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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

182 - WOMEN AND MITZVOT

PART 1 - OBLIGATIONS AND EXEMPTIONS
OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2020

A] MAN AND WOMAN IN HASHKAFA: CREATED TOGETHER AND APART
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In the first account of the creation of humankind, man and woman are created together, in the ‘image’ of God.
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In the second account of the creation of humankind, man is created alone, and lonely. He seeks companionship - WY
Y3 - first in other creatures, but ultimately in a new creation, from his own body - woman.

D»1),0°2) MV 17 NYY 1D INIT DPNITIN PYRIN OTR NN XN THN WITPN IV NYYWI 10N) 12 IRYNY " 'NDN 3.
12 NYP 1I0N INID PINID VT PUNRIN DTN NN TN WITPN XIIY NYYWI ¥P5 12 PYHY " 'NDN 197 DI 19N
NP DM 1 OM1), DX NIV

N IWI9 YN DY (N1YDYIN) 129 XIP»
Many commentators have raised this contradiction - was woman part of the original creation or not'? Chazal discuss
this idea in a Midrashic debate concerning the creation of Man®. One view understands that the original creation was
ONE hybrid androgynous’ being - male and female in one body - which was then recreated into two. The other view is
that man and woman were originally created as TWO separate beings, attached to each other and then separated.
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However, this is not the only approach in Chazal. The Midrash immediately asks - was woman not taken from a part of
Adam? It responds that this could mean his ‘side’, as in the Mishkan.
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Chazal here also bring two perspectives - that woman was one of the ‘faces’ of the original dual creation, or that woman
was taken from the ‘tail’ of man - ie a subordinate part.

1. Many harmonize text by reading Bereishit 1 as a general statement, and Bereishit 2 as a specific account - A/a/ ufrat (see Rashi, Rashbam and Redak). Chazal also discuss
(Bereishit Rabba 22:7) the notion that the original woman was a different person - ‘Chava HaRishona’, who died. The identification of this woman as the spirit Lilith does not appear
in Chazal, but is developed in later rabbinic writings.

2. See also Bereishit Rabbi 8:1.

3. Note that a tradition of the creation of Man as an original androgynous being also exists Iehavdil in Greek antiquity. In Plato’s Symposium (4th Century BCE), the same Greek word -
androgynos - is used by Aristophanes, who is theorizing to his colleagues regarding the origin of humankind.
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Chazal understand that the original concept of God was to create woman and man, but in actuality, ‘one’ was created.”
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In this Midrash, Chazal clearly envisage Chava as having been created from a different place and substance than Adam!
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There are many ways of understanding ‘ezer kenegdo’. The Akeidat Yitzchak understands that man and woman must act
in unison, and in parallel. Each is suited, and equal to the other.
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The Ravad stresses the different status of the two - the man loves and protects the woman as one of his limbs, and the
woman serves and honors the man, from whom she was taken.
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One of the most striking midrashic statements concerning equality before the Shechina comes in this reaction to the
appointment of Devora as the leader of the people over Pinchas.

* As such, in the world of hashkafa, Chazal and the mefarshim speak with different voices on the relative positions of man and women
- some stressing the fundamental equality of the two, and others stressing the subordinate nature of woman.

* In modern society, these different hashkafic approaches are also evident.

11. The task is too great for either to perform alone, and must therefore be shared by another. Hence, woman was added to man,
so that, together, they should fully accomplish the purpose of DTN. .... And Y7232 73y does not imply that the woman is to be
subordinate to man; actually it connotes complete equality® and equal independence. The woman is YT)3D, at man’s side,
parallel to him, on one line.

Rav S. R. Hirsch, Commentary to Bereishit 2:18°

4. This could refer to the ‘one’ of Adam, from which Chava was later created, or the ‘one’ of the dual being.

5. It should not be imagined that Rav Hirsch’s perspective on women’s equality was in line with modern 21st Century attitudes. Whilst he clearly viewed the role of women as equal to
that of men, this equality was expressed in parallel to the man, with the role of the woman clearly defined as managing the home and raising the family. Again, Rav Hirsch viewed
this as no less important, indeed more noble, than the role of the man in the world of work, but the roles were nevertheless delineated. See Rav Hirsch’s essay on The Jewish Woman
in Judaism Eternal. He writes there, ‘it is obvious that for the performance of man’s task of building up the world, the Law-giver reckoned on the harmonious and equal cooperation
of both sexes. Further, by excusing the female sex from the hard labour of subduing and mastering the earth, he left it free to be devoted to the higher and more humanistic task of
employing the products of the man’s labour for the ethical purposes of building up a house and family, that is to say, in the service of his true vocation and his welfare as a human
being.’ (Translation of Dayan I. Grunfeld, Judaism Eternal Volume 2. The essay was reproduced in the 1970s in a pamphlet - 4 Torah View on Women .... And On Women'’s Lib.

6. This is the translation of Daniel Haberman in the 2002 Feldheim edition. | have found various paraphrased translations of this piece of Rav Hirsch, each giving slightly different
emphasis, which can subtly change the message. The original German is as follows:

Die fiir einen zu grofRe Aufgabe muss geteilt werden, und eben fiir die volle Lésung der Menschenaufgabe schuf Gott zum Manne das Weib. .... Und y7x5 7ty spricht eben so wenig
eine Unterordnung aus, vielmehr ist damit eine vollige Gleichheit und paritatische Selbstandigkeit ausgesprochen. Das Weib steht dem Manne Y15 - parallel, auf einer Linie, zur
Seite.
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12. Had Adam needed a partner for practical reasons alone - to lighten his economic burden, to enable him to procreate, or to

allow him a satisfactory sexual life - there would have been no necessity for the creation of Eve ... What he needed was not a
practical partnership but an ontological community where his lonely existence could find completeness and legitimacy.

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, 'Adam and Eve,' Family Redeemed

B] MAN AND WOMAN IN HALACHA: EQUAL STATUS, DIFFERENT OBLIGATIONS

In the HALACHIC realm however, the Torah perspective is certain one of fundamental equality of obligation and sanctity of women’.

13. There is no doubt that in the eyes of the Halakhah man and woman enjoy an equal status and have the same worth as far as
their humanitas is concerned. Both were created in the image of God, both joined the covenantal community at Sinai, both
are committed to our metahistorical destiny, both crave and search for God, and with both He engages in a dialogue...

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, 'Adam and Eve,' Family Redeemed p71
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Rav Moshe Feinstein is clear that women have equal ‘kedusha* status in mitzvot. Any exemptions are for other reasons.
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The Magen Avraham writes that, even though the Torah is technically written in the masculine’, the presumption is
always that woman are fully included.

* Looking at the 613 mitzvot, the vast majority of halachot apply to men and to women, without any distinctions.
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Chazal bring various verses from the Torah which explicitly"’ include women in broad areas of halacha - here monetary
laws, damages, court penalties.

7. This does not of course mean that the halacha does not differentiate between men and women in different areas. For instance, in Erchin - the fixed values of men and women, old
and young, which can be pledged to the Temple, the Torah (Vayikra 27:1-8) specifies a lower amount for women. These values reflect earning power and fertility and differentiate
between men and women much as modern actuarial tables do, reflecting males’ income advantage over females. For more on this see the following article by R. Amnon Bazak -
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/value-man. Much has been written on the interface between Torah thought and feminism. There will clearly be many areas of disagreement, but also
some overlap of ideas, especially in Difference Feminism which was popular in the 1980s and 90s, but less so now. Equality Feminism will clash with Torah thought in its denial of
the legitimacy of making distinctions based on gender. Halacha clearly does distinguish between the genders in several areas. However, halacha certainly does not conflict with
many of the practical objectives of Equality Feminism, such as equal pay for equal work or equal access to health care.

8. Note however Mishna Horayot 3:7 which rules that a man takes precedence over a women when saving life. This is based on the principle laid out in the previous mishnayot that,
whoever or whatever is greater in ‘kedusha’, takes precedence. As such, it appears that, at least for this halacha, the man has more kedusha. The standard explanation is that,
since a women is exempted from positive time-bound mitzvot, the man has more mitzvot and thus more kedusha (see commentary of Rambam). However, see the Netzivin Meromei
Sade on that mishna, who understands that the woman is called more ‘tahor’ and the man more ‘kadosh’ due to the difference in their obligation in Talmud Torah. In his words:
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9. Unlike, for instance, German or Greek, Hebrew has no grammatical neuter gender, so all items must have a grammatical designation of masculine or feminine. The Torah defaults to
masculine inflections and pronouns even where biological sex is not yet known (eg Bereishit 38:28-29) and also for nonspecific gender-inclusive references.

10. In each case, the Gemara proves that there is a specific reason that one might have thought women were exempted. Thus, the Torah comes to reinforce that they are not.
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The Mishna includes a non-exhaustive'' list of specific halachic differences between men and women.

PPN OOV TANY DVIN TAX 12N DY AND MINNI 51 MMV DOV PAON DOWIN IND DY 120 TN 9D 18.

TIVD N P79 PYYDP NN
The Mishna rules that obligations children have towards their parents are binding on sons and daughters alike.
However, certain obligation which parents have towards their children are binding only on fathers and not on mothers.
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Such obligations include mila, pidyon haben, teaching Torah, marrying off daughters, teaching a trade and teaching
survival skills. These are all obligations on father and not mothers.

* So far, what we have seen are specific exceptions and exemptions for women, in the context of a general presumption that men and
women are equally obligated in halacha.
* Is there any kind of rule or principle which sets out a more general exemption of women in mitzvot?

C] POSITIVE TIME-BOUND MITZVOT*

C1] THE GENERAL RULE
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The Mishna rules that women are exempted from positive time-bound mitzvot - meaning” mitzvot which apply at some
times and not at others. However, positive non-time bound mitzvot, and negative mitzvot bind men and women equally,
with three exceptions - the prohibitions of cutting the corners of the head and beard, and a Cohen becoming tamei.
These negative mitzvot bind only men.
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The Gemara lists many of the classic positive mitzvot - time bound and not, and then immediately warns us that this
‘rule’ is in fact not exhaustive and there are many exceptions! In fact, any ‘general rule’ given by the Gemara must be
understood to have exceptions, even where it purports to give a full list!

11. Further differences are listed in other places, such as Tosefta Sota 2:7-9 and Kiddushin (see below).
12. A great resource on this, and related women'’s issues is the relatively new website - deracheha.org. See https://www.deracheha.org/ positive-time-bound-mitzvot/
13. See below for a brief analysis of the nature of ‘time-bound’ mitzvot.

To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com




5780 - )70 DNIAN  rabbi@rabbimanning.com 5 “'oa

9P PI3ND DEXDE DED PISN 536 13199 S0 IS D5 D' 1INHY IMEOD 0 005 Ph - 15H HID MO DT I3 22.
OPNEY ,HED M D5 PIOHE DT HID .OWIPN OMIT O DD M OMEM HdXH D> 195 PH PP 53 P13 PHE
191 PPH 531 DNIY IIFDE DEY DISH BhH 5D - DN LI ,D3L I ,IOBD I, HIPM ,I5DD) 59PN ,OMTLIN3
DEY PN 190 PHH 5D - PINY DAPIM ,]3D 1NTDY 9D TINEPY ,DN39 DMID DISH D) 791 DD D3NND DL 3D
IP3E M5 D53 10 HH 1193 PI3D DED PHY DN I0rd HiE

TIWD N P99 PYIDP NO0N MV Y 0"am
The Rambam warns us not to be too focused upon the ‘rule’, since it has so many exceptions. For instance, eating matza
and kiddush on Shabbat are time bound and positive, but women are obligated. On the other hand, having children,
learning Torah and destroying Amalek are non-time bound and positive, yet women are exempt. In fact, he understands
that the mitzvot that women are obligated in are known through a received tradition'.

* In fact, out of the 613 Torah mitzvot, there are only 8 where women are exempted on the basis that they are positive time-bound
mitzvot: reciting Shema, wearing tzitzit, putting on tefillin on the head, putting on tefillin on the arm, hearing shofar, shaking lulav,-
living in the succah and counting the omer?s,

* The Rambam lists 6 more positive Torah mitzvot from which women are exempt - studying Torah, writing a Torah scroll, reciting bircat
Cohanim, procreating, performing a circumcision, staying home in the first year of marriage and not going out to war.

* Positive time bound Torah mitzvot in which women are OBLIGATED: reciting kiddush on Shabbat, fasting on Yom Kippur, eating
matza on Pesach, rejoicing on the festivals, gathering for hakhel, offering the korban Pesach.

* Women are also obligated in a number of positive time-bound Rabbinic mitzvot such as: chanuka candles, reading megillah, 4 cups
of wine at the Seder, reciting Hallel at the Seder.

C2] RABBINIC MITZVOT

* The Rambam we saw above lists a number of Rabbinic mitzvot in his list of ‘exceptions’ to the general rule. This implies that
Rabbinic mitzvot have the same basic rubric, and women will normally be exempted from positive time bound Rabbinic laws.
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This is based on the principle that Rabbinic law is modeled on and structured around Torah law.
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This is also the position of Tosafot - that in general woman are also exempted from Rabbinic positive time-bound mitzvot,
such as hallel on Chag or kiddush levana. However, as with Torah mitzvot, there are many exceptions to the rules,
specifically under the rubric ©X YMNA Y1 Y1 O) - that they were included in the miracle'’. This would include reading

megillat Esther on Purim, chanuka lights and 4 cups of wine at Seder.
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Rabbeinu Tam takes a different position - that women are equally obligated in all rabbinic mitzvot. This is not the
accepted halachic view.

C3] WHAT IS A POSITIVE TIME BOUND MITZVA - GREY AREAS
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The Rambam explains that a positive time bound mitzva is any which is obligatory only a certain time, and outside that
time there is no obligation

14. Chazal offer many types of sources women’s exemption from mitzvot. See Succah 28a-b where the Gemara learns the women’s exemption from living in the Succah from all three
types of sources - a drasha interpreting the Torah verses, the general principle of positive time-bound mitzvot, and also a tradition learnt as a Halacha leMoshe MiSinai.
15. According to many poskim this is in fact Rabbinic today.
16. The two classic explanations are either that they brought about the miracle (eg Esther,Yehudit, the women in Egypt) (Rashi), or that they were included in the oppression before the
salvation (Tosafot).
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« Clearly, most of the usual examples fall neatly into this - Matza, Succah, Shofar etc. There is a window of obligation which starts and
ends?? at specific time. Outside that window, there is no mitzva at all eg succah in Sivan.
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The Turei Even writes that, in order to be a positive time bound mitzva, the obligation must cease entirely at a certain
time, with no ability to ‘make up’ the mitzva. As such, semicha on a korban is NOT a positive time bound mitzva even
though one cannot do it at night. The semicha can be done next morning!

99 PIV D PR TR MNN NN MY HONYTD W TPN N'DWN DY 1D 2N MMV DWN YNV YN NN NXA0N N7 28.
29121 ,01210 N ,NNN PO L, PAT 922 PIY DI TN XIMY MINNDN NPT MINNI P9 NI XD Y H0OT v o
0232 15 N PIYND NI PIYNA DPPNND IWAN W M¥NDT .7

19N Y20 OMN NN NHOY NHON
Rav Shlomo Luria (16C Poland) explains that in order to be positive time bound mitzva the mitzva action must be
something which could be done at other times, but the halacha only considers it a mitzva at specified times. One can eat
matza and blow a shofar at any time of the year, but it is only a mitzva on certain days. However, kiddush levana can
ONLY be done when the moon is in a certain phase. This does not make it a positive time bound mitzva, since the time
limitation is not purely halachic'.

D] WHY ARE WOMEN EXEMPT FROM POSITIVE TIME-BOUND MITZVOT?

» The most correct answer is probably that we do not really know. This principle was certainly well established by the time of the
Mishna and is taught unanimously as a ‘stam Mishna’, so its provenance could go back to the time of the Sanhedrin in the Temple.

e It is possible that the Sanhedrin introduced this at some point as a drasha or over time or as a series of drashot.1® Either way, the
background reasoning for the drashot is not recorded by Chazal.

* Given that there are almost as many exceptions to the rule, it is also possible that each mitzva had a traditional practice which was
passed down through the mesora - for instance women DID bring korban Pesach and eat matza, but DID NOT sit in the succah and
shake lulav. As the Tannaim were crystallizing and formulating the principles of halacha, they may have put in place general halachic
rules which broadly supported the traditional practice over centuries.

D1] TECHNICAL SOURCES
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The Gemara gives a technical reason for the exemption. Women are exempted from (at least certain aspects of) learning
Torah due to use of the expression - ‘teach it to your sons [beneichem]’, and not daughters. The mitzva of tefillin is
connected with learning Torah and thus women are exempted from tefillin. As a positive time-bound mitzva, tefillin then
acts as a paradigm ‘binyan av’ for the whole Torah, exempting women from positive time-bound mitzvot.

17. There is a discussion as to brit mila which has a beginning time, but no end time.

18. This may be one of the way to understand a difficult statement of the Ramban who states that Counting the Omer is NOT a positive time-bound mitzva.

19. As we will see below, the limud comes in stages - from Talmud torah to tefillin to other positive time bound mitzvot. It could be that these were introduced in stage over time.
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D2] MARRIAGE RESPONSIBILITIES?
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The Kol Bo (13/14C France/Spain) understands that women must be free in marriage to serve their husbands! As such,
they are freed from time-consuming mitzvot which could conflict with their marital duties.
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The Abudarham (15C Spain) also suggests that women could be conflicted between performing time-bound mitzvot for
God and for their husbands! As such, the Torah exempted them from this dilemma.

* There are a many of problems with this approach2, including: (i) it is not based in sources in Chazal; (ii) it does apply to women
without husbands; (jii) it would not explain why woman are obligated in so many positive time-bound mitzvot which are ‘exceptions’ to
the rule; (iv) women’s general mitzva observance could also distract them from home obligations. What if she were davening the Amida
when her husband needed her? (v) it does not explain why women are allowed to volunteer for these mitzvot if they wish; (vi) if a
husband expressed his agreement with her taking on these mitzvot, would she then be obligated?

* Also, the requirement for a woman to be subordinated to her husband is one of the curses of Chava, and not an ideal situation. Just
as with pain in childbirth, would we not try to reverse it if we could?

* Rabbi Moshe Meiselman2! writes that this response is ‘facile’ and understands that most authorities disagreed with it.

33. .... It is the woman'’s task to build the Jewish home, a home in which the Divine Presence will dwell, an everlasting edifice
based on Torah and mitzvos, and in which children will be raised in the spirit of Judaism. .....
.... there are certain mitzvos which women are not obligated to carry out. It is not because women are inferior to men. It is
because G-d has given each Jew a mission uniquely suited to the individual: A task for men and a separate task for women —
and a mission common to both men and women ..... there are aspects of Judaism in which men and women differ, with
special missions given to a man and others to a woman. So that each can carry out his or her task fully, he or she is freed from
other obligations. Although these other obligations are holy matters, the full and proper accomplishment of one’s special
tasks demands that one be freed of these other obligations. .... women were freed of certain obligations so that they can
devote themselves fully to their unique task.
Women are freed from performing mitzvos which are obligatory only at a specific time (e.g., tzitzis, which is obligatory only
during the day). The AriZal writes concerning such mitzvos: “When the male performs the mitzvah, it is unnecessary that the
woman should also do them separately, for she has already been included with him at the time when he does the mitzvah...
This is the meaning of our Sages’ statement, ‘One’s wife is as one’s body.”” Similarly, the Zohar says that a man (or woman)
alone is “half a body.” In other words, when Torah frees a women from certain mitzvos, it frees her only from doing them — so
that she can devote her time and energies to her unique mission. The state of wholeness and perfection that is attained, and
the reward that accrues, from these mitzvos, does pertain to women also — through her husband performing them.
This applies even to a girl before she is married, through the fact that her destined partner in marriage performs the mitzvos
she is not obligated to do. For just as a man and a woman are but “half a body” before marriage, and are whole only when
married, so too their soul is whole only when they are together: that is, a man and wife have a single soul.

Rav Menachem M. Schneerson 'Address to Convention of N’shei Ubnos Chabad,' 25 Iyar 5744
The Lubavitcher Rebbe understood that women DO perform these mitzvot - through their husband, or future husband!

* Again, this does not directly address women who never marry, or who used to be married.

20. See Torah Temima Shemot Chap 13 note 42, who raises many of these questions and regards the idea of the Abudarham as a tremendous chiddush.

21. Jewish Women in Jewish Law, Ktav 1978, p43.

22. Available in full at https://www.sie.org/templates/sie/article_cdo/aid/2518597/jewish/Convention-of-Nshei-Ubnos-Chabad-25th-Day-of-lyar-5744-1984.htm
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D3] FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES?
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Rav Benzion Uziel (Sefardi Chief Rabbi of Israel in the 1940s) understood that women were not so much subordinated to
their husbands but to time itself! Household responsibilities, especially with small children, can leave a woman with no
time at all and to demand that she set aside time for time-bound mitzvot at the expense of her family is impossible.
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Rav Moshe Feinstein stresses that we do not know the ultimate reason why women are exempt from these mitzvot, but he
suggests that one revealed reason is practical - to enable women who are otherwise engaged in child-rearing to be able
to deal with their family obligations. This will apply to all women - even if they have home help or cooperative husbands
- since the halacha cannot be changed (at least until we have a Sanhedrin!)

36. While not demanding adherence to one particular role, it is nevertheless clear that since for most of our history, our
continuation as a people depended upon the voluntary selection by women of the role of wife-mother-homemaker, the law
would and did encourage the exercise of that choice .... Exemption would be a tool used by the Torah to achieve a particular
social goal, namely to assure that no legal obligation would interfere with the selection by Jewish women of a role which was
centered almost exclusively in the home. However, it is vital to emphasize that even with these exemptions, the
wife-mother-homemaker role is not the mandated, or exclusively proper role, though it is clearly the preferred and therefore
protected role.

Rabbi Saul Berman, The Status of Women in Halakhic Judaism, pp. 16-17%
Rabbi Saul Berman support this basic approach, although makes it clear that Torah is not mandating specific roles for
women but enabling them to choose™ the family role without feeling religiously conflicted.

IN MY MNND N9 XY ON DINA PVLIY DOWID PN NN YRNY NYY MNNA DXT NIDND WTND SNYT MY DN 37.
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Some poskim - here Rav Gustman - have ruled that since practical issues appear to be so relevant to women’s exemption
in these mitzvot, if there is no practical reason why women should not perform them, they should try to do so!

23. Tradition 14:2 (Fall 1973): pp. 5-28
24. Rabbanit Malka Bina writes in Symposium on Women and Jewish Education p. 15: “I have always believed that women are released from positive time-bound mitzvot in order that
they have more flexibility and more choices.” Tradition 28:3 (Spring 1994): p. 15.
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D4] ESSENTIALIST REASONS

38. The Torah did not impose these mitzvot on women because it did not consider them necessary to be demanded from women.
All time-bound mitzvot are meant, by symbolic procedures, to bring certain facts, principles, ideas and resolutions afresh to
our minds from time to time to fortify us to realize them to keep them. God’s Torah takes it for granted that our women have
greater fervor and more faithful enthusiasm for their God-serving calling [than men], and that this calling runs less danger in
their case than in that of men from the temptations which occur in the course of business and professional life. Accordingly it
does not find it necessary to give women these repeated spurring reminders to remain true to their calling...

Rav S. R. Hirsch, Commentary to Vayikra 23:43

« Rav Hirsch is not suggesting that women are spiritually superior to men, just that their challenges lie in different areas.25
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The Maharal understands that the male is more active and restless. The female is more secure and less in need of
proactivity. Hence the reward for women is greater in their facilitation of the men performing the active and
transformational mitzvot, such as learning Torah.

40. Broadly, the male energy is responsible for actively changing the world; the female energy is responsible for preserving the

beauty that already exists. He is the arrow shooting upwards towards perfection and excellence. She is the circle,
maintaining, protecting and guarding. Practically, both men and women are almost identical in their obligations. They are
both obligated in all prohibitions; they are also both obligated in almost all the positive commands. The only difference
between them lies in the small number of mostly time bound mitzvot that women are not obligated in.
Of all the mitzvot, it is the ones associated with time that are the most active in imposing change. Time-bound mitzvot are
about imposing a spiritual worldview on an essentially physical one. A time-bound mitzva takes a regular week and turns it
into the holiday of Sukkot; it takes the average sunset and imposes on it the structure of the mitzvah of saying the Shema. If
the male energy is expressed by the active mitzvot and the female energy is expressed by the guarding mitzvot, wresting time
from the physical world and knuckling it into the spiritual world is a process that stands in contrast to the feminine state of
being.

Circle, Arrow, Spiral, Miriam Kosman, p211-12
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The Midrash states that women have a different obligation in mitzvot since they have only ‘one heart’, as opposed to the
normal ‘two hearts’ [levavcha] - yetzer hatov and yetzer hara. But which of these hearts do women have!?

25. In The Jewish Woman in Judaism Etemal, Rav Hirsch writes that, “While fully appreciating the special and deeply implanted characteristics of the female sex, the Sages also
attribute to it complete spiritual and intellectual equality with the male.” For a detailed analysis of Rav Hirsch on Gender and Mitzvot, see Rereading Rav Hirsch on Mitzvos and
Genderby: Yisrael Kashkin - at http://www.hakirah.org/Vol18Kashkin.pdf. The conclusion of that article reads: "One could imagine that R’ Hirsch would be taken aback to see how
his commentary has been used in recent times to support apologetics and ‘reverse sexism’. If you read all of his multi-dimensional commentary, you come out with the message of
equality. Perhaps, to the contemporary Western mind that is influenced by the competitiveness of the general society, somebody always has to be better. R’ Hirsch saw it differently.
Neither inferiority, nor superiority, but rather equality.”
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R. Ovadia Yosef quotes the commentary of the Magen Avraham on Shmuel - the Zayit Ra’anan - who explains that the
one heart of women is the bad one!! As such, there is no point in commanding women to do more positive time-bound
mitzvot, since they will probably not bother! Rav Ovadia rejects this explanation and understands that the one heart of
women is the good one, thus absolving them of the need for the extra mitzvot.

* In Part 2 we will iy’H move onto the more complex question of whether and when women, who are exempted from certain mitzvot, are
allowed to volunteer to keep them, and if so, whether they can make a beracha.

* In Part 3 we will iy’H focus specifically on the mitzva of Shofar and the current COVID reality for many men and women who will not be
able to attend shul for Rosh Hashana 5781.
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