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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

SERIES 2: 8 - MASHIACH & OLAM HABA
PART 1 - MAIMONIDES

OU ISRAEL CENTER - WINTER 2021/22

A] EMUNA, HERESY AND THE RAMBAM’S 13 IKARIM

A1] THE MAIMONIDEAN MEASURE OF HERESY

1. - dnly dpen` mda oin`ie ,mlk zeceqid dl`a mc`d dcei xy`kel`xyi llka qpkp edixd,eilr mgxle ,ead`l miaige ,
rahd zexabzde de`zd zngn zexard on dyry dn dyr elit`e ,deg`de dad`d on epzvwl epzvwn 'd aigy dn lke

  .l`xyi iryetn `ede ,wlg el yie ,eixn itl ypri `ed ixd - rexbd m`elwlwzizeceqid dl`n ceqi mc`l on `vi ixd - 
 xne` `ed eilre ,eca`le e`pyl miaige ,'zerihpa uvew'e 'qexewit`'e 'oin' `xwpe ,xwra xtke ,llkd(`k:hlw milidz)

'eke ®̀̈p §U ¤̀ ' ¬d Li­¤̀ §p ©U §nÎ Ÿ̀e «l£d
zliy wgvi 'x mebxz - (seqa) wlg wxtl manxd zncwd1

The Rambam’s ‘hard-line’ position is set out in the 13 Ikarim in his Commentary on the Mishna.  There he defines who is
to be included in the Jewish community.  Excluded are all those who undermine2 the 13 Ikarim and are thereby heretics.  

A2] THE 12TH IKAR - MASHIACH

2.. Ÿ̀eaï ¤y mŸei lk̈ §a ŸeN d¤k ©g£̀ d¤f lk̈ m ¦r . ©d ¥n §d ©n §z¦i ¤y i ¦t l ©r s ©̀ §e . ©gi ¦yn̈ ©d z ©̀ i ¦a §a dn̈¥l §y dp̈En¡̀ ¤a oi ¦n£̀ ©n i¦p£̀
ai oin`n ip`

3..Ÿen §y K ©xä §z¦i ` ¥xŸeA ©d z ¥̀ ¥n z ¤x ¤g ©̀  dẍŸez ` ¥d §z Ÿ̀l §e z ¤t¤l §g ªn ` ¥d §z Ÿ̀l dẍŸeY ©d z Ÿ̀f ¤y .dn̈¥l §y dp̈En¡̀ ¤a oi ¦n£̀ ©n i¦p£̀
h oin`n ip`

4. - xyr mipyd ceqide - xg`i `le `aiy oin`dl `ede .giynd zeniF ½lÎd ¥M ©g ÆD ©n §d ©n §z ¦iÎm ¦̀(b:a wewag) ,aevw uw el m ©UEi `le .
ezad`e ,ezlecba oin`dle .‡oivw iaygn ly ozrc getzˆ mixn` minkgd .Ÿe`ea onf odn `ivedl ze`xwnd Ey §xŸti `le
xy` dxezd afkn - exac lflfn e` wtq ea lih ¥ny ine .ik`ln cre dynn `iap lk ici lr ea xa ªcy dn itk ,eilr dltzde

e mrla zyxta yexta ea dc̈ ©rimiavp mz`in lke .cegia dnly rxfne ,cecn `l` l`xyil jln oi` ik dfd ceqid llkne .
.ei`iap ixacae 'da xtek z`fd dgtynd xac lr wlegy

oixcdpq dpyn ,wlg ‡tl dncwd - m‡anx3

The essential elements of the 12th Ikar are: (i) confidence that Mashiach will come; (ii) not trying to predict the actual
date of his coming; (iii) appreciating the greatness of Mashiach and the era of Mashiach; (iv) davening for Mashiach; (v)
that a Jewish king cannot be from any family other than that of David and Shlomo4.

1. e'pyzd ,minec` dlrn ,zliy z`ved - dpynl m'anxd zenwd
2. How ‘doubting’ a person need be in order to be considered a heretic is not clear.  Some translations of the 13 Ikarim (written originally in Judeo-Arabic) seem to imply the need for a

serious derogation.  Rav Yitzchak Shilat’s new translation and the standard translation which appears in the Vilna Shas (probably by the mediaeval scholar R. Shmuel Ibn Tibbon)
both use the expression lwlwzp - implying a significant derogation.  However the translation of Rav Kappach (Mossad HaRav 1965) uses the expression wtwti, which seems to
contemplate a far lesser level of ‘doubt’ in order to be considered a heretic.  See also the Rambam’s commentary to Sanhedrin 10:2, which even in the Ibn Tibbon translation uses
different expressions of culpability:-  dpen`d iceqiy pricedelwlwzp mixkfpd lv` ewtzqpe`ad mlerd iign egcp jkitle mzvwa 
Rav Kappach’s full translation of the 12th Ikar is:
dad`d on df lr df epze` 'd devy dn lke eilr lengle ead`l daege ,l`xyi llka qpkp `ed ixd ,zizn` mda ezpen`e elld zeceqid lk mc`l miniiw eidi xy`ke

 .l`xyi iryetn `ede ,wlg el yie eixn lceb itl yprp `ed ixd ,rxd exvi zexabzde eze`z zngn zexiard on zeidl lekiy dn dyr elit`e ,deg`de xy`kewtwtimc` 
zeceqid el`n ceqia'eke `py` 'd ji`pyn `ld xne` `ed eilre ecinydle ezepyl daege ,zerihpa uvewe qexewit`e oin `xwpe xwira xtke llkd on `vi df ixd 

3. Translation of R. Yitzchak Shilat.
4. Note the possible anti-Christian message here since according to at least some Christian traditions, lineage was traced to King David through his son Natan. 
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A3] THE 9TH IKAR - THE TORAH WILL NOT BE CHANGED

5..Ÿen §y K ©xä §z¦i ` ¥xŸeA ©d z ¥̀ ¥n z ¤x ¤g ©̀  dẍŸez ` ¥d §z Ÿ̀l §e z ¤t¤l §g ªn ` ¥d §z Ÿ̀l dẍŸeY ©d z Ÿ̀f ¤y .dn̈¥l §y dp̈En¡̀ ¤a oi ¦n£̀ ©n i¦p£̀
h oin`n ip`

6.- iriyzd ceqiedpnn rxbi `le da s ¥qŸez¦i `le ,dzlef 'd z`n dxez `eaz `le ,l ©h ªaz `l dyn zxez z`fy `ede .lehad 
 xn` ,yexita `le aezka `l(`:bi mixac) ... EP «¤O ¦n r ­©x §b ¦z ¬̀Ÿ l §e ei ½̈lr̈ s´¥qŸ zÎ Ÿ̀l

oixcdpq dpyn ,wlg ‡tl dncwd - m‡anx
The 9th Ikar is that the Torah will NEVER be changed or switched by God to a different Torah.

B] THE MESSIANIC ERA -vs- OLAM HABA

7. x ©n¡̀¤P ¤W `Ä ©d ml̈Ÿerd̈ i¥I ©g§l dË ©̀ §z ¦d §e c ¦eC̈ D ©nM̈ dÖ ©k §e(bi fk milidz) mi ¦I ©g u ¤x ¤̀ §A 'd aEh §A zŸe` §x¦l i ¦Y §p ©n¡̀ ¤d `¥lElEpEri ¦cŸed xä §M .
KExÄ WŸecT̈ ©d ῭N ¤̀  Dn̈ §v ©r §e Dï §tï §e Dl̈ §cB̈ ©r ¥cŸei oi ¥̀ §e Dï §x ªA l ©r Db̈i ¦V ©d§l mc̈ ῭ Ä ©gŸM oi ¥̀  `Ä ©d ml̈Ÿerd̈ z ©aŸeH ¤W mi¦pŸeW` ¦xd̈ mi ¦nk̈£g ©d
©gi ¦WÖ ©d zŸeni¦l l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i o ¤dÄ oi¦p¡d¤P ¤X sEB ©A ¤W mi ¦xä §c¦l ῭N ¤̀  op̈i ¥̀  l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i§l mi ¦̀ i ¦a§P ©d m ¤dÄ mi ¦̀ §A©p §z ¦O ¤W zŸeaŸeH ©d lM̈ ¤W §e .ŸeC ©a§l `Ed

 .l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i§l dl̈Ẅ §n ¤O ©d aEWŸ ¤W o ©n §f ¦A
 x ©n ῭  Edï §r ©W§I ¤W `Ed .oŸei §n ¦C ©A Dz̈Ÿe` Ez£g §t¦i Ÿ̀N ¤W i ¥c §M mi ¦̀ i ¦a§P ©d d̈EO ¦C Ÿ̀l §e oŸei §n ¦c §e K ¤x¥r Dl̈ oi ¥̀  `Ä ©d ml̈Ÿerd̈ i¥I ©g z ©aŸeh lä£̀diryi)

(b:cq Ÿel d ¥M ©g §n¦l d ¤U£r ©i L §zl̈Ef mi ¦dŸl ¡̀ dz̈ ῭ẍ Ÿ̀ l o ¦i ©r,mi ¦dŸl¡̀ ῭N ¤̀  Dz̈Ÿe` d ῭ ẍ Ÿ̀l §e `i ¦ap̈ oi ¥r Dz̈Ÿe` dz̈£̀ẍ Ÿ̀N ¤W däŸeH ©d x ©nŸel §M .
Ÿ̀l o¦i ©r `Ä ©d ml̈Ÿerd̈ lä£̀  ©gi ¦WÖ ©d zŸeni¦l ῭N ¤̀  E` §A¦p Ÿ̀l öNªM mi ¦̀ i ¦a§P ©d lM̈ mi ¦nk̈£g Ex §n ῭  .Ÿel d¤M ©g §O ¤W mc̈ ῭ l̈ mi ¦dŸl¡̀d̈ Dz̈Ÿe` dÜr̈

.L §zl̈Ef mi ¦dŸl¡̀ dz̈ ῭ ẍ
f dkld g wxt daeyz zekld m"anx

We have almost no understanding of the nature of Olam Haba.  The prophecies in Tanach refer to Yemot HaMashiach,
which is part of Olam Haze.

8.dl̈i ¦k£̀ Ÿ̀l ŸeA oi ¥̀  zŸeI ¦e §B ŸeA oi ¥̀ §e li ¦̀ Ÿed .z ¥xẌ ©d i¥k£̀ §l ©n §M sEB Ÿ̀l §A c ©a§l ¦A mi ¦wi ¦C ©S ©d zŸeW §t©p ῭N ¤̀  dÏ ¦e §bE sEB ŸeA oi ¥̀  `Ä ©d ml̈Ÿerd̈
zŸetEB©l oi ¦r §x ῭ §O ¤W mi ¦xä §C ©d o ¦n ŸeA xäC̈ r ©x¡̀¤i Ÿ̀l §e .d¤G ©d ml̈ŸerÄ o ¤dl̈ oi ¦ki ¦x §v mc̈ ῭  i¥p §A zŸetEB ¤W mi ¦xä §C ©d lM̈ ¦n xäC̈ Ÿ̀l §e dÏ ¦z §W Ÿ̀l §e

 mi¦pŸeW` ¦xd̈ mi ¦nk̈£g Ex §n ῭  KM̈ .o ¤dÄ `¥vŸeI ©k §e wŸeg §UE a ¤v¤r §e dz̈i ¦nE dp̈ ¥W §e dc̈i ¦n£r©e däi ¦W§i oŸeb §M .d¤G ©d ml̈ŸerÄ(.fi zekxa)`Ä ©d ml̈Ÿerd̈" 
L§l x ¥xÄ §z¦p i ¥x£d ."dp̈i ¦k §X ©d ei ¦G ¦n oi¦p¡d¤p §e o ¤di ¥W`ẍ §A m ¤di ¥zŸex §h ©r §e mi ¦a §WŸei mi ¦wi ¦C ©v ῭N ¤̀  Wi ¦n §W ©Y Ÿ̀l §e dÏ ¦z §W Ÿ̀l §e dl̈i ¦k£̀ Ÿ̀l ŸeA oi ¥̀

Ÿ̀l §A mẄ oi¦iEv §n mi ¦wi ¦C ©S ©d x ©nŸel §M .Ex §n ῭  dc̈i ¦g K ¤x ¤C oi ¦a §WŸei mi ¦wi ¦C ©v Ex §n ῭ ¤W d¤f §e .dÏ ¦z §WE dl̈i ¦k£̀ mẄ oi ¥̀ ¤W i ¦t§l sEB mẄ oi ¥̀ ¤W
`i ¦d §e o ¤dÖ ¦r dïEv §n `Ä ©d ml̈Ÿerd̈ i¥I ©g§l Ekf̈ Dl̈̈l §b ¦A ¤W Er §cÏ ¤W z©r ©C x ©nŸel §M o ¤di ¥W`ẍ §A o ¤di ¥zŸex §h ©r Ex §n ῭ ¤W d¤f o ¥k §e .dr̈i ¦b§i Ÿ̀l §aE ln̈r̈

 dŸnŸl §W x ©n ῭ ¤W oï §p ¦rM̈ o ¤dN̈ ¤W dẍḧ£rd̈(`i:b mixiyd xiy) ŸeO ¦̀  ŸeN dẍ §H ¦r ¤W dẍḧ£rÄ x ¥nŸe` `Ed i ¥x£d©e .(i:dl diryi) l ©r ml̈Ÿer z ©g §n ¦U §e
.mẄ Ÿ̀xei ¦G ¦n oi¦p¡d¤p Ex §n ῭ ¤W d¤f Ed ©nE .dr̈i ¦c§i ©d `i ¦d o`M̈ mi ¦nk̈£g Ex §n ῭ ¤W dẍḧ£r KM̈ .W Ÿ̀xd̈ l ©r ©gEpŸ ¤W i ¥c §M sEB dg̈ §n ¦V ©d oi ¥̀ §e 

.lẗẌ ©d l ¥t ῭ d̈ sEB ©A m ¥d §e mi ¦r §cŸei mp̈i ¥̀ ¤X d ©n `Ed KExÄ WŸecT̈ ©d z ©Y ¦n£̀ ¥n oi ¦bi ¦V ©nE mi ¦r §cŸeI ¤W ?dp̈i ¦k §X ©d
a dkld g wxt daeyz zekld m"anx

For the Rambam, Olam Haba is an entirely spiritual entity with no trace of physicality.  The aspect of us which lives on
in Olam Haba is our conscious mind which we developed when in this world.  In Olam Haba, this mind will be able to
fully grasp God’s essence.

9.lr l"fg zrc did `l iy`x iige !cala zenypl `l` zetebl miznd ziigz oi` xne`y inl miaexw ipira dfd yi`d ixac - `"`
oheytke ornynk zexhrd eidie ,aehl xekf edil` ziebke mik`lnd ziebk ze`ixae zewfg mziieb miyi `xeady xyt` la` ... df

 .lyn didi `le
my ca`xd zebyd

The Ravad rejects this position as contrary to the view of Chazal!  According to him, Olam Haba may be physical, as we
see from the concept of Resurrection - Techiyat Hametim5.  The Ravad envisages that, in the next world, we will indeed
be like the melachim - in the sense that our bodies will be super-strong and healthy like the bodies of the melachim6!  The
crowns on our heads will be literal and physical, not (as the Rambam suggests) a  metaphor for our minds. 

5. As we will see be’H in subsequent shiurim, the Rambam’s own position on Techiyat Hametim is not entirely clear.  In his own lifetime he was accused of taking the view that Techiyat
Hametim refers to ‘life after death’ in the Soul World, rather than the physical resurrection of the dead in this world.  

6. The question of whether a malach can take on physical form is yet another dispute between the rationalists and the mystics.  For the Rambam, a malach can ONLY be seen and
experienced through prophecy.  This leads to his position in the Guide (2:42) which re-reads all interactions with melachim in Tanach as happening in nevua!  This in turn leads to
the response of the Ramban (Bereishit 18:1) that such a position is forbidden to learn or believe!!    
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• The Rambam therefore sees Olam Haba and Yemot HaMashiach as two entirely different concepts, whereas the Ravad conflates
them.
• There is of course a far deeper debate underpinning this dispute. The Rambam, as a rationalist, sees the spiritual world as entirely
transcendent and removed from this physical world.  It is accessible only by intellectual/imaginative connection through prophecy or,
at a lower level, through proper kavana in learning, davening and performing mitzvot. The Ravad, as a mystic7, sees the spiritual and
physical worlds as far more connected.  Creation occurred following a process of God’s emanation through the Sefirot to the point that
Olam Haze is ultimately part of this process of emanation.8

10.:`l` - !yigk ygkn `d - dhnd yinyz `nili` ?i`nc yinyz .yinyze ,yny ,zay :od el` ,`ad mlerd oirn dyly
.miawp yinyz

:fp zekxa
Chazal compare Olam Haba to Shabbat, the radiance of the sun and to the intensity of relief on finding a much needed
bathroom!

11.?zaya lk`i okidn zay axra gxh `ly in ,zaya lk`i zay axra gxhy in
 .b dxf dcear

This world is like the weekdays - for work and achievement.  The next world is like Shabbat - a reality of ‘being’ and not
‘becoming’.  There is no more opportunity for mitzvot in Olam Haba!9

12..oilwxhl qpkzy ick xecfexta jnvr owzd `ad mlerd ipta xecfextl dnec dfd mlerd xne` awri iax 

fh dpyn c wxt zea` zkqn dpyn
Chazal, in Pirkei Avot, compare this world to a dressing room and the next world to the banquet. Proper time and effort
in the dressing room is essential to be prepared for the banquet and everything in the dressing room is there in order to
use and prepare.  But it would be ludicrous to spend the entire time playing with the machines in the dressing room and
never go into the banquet! 

13.gex zxew ly zg` dry dtie `ad mlerd iig lkn dfd mlera miaeh miyrne daeyza zg` dry dti xne` did `ed
 .dfd mlerd iig lkn `ad mlera

fi dpyn c wxt zea` zkqn dpyn
So too, one moment of Olam Haze is more valuable than all of Olam Haba.  But one moment of Olam Haba is more
pleasurable than all the pleasures in Olam Haze. 

C] WHAT IS THE MESSIANIC ERA?

14. `.l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i i ¥g §c¦p u ¥A ©w §nE ,WC̈ §w ¦n d¥pFaE ,dp̈FW` ¦xd̈ dl̈Ẅ §n ¤O ©d Dp̈ §Wï§l ci ¦eC̈ zi ¥A zEk§l ©n xi ¦f §g ©d§lE ,cŸn£r©l ci ¦z£r ©gi ¦WÖ ©d K¤l ¤O ©d
.dẍFY ©A dẍEn£̀d̈ oz̈ë §v ¦n lk̈ §M zFl §aFi §e oi ¦H ¦n §W oi ¦UFr §e ,zFpÄ §xẅ oi ¦ai ¦x §w ©n  :m ¤cŸT ¦n Eid̈ ¤W §M ,ein̈ï §A mi ¦hR̈ §W ¦O ©d lM̈ oi ¦x §fFg §e

i ¥x£d ¤W  :Ep ¥A ©x d ¤WŸn §aE dẍFY ©A ῭l ¥̀  ,x ¥tFM `Ed cä§l ¦A mi ¦̀ i ¦a§p x ῭ §W ¦A Ÿ̀l - Fz ῭ i ¦a§l d¤M ©g §n Epi ¥̀ §W i ¦n F` ,FA oi ¦n£̀ ©n Epi ¥̀ §W i ¦n lk̈ §e
 xn̈¡̀ ¤P ¤W ,eïlr̈ dc̈i ¦r ¥d dẍFY(d-b,l mixac)  d ¥v §w ¦A ,L£g ©C ¦p d¤i §d ¦i-m ¦̀  .... mi ¦O ©rd̈-lM̈ ¦n L §v ¤A ¦w §e ,aẄ §e ;L ¤n£g ¦x §e ,L §zEa §W-z ¤̀ Li ¤dŸl ¡̀ 'd aẄ §e

... Li ¤dŸl ¡̀ 'd L £̀i ¦a¡d ¤e  .L ¤gT̈ ¦i mẌ ¦nE Li ¤dŸl ¡̀ 'd L §v ¤A ©w §i mẌ ¦n m ¦in̈Ẍ ©dmi ¦xä §C ©d lM̈ mi¦l§lFM m ¤d ,dẍFY ©A mi ¦WẍŸt §O ©d mi ¦xä §C ©d EN ¥̀ §e  .
.mi ¦̀ i ¦a§P ©d lM̈ i ¥c§i l ©r Ex §n §̀ ¤P ¤W

` dkld `i wxt mikln zekld m"anx
The Messianic Era for the Rambam involves: (i) restoration of the dynasty of David; (ii) re-building the Temple; (iii) the
ingathering of exiles; (iv) the restoration of the halachic system to its full application. 

7. The Ravad was one of the foundational thinkers of a 12th Century school of kabbala in Provence which then spread through his son R. Isaac the Blind and his grandson R. Asher ben
David.  This school then spread to Catalonia in the 13th Century through R. Azriel of Gerona and the Ramban.

8. In medieval kabbala this leads to a panentheistic position - that this world is, in a sense, ‘contained’ within the reality of God’s broader emanation.  Latter kabbala embraced an even
more immanent perspective of God in this world, with a ‘virtual tzimtzum’ and sparks (nitzotzot) of kedusha embedded and exiled in this world, awaiting activation and redemption
through our mitzvot.     

9. For the Rambam, Olam Haba is of course a reference to the spiritual world of souls.  For the mystics, it includes Yemot HaMashiach. We see here the roots here of broader debate on
whether Torah and mitzvot will apply in the times of Mashiach.
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D] THE NON-MIRACULOUS NATURE OF THE MESSIANIC ERA

15.bmi ¦xä §c ¦A `¤vFI ©k §e ,mi ¦z ¥n d¤I ©g §n F` ,ml̈FrÄ mi ¦xä §C W ¥C ©g §nE ,mi ¦z §tFnE zFzF` zFU£r©l Ki ¦xv̈ , ©gi ¦WÖ ©d K¤l ¤O ©d ¤W KŸ §r ©C l ©r d¤l£r©i l ©̀  
`ä¥fFM o ¤a§N ¤W eïl¥M ` ¥UFp dïd̈ `Ed §e ,dïd̈ dp̈ §W ¦n i ¥n §k ©g ¥n lFcB̈ mk̈g̈ däi ¦w£r i ¦A ¦x i ¥x£d ¤W .o ¥M xäC̈ ©d oi ¥̀  ;mi ¦x §nF` mi ¦W §R ¦H ©d ¤W EN ¥̀
oëi ¥M ;zFpFe£rÄ b ©x §d¤P ¤W c ©r , ©gi ¦WÖ ©d K¤l ¤O ©d `Ed §W FxFC i ¥n §k ©g lk̈ §e `Ed dÖ ¦c §e  . ©gi ¦WÖ ©d K¤l ¤O ©d `Ed §W ,eïlr̈ x ¥nF` dïd̈ `Ed §e ,K¤l ¤O ©d

.z ¥tFn Ÿ̀l §e zF` Ÿ̀l ,mi ¦nk̈£g EP ¤O ¦n El£̀Ẅ Ÿ̀l §e , ©gi ¦Wn̈ Epi ¥̀ §W r ©cFp ,b ©x §d¤P ¤W
Ÿ̀l §e ,o ¤di¥l£r oi ¦ti ¦qFn oi ¥̀ §e ,mi ¦nl̈Fr i ¥n§lFr§lE ,ml̈Fr§l mi¦P ©Y §W ¦n d̈i ¤hR̈ §W ¦nE d̈i ¤T ªg oi ¥̀  z Ÿ̀G ©d dẍFY ©d ¤W :o ¤d dk̈M̈ ,mi ¦xä §C ©d x ©wi ¦r §e
.qFxFwi ¥t£̀ ©e rẄẍ i` ©C©E ©A d¤f i ¥x£d ,oḧEW §R ¦n zFe §v ¦O©N ¤W mi ¦xä §C ©d `i ¦vFd §e dẍFY ©A mi¦pR̈ dN̈ ¦B ¤W F` , ©r ¥xFB F` si ¦qFO ©d lk̈ §e ;o ¤d ¥n oi ¦r §xFB

a dkld `i wxt mikln zekld m"anx

16. `Fbd̈§p ¦n §M ml̈Fr ῭l ¥̀  ;zi ¦W` ¥x §A d ¤U£r ©n §A WEC ¦g mẄ d¤i §d¦i F` ,ml̈FrN̈ ¤W Fbd̈§p ¦O ¦n xäC̈ l ¥hÄ¦i , ©gi ¦WÖ ©d zFni ¦A ¤W a¥N ©d l ©r d¤l£r©i l ©̀  
 xn̈¡̀ ¤P ¤W d¤f §e .K¥lFd(e:`i ediryi) dï §r ©Wi ¦A uÄ §x ¦i i ¦c §B-m ¦r x ¥np̈ §e ,U ¤a ¤M-m ¦r a ¥̀ §f xb̈ §eoi ¦a §WFi l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i Ei §d¦I ¤W - xäC̈ ©d o©i§p ¦r  .dc̈i ¦g §e lẄn̈ ,

 xn̈¡̀ ¤P ¤W ,x ¥np̈ §e a ¥̀ §f ¦A mi¦lEW §O ©d ,ml̈Frd̈ i ¥r §W ¦x m ¦r g ©h¤al̈ (e:d edinxi)m ¤di ¥xr̈-l ©r c ¥wŸW x ¥np̈ m ¥c §cẄ §i zFaẍ£r a ¥̀ §fz ©c§l mN̈ªM Ex §f §g©i §e  .
 xn̈¡̀ ¤P ¤W ,l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i §M z ©g©p §A xŸ ªO ©d xäC̈ El §k Ÿ̀i ῭l ¥̀  ,Ezi ¦g §W©i Ÿ̀l §e ElŸf §b¦i Ÿ̀l §e ,z ¤n¡̀d̈(dk:dq ediryi ;f:`i ediryi) o ¤a ¤Y-l ©k Ÿ̀i xẅÄ ©M ,d¥i §x ©̀ §e .

d ©nE ,lẄn̈ Eid̈ xäC̈ d¤fi ¥̀ §l lŸM©l r ©cË¦i ©gi ¦WÖ ©d K¤l ¤O ©d zFni ¦aE ,m ¤d mi¦lẄ §n , ©gi ¦WÖ ©d o©i§p ¦r §A oi ¦aEz §M ©d mi ¦xä §C ©d EN ¥̀ §A `¤vFI ©M lM̈ o ¥k §e
.o ¤dÄ fEnẍ oï §p ¦r

a....cä§l ¦A zFI ¦k§l ©n cEA §r ¦W ῭l ¥̀  , ©gi ¦WÖ ©d zFni¦l d¤G ©d ml̈Frd̈ oi ¥A oi ¥̀  ,mi ¦nk̈£g Ex §n ῭  
a-` dkld ai wxt mikln zekld m"anx

The Rambam sees Yemot Hamashiach very much as part of this world - a non-miraculous continuation of our current
existence, but ushering in an era of world peace.  He emphasizes in particular that the halachic system will not change.

17.doi¦iEv §n mi¦P ©c£r ©O ©d lk̈ §e ,d¥A §x ©d z©r ©R §W ªn d¤i §d ¦Y däFH ©d ¤W - zEx §g ©z §e d ῭ §p ¦w Ÿ̀l §e dn̈g̈§l ¦n Ÿ̀l §e ar̈ẍ Ÿ̀l mẄ d¤i §d¦i Ÿ̀l on̈ §G ©d FzF` §aE 
.xẗr̈ ¤M

d dkld ai wxt mikln zekld m"anx
The Messianic era will also one in which there is no world hunger.  Taken together with the Rambam’s picture of a
non-miraculous Messianic era, this is a pointed social comment on the cause of poverty and starvation today - not that
there are insufficient resources to go around but that there is an unwillingness to share the resources that we have.

• The Rambam’s insistence on no fundamental changes in nature in the Messianic era is consistent with the 9th Ikar which requires
that the Torah can never change.  A fundamental shift in nature would require a fundamental shift in Torah!10  

18. .oda efnx oipr dne ,lyn did xac df i`l lkl rcei giynd jlnd zeniae ......c"a`xd zbyd dxeza aezk `lde - `"` `xwie)

 (e:eku ¤x½ ῭d̈Îo ¦n Ædr̈ẍ d³̈I©g iº¦Y©A §W ¦d§e?!
 ` dkld ai wxt mikln zekld m"anx

The Ra’avad objects that the Torah itself prophesies the change of animal nature in the Messianic Era, which
presumably (as a verse in the Chumash, rather than Navi) cannot be interpreted as a mashal (or can it?)

19.dẍŸeY i ¥W §O ªg dẌ ¦n£g©M z ¤n¤I ©w `i ¦d i ¥x£d©e x ¥Y §q ¤̀  z©N ¦b §O ¦n uEg ©gi ¦WÖ ©d zŸeni¦l l ¥hÄ¦l oi ¦ci ¦z£r mi ¦aEz §M ©d lk̈ §e mi ¦̀ i ¦a§P ©d i ¥x §t ¦q lM̈
 x ©n¡̀¤P ¤W l ©H ªa§i zŸexS̈ ©d oŸex §k ¦f lM̈ ¤W i ¦R l ©r s ©̀ §e .ml̈Ÿer§l oi¦l ¥h §A op̈i ¥̀ ¤W d ¤R l ©r §A ¤W dẍŸeY l ¤W zŸekl̈£d©k §e(fh:dq diryi) zŸexS̈ ©d Eg §M §W ¦p i ¦M

,i ¦pi ¥r ¥n Ex §Y §q ¦p i ¦k §e zŸepŸeW` ¦xd̈ x ©n¡̀¤P ¤W El §hÄ¦i Ÿ̀l mi ¦xER ©d i ¥n§i (gk:h xzq`) mẍ §k ¦f §e mi ¦cEd §I ©d KŸeY ¦n Ex §a ©r ©i Ÿ̀ l d¤N ¥̀d̈ mi ¦xER ©d i ¥ni ¦e
.mr̈ §x ©G ¦n sEqï Ÿ̀ l  :c"a`xd zbydjk la` .cenl ea oi`y xtq oi`y mixtqd lkn xtq lhai `l ik !df `ed zeheicd xac `"`

.xeava dze` zexwln lhaz `l dlibn mda zexwln mixtq x`y elhai elit` exn`
 gi dkld a wxt dkepge dlibn zekld m"anx

The Rambam does however rule that the books of Nach (but NOT the Torah and mitzvot and with the exception of
Megilat Esther) will be abolished in the times of Mashiach since they will be irrelevant.  Interestingly, the Ravad here
disagrees since he considers that every book of Tanach will be worth study at all time.  But only the Megila will be read
in public.11

10. More critically, the Rambam’s first 3 Ikarim - proving God’s existence, his Unity and his Incorporeality - are based on rational and philosophical constructs which assume existence
in the way that we have always understood it.  If there is to be a seismic shift in the nature of reality, these 3 Ikarim may also be undermined and the Rambam’s proofs for God could
disappear.  For these reasons too, a non-changing reality in the Messianic Era is essential for the Rambam .

11. Is he suggesting that we will no longer read from the Torah in public? This would indeed be a significant change in halacha!
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E] THE PROCESS OF THE MESSIANIC ERA

20.cDÄ K¥li¥l l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i lM̈ sŸkï §e ,d ¤R l ©r §A ¤W §e az̈ §k ¦A ¤W dẍFY i ¦t §M ,ei ¦a ῭  ci ¦ec̈ §M zFe §v ¦O ©A w ¥qFr §e dẍFY ©A d¤bFd ci ¦eC̈ zi ¥A ¦n K¤l ¤n cŸn£r©i m ¦̀ §e 
WC̈ §w ¦n dp̈äE ,eiäi ¦a §Q ¤W zFO ª̀d̈ lM̈ g ©S¦p §e , ©gi¦l §v ¦d §e dÜr̈ m ¦̀   . ©gi ¦Wn̈ `Ed §W z ©w §f ¤g §A d¤f i ¥x£d - 'd zFng̈§l ¦n m ¥gN̈¦i §e ,Dẅ §c ¦A w©G ©g§lE

.i` ©C©E ©A ©gi ¦Wn̈ d¤f i ¥x£d - l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i i ¥g §c¦p u ©A ¦w §e ,FnFw §n ¦A

mi ¦x ¥W §M ©d mi ¦n¥l §X ©d ci ¦eC̈ zi ¥A i ¥k§l ©n lk̈ §M `Ed i ¥x£d©e .dẍFY eïlr̈ dg̈i ¦h §a ¦d ¤W d¤f Epi ¥̀ §W ©rEcÏ ©A ,b ©x §d¤p F` ,dŸM c ©r ©gi¦l §v ¦d Ÿ̀l m ¦̀ §e
 xn̈¡̀ ¤P ¤W ,mi ¦A ©x FA zFQ©p§l ῭l ¥̀  `Ed KExÄ WFcT̈ ©d Fci ¦n §r ¦d Ÿ̀l §e .Ez ¥O ¤W(dl:`i l`iipc d`x) x ¥xä§lE o ¤dÄ sFx §v¦l ,El §WM̈ ¦i mi¦li ¦M §U ©O ©d o ¦nE

c ¥rFO©l cFr i ¦M  ,u ¥w z ¥r «c ©r o ¥A§l©l §e.

 xn̈¡̀ ¤P ¤W ,l`¥I¦pC̈ FA `¥A©p §z¦p xä §M - oi ¦C zi ¥a §A b ©x §d¤p §e , ©gi ¦Wn̈ d¤i §d¦I ¤W dÖ ¦C ¤W i ¦x §vFP ©d ©rEW¥i s ©̀(ci:`i l`iipc)E` §V©P ¦i ,L §O ©r i ¥vi ¦xR̈ i¥p §aE 
ElẄ §k ¦p §e oFfg̈ ci ¦n£r ©d§l.w¥G ©g §nE m ¤di ¥g §c¦p u ¥A ©w §nE ,mr̈i ¦WFnE l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i l ¥̀ FB ©gi ¦WÖ ©d ¤W Ex §A ¦C mi ¦̀ i ¦a§P ©d lM̈ ¤W ?!d¤G ¦n lFcB̈ lFW §k ¦n W¥i i ¦k §e  

©DFl¡̀ cŸa£r©l ml̈Frd̈ aŸx zFr §h ©d§lE ,dẍFY ©d si¦l §g ©d§lE ,ml̈i ¦R §W ©d§lE mz̈i ¦x ¥̀ §W x ©G ©t§lE ,a ¤x ¤g ©A l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i c ©A ©̀ §l m ©xB̈ d¤f §e .oz̈Fe §v ¦n
.'d i ¥cr̈§l ©A ¦n

c dkld `i wxt mikln zekld m"anx

21.a ......... cŸn£r©i ,bFbn̈E bFb z ¤n ¤g§l ¦n m ¤cŸT ¤W §e ;bFbn̈E bFb z ¤n ¤g§l ¦n d¤i §d ¦Y ©gi ¦WÖ ©d zFn§i z©N ¦g §z ¦A ¤W ,mi ¦̀ i ¦a§P ©d i ¥x §a ¦c§N ¤W oḧEW §R ¦n d ¤̀ ẍ¥i
 xn̈¡̀ ¤P ¤W  :mÄ¦l oi ¦kd̈§lE l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i x ©X©i§l l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i§l `i ¦ap̈ (bk:b ik`ln)`i ¦aP̈ ©d dÏ¦l ¥̀ z ¥̀ m ¤kl̈ ©g¥lŸW i ¦kŸ p ῭ d¥P ¦d,xFdḦ ©d ` ¥O ©h§l Ÿ̀l `Ä Epi ¥̀ §e  .

ml̈FrÄ mFlẄ mEUl̈ ῭l ¥̀  ,oi¦lEq §R Ew §f §g ªd ¤W i ¦n xi ¦W §k ©d§l Ÿ̀l §e ,zEx §W ©M z ©w §f ¤g §A m ¤d §W mi ¦Wp̈£̀  lŸq §t¦l Ÿ̀l §e ,` ¥nḦ ©d x ©d ©h§l Ÿ̀l §e
 xn̈¡̀ ¤P ¤W (ck:b ik`ln) mi ¦pÄ l ©r zFa ῭ a¥l ai ¦W ¥d §e.

 o ¤dÄ `¤vFI ©k §e mi ¦xä §C ©d EN ¥̀  lk̈ §e  .EdÏ¦l ¥̀  `Faï ©gi ¦WÖ ©d K¤l ¤O ©d z ©̀ i ¦A m ¤cŸT ¤W mi ¦x §nF` ¤W mi ¦nk̈£g ©d o ¦n W¥i §e,Ei §d¦i K ©̀ i ¥d mc̈ ῭  r ©c¥i Ÿ̀l
Ei §d¦I ¤W c©rKM̈i ¦t§lE .mi ¦wEq §R ©d r ©x §k ¤d i ¦t§l ῭l ¥̀  ,EN ¥̀  mi ¦xä §c ¦A dl̈Ä ©w m ¤dl̈ oi ¥̀  mi ¦nk̈£g ©d m©B  .mi ¦̀ i ¦a§P ©d l ¤v ¥̀  o ¤d mi ¦nEz §q mi ¦xä §C ¤W  .

 mi¦pR̈ lM̈ l ©r §e  .EN ¥̀  mi ¦xä §c ¦A z ¤wŸl §g ©n m ¤dl̈ W¥izC̈©A xẅi ¦r oẅEC §w ¦C Ÿ̀l §e EN ¥̀  mi ¦xä §C z©ië£d xEC ¦q oi ¥̀.

- xẅi ¦r m ¥ni ¦U§i Ÿ̀l §e ;o ¤dÄ `¤vFI ©k §e EN ¥̀  mi¦pï §p ¦r §A mi ¦xEn£̀d̈ zFWẍ §c ¦n i ¥x §a ¦c §A Ki ¦x£̀©i Ÿ̀l §e ,zFcB̈ ©d ©d i ¥x §a ¦c §A mc̈ ῭  w ©Q©r §z¦i Ÿ̀l ml̈Fr§lE
d¤M ©g§i ῭l ¥̀   .'oi ¦S ¦w i ¥a §X ©g §n¦N ¤W oŸ §r ©C ©gEtŸ' mi ¦nk̈£g Ex §n ῭  .oi ¦S ¦T ©d a ©X ©g§i Ÿ̀l o ¥k §e .d ῭ §x¦i i ¥ci¦l Ÿ̀l §e ,dä£d ©̀  i ¥ci¦l Ÿ̀l oi ¦̀ i ¦a §n op̈i ¥̀ §W

.Ep §x ©̀ ¥A ¤W Fn §M xäC̈ ©d l©l §k ¦A oi ¦n£̀©i §e
a dkld ai wxt mikln zekld m"anx

The Rambam rules that we have a outline understanding of the nature of the Messianic process but we have no clear
tradition as to the details.  Indeed, even Chazal were trying to work out the issues from the verses in Tanach, rather than
from a mesora.  As such, we should NOT be focussed on the details - who, how, when - but rather the general concepts.

22.l`xyi ux`a df `diy i`pzae ,y`x edeyriy xnelk ,daiyia yi` zepnl minkgde micinlzd lkn dnkqd didz m`y xeaq ip`e
`l ok xn`z `l m`y itl .dvxiy in z` jk xg` `ed jenqie ,jenq didie daiyid el miiwzz yi`d eze` ixd ,epncwdy enk
exn`a mzaiya 'd gihad xak ixde wtq ila jenq `diy mdn cg` lk jixvy itl .mlerl lecbd oic zia ze`ivn zixyt` `dz

 (fk:` ediryi)d½p̈Ÿ W` ¦́xä§M ÆK¦iÆ ©h§tŸ W däi³¦W ῭ §exaky itl .ygken df ixd ,oikenq mpi`y it lr s`e ,mze` dpni giyndy xn`z `nye .
 df epixtq zncwda epx`iadt lray dxeza `le azkay dxeza `l dpnn rxbi `le dxeza siqei `l giyndyxeaq ip`e .

 xn` eipniqn didi dfe giynd zelbzd iptl aeyz oixcdpqdy(fk:` ediryi)oÀ¥kÎi ¥x£g ©̀ d®̈N¦g §Y©a§M K¦i­©v£rŸi§e d½p̈Ÿ W` ¦́xä§M ÆK¦iÆ ©h§tŸ W däi³¦W ῭ §e 
w ¤c½¤S ©d xi ¦́r ÆK̈l ` ¥x ³̈T¦i .ezxezle 'dl mzweyz lcbze aehd dyrna eaxie mc` ipa zeal 'd xiyki xy`k wtq ila didi dfe .daxzie

giynd `ea iptl mxyi .`xwnd iweqta x`azpy enk 
 b dpyn ` wxt oixcdpq zkqn dpyn lr m"anx

In his commentary on the Mishna, the Rambam describes the process for the re-institution of the Sanhedrin and sees this
as one of the signs of the imminent coming of Mashiach.  Note the Rambam’s insistence on the ascent of man in the
run-up to Mashiach. 

F] ELIYAHU HANAVI

23.xdhle `nhl `a edil` oi`y ipiqn dynl dkld eaxn eaxe eaxn rnyy i`kf oa opgei oaxn ip` laewn ryedi iax xn`
mlera mely zeyrl `l` axwl `le wgxl `l mixne` minkge zwelgnd zeeydl xne` oerny iax .... axwle wgxl

 xn`py (ck-bk:b ik`ln) `i®¦aP̈ ©d d́Ï¦l ¥̀ z­¥̀ m½¤kl̈ ©ǵ¥lŸW [Æi ¦kŸ p «̀̈ ] d³¥P ¦d‡ebea¬¥l §e mi½¦pÄÎl ©r Æ zŸea ῭Îa¥l ai³¦W ¥d §e .` «̈xŸeP ©d §e lŸe ­cB̈ ©d ' ½d mŸeí Ÿ̀e µA iÀ¥p §t¦l 
.m®̈zŸea £̀Îl ©r mi­¦pÄ

 f:g zeiecr zkqn dpyn
Eliyahu’s role is already discussed in the Mishna.  He will not come to pronounce on the personal status of individuals.
Rather, his function is to bring shalom between the generations.
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24.ebe mipa lr zea` al aiyde .'d`xpe .mdipia zwelgn cer didz `ly .mipa al mr zea` al deyi mihtynde miwgd lr xnelk
c xnel oilibx `kdnc ile"wiz oewixhep `id `xnba exn`y z iayi uxzw zeiyee... 'i`w `dz' l"p dzernyny t"r` zeira`

my aeh mei zetqez
Many commentators have understood this to be in a halachic context - to remove machloket from the halachic system.

25..ewizdxdna l`ebd z`ia xg` lkd didi df `d ,wcwcl yi dpey`x dtwydae .zeira`'e zeiye'w uxz'i iay'z zeaiz iy`xd 
zeiyewd `ed uxzi `l dnle ,devnde dxezd epl ozpy epiax dyn cenri `d ,zeira`de zeiyewd edil` uxzi dnle .on` epinia
,ezriiqa epiax dyn did l"f i"yxc ,oilitzd mr mz epiaxe i"yxc `zbeltda zexecd xtqa aezk dpdc ,d`xpe  ?zeira`de

..... .dyecwd dxezda epilky ze`xed itk zexedl epiciae ,dxezd epl ozp xaky el xn`e ,df lr gibyd `l z"xde
`ed mlerd dfa `ede !miiga `edy in ?ezenk dkld wqteiy bdpzdl mlerd df jixv dcn dfi`a ?z`f oigadl leki in dpde
edil` dpde .ea bdpzdl mlerd df jixv dcn dfi`a llk rcei epi` ig epi`y in la` .bdpzdl mlerd df jixv dcn dfi`a rcei

 miiwe ig `ed(.cix b"g w"def ;ai:dk xacna ozpei mebxz)zeiyewd heyti `ed jkle .mlerd dfa cinz `ede dzin mrh mrh `le 
epiciae dxezd epl ozp xaky d"r epiax dynl z"x xn`y dn oaei dfae .bdpzdl mlerd jixv dcn dfi`a rcei `ed ik ,zeira`e

 .zexedl
 mihewil iel zyecw

R. Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev assumes that Mashiach and Techiyat Hametim will occur in the same period.  So why
should Eliyahu be the one to answer the halachic questions and not Moshe Rabbeinu!?  He answers that pask for any
generation must be given by someone who is alive in that generation and understands its issues.  Eliyah is able to do this
since he never died.  Moshe will not be able to achieve this, even if he comes back to life! 

26. dxeza yxetn giynd z`ia riced dyny itl .....minyd dvwa jgcp didi m`,jidl` 'd aye  , jidl` 'd lneoke .dl` zlefe
 mlerd z` eiptl xiyki yi` eiptl `aiye einxebe eiptl mcwiy dna 'd mya mricededil` `edesiqei `l yi`d eze`y mricede .

.dxeza rxbi `le
 f dpyn g wxt zeiecr zkqn dpyn lr m"anx

In his commentary on the Mishna, the Rambam seems confident that Eliyahu will precede Mashiach.

27.,Ei §d¦i K ©̀ i ¥d mc̈ ῭  r ©c¥i Ÿ̀l o ¤dÄ `¤vFI ©k §e mi ¦xä §C ©d EN ¥̀  lk̈ §e  .EdÏ¦l ¥̀  `Faï , ©gi ¦WÖ ©d K¤l ¤O ©d z ©̀ i ¦A m ¤cŸT ¤W mi ¦x §nF` ¤W mi ¦nk̈£g ©d o ¦n W¥i §e
... Ei §d¦I ¤W c ©r

a dkld ai wxt mikln zekld m"anx
Although in his Mishne Torah, he seems to be less unequivocal. 

G] THE PURPOSE OF THE MESSIANIC ERA

28.cmz̈Ÿe` E` §V©p§I ¤W i ¥c §M Ÿ̀l §e .m''EM ©rÄ EC §x¦I ¤W i ¥c §M Ÿ̀l §e .ml̈Ÿerd̈ lM̈ l ©r Eh§l §W¦I ¤W i ¥c §M Ÿ̀l . ©gi ¦WÖ ©d zŸen§i mi ¦̀ i ¦a§P ©d §e mi ¦nk̈£g ©d EE ©̀ §z¦p Ÿ̀l 
i¥I ©g§l EM §f¦I ¤W i ¥c §M .l ¥H ©a §nE U¥bŸep m ¤dl̈ d¤i §d¦i Ÿ̀l §e .Dz̈n̈ §kg̈ §e dẍŸeY ©A oi¦iEp §R Ei §d¦I ¤W i ¥c §M ῭N ¤̀  . ©gŸn §U¦l §e zŸeY §W¦l §e lk¡̀¤l i ¥c §M Ÿ̀l §e .mi ¦O ©rd̈

.däEW §Y zŸek§l ¦d §A Ep §x ©̀ ¥A ¤W Ÿen §M .`Ä ©d ml̈Ÿerd̈
 doi¦iEv §n mi¦P ©c£r ©O ©d lk̈ §e .d¥A §x ©d z©r ©R §W ªn d¤i §d ¦Y däŸeH ©d ¤W .zEx£g ©z §e d ῭ §p ¦w Ÿ̀l §e .dn̈g̈§l ¦n Ÿ̀l §e ar̈ẍ Ÿ̀l mẄ d¤i §d¦i Ÿ̀l o ©n §G ©d ŸezŸe` §aE

mi ¦nEz §Q ©d mi ¦xä §C mi ¦r §cŸei §e mi¦lŸec §B mi ¦nk̈£g l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i Ei §d¦i Kk̈i ¦t§lE .c ©a§l ¦A 'd z ¤̀  z ©r ©c̈l ῭N ¤̀  ml̈Ÿerd̈ lM̈ w ¤q¥r d¤i §d¦i Ÿ̀l §e .xẗr̈ ¤M
 x ©n¡̀¤P ¤W .mc̈ ῭ d̈ ©gŸM i ¦t §M m ῭ §xŸeA z©r ©C Ebi ¦V©i §e(h:`i diryi) .mi ¦Q ©k §n mÏ©l m ¦i ©O ©M 'd z ¤̀ dr̈ ¥C u ¤x ῭d̈ d ῭ §ln̈ i ¦M

d-c dkld ai wxt mikln zekld m"anx

29.ao ¤dl̈ z ©g©P ©n Dp̈i ¥̀ §W dr̈ §W ¦xd̈ zEk§l ©O ¦n EgEpÏ ¤W i ¥c §M , ©gi ¦WÖ ©d K¤l ¤O ©d zFn§i m ¤di ¥n §k ©g §e m ¤di ¥̀ i ¦a§p l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i lM̈ EE ©̀ §z ¦d d¤f i¥p §R ¦nE 
.`Ä ©d ml̈Frd̈ i¥I ©g§l EM §f¦I ¤W i ¥c §M ,dn̈ §kg̈ §A EA §x©i §e ©rFB §x ©n o ¤dl̈ E` §v §n¦i §e ,o¤bŸd ©M zFe §v ¦O ©aE dẍFY ©A wŸq §r©l l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i§l

 xn̈¡̀¤P ¤W - z ¤n¡̀d̈ §e dn̈ §kg̈ ©d §e dr̈ ¥C ©d d¤a §x ¦Y mi ¦nÏ ©d oz̈F` §A ¤W i ¦t§l (h:`i ediryi) 'd-z ¤̀ dr̈ ¥C ,u ¤x ῭d̈ d ῭ §ln̈-i ¦M xn̈¡̀ ¤p §e , (bl,`l edinxi)Ÿ̀ l §e"
ei ¦g ῭-z ¤̀ Wi ¦̀ §e Ed ¥r ¥x-z ¤̀ Wi ¦̀  ,cFr Ec §O©l §i xn̈¡̀ ¤p §e ,  (ek:el l`wfgi)m ¤k §x ©U §A ¦n o ¤a ¤̀d̈ a¥l-z ¤̀ i ¦zŸx ¦q£d ©ecŸn£r©I ¤W K¤l ¤O ©d FzF` ¤W i¥p §R ¦n  .

,'d K ¤x ¤C mz̈F` d ¤xFi §e mr̈d̈ lM̈ c ©O©l§i KM̈i ¦t§lE .Ep ¥A ©x d ¤WŸO ¦n aFxẅ `Ed lFcB̈ `i ¦ap̈ §e ,dŸnŸl §X ¦n x ¥zï d¤i §d¦i dn̈ §kg̈ l ©r ©A ci ¦eC̈ r ©x¤G ¦n
 xn̈¡̀¤P ¤W ,Fr §nẄ§l mi¦iFB ©d lM̈ E`Faï §e(a:a ediryi)  mi ¦xd̈ ¤d W Ÿ̀x §A 'd-zi ¥A x ©d d¤i §d ¦i oFkp̈ mi ¦nÏ ©d zi ¦x£g ©̀ §A dïd̈ §e.

d¤G ©d ml̈Frd̈ `Ed ©gi ¦WÖ ©d zFn§i lä£̀  .`Ä ©d ml̈Frd̈ i¥I ©g `Ed ,oFrẍ¥B Ÿ̀l §e w ¥q §t ¤d Dl̈ oi ¥̀ §W dp̈Fx£g ©̀ d̈ däFH ©d §e FNªM xk̈V̈ ©d sFq §e
῭l ¥̀  ©gi ¦WÖ ©d zFni¦l d¤G ©d ml̈Frd̈ oi ¥A oi ¥̀  ,mi¦pFW` ¦xd̈ mi ¦nk̈£g Ex §n ῭  xä §kE  .l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i§l xŸf §g ©Y zEk§l ©O ©d ¤W ῭l ¥̀  ,K¥lFd Fbd̈§p ¦n §M ml̈Fr §e

 .cä§l ¦A zFI ¦k§l ©n cEA §r ¦W
a:h daeyz zekld m"anx

Rambam emphasizes that the purpose of Mashiach is not to rest or celebrate, but so that we will be able to have the
freedom to learn and connect to God.  This is in order to merit a stronger connection with God in Olam Haba.
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12. Translation taken from With Perfect Faith - R. J David Bleich.
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