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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN

CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY
SERIES 2: 21 - GOING ONTO HAR HABAYIT - PART 1
OU ISRAEL CENTER - SPRING 2022

• During Pesach 2022 a record 4,625 Jewish visitors entered Temple Mount!
• As we have seen, this has become one of the central issues of conflicts between Arabs and Jews over the last few years1.
• A growing population within the Religious Zionist community has become focused on the issue of Har Habayit as the new frontier of
Religious Zionism, while others within that community remain completely opposed.
• The issue of freedom of worship for non-Moslems on Temple Mount has also become more mainstream in the wider Israeli
population.
• A growing number of religious Jews from outside the Religious Zionist community are now going onto Har Habayit
A] GENERAL ISSUES ARISING
• The Temple - its location and the status of that area today
• Tuma - the permissibility of entering Har Habayit and the Temple area whilst in a state of impurity
• Moreh Mikdash - permitted behavior on Har Habayit
• Hashkafa - the appropriateness of pushing the Jewish presence on Har Habayit and ultimate rebuilding of the Temple
• Politics - Temple Mount as part of the Israeli-Arab conflict

B] MOUNT MORIA

---------------- First Temple Period Wall
__________ Current Old City Wall
1. See Arab League urges Israel to stop Jewish prayers at Al-Aqsa mosque - https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-704803 (April 21 2022) and Temple Mount closed to Jews
'until further notice,' says site administrator - https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-704919 (April 24 2022).
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Mount Moria is located between two hills - Mount Zion to the south-west and the Mount of Olives to the East. It is the site of the First
and Second Temples.
In the Midrashim, Har Hamoria is identified as :• The place from which Adam Harishon was created.
• The site of the korbanot of Adam, Cain and Noach.
• The place where Yitzchak and Rivka prayed for children.
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a:ak ziy`xa

In the Tanach itself, Eretz Hamoria is first seen as the place that Avraham Avinu carried out the Akeida.
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¨ r© ci¦ec̈ `Ÿa¬ Ï©e `k :miH«¦ g¦ W¬C̈ o¨px§`¨ e§ mi®¦`A§ g© z§ n¦ FO r¦ ei²p̈Ä zr¯©
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2.

`:ak-gi:`k ‡` minid ixac

David Hamelech was directed through Gad to establish an altar on the threshing floor of Ornan in Jerusalem. He does
and buys the property from Ornan for a full price. This is a clear parallel to the purchase of Ma’arat Hamachpela by
Avraham.

iqEa§
¦ id© op̈x§`¨ oxŸ¤bA§ cie¦C̈ mFwn§ A¦ oik¦ d¥ xW£̀
¤ Edia¦ `¨ cie¦c̈§l d`¨ x¦§p xW£̀
¤ dÏxFO
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3.

`:b ‡a minid ixac

Shlomo Hamelech then builds the Temple on this site which is Har Hamoriah.

zene` oi`y zenewn dylyn cg` df oeniq xa ocei x"` ,dhiyw d`na 'ebe eld` my dhp xy` dcyd zwlg z` owie
zxrn ,sqei ly ezxeawe ,ycwnd ziae ,dltknd zxrn ,od el`e mkcia od milefb xnel l`xyi z` zepedl oileki mlerd
cec ozie (`k ` minid ixac) aizkc ycwnd zia .oextrl mdxa` lewyie oextr l` mdxa` rnyie (bk ziy`xa) aizkc ,dltknd
mky dpw awri ,dcyd zwlg z` owie (bl ziy`xa) sqei ly ezxeawe ,'ebe mewna opx`l

4.

f:hr dyxt dax ziy`xa

The Midrash connects three places in Eretz Yisrael which our forefathers bought for a very high price - Avraham bought
the Cave of Machpela in Chevron, Ya’akov bought the burial plot of Yosef in Shechem and David bought the site of the
Beit Hamikdash. In these three places at least, say Chazal, the other nations of the world have no legitimate grounds to
dispute our ownership. (Ironically, they are today among the most hotly disputed areas!)

C] HISTORICAL CONTEXT
70 CE
100s
134
135

Temple destroyed by the Romans
Some sacrifices still brought in the Temple ruins?
Bar Kochba in control of Temple Mount - rebuilding project?
Hadrian renames Jerusalem Aelia Capitolina; Temple Mount used for pagan worship

Coin minted by Bar Kochba in
Year 3 of rebellion showing
Temple motif and wording
‘lecherut Yerushalayim’

325
333
360
589
614

Council of Nicea. Constantine builds churches in Jerusalem. Temple Mount abandoned as an icon
The ‘Bordeaux Pilgrim’ account of Temple Mount
Emperor Julian orders the rebuilding of the Temple, soon abandoned
Earthquake in Jerusalem. Byzantine Emperor Valentine calls Jews to rebuild on Temple Mount
Persians invade Jerusalem; some clearance of Temple Mount begins
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Traditional Moslem date of Muhammad’s ‘Night Journey’ from Temple Mount
Byzantines reinvade Jerusalem
Arabs invade Jerusalem
Dome of Rock constructed
Al-Aqsa Mosque constructed
Accounts of a synagogue on Temple Mount?
Jerusalem invaded by the Crusaders. Dome of the Rock became a Church - Templum Domini
Rambam visits Jerusalem (and Temple Mount?)
Jerusalem recaptured by the Moslems. Dome of the Rock restored to Islamic worship
Mamluks take over Jerusalem
Non-Moslems barred from Temple Mount
Ramban visits a devastated Jerusalem
Ottomans take over Jerusalem. Beginning of ‘Old Yishuv’
Edward Prince of Wales first non-Moslem allowed onto Temple Mount for centuries
Beginning of ‘New Yishuv’
British capture Jerusalem.
Jordanians capture Jerusalem
Israelis capture Jerusalem. Jewish access to Temple Mount restored

D] THE HALACHOT OF TUMA AND TAHARA IN THE TEMPLE

`id mirlwd jez ,oziipg zrya my eid zepgn yly - i"yx) :Wtp̈
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5.

a:d xacna

Three categories of impure people were excluded from the camp of Bnei Yisrael in the desert. Metzora’im were excluded
from all 3 camps. Zavim and similar were allowed in the outer camp - the Machane Yisrael - but excluded from the inner
two camps. Tamei Met were allowed in the Machane Yisrael and the Machane Leviya. There were excluded only from
the innermost camp - the Machane Shechina.

ziad xd gzt cre mlyexi gztn .mlyxia eid jk ,l`xyi dpgn diel dpgn dpiky dpgn - zepgn yly xacna eidy myke
... .dpiky dpgn - miptle xpwp xryn .diel dpgn - xepwip xry cre ziad xd gztn .l`xyi dpgn -

6.

ai dkld ` wxt (w"a) milk `ztqez

Those 3 Camps in the desert are parallel to different sections of Yerushalayim. The town of Yerushalayim within the
Walls corresponds to the Machane Yisrael. Har HaBayit corresponds to the Machane Leviya. The Ezrat Yisrael and
further inwards in the Temple complex corresponds to the Machane Shechina.

oi`y dn mgld izye mixekade xnerd dpnn mi`iany dzyecw `id dne zevx`d lkn zycewn l`xyi ux` [1] .... (e)
okezl oiaaqne mirxevnd z` okezn miglyny dpnn zeycewn dneg zetwend zexiir [2] (f) :zevx`d lkn ok mi`ian
xd [4] .ipy xyrne milw miycw my milke`y mdn ycewn dnegd on miptl [3] (g) :eze` oixifgn oi` `vi evxiy cr zn
zn `nhe miakek icaer oi`y epnn ycewn ligd [5] .myl miqpkp zecleie zecp zeafe miaf oi`y epnn ycewn ziad
zycewn l`xyi zxfr [7] .z`hg dilr oiaiig oi`e myl qpkp mei leah oi`y epnn zycewn miyp zxfr [6] .myl miqpkp
myl miqpkp l`xyi oi`y dpnn zycewn mipdkd zxfr [8] .z`hg dilr oiaiige myl qpkp mixetk xqegn oi`y dpnn
y`x irexte oinen ilra oi`y dpnn ycewn gafnle mle`d oia [9] (h) :dtepzl dhigyl dkinql mdikxv zrya `l`
oi`y mdn ycewn miycwd ycw [11] .milbxe mici uegx `ly myl qpkp oi`y epnn ycewn lkidd [10] .myl miqpkp
dceard zrya mixetkd meia lecb odk `l` myl qpkp

7.

h-e:` milk dpyn

The Mishna lists 11 levels of increasing kedusha (i) Eretz Yisrael; (ii) walled cities in Eretz Yisrael; (iii) Jerusalem within
the city walls; (iv) Har Habayit from which Zavim, Zavot, Niddot and Yoladot are excluded; (v) inside the ‘Cheil’ from
which non-Jews and Tamei Met are excluded; (vi) the Ezrat Nashim from which a ‘Tvul Yom’ is excluded; (vii) the Ezrat
Yisrael from which a ‘Mechusar Kappara’ is excluded; (viii) the Ezrat Kohanim from which all but the Kohanim are
usually excluded; (ix) between the Altar and the Ulam into which only certain Kohanim may enter; (x) the Heichal into
which all Kohanim entering must have washed their hands and feet; (xi) the Kodesh Kedoshim into which only the Kohen
Gadol was allowed on Yom Kippur.

`nh ycwnl `ade ......... dxeza zezixk yye miyly

8.

` dpyn ` wxt zezixk zkqn dpyn

Entering the Mikdash when tamei is one of the 36 prohibitions for which one is chayav karet.
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zxk aiig myl qpkpy `nhe ,myl qpkp mixetk xqegn oi`y miyp zxfrn zycewn l`xyi zxfr

9.

gi dkld f wxt dxigad zia zekld m"anx

The punishment of karet is applicable for anyone tamei who enters the area of the Ezrat Yisrael or further inwards.

dield dpgna enr enr sqei zenvr z` dyn gwie xn`py ziad xdl qpkdl xzen envr znd elit` zn `nh

10.

c dkld b wxt ycwnd z`ia zekld m"anx

Someone who is tamei met is permitted to enter to the eternal parts of Har Habayit (which parallel the Machane Leviya).

E] THE STRUCTURE OF THE HERODIAN 2ND TEMPLE
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F] THE LOCATION OF TEMPLE ON HAR HABAYIT

axrnd on eherin oetvd on el iyily gxfnd on el ipy mexcd on eaex dn` ze`n yng lr dn` ze`n yng did ziad xd

11.

` dpyn a wxt zecin dpyn

The Mishna is explicit that Har Habayit was 500 x 500 amot. There are various opinions on the size on an ama. These
give us an area for Har Habayit of between approximately 220 x 220 m (48,400m2 ) and 300 x 300 m (90,000 m2).

12.

This hill it was which Solomon, who was the first of our kings, by Divine revelation, encompassed with a wall; it was of excellent
workmanship upwards, and round the top of it… This hill was walled all round, and in compass four stadia (about 185 meters
or 607 feet), [the distance of] each angle containing in length a stadia…
Josephus Antiquities 15:11

Today the Temple Mount is a rectangular trapezoid NOT a square, and its area is approx 300 x 500 m (150,000 m2). This means that
the Temple Mount is at least 66% bigger than the halachic Har Habayit and possibly more than 3 times the size. The actual dimensions
of the Temple Mount are 281 meters at the south, 310 meters at the north, 461 meters at the east and 491 meters at the west.
This is not a surprise as it is well known that Herod increased the Temple area. This means that a large part of what is now the Temple
Mount may be entered without halachic concern. The problem is to identify which part?
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THERE ARE 4 MAIN THEORIES BASED ON ARCHEOLOGICAL, DOCUMENTARY AND SURVEYING EVIDENCE AS TO WHERE THE TEMPLE
WAS LOCATED ON THE MODERN TEMPLE MOUNT

(A) The Central System - that the Rock in the Dome of the Rock2 is in the position of the Mizbeach (Rav Goren)

This would place the approximate position of Har
Habayit as follows:-

(B) The Middle System - that the Rock in the Dome of the Rock is in the position of the Holy of Holies (Radvaz)

This would place the approximate position of
Har Habayit as follows:-

+

2. The Al-Sakara Rock, roughly 13 meters by 17 meters (43 feet by 56 feet).
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(C) The Northern System - that the Temple lays to the North of the Dome of the Rock

This would place the approximate position of
Har Habayit as follows:-

(D) The Southern System - that the Temple lays to the South of the Dome of the Rock
This would place the approximate position of
Har Habayit as follows:-

The theory most accepted is the Middle Theory which places the Holy of Holies in the exact place of the Dome of the Rock. Thus a route
around Har Habayit has been devised to avoid all of the potentially problematic areas where the Temple complex could have stood
(according to current theories).
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This view follows the ‘Route of the Radvaz’ and understands
that the Azara is entirely located on the central, raised
platform on which the Dome of the Rock sits. The Cheil
around the Azara is also on the platform. The Ezrat Nashim
is to the east of that platform. They therefore recommend
that Jews stay close to the eastern wall of the Temple
Mount.

Another more conservative route around the edge of the walls of
Temple Mount.

13.

Tourist guide published by the Supreme Muslim Council (the Waqf) of Jerusalem in 1925

The Palestinian leadership now deny, for purely political reasons, that there was ever a Jewish presence on Temple
Mount. This is despite the fact the the official Waqf literature from 100 years ago states that the identity of the Dome of
the Rock as Solomon’s Temple is “beyond dispute”!
• In Part 2 we will be’H look at the central halachic question of whether and why the Temple areas could still be holy today, even
through the Temple has been destroyed. We will also look at the practical preparations that people make before ascending onto
Temple Mount. Finally, we will survey the different rabbinic opinions on this issue today and over the last 75 years.
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