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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

184 - WOMEN AND MITZVOT

PART 3 - WOMEN AND SHOFAR
OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2020

We established in Parts 1 and 2 that :

* Women are fundamentally obligated in all mitzvot and, together with men, share Kedushat Yisrael which obligates us in mitzvot.

* Women are are exempted from many positive time-bound mitzvot, including shofar. This exemption is on BOTH a Torah and a
Rabbinic level.

* Although there is a clear consensus that women are not OBLIGATED in shofar, the Gemara debates whether women are PERMITTED
to blow shofar. There is a machloket Tannaim on the issue and the halacha follows Rabbi Yosef that women are permitted to blow
shofar on Rosh Hashana. According to many authorities, it is also a mitzva, albeit not an obligation, for them to do so.

A] WOMAN HAVE ‘'TAKEN ON THEMSELVES' AN OBLIGATION
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The Maharil (Europe 14C) records that, by his times', women had accepted hearing shofar as a quasi-obligation.” He
even suggests that the community would have to wait to blow shofar until the women arrived in shul!
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R. Akiva Eiger writes in the 1800s that most women were careful to fulfil the mitzvot of shofar, lulav, succah and kiddush
on Yom ToV’, as if they had accepted them as obligations.
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The Chayai Adam (Europe 18C) rules that, although women have accepted upon themselves an obligation to hear shofar
and are therefore bound to do so, no such minhag was adopted in case of illness. As such, a woman who is sick or in pain
has no obligation to hear shofar. Women are also permitted to eat in the morning before shofar.

1. We will see below that this custom is recorded in the time of Tosafot - 12/13C - in Ashkenazi communities.

2. His formulation that the women are not obligated ‘as much as the men’ is very striking since, in principle, women are not obligated at all.

3. Women are obligated in kiddush on Shabbat due to their general obligation in all the laws of Shabbat. Kiddush on Chag is however a positive time bound mitzva.
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The Ben Ish Chai writes that Sefardi women also accepted upon themselves the obligation to hear shofar, to the point
that if they normally do so, and one year are unable, they must do hatarat nedarim beforehand’.
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Rav Ovadia Yosef rules that a woman requires hatarat nedarim if she decides to stop her minhag of hearing shofar.
However, if she is prevented one year through factors beyond her control, she does not require hatara.

* As to the status of a woman’s ‘obligation’ to hear Shofar, some poskim understand it to be a personal vow which is binding on a
Torah level as a neder. This could be avoided by expressing that the practice is ‘bli neder’

* Others understand that there may now be some kind of communal minhag of the ‘community of women’ to hear shofar.

* Another possibility is that we are dealing with a rabbinic obligation, where people who have accepted upon themselves a certain
stringency that is not required by law - 'things that are permitted but others have treated as prohibited.’s

B] HALACHIC PROBLEMS WITH BLOWING SHOFAR FOR WOMEN

There are a number of ways in which women could theoretically seek to fulfil the mitzva of shofar, including:

(i) Blowing shofar for herself WITH a beracha.

(ii) Blowing shofar for herself WITHOUT a beracha.

(iii) Hearing shofar from a man who is also filling his own obligation, and he is making a beracha.

(iv) Hearing shofar from a man who is NOT filling his own obligation (since he already did or will later), but he makes a beracha for her.
(v) Hearing shofar from a man who is NOT filling his own obligation (since he already did or will later), and she makes a beracha.

(vi) Hearing shofar from another woman blowing (with or without a beracha).

B1] THE MUSICAL SOUND OF THE BLOWING ITSELF
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The Gemara discusses whether blowing shofar is itself a prohibited activity on a normal Shabbat and Chag. It concludes
that it is not a melacha, and is thus not prohibited on a Torah level, but is a ‘chochma’, which is a Rabbinic prohibition.
This is obviously set aside on Rosh Hashana when there is a Torah obligation to blow. On that basis, shofar for the
mitzva should be permitted on Shabbat too! In fact, it was permitted in the Mikdash, but prohibited rabbinically outside
the Mikdash as a Rabbinic decree in case someone came to carry the Shofar. This is also the reason for lulav and
megilla being prohibited on Shabbat (even though there is no specific halachic prohibition involved with either).
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Some mefarshim understand that the regular prohibition of shofar on Shabbat/Chag is a ‘shevut’ - a stringent rabbinic
decree’ on Shabbat.”

This is also the position of the Kaf HaChaim 589:34.

This is the position of R. Ovadia Yosef ibid, based on Nedarim 16.

Perhaps part of the general rabbinic shevut not to play musical instruments on Shabbat in case one comes to tune or model an instrument, which would be a Torah prohibition.

Due to the general Torah obligation of ‘Shabbaton’ - to make Shabbat special - the Ramban rules that the rabbinic prohibitions of shevut are more stringent than many other
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Others however disagree and understand the prohibition of shofar to be ‘uvdin dechol’ - a weekday type activity - which
can be overridden in any case of halachic need.

* Would blowing shofar for a woman (by a man or woman) constitute sufficient ‘need’ to override this prohibition? Does it depend on
the strength of the prohibition?

* We saw above that the consensus of poskim is that although women are not obligated in shofar, it is nevertheless a mitzva for them
to hear it. As such, this should be sufficient to permit blowing the shofar, even not for a full obligation.

B2] CARRYING THE SHOFAR ON YOM TOV

e Carrying on Yom Tov (without an eruv) is permitted ONLY if there is a need.
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Carrying on Yom Tov for no purpose is a Torah prohibition!

* Again, presumably, if women fulfil a mitzva when hearing shofar, this would constitute sufficient need to justify carrying on Yom Tov.

C] WHO SHOULD BLOW?

C1] RESTRICTIVE: WOMEN BLOW SHOFAR OR HEAR MEN FULFILLING THEIR MITZVA
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The Itur’ understands that it is actually preferable for women to blow shofar for themselves and that men should teach
them.
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The Yereim’ rules that, although women may blow for themselves as established by the Gemara, men may NOT blow
specifically for them. He learns that the heter for women to blow is based on the principle of granting ‘nachat ruach
lenashim’, rather than because the women are also fulfilling a mitzva. As such, he will not allow a man to do an
otherwise prohibited act, just to bring nachat ruach to the women!
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The Ravan'’ also expresses surprise that men would be allowed to blow especially for women. He recommends that if a

man is blowing for a woman who was sick or recently gave birth"' he should also fulfil his own obligation at the same
. 12
time”.

rabbinic decrees. For instance, although the Chazal do not normally have the mandate to enact one decree to protect another rabbinic decree (but only to protect a Torah law) in the
case of shevut this is not true and we DO find ‘shevut d’shevut’ which is prohibited on Shabbat.

8. R.lIsaac ben Abba Mari of Marseilles - 12C France.

9. R. Eliezer ben R. Shmuel of Metz - 12C France.

10. Rabbi Eliezer ben Nathan - 12C Germany.

11. This implies that the other women were in shul, which fits with what we saw above concerning the early Ashkenazi minhag.

12. He could do this before he hears the shofar in shul, or could have intention when in shul NOT to fulfil his obligation by the shofar blasts he hears there - see Magen Avraham 589:4.
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C2] PERMISSIVE: MEN CAN BLOW FOR WOMEN EVEN IF THEY HAVE FULFILLED THEIR MITZVA
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The Ra’avya® disagrees with his grandfather - the Ravan - and rules that men can blow for women even if they are not
fulfilling their own mitzva. He understands that, since the women are also fulfilling a mitzva when they hear shofar, this
is sufficient reason to permit the rabbinic prohibition on blowing.
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The Rosh quotes both positions.
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that women may blow for themselves or men may blow for them, even if they have already
fulfilled their mitzva.

C3] WHO SHOULD MAKE THE BERACHA?

* Normally, the ba’al tokea makes 2 berachot before blowing - ‘lishmoa kol shofar’ and ‘shehechiyanu’.
* If he has already fulfilled his obligation and is blowing for another MAN, who should make the beracha?
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When blowing for another man, the ba’al tokea still makes the berachot EVEN if he has fulfilled the mitzva. This is on
the basis of - hayatza, motzi - even someone who has fulfilled a mitzva may still do so fully for others since ‘kol Yisrael
areivim ze laze’. Each Jew is responsible for the mitzva fulfillment of every other,; if you have not fulfilled your
obligation, then I have not fully done so either!

* How would this apply to a man making berachot specifically for a woman?
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We saw in Part 2 that Rashi’s teacher - R. Yitzchak ben Yehudah - understands that women fulfil a mitzva by hearing
shofar. He also adds that, since women have taken on themselves specifically to hear shofar, a man can even make the
berachot specifically for them. We will see however, that this is a minority position and is not the halacha.
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The Shulchan Aruch (Mechaber) rules that if women blow for themselves or men blow for them, then no one should make
a beracha since he follows the ruling that women may not make a beracha on a voluntary mitzva. The Rema records that
the minhag in Europe was for women to make the beracha, relying on the psak of Rabbeinu Tam.

13. R. Eliezer ben R. Yoel Halevi - 12/13C Germany and the grandson of the Ravan.
To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com




5780 - )70 DNIAN  rabbi@rabbimanning.com 5 “'oa

However, he does NOT permit a man to make the beracha specifically for a woman. If he has fulfilled the mitzva, he can
blow for her, but she makes the berachot.”
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The Bach” compares shofar to tzitzit and advises that women should not ideally make a beracha on shofar at all.
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The Chayai Adam (Europe 18C) rules that women should make the beracha if the man has already fulfilled the mitzva.

* The custom is to follow the Rema. As such, when a man blows shofar for a woman, if he is also fulfilling his own mitzva at that time,
he will make the berachot. If not, she will make them.!6
* It is rare that women blow shofar for themselves, but there is no halachic reason why they should not.?

D] WOMEN FULFILLING MITZVOT FOR MEN
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Chazal use the mitzva of shofar to teach the principle that some can only fulfil the obligation for another person if they
are obligated to the same extent.

D1] KIDDUSH

* Note that in mitzvot, such as kiddush, where the obligation is identical for men and women, women can fulfil the obligation on behalf
of men.
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Shulchan Aruch rules that women are equally obligated in the mitzvah of kiddush as men. As such, they can make
kiddush on behalf of men and be ‘motzei’ them.
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Mishna Berura confirms that this is the psak but rules that, ideally, a woman should not make kiddush for men who are
not from her family, as this is zol’ - cheap or unbecoming.

* How are we to understand the concept of XN5%? Does this change over time?
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Women and men have the same status in all of hilchot Shabbat. This means that women are fully obligated in kiddush on
Shabbat evening and morning and are thus subject to the same halachot which regulate eating before kiddush.

14. As we saw above, this is based on the law of areivut, "mutual responsibility." Every Jew is to a certain degree responsible for every other Jew, and he must strive to see to it that the
other Jew observes the mitzvot to which he is bound. For this reason, he can recite a blessing for every other Jew. Women, however, are not obligated in the mitzva of shofar blowing,
and reciting a beracha on behalf of a woman because of the law of mutual responsibility is therefore not relevant. The shofar blower is not responsible to see to it that the woman will
observe the mitzva, as she is not at all duty bound to do so, and without the law of mutual responsibility, one Jew cannot recite a beracha for another Jew.

15. R. Yoel Sirkis - 17C Poland.

16. Where a man is blowing for a group of women, R. Dovid Auerbach quotes his uncle, R. Shlomo Zalman, that one woman should make a beracha on behalf of the whole group.

17. Indeed, we saw the Itur above who rules that it is halachically preferable for the woman to blow for herself. See however, Sha’agat Aryeh 104 who rules that it is preferable for a man
to blow for a woman since he is in principle obligated in the mitzva and not subject to the rabbinic prohibition of blowing.
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D2] HAVDALA
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The Shulchan Aruch first states that women and men are obligated on the same level for havdala. He then brings a
second opinion that women are NOT obligated to the same degree as men. The Rema then brings a view that women
should not even make havdala for themselves but should hear it from a man!
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Some later Acharonim - eg the Bach - reject the view of that Rema. They rule that, although women should not make
havdala for men, they may make it for themselves.

D3] WOMEN BLOWING SHOFAR FOR MEN

* As we have established, women are not obligated in shofar. Even if they have ‘taken on’ an obligation as a type of neder, this is
certainly not on the same level as the men.
* As such, it would seem clear that a woman, who is not obligated in shofar, cannot blow shofar on behalf of a man.
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There is a debate as to whether the mitzva is to blow the shofar or to hear the shofar (or perhaps both). These positions
are reflected in the beracha we make - ‘lishmoa bekol shofar’ or ‘al tekiat shofar/litkoa bashofar™**

* |f the mitzva is to blow, it is easy to see why someone who is not obligated to blow cannot do so on behalf of one who is. But if the
mitzva is simply to hear a shofar blast (which is the halachic conclusion), what difference does it make who blows it?
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The Rambam clearly rules that the mitzva is to hear the shofar sounds.
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The Levush explains that the blast must be produced by someone who is obligated in the mitzva.
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The shofar blast is not simply a physical noise, it is a halachic noise! If the blast is not produced by an obligated
individual, it will be the wrong halachic noise!

18. The question of when we make a beracha with the formulation ‘a/..." as opposed to ‘/e..." is a fascinating study and will iy’H the subject of a separate shiur.
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Some suggest that a women may not even blow shofar for herself since the blast she produces is not halachically valid!
The Yad HaMelech” rules that she certainly may not make a beracha on a blast unless produced by a man.

* Most poskim rule however that women may blow for themselves or for other women.

E] HEARING SHOFAR AT HOME
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One fulfills the mitzva of hearing shofar as long as the person blowing and the person listening both have halachic
intention to fulfill the mitzva.

* This year, when many individuals will be blowing shofar in the street, all those blowing should have intention to fulfill the mitzva and
be motzei others, and all those listening in the street or at home should have the intention to fulfill the mitzva and be yotzei.

MAY WE ALL BE BLESSED BE'H WITH A YEAR TO COME OF GREAT BLESSING - HEALTH, SUCCESS AND
GROWTH!

19. Yad Melech on the Rambam is a commentary by early 19C posek, R. Elazar Landau, the youngest son of the Noda B’Yehuda.
To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com




