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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

211 - MEDINAT YISRAEL, TESHUVA AND GEULA
OU ISRAEL CENTER - SPRING 2021

In the previous shiur we looked in depth at the question of the Ingathering of the Exiles to the Land of Israel. The fact of our current
ingathering is undisputed. The question is whether this return to Israel constitutes ‘Geula’ - redemption. Are we living through the
actual process of Geula, or maybe the start of it. Or is the State of Israel and the immigration of millions of Jews something incredibly
positive for the Jewish people and the world as a whole, but completely unrelated to the process of Geula. The actual redemption may
come in a very different way - iy’H very soon, but perhaps in many years (decades? centuries?) from now.

A] DEFINING ‘GEULA’

A1] '‘GEULA’ IN CHUMASH
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The Torah uses the expression ‘geula’ in the context of freedom from slavery - as one of the 4 expressions of redemption™.
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The Land of Israel cannot be sold in perpetuity. There must always be the option of ‘geula’, when the original tribal
owner can be restored to their ancestral lands through exercising an option to by back the land. So too, if a person
became poor was forced to sell their ancestral lands to a stranger they could be bought back by a relative who acts as the
‘goel’. As such, the process of restoring ownership is called ‘geula’.
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If a person sells a house in a walled city they have 1 year to perform ‘geula’ - buying back the house to restore its
original ownership. For other property, ‘geula’ comes at the Yovel year if it were not bought back earlier.
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If a person becomes poor and sold themselves as an indentured servant to non-Jews, they or a relative may buy back
their liberty. This process is (five time in quick succession!) called ‘geula’

1. R. Yoel Bin Nun (in his sefer Nes Kibbutz Galuyot, (Yediot Sefarim 2011) p32-35) points out that there are numerous expressions of redemption, yet the word ‘geula’ is only
mentioned in the third. He concludes from this that earlier stages of redemption (such as the secular Zionist focus on saving the lives of Jews by bringing them to Eretz Yisrael) are
also part of the redemption, and deserving of our praise to God. He reads the ‘Dayeinu’ song of the Haggada as emphasizing the each once of these stages would be been enough to
warrant our praise to God, but certainly not that it would have been enough and could have stopped there!
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A2] ‘GEULA’ IN NAVI

* ‘Geula’ in Navi also describes a process of redemption - either from slavery to independence and from dispossession of ancestral
lands to the restoration of those lands.
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* ‘Geula’ in Navi also describes reconnecting to God after disconnection.
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The Navi also speaks of ‘the Goel’, who many of the classic mefarshim associate with Mashiach. Nevertheless the ‘Goel’
in Navi is usually a reference to God Himself, who promised the redeem the Jewish people.
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Zecharia predicts that the period prior to ‘the day of the Lord” will be neither one of light nor dark, but like evening and
morning combined. Rashi explains that it will not have the bright clarity of full redemption, but neither will there be full
subjugation.

A3] 'GEULA’ IN CHAZAL

ONRIMY PTNY 102 TN 1O ... IIN YU 22T INRDD PTNY MIVYN HONN 10N ... TN NYON 1) 12.

N> VN WY
What type of ‘Geula’ are Chazal talking about here? Mashiach? Restoration of the Jews to their Land?
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Famously, Chazal explain that Geula will come ‘kima kima’ - step by step and gradually, like the slightest light begins
the process of dawn which leads to the rise of the sun. Some do not even recognize the dawn at the very start - only when
the light is clearer.
To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com




5781 - )N ONIAN  rabbi@rabbimanning.com 3 “'oa

NIV ,INYD NONIN NDIWN TIAD ... RYDP RYDP NIN ,NINN NI N DOIN DY NN DIONIN PRY 292 90N YTV ) 14.
N9y ONY . INWY N2IIDN NYY DIMRD INY NNTI ND2ON 9 PRY 1INWD NOWN) NNDY TN DY Y222 1N (0 1myw)
9323 T2 NN ,NDNN DIYD PRI NDW INYN TINY XON .PTIDI NN DD PN LPIY NMIANY NYY NN NN DX0)

YT NINIAN PRI, PR DY NN

" M0 (9212 ;210 IMY) OONN Y0
Elsewhere, Chazal explain that the darkest hour comes before the dawn. So too, the redemption will not come in a
blinding flash which would confound those still in the dark but slowly, slowly, so that we can become used to it.
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Mashiach is compared to a plant, since the development of the process of Mashiach will occurs like a plant growing from
the ground.

16. It is clear from all of this that our future salvation will sprout forth naturally .... that is through miracles disguised in nature.
Therefore, time will be needed for this natural process to develop ....

Eim HaBanim Semeicha p139
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The Vilna Gaon stresses that Geula is achieved step by step. Even a small step is significant.

* Clearly, one core understanding of Geula is the restoration of a person to their personal independence and their ancestral lands. In
the context of the return of the Jewish people to Eretz Yisrael in the 20C, can this process be similarly defined as a ‘Geula’ process.

* In this definition, Geula does not necessarily have to lead directly to 'yeshua/salvation’ or Mashiach?

* When Rav Teichtel says that ‘time will be need’ - how are we to understand this? In the non-Zionist perspective on Geula, which is
deeply identified with the coming of Mashiach, people often see this as a miraculous and instantaneous event. From the Religious
Zionist perspective, although we are experiencing the beginnings of Geula now - with the restoration of much of our independence and
land - the process is a long and natural one. On that basis, many with this perspective see Mashiach as developing over the course of
decade or even longer, as did the Purim story.

B] DEFINING MASHIACH
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The Gemara quotes a machloket between Shmuel and R. Yochanan about whether the times of Mashiach will be natural
or supernatural.
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The Rambam rules like Shmuel and sees Yemot Hamashiach very much as part of this world - a non-miraculous
continuation of our current existence, but ushering in an era of world peace. He emphasizes in particular that the
halachic system will not change. The Ra’avad, following a more mystical line of thinking (also taken by the Ramban and
others) understands Yemot HaMashiach to be a miraculous process where the world is entirely changed.
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The Ramban’s conception of Mashiach was quite different that of the Rambam. The Ramban envisages a world which
reverts to the pre-Sin state of Gan Eden, where the laws of the natural world and indeed those of the Torah as we know
them cease to apply in the normal way.

22.

Regarding the anticipated Redemption of Yisrael, let nobody
think that God will suddenly descend from hea\;en to earth
and tell His nation to leave wherever they are, or that He will
instantly send His Mashiach from the heavens to blow the great
shofar and gather the distant people into Jerusalem, and that
He will construct a fiery wall and that a Temple of flames will
descend, as has been promised by His servants the prophets.

However, we will not flee and we will not hurry matters into a
single day. Rather, the Redemption of Yisrael will come about
slowly. Little by little, the strength of salvation will begin to
This is not what a wise person reads in the prophecies. Certainly, grow, until “Yisrael will triumph” and “in the end they will
all the prophets’ missions will be fulfilled in the End of Days, prosper greatly,” with all the missions and prorniseSAOf the holy
and not a single element will be left by the wayside, heaven prophets fulfilled. With God’s help, I will clarify this from the

forbid. Ketuvim and from the words of our Sages.

Drishat Tzion, R. Tzi Hirsch Kallischer, p37
* The hashkafic dissonance between the Religious Zionist and the Charedi perspectives on Geula is therefore driven by two
fundamental disagreements. (i) The definition of Geula, which Religious Zionists see as entirely different to the coming of Mashiach,

whereas Charedi hashkafa conflates them; and (ii) The modality of Mashiach, which Religious Zionism views as a political and
naturalistic process, and Charedi hashkafa sees as mystical and miraculous.

C] GEULA & TESHUVA

C1] THE TWO APPROACHES
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The Torah describes the ultimate redemption in terms of Teshuva. The Jewish people will repent and God will return
them to the Land.
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On the other hand, the prophecies of redemption in Yechezkel speak of a return to the Land without teshuva, but to end
the chilul Hashem of exile.
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The Gemara records a dispute between Rav and Shmuel, which reflects a debate in previous generations between R.
Eliezer and R. Yehoshua® as to whether the ultimate Geula will depend on the teshuva of the Jewish people or not. R.
Eliezer (and Rav) insists that there can be no redemption without teshuva. R. Yehoshua (and Shmuel) insist that the
redemption will come whether or not there is voluntary teshuva, although R. Yehoshua accepts that the teshuva process
may ultimately be “forced’ by oppression from the non-Jews®. Each side quotes Torah verses to the other and, ultimately,
it appears that R. Yehoshua wins. Yet the debate continued to Rav and Shmuel, so the issue seems not to have been
concluded!
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This debate clearly demonstrates the background to the Rambam’s ruling (as seen in the previous shiur) that even the
Nevi’im and Chazal were not clear on issues relating to Geula did not have a mesora which definitively described them.

» Which opinion does the halacha follow in this debate? Is teshuva needed for redemption or not?
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In the parallel sugya in Yerushalmi, it is even clearer that R. Eliezer ends up by agreeing with R. Yehoshua - that
redemption can ultimately come without teshuva’.

* Another apparent support for the position of R. Yehoshua - that Geula will come with OR without teshuva is seen in another well know
statement of Chazal:
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2. This girsa issue is immensely important. According to the textual version 'NON!', the predication of antisemitic oppression is part of the statement of R. Yehoshua who predicts that
redemption can come without teshuva ie, if the people do NOT do teshuva then this will happen, but it is avoidable if the people do teshuva. According to the version 19 0N’
(which is also the version in the Yerushalmi), this is a response by R. Eliezer who rules that teshuva is essential and will ultimately need to be forced. As such, this is the mechanism
through which the teshuva will happen and is unavoidable. R. Yoel bin Nun (in his sefer Nes Kibbutz Galuyot, (Yediot Sefarim 2011) p29 fn5) suggests that this textual issue could
have have arisen from an original manuscript which read "o, but where the apostrophe was mistakenly moved to Y'N.
See also Zohar Chadash Parashat Noach which cites a parallel dispute between R. Eliezer and R. Akiva.
See Maharsha ibid.
Many mefarshim conclude that R. Eliezer ultimately agrees to R. Yehoshua's position - see Maharal, Netzach Yisrael end of chap 31.
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Chazal expressed in different places the idea that Geula can come in different modes. If we do teshuva, it will come
‘early’. If we do not, it will come “at the appointed time’.
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Another famous quote from the Gemara expresses the same idea - that the ultimate redemption could potentially come in
two modes. Mashiach will come to a generation that is either wholly worthy or wholly unworthy.®

Gra> H3pM) 3D HOT DD HH M3H DM3 536 NP PI3H M7 OP P37 IMD - BE PIVD) MIAN M NHN AN Hxomowy 31,
(™32 H3H PI3H DI PP BH PH PO DI IO G FPY? 10293°PH PN

oY ML .M NaY
Yet another expression of this is the contrast between ‘Zechut Avot’ - the inherent merit of the Jewish people as derived
through our ancestors, which has now been exhausted, and “Brit Avot’ - the eternal covenant that God made with the
Jewish people, which remains with us even after the long exile.’
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The Or Hachaim understands this to mean that redemption could come to a generation that is entirely wicked!

* R. Ya’akov Filber® discusses these sugyot in depth and presents the following analysis. The two potential modes relating to the
ultimate redemption and the coming of Mashiach operate in the following manner:
- MODE 1 - WITH VOLUNTARY TESHUVA: If the Jewish people voluntarily do teshuva then full Geula will come quickly and
suddenly.
- MODE 2 - WITHOUT TESHUVA: If the Jewish people do not do teshuva willingly then Geula will come slowly and in stages.
FIRST there will be a physical Geula which evolves step by step. SECOND there will be a teshuva leading to a spiritual Geula.
But this teshuva may need to be ‘forced’ by the decrees of oppressors and God will also be involved in ‘circumcising our
hearts’. The dispute between R. Eliezer and R. Yehoshua concerning whether redemption can come without teshuva relates
specifically to the first stage of this second mode - the physical redemption.

C2] THE HALACHIC/HASHKAFIC CONCLUSIONS?
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The Rambam appears to rule like R. Eliezer - that redemption can come only with teshuva’.
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The Ramban appears to rule like R. Yehoshua - that redemption will ultimately come with or without repentance.

6. The Vilna Gaon in his commentary to Tikunei Zohar Tikun 69:126 writes that it will surely now be the second option and redemption will come to a generation which is unworthy. He
also explains that ‘unworthy’ does not be totally wicked, although see above that the Or Hachaim seems to disagree!

7. Thisis expanded on by R. Shlomo Elyashiv in the Leshem - U’chlama, Hakdamot U’sha’arim, Sha’ar 6 Chap 9.

8. Rav Filber is one of the foremost contemporary commentators on the works of Rav Avraham Y. Kook. He was a key talmid of R. Tzvi Yehuda Kook and a one of the founders of
Yashlatz - the Yeshiva Ketana of Mercaz HaRav. His sefer Ayelet HaShachar deals in depth with issues of Geula and Eretz Yisrael.

9. Although see Kesef Mishne ibid who understands that the source for the Rambam is NOT the dispute between R. Eliezer and R. Yehoshua in Sanhedrin but rather the Gemara in
Yoma 86b that teshuva brings redemption closer. Thus the Rambam may be following the position of R. Yehoshua (which fits better with the sugya), and still hold that redemption is
helpful, but not ultimately essential.
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* Again, we see different perspectives?® without a clear resolution. The Religious Zionist perspective follows R. Yehoshua’s opinion
that Geula can come even without a mass teshuva of the Jewish people. The Charedi perspective follows R. Eliezer’s view that Geula is
not possible without teshuva. As such, the current secular State of Israel cannot be part of the process of redemption.

* R. Yaakov Filber quotest! many Rishonim and Acharonim who also take the position that Geula can come without teshuva. These
include: R. Sa'adia Gaon, Rashi, Ramban, Rabbeinu Bachya, Redak, Maharsha, Metzudat David, Maharal, the Ramchal, the Or
Hachayim, the Gra, the Chafetz Chaim and the Leshem?2,

* However, the Religious Zionist position has another critical persecutive which adds a dramatic twist to the sugya!!!
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Rabbi Yehuda Alkalai (19C Europe/ Eretz Yisrael) understood that the teshuva discussed in this debate is a national
teshuva of the Jewish people, not the private teshuva of the individual. In private teshuva, the individual must repent for
their sins and return to God through a life of renewed Torah and mitzvot. National teshuva is expressed through the
return of the nation to Eretz Yisrael! If the people do not take that opportunity when they can do so, the Gemara predicts
that God will send antisemitic oppressors to attack the Jewish people until they DO return to Eretz Yisrael. Thus, EVEN
if the halacha follows R. Eliezer that teshuva is necessary, this can be achieved through mass aliya!

D] IDENTIFYING THE SURE SIGNS OF GEULA
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The passage from Yechezkel (quoted above) goes on to describe the reflowering of the Land at the time of Geula.
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We saw above the Gemara in Sanhedrin 98a where R. Eliezer remained silent after hearing R. Yehoshua’s final proof
that teshuva is NOT essential for redemption. The Gemara immediately goes on to state ‘and R. Abba states’ that the
surest way to know that Geula is approaching is the reflowering of Eretz Yisrael. Why is this added to the debate?
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10. See R. Chaim Drukman’s book Kim’a Kim’a (now available in English - Step by Step, 2020), Chapter 7 where Rav Drukman also brings multiple opinions that follow R. Yehoshua.
11. AyeletHaShacharp 171.
12. He quotes the relevant passages from each commentator and concludes with the words of the Satmar Rav that anyone who alleges that redemption can come without teshuva is a
heretic! R. Filber notes that there are many classic commentators who would not agree with the Satmar Rebbe on on this point.
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5781 - )N ONIAN  rabbi@rabbimanning.com 8 “'oa

R. Tzvi Yehuda Kook (reflecting an earlier position of R. Zundel Salanter) understands that, since the Gemara concludes
like R. Yehoshua - that redemption is NOT dependant on teshuva, we will not know when redemption is coming. As such,
we need a sign to indicate that Geula has begun. This sign is the renewed fertility of Eretz Yisrael
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In the Tochacha in Vayikra, the Torah predicts that Eretz Yisrael will be barren and desolate, but that our enemies on the
land will also be desolate.
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The Ramban and his student R. Bachya (based on the Sifra) point out the wonderful news hidden in this verse. Even
through Eretz Yisrael is one of the most fertile parts of the whole world, it will not release its bounty to our enemies, only
to the Jewish people.

43. We traversed some miles of desolate country whose soil is rich enough, but is given over wholly to weeds—a silent, mournful
expanse, wherein we saw only three persons—Arabs, with nothing on but a long coarse shirt (Chap 47) .....

Palestine sits in sackcloth and ashes. Over it broods the spell of a curse that has withered its fields and fettered its energies.
.... Nazareth is forlorn; about that ford of Jordan where the hosts of Israel entered the Promised Land with songs of rejoicing,
one finds only a squalid camp of fantastic Bedouins of the desert. Jericho the accursed, lies a moldering ruin.... Bethlehem
and Bethany, in their poverty and their humiliation, have nothing about them now ..... Renowned Jerusalem itself, the
stateliest name in history, has lost all its ancient grandeur, and is become a pauper village; the riches of Solomon are no
longer there to compel the admiration of visiting Oriental queens; the wonderful temple which was the pride and the glory of
Israel, is gone .... The noted Sea of Galilee, where Roman fleets once rode at anchor .... was long ago deserted by the devotees
of war and commerce, and its borders are a silent wilderness. Capernaum is a shapeless ruin; Magdala is the home of
beggared Arabs; Bethsaida and Chorazin have vanished from the earth, and the “desert places” round about them .... sleep in
the hush of a solitude that is inhabited only by birds of prey and skulking foxes.

Palestine is desolate and unlovely. And why should it be otherwise? Can the curse of the Deity beautify a land?
Palestine is no more of this work-day world. It is sacred to poetry and tradition—it is dream-land. (Chap 56)

The Innocents Abroad, Mark Twain®
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Yoel Moshe Soloman, one of the founders of Petach Tikva in 1878, expressed this in beautiful poetry.

* In the third and final shiur in this serious we will be’H look more closely at the non-Messianic Religious Zionism of Rav Soloveitchik
and his talmidim and the implications this may have for the modern State of Israel.

13. Twain toured Eretz Yisrael in 1867, 11 years before the founding of Petach Tikva. Available in full at https://www.gutenberg.org/files/3176/3176-h/3176-h.htm#ch46
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