohanim are allowed to drink wine today since we are not
concerned that they will be rushed into a rebuilt Temple!
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R. Yitzchak Zilberstein raises this issue and points out that other Rishonim (such as Rabbeinu Chananel) rule like the
Rabbanan in this machloket. According to that view, Cohanim are NOT permitted to drink wine today (except presumably
on Shabbat). However, we rely on the view of R. Yehuda HaNasi since this would be a gezeira that the public cannot
accep';. But we see from here that, in principle, we ARE concerned about ‘meheira yibane hamikdash’, even on this
issue!

* Later minhagim which were introduced by Jewish communities as Zecher LeMikdash include:
(xii) walking around the bima for Hoshanot on Succot and 7 times on Hoshana Rabbag.
(xiii) selling aravot in shul on Hoshana Rabba morning.

Shulchan Aruch HaRav 475.

Pesachim 116a

See Machzor Vitri Hilchot Pesach siman 95 s.v. ma nishtana (p 285) who identifies this as Zecher LeMikdash.

Menachot 66a. Some poskim (such as the Rambam) rule that Sefirat HaOmer today remains a Torah mitzva.

Bechorot 53b.

The context of the question to Rav Zilberstein was as follows. A could not walk and was in line to receive an operation on his knees which would enable him to walk. He asked to be
moved ahead in priority for the operation before B who was in pain because of his knees, but could walk and was waiting for an operation to ease the pain. A, who couldn’t walk,
claimed that he should be given priority is order to enable him to walk to the Temple on the upcoming Chag since ‘mehera yibane haMikdash’. He claimed that B, who could already
walk albeit with pain, did not need the operation as quickly. Rav Zilberstein agreed that, if B was prepared to give up his priority, this would indeed be a fulfillment of the mitzva of
‘zipita  leyeshua  since he really believed the Temple would be rebuilt quickly - ‘mehera yibane haMikdash’. See also
https://dafyomi.co.il/discuss_daf.php?gid=10&sid=20&daf=17&n=2

8. Siddur Rav Saadia Gaon p 228; Teshuvot HaGeonim, Shaarei Teshuva 31.
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Tiny details of our minhagim can reflect Zecher LeMikdash, such as the gabbai arranging for special aravot to be
available for sale in shul on Hoshana Rabba morning, just like they would do in the Temple!

(xiv) lighting candles in shul on Chanuka?® and the location of the chanukia (south) and the direction of lighting.

(xv) reciting Pitum HaKetoret.®0

(xvi) giving half shekel in shul before Purim. 11

(xvii) singing Hallel in shul on Seder night - zecher to Hallel during the shechita of korban Pesach.?

(xviii) wearing a kittel at Seder - zecher to the special fahorclothing worn when eating korban Pesach.®3

(xix) eating milky and then meaty food on Shavuot night - zecher to the two loaves - Shtei HaLechem - on Shavuot.
(xx) celebrating simchat beit hasho’eva on Chol Hamoed Succot.

(xxi) reading kol habechor on 2nd day chag in chu’l - zecher to bringing personal korbanot on Chag. !5

(xxii) not looking at Cohanim during bircat cohanim.1¢

(xxiii) zecher lehakhel?
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The institutions of Zecher LeMikdash are designed to bring us closer to the rebuilt Mikdash. At that stage the original
halacha can be restored.

B] LIMITS TO ZECHER LEMIKDASH
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The Gemara asks why we do not also take the arava all 7 days on Succot to remember the Mikdash where they did this.
It answers that the special mitzva of arava did not have application outside the Temple, so Zecher LeMikdash is not
appropriate. It relates only to mitzvot that the people are familiar with, and can now do in a special way ‘Zecher
LeMikdash’.
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Rashi, however, points out that we DO take the Arava one day - on Hoshana Rabba. This is also based on what the
Gemara calls minhag Nevi’im, but Rashi appears to connect it here to Zecher LeMikdash.
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Chazal were also concerned to identify the limits of Zecher LeMikdash. The Tosefta in Yoma explains how the Cohen
Gadol was kept awake the entire night of Yom Kippur to ensure that he did not fall asleep and inadvertently become
tamei through a seminal emission. Some maintained this minhag later in chu’l, but this was misguided and they sinned.

9. SeeR. Peretzon Smak Mitzva 280, who identifies this as Zecher LeMikdash.

10. Siddur Rav Amram Gaon, Siyum Hatefila s.v. ‘ube’erev leachar’.

11. Sefer HaChinuch Mitzva 105.

12. Sefer Hamichtam on Pesachim 116b.

13. Imrei Shefer - commentary of Netziv on Haggada.

14. Rema 0C 494.

15. Tosafot Yom Tov to Mishna Megila 3:5.

16. Magen Avraham 128:35.

17. First proposed by the Aderet in the early 20th Century and first marked in 1945. Rav Kook writes (Chazon Hageula p 136) that is appropriate to institute new Zecher LeMikdash
minhagim for Eretz Yisrael, now that we have returned to the Land.
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The Gemara explains why the minhag to stay up all night on Yom Kippur backfired®. It turned into a major social party
night which descended into sexual liaisons between the youth!™
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Not every minhag is good and Tosafot point out that minhag spelt backwards is Gehenom! We need to check that
minhagim do not have negative consequences which are in fact against halacha!

C] ZECHER LECHURBAN

99% - VY AT PV NTIVD PDY DD DTN NYIY .BIVIPY 95t - VN 72T MY TDA I DD DTN TO ... 15.
e DOVIDY DT - VYD T2T NP NVIWIN DD NYN NYIY .DDWYD

2 999 (99259) NIN2 N1 NOON NNODN
* Chazal instituted various halachic practices Zecher LeChurban. These basically fall into 4 categories:-

(i) The 4 fasts of the year - Tzom Gedalia, 10 Tevet, 17 Tammuz, 9 Av - and the mourning period of the 9 days in Av (extended by
Ashkenazi minhag to the 3 weeks).

(ii) Restrictions on music® all year round.2

(iii) Tearing kriya on seeing the churban in Eretz Yisrael/Yerushalayim and making appropriate berachot.

(iv) Certain restrictions on simcha in life - see below.
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Chazal seek to set the appropriate parameters of mourning for the Mikdash. The most important principle emerging
from this source is that Zecher LeChurban is a balance - ensuring that people do not forget the galut, whilst at the same
time not imposing restrictions that the people will not be able to cope with.

18. There is a minhag to stay up all night in shul on Leil Yom Kippur, but this is dedicated to prayer and contemplation - Shulchan Aruch 0C 619:6.

19. This could be one of the sources for those concerned that, due to the social mixing, the minhag of tashlich on Rosh Hashana causes more problems than it solves!

20. For 2 more detailed shiurim on music in halacha see http://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Music-and-Sefira-Part-1.pdf  and
http://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Music-and-Sefira-Part-2.pdf. Audio shiurim are on https://rabbimanning.com/index.php/audio-shiurim/cji/

21. Mishna Sota 9:11, Sota 48a, Gitin 7a, Yerushalmi Sota Chap 9 and Megilla 3:2, Sanhedrin 101a.
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* The expression ‘Zecher LeChurban’ appears frequently in later Rabbinic writings, but not in Chazal. There, the phrase is ‘Zecher
LeYerushalayim’.
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that the practical prohibitions in halacha based on Zecher LeChurban are®:
- not living in palatial homes.

- leaving a square Ama when we redecorate.

- ameal should always have something missing.

- awoman should never wear all her jewelry.

- customs of mourning at a wedding - breaking a glass®, ashes on the chatan’s head* etc.

- not listening to music in certain situations - see next week.

- bride and groom not wearing certain types of crowns at the wedding®.

- not laughing too much!
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One of the first halachot in Shulchan Aruch is that we should be disturbed and worried (all year around) about the
destruction of the Temple and the exile of the Jewish people.
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There are many other halachot/minhagim apart from these eg relating to the 3 weeks and fast days. Note also the custom to eat eggs at the start of the meal on Seder night - since
9 Avis on the same weekday. (Rema 0C 476:2).
See https://jewishaction.com/religion/jewish-law/whats-the-truth-about-breaking-a-glass-at-a-wedding/ for a comprehensive article by Rabbi Avi Zivitofsky on the custom of
breaking a glass at a wedding. The origins of the this practice are in the Gemara (Berachot 30b-31a) where two Amoraim broke expensive glass objects at a wedding to temper the
mood. However, the context in these cases was not actually zecher lechurban, but to prevent excessive levity which could lead to inappropriate behavior and introduce a sense of
gilu bera’ada. Only during the time of the Rishonim did the custom of breaking a glass at the wedding become linked to zecher lechurban. R. Shlomo Zalman Auerbach reportedly
believed that, in a similar vein, this had also been the motivation behind the decree made in Yerushalayim about 150 years ago not to use instruments at Jerusalem weddings other
than a drum (Hanoch Teller, And from Jerusalem His Word: Stories and Insights of Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, zt"| [New York, 1995], 354-356). He said the ruling regarding
musical instruments was not because of zecher lechurban, but rather to contain inappropriate behavior at weddings. R. Zivitofsky quotes many old minhagim which are very
different to ours, such as using a pottery cup to break, breaking the glass which was used for the berachot under the chuppa, the chatan throwing it on the floor or against a wall, or
throwing it down when full of wine!
This was originally an Ashkenazi and Yemenite practice. There was a Sefardi practice to place a crown of olive leaves on the head of the chatan because of the bitterness of olives.
Rav Soloveitchik understood that this was one of the origins of the custom for the chatan and kalla not to where jewelry at the wedding, since we are not sure what exactly these
‘crowns’ looked like. (Nefesh HaRav p256 but see Pitchei Teshuva EH 65:4 concerning ‘standard’ jewelry.
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The Ateret Zekeinim® gives a number of practical suggestions as to how to really internalize this sense of mourning for
the Churban: (i) tikun chatzot then learning all night; (ii) tikun chatzot then davening netz; (iii) being first into shul in
the morning; (iv) accepting on oneself before tefilla the mitzva of Ahavat Re’im; (v) truly empathizing with and davening
for other Jews in their times of trouble and seeing the Jewish people as one composite body.
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Tehillim tells us that, once we have returned in the redemption, THEN our mouths will be filled with laughter - sechok.
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The Aruch HaShulchan clarifies that we do not need to be miserable! Personal laughter on occasion is not a problem.
The issue is extended laughter with other people.
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The warning against excessive laughter and sechok applies, at least according to some poskim, even at a chatuna!”
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The mefarshim debate whether a trip to the circus is permitted or not!
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The Kaf Hachaim clarifies that this is not a limit on personal happiness. So too, simcha shel mitzva and the simcha of
learning Torah is permitted, since that is simcha of the heart. The only concern is superficial laughter and merriment in
abundance. However, once we merit a geula sheleima then this we will once again be permitted to fill our mouths with
laughter when celebrating simcha shel mitzva® ....
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26. Rabbi Menachem Mendel Auerbach, 17th century Vienna. He studied in Cracow under Rabbi Yoel Sirkis, author of the Bach.

27. The Mishna Berura 660:20 cites the Taz without the tzarich jyun of the Eliya Rabba.

28. From the Greek word Ainigos meaning a hunter of animals.

29. See earlierin Kaf Hachayim ibid. However, even when we merit full redemption it will still not be permitted to engage in simcha shel holelut- empty celebration!
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