
s�xc1  rabbi@rabbimanning.com                                    dbhbn ovrct - 5780

9 AV - ZECHER LECHURBAN
CAN WE LIVE WITHOUT MUSIC?

p�a, ctc �y - vhju kjr ,arsn

A]  ZECHER LEMIKDASH

• The loss of the Beit Mikdash left a gaping hole at the heart of the Jewish nation. Chazal realized that it was essential for us to retain a
consciousness of that loss in our lives and created two new areas of rabbinic law - Zecher LeMikdash and Zecher LeChurban.
• R. Yochanan ben Zakai was one of the main institutors of Zecher LeMikdash.  He lived through the Churban and had the task of
rebuilding and strengthening Torah after.

1. /sjt ouh vbhsncu vgca asenc kyhb ckuk vhv vbuatrcasenv ,hc crjankyhb ckuk tvha htfz ic ibjuh icr ihe,v 
 vgca vbhsncasenk rfz /ruxt ukuf ;bv ouh tvhau 

ch vban d erp vfux ,fxn vban

The Mishna mentions one famous example - that we take the 4 Minim on Succot all 7 days, and not just on the first day as

the Torah requires.  This is to remember that the mitzva in the Temple was all 7 days.

2. tre rnts ?asenk rfz ibhscgs ikbnu(zh:k uvhnrh) th º�v i«uH́ �m Q º$k Ut &r ´$e Æv $j $S �b h³�F w ·v-o .t &b Q­0t $P &r 2t Q�h¬4,«uF 4N �nU Q²$k v¬$f .r7t v2̧k7g 4t Áh �F
/V;$k ih¬0t J­0r«S vahrs thgcs kkfn /

/k vbav atr

Chazal learnt the concept of Zecher LeMikdash from Yirmiyahu, who laments that there was no one who sought out -
doresh - Zion during the exile.  Thus, Chazal instituted that we must find ways in our daily life to seek out Zion!

3.hrjt hf wv og rnth ip 'rcsc vdtsn upm ,hatrn 'u,nst kgn ktrah ,ukd ,gc uhv rat 'k"zj ka oase hbhg vbv
vzv scfbv ekjv ,t ujhbzhu ?osunhkc gmc vn .rtcu asenc ohhuk,v oheujv ,t ,tzv ,gv ubk ohhek ,g tk rat

/wasenk rfzw ugce if kg /uk sjuhnv vagnv hshk uthcvn vhuk, uc ub,guaha
vzn /kgupc onuhe xptn obuhdvn ubcck rhxb tk ignk 'asenv heuj iurfz ,men ,men ub,ht rhtavk k"z o,buf ///
ubhbucb jur zrzk 'utmh ukuf kkfv kg snkk ot hf 'utmh onmg kg snkk tk 'asenk ohsjtv ,uburfzv vkt hf 'rxun jeb
vue, j,p j,pbu 'ubng ,rzgk sh i,b vzcu /asuevu asenv hbhbg kf sunk,c asev ,rnan cuak 'ub,ru, h,ks hseuau

vgaubu uhkt vbpb ,gk vpmnu 'ohfrjv in .hmnv 'ubk wv ,guahk
 zy wng 'vnsev 'ivf ypan ,"ua

Rav Kook explains that the purpose of Zecher LeMikdash is to keep alive our learning of the mitzvot of the Mikdash,

which itself will ignite a yearning to again do them.  This in tuen will be instrumental in our actual redemption!

 
• Mitzvot derabbanan/minhagim which were introduced by Chazal as Zecher LeMikdash - to long for the Mikdash include:
-  taking the 4 Minim all 7 days.
-  eating the ‘Hillel Sandwich’ on Seder night - zecher lemikdash KeHillel1.
-  eating the afikoman at the end of the Seder in place of the korban Pesach.2 
-  having 2 cooked foods on the table on Seder night - zecher to the korban Pesach and korban Chagiga. 
-  counting Sefirat HaOmer today when there is no korban Omer.3 
-  arava on Hoshana Rabba? (see below)

• Later minhagim which were introduced by Jewish communities as Zecher LeMikdash include:
-  walking around the bima for Hoshanot on Succot4.
-  lighting candles in shul on Chanuka.5 
-  reciting Pitum HaKetoret.6 

1. Pesachim 116a
2. See Machzor Vitri Hilchot Pesach siman 95 s.v. ma nishtana (p 285) who identifies this as Zecher LeMikdash.
3. Menachot 66a
4. Siddur Rav Saadia Gaon p 228; Teshuvot HaGeonim, Shaarei Teshuva 31.
5. See R. Peretz on Smak Mitzva 280, who identifies this as Zecher LeMikdash.
6. Siddur Rav Amram Gaon, Siyum Hatefila s.v. ‘ube’erev leachar’.
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-  giving half shekel in shul before Purim.7 
-  singing Hallel in shul on Seder night - zecher to Hallel during the shechita of korban Pesach.8 
-  wearing kittel at Seder - zecher for the special tahor clothing worn when eating korban Pesach.9 
-  eating milky and then meaty food on Shavuot night - zecher to Shtei HaLechem.10 
-  celebrating simchat beit hashoeva on chol haomed Succot.
-  reading kol habechor on 2nd day chag in chu’l - zecher to bringing personal korbanot on Chag.11

-  not looking at Cohanim during bircat cohanim.12

-  zecher lehakhel13?

4.urzjh (ubhnhc) vrvnc ,hcv vbchafk /asenv ,hc crjan hhfz ic ibjuh icr ihe,v ukht ohrcs tjre ic gauvh wr wnt
 !ibauhk ukht ohrcs

c erp (inrchk) vbav atr ,fxn t,pxu,

The institutions of Zecher LeMikdash are designed to bring us to the rebuilt Mikdash.  At that stage the original halacha
can be restored.

B]  LIMITS TO ZECHER LEMIKDASH

5.?asenk rfz vgca vk ibhscg tks vcrg tba htnu 'asenk rfz vgca vhk ibhscgs ckuk tba htn :tcrk hhct vhk rnt
vk ,hks vcrg 'asenk rfz vgca vhk ibhscg - ihkucdc vru,v in rehg vhk ,hts ckuk :tcrs vhnan shcz cr rnt ////

/asenk rfz vgca ibhscg tk - ihkucdc vru,v in rehg
/sn vfux

The Gemara asks why we do not also take the arava all 7 days on Succot to remember the Mikdash where they did this.

It answers that the special mitzva of arava did not have application outside the Temple, so Zecher LeMikdash is not
appropriate. It relates to mitzvot that the people are familiar with, and can now do in a special way ‘Zecher LeMikdash’. 

6.- vgca vk ibhscg tks'icruj rjtk vhv tuvu 'eusm rc rzgkt hcrc (wc sung) inek ibhrntsf 'ibhscg tvhn sjt ouh kct 
/vhv kthknd icru gauvh hcru rzghkt hcr hnhcu 'htfz ic ibjuh hcr hnhc uhct eusm hcr vhva

oa h"ar

Rashi, however, points out that we DO take the Arava one day - on Hoshana Rabba.  This is also based on what the
Gemara calls minhag Nevi’im, but Rashi appears to connect it here to Zecher LeMikdash. 

7.ihkucdc ihdvub uhv lf /[vru,c] [vtrcvc] uexgk hsf kusd ivf sdbf [ihruea] [ihseua] tkt vkhkv kf ihbah uhv tk ////
 uhv ihtyuj kct asenk rfz ,hcv icruj rjt

y vfkv t erp (inrchk) (ohrupf) tnuh ,fxn t,pxu,

Chazal were also concerned to identify the limits of Zecher LeMikdash. The Tosefta in Yoma explains how the Cohen

Gadol was kept awake the entire night of Yom Kippur to ensure that he did not fall asleep and inadvertently become
tamei through a seminal emission.  Some maintained this minhag later in chu’l, but this was misguided and they sinned. 

8.:rnt kuta tct 'thb, /u,pyuj vbha tv, tku 'vrcv kue kusd ivf gnaha hsf 'vkhkv kf ihbah uhv tk ohkaurh hrhehn
 /ihtyuj uhva tkt 'asenk rfz if ihaug uhv ihkucdc ;t/(vrhcgk ihtcu 'sjh ohabu ohabt iheja - h"ar)tnh,htu hhct rnt 

'jhan h,t tk htnt 'u,hrnt :tshxj tkx crs vujt vsuvh crk uvhkt vhk rnts /tgsrvb - tnudr, :ejmh rc injb cr
 !tgsrvbc t,ku,c vnf kugctu 'tuv hruphfs tnuh tbshtv tvu

:yh tnuh

The Gemara explains why the minhag to stay up all night on Yom Kippur backfired
14

. It turned into a major social party

night which descended into sexual liasons between the youth!
15

7. Sefer HaChinuch Mitzva 105. 
8. Sefer Hamichtam on Pesachim 116b.
9. Imrei Shefer - commentary of Netziv on Haggada.
10. Rema OC 494.
11.  Tosafot Yom Tov to Mishna Megila 3:5.
12. Magen Avraham 128:35.
13. First proposed by the Aderet in the early 20th Century and first marked in 1945. Rav Kook writes (Chazon Hageula p 136) that is appropriate to institute new Zecher LeMikdash

minhagim for Eretz Yisrael, now that we have returned to the Land.
14. There is a minhag to stay up all night in shul on Leil Yom Kippur, but is dedicated to prayer and contemplation - Shulchan Aruch OC 619:6.
15. This could be one of the sources for those concerned that, due to the social opportunity,  the minhag of tashlich on Rosh Hashana causes more problems than it solves! 

To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com



s�xc3  rabbi@rabbimanning.com                                    dbhbn ovrct - 5780

C]  ZECHER LECHURBAN

• The expression ‘Zecher LeChurban’ appears frequently in later Rabbinic writings, but not in Chazal. There, the phrase is ‘Zecher
LeYerushalayim’.

9. - ygun rcs rhhanu shxc u,hc kf ost sx ////okaurhk rfz/rfz - ygun rcs rhhanu vsugx hexg kf ost vaug 
//// /okaurhk rfz - ygun rcs ,rhhanu vyhaf, kf vat vaug /ohkaurhk

c erp (inrchk) tr,c tcc ,fxn t,pxu,

• Chazal instituted various halachic practices Zecher LeChurban.  These basically fall into 4 categories:-

(i) The 4 fasts of the year - Tzom Gedalia, 10 Tevet, 17 Tammuz, 9 Av - and the mourning period of the 9 days in Av (extended by minhag
to the 3 weeks).
(ii) Restrictions on music16 all year round.17  
(iii) Tearing kriya on seeing the churban in Eretz Yisrael/Yerushalayim and making appropriate berachot. 
(iv) Restrictions on simcha in life - see below.

10.(1)'hbc :ivk rnt 'gauvh wr ivk kpyb /ihh ,u,ak tkau rac kuftk tka ktrahc ihaurp ucr 'vhbac ,hcv crjaf :r", 
v,ab ?!kyc uhafgu 'jczn hcd kg ihchren ubnna rac kftb :uk urnt ?ihh ih,ua o,t ihtu rac ihkfut o,t ht vn hbpn
tk ,urhp /,urhpc rapt !,ujbn ukyc rcfa 'kftb tk ojk 'f"t :ovk rnt ?!kyc uhafgu 'jcznv hcd kg ihfxbna ihh

 /ue,a !ohnv luxhb kyc rcfa 'v,ab tk ohn /ohrjt ,urhpc rapt !ohrufc ukyc rcfa 'kftb
(2)- rapt ht htsn r,uh kct,vku /vrzd vrzdb rcfa - rapt ht rehg kf kct,vk tka :ofk rnutu utuc !hbc :ivk rnt 

vc sungk ihkufh rucm cur f"tt rucmv kg vrhzd ihrzud ihta :ch,fs '(y:d hftkn) h«u ­D 4v oh·�g &c« e o´2T 4t h­�,« t &u ohº �r $t;0b o´2T 4t Æv $r 0t &N 4C
/«u ;K .F 

 (3)cr rnt /vnt kg vnt :;xuh cr rnt ?vnfu /ygun rcs uc rhhanu 'shxc u,hc ,t ost sx :ohnfj urnt lf tkt
kf vat vaug /tbxrvs txf :tpp cr rnt ?thv htn /ygun rcs rhhanu 'vsugx hfrm kf ost vaug /j,pv sdbf :tsxj

:rntba 'tgsm ,c :cr rnt ?thv htn /ygun rcs ,rhhanu 'vhyhaf, (u'v:zke ohkv,) :h;�bh �n &h j¬4F &J �T oÀ�$k $JUr;&h Q¬0j$F &J 2t-o ;�t
[h ;�, $j &n �G Jt ´«r kÀ Œ4g o·�4k $JUr &h-, 2t v2k7g †4t t́«k-o �t h �f¬0r &F &zÅ2t t·«k-o �t] »h �F �j&k ḩ �b«uJ&k-e¬4C &s �Tvz :ejmh cr rnt ?h,jna atr kg htn /

 :rntba 'ihkhp, ouenc ?vk jbn tfhv :hhctk tpp cr k"t /ohb,j atrca vken rpt(d:tx uvhgah) Á, 0,$k i«uÀH �m h́0k 0c7t4k oUǴ$k
 /r 2pÀ0t , 4j´4T r ¹0t &P o 2̧v$k :rntba /v,jnac vturu vfuz - ohkaurh kg kct,nv kfu(h:ux uvhgah)V­$c Ukh¬�d &u] o²�4k $JUr &h-, 2t Uj̄ &n �G 

/[ $vh;2k $g oh­�k &C 4t &, ;�N 4v-k $F G«u ºG $n ÆV $T �t UGh³�G $vh·2c7v« t-k $F
:x tr,c tcc

Chazal seek to set the appropriate parameters for mourning for the Mikdash.  The most important principle emerging

from this source is that Zecher LeChurban is a balance - ensuring that people do not forget the galut, whilst at the same

time not imposing restrictions that the people will not be able to cope with.

11. /ohphgx wv ucu 'icrujk rfz ,uagk
  tjy tkt /ohfknv ihbcf rhhufnu shhuxn ihbc okugk ohbuc ihta rusv u,utc uhva ohnfj ube, 'asenv ,hc crjan

 ,rhhufnu ,shhuxn rmj jeukvu /shx tkc j,pv sdbf vnt kg vnt ouen rhhanu shxc sxu yhyc u,hc(,rhhumn aurhp)'
 /ohk,ufc ;ukek u,ut ohchhjn ihtu 'v,ezjc uz hrv

 c,uhutrv ,urgev in vrge tkc hubp ouen jhbnu 'ygn ubnn rxjn 'ohjrutk vsugx ,uagk ijka lrugva ubhe,v ifu 
/oka yhaf, vhvh tka hsf 'ovc ,dvuba yhaf,v hbhnn ihn vrhhan 'cvzvu ;xfv hyhaf, vaug vatvafu  /oa ,,k

 /ihkhp, ,jbv ouenc uatrc i,ubu vken rpt jeuk 'vat taub i,jvafu'vpuj ,gac xuf rcak udvba ,unuen ahu :vdv
i,jv atrc ,ukhct hrcs rta ut vruja vpn ouak ut :rntba 'ohkaurh ,t rufzk hsf ohrcsv vkt kfu /ljfat ot

ohkaurhwudu h,jna atr kg ohkaurh ,t vkgt tk ot  /
  d /ovc jnak rha ka kue hghnan kfu rnz hbhn kfu rha hkfc idbk tka urzd ifu'ovc khdra hn teus ohrnut ahu :vdv

 /v,anv ,hcc ut rha hkfc ohcfuau ohsnuga ohfknv iudfvruxt 'ihhv kg vpc rha ukhptu /icrujv hbpn ognuak ruxtu 
 :rntbaihh u,ah tk rhac (y:sf vhgah)ausev hsxj iurfzu ,utsuv ka rha ut ,ujca, hrcs rnuk ktrah kf udvb rcfu /

/ihhv kg 'tuv lurc /hra kfv 'vkfu i,j ,hcc 'iudf 'vumn lrumk ifu :vdv 

  s :rntba 'khkf oua uatrc i,jv jhbh tkau /kkf jhbvk tka 'ohb,j ,uryg kg urzd ifuv·$r $y7g;$v oh ­�r $v &u , 2pº2b &m �N 4v Ærh �x $v
(tk:tf ktezjh)kf rtac kct 'vkfu i,jk teusu /vkfk r,un khsd ka kct ';xf ka thv ot 'vkfv ,uryg kg urzd ifu /

 /urzd tk ohabu ohabt
 v /vzv okugc euja tknha ostk ruxt

xe, inhx ,uhbg, rtau ctc vga, ,ufkv ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

16. For 2 more detailed shiurim on music in halacha see http://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Music-and-Sefira-Part-1.pdf and
http://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Music-and-Sefira-Part-2.pdf.  Audio shiurim are  on https://rabbimanning.com/index.php/audio-shiurim/cji/

17. Mishna Sota 9:11, Sota 48a, Gitin 7a, Yerushalmi Sota Chap 9 and Megilla 3:2, Sanhedrin 101a.
To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that the practical prohibitions in halacha based on Zecher LeChurban are
18

:

- not living in palatial homes.

- leaving a square Ama when we redecorate.

- a meal should always have something missing. 
- a woman should never wear all her jewelry.

- customs of mourning at a wedding - breaking glass, ashes on the chatan’s head etc.

- not listening to music in certain situations - see below.
- bride and groom not wearing certain headwear.

- not laughing too much!

D] CAN WE LIVE WITHOUT MUSIC?

12.teusu hnb v,an tkc whpts oharpn wxu,vu /v,anv ,hcc rruak iudf h"arhpu /vpc ihc hkfc ihc rha hbhn kf urxtu ///
/uhbpk ihrnzn uhv unuecu ucfac aurhp - trnzc lhnsu ohte vuv t,ukd ahr waurhc t,hts thvvf lfc khdra hnk
vpc whpts vkta ,cua,c rthc tuv kct ihhv kg teus vpcu ihbg kfc gunak ruxt hkfcs gnan k"z o"cnrv iuaknu
/iudhbu vmhkn tkc ;t ugnuak ruxta kuchb hrcs iv ot a"f hcrg iuaku hrcg iuak ihc eukhj ihtu /v,an tkc ;t ruxt

/// v,anv ,hcc ihhv kg ,ujca,u ,urha rnuk r,un kct uc tmuhfu uhpuhc vph jcak iudf ohcvt ,rha n"vu
 xe, inhx ohhj jrut ruy

The Tur quotes a number of halachic positions: (i) according to Rashi
19

, music is only prohibited when accompanied by

wine; (ii) according to Tosafot, music is also prohibited, even without wine, if it becomes a regular/constant pleasure;
(iii) the Rambam in Mishne Torah is strict on instrumental music even without wine, but more lenient with a capella

music, which is prohibited only when accompanied by wine.  But in his Teshuvot, he prohibits ALL music and singing,

with or without wine, except for religious celebrations.  Music with inappropriate words is always prohibited.

• As we saw above, the Shulchan Aruch prohibits all instrumental music, with or without wine, and a capella music with wine.  Music
(at least singing) is permitted at religious celebrations. The Rema clarifies that music at mitzvah celebration (eg weddings) is
permitted.  He is also generally more lenient and allows instrumental music, as long as it is not accompanied by wine or ‘constant’.

13. (dh)ruxt ihhv kg vpc rha ukhptu //// ruxt f"d ihh tkc ukhpts exp j"cu -
(sh),ujca, hrcs  -  v,anc ihrruana tuv ihsf tka k"hrvn hyuehkc c,fhb,hbg hf lsutzt hf ,ughrn ,jnak d"vfu 

tkt rnzk ,cac hra tks t"nv ehxn f"gu /rnzk vumn ohkdrk b"fvcc lt /rnz ihnf lhbc hbutag ,rnutu ea ,rduj vru,v
/ruxt ohrjt ohyuhp kct vsugxv kg ube,ba ohrha i,ut

 (uy)v"cev hsxj iurfzu - iurfz tkt urh,v tks kusd tyj htsu uvzu - ksd,h ubhhvs - ahse rruak ohdvub ,usugx vzhtcu
/hkhkp iug uvzu ,uause ,uch,c ut oheuxpc euja vaugu sjt i"mhk vsugxv kg ihjeuka vnc a"fu /ws hsxj

(zy)hra kfv  - /r,uhc junak iht n"nu vp kuchb vc tvh tka er ihhv kgu hkfc ihcu vpc ihc whp
xwe, vrurc vban

The Mishna Berura rules that:- (i) pesukim may not be sung in a social gathering at home - only in shul; (ii) even on

Shabbat, only ‘authorized’ zemirot should be sung; (iii) kaddish may NEVER be sang at a seuda; (iv) clowns who make

fun and games from pesukim are committing a terrible aveira; (v) even at a wedding the simcha must not be excessive!

14.iht lfkv 'ihhv kg tkt vpc ruxht ubhts gnan lurg ijkua hrcsn tkv odu /hns rhpa eubh,v iahk hsf ,urnzn otu (vf)
rxun hrpx hrtau v"kav rhvzv rcf uvhnu /[vurg vatc kue ouan rvzhk ah ,hcc ohrjt ohabt ah ot ift] /lf kf esesk
rmh hrdn tes ',ukcb hrcsu ohcdg hrhac truxht tfht hnb hfv utkcu 'gr gcy eubh,k shkun vza 'eubh,k ohcdg hrha rnzk tka

 :vz kg u,hc hbck rhvzhu vzn ejrh uapb rnuau /vhapbc grv
xe, inhx iuhmv rga

The Mishna Berura permits singing a lullaby to a baby, but only if the content of the song is appropriate.  Even though
the baby is unable to understand the words, he is concerned about the spiritual impact on the neshama of the child.

18. These are many other halachot/minhagim apart from these eg relating to the 3 weeks and fast days.  Note also the custom to eat eggs at the start of the meal on Seder night - since
9 Av is on the same weekday. (Rema OC 476:2).

19. Also the position of the Smag (Tisha BeAv pg 123b), Chiddushei HaRan (Gittin 7a), Tosfot HaRosh (Gittin 7a), Hagahot Mordechai (beginning of Gittin), and Meiri (pg 20.
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15.cwnc kwz irn c,f //// (,ushxj vbhta rnukf) vrha o,xu(jwcv oac dh ewx) tkau 'khdr ubhta hnk whpt 'vpc whpt ruxhtk 
tmuhf tk ot) evcun ucrfu ktrah kf ka icrf ubhsu okugv kfc ukce,b uhrpxa iuhf cwnv kg eukjk ihtu  /ihhv v,anc

(,ururc ,uhtrc kkfvn
urcsb zt

The Az Nidbaru (R’ Binyamin Silber - late 20C Bnei Brak) understands that the Mishna Berura prohibits ALL music
(other than for a mitzvah) and that the halacha must follow his psak in most circumstances.

16.o"cnrv er 'ihrh,n ohbuatrv kf ygnfs ouan khdr ubhta hnku v,an ,hcc tka ruxtk iht tnupcs vzn tmuhv
trnzcu //// vh,uf exp j"cvu u,cua,c o"cnrvf rhnjvk apb kgck hutrvn htsu kct /// /uh,ufkvc unmg sdb u,cua,c
v,an ,hcc tka ihrh,nu hdhkpa hrcx j"svu t"nrva ;t ifk /// /rcjnvu o"cnrv rcux ifa ouen kfc ruxt tbns

 khdr ubhtuibcrs ruxht tuva ;t rhnjvk ahkct //// hra kfv /// vkfu i,j ,jnak ubhta ;t /// vumn rcsk tuv otu /
tnups trnz gnab ot quhsrvq thsrv h"gu //// vumn rcs r,hv kkfc tuv ot hbepuxn vesm lrumk ihauga xygebgcv

////ruxt rnz hkfc otu r,un
uxe inhx t ekj ohhj jrut van ,urdt ,"ua

Rav Moshe Feinstein (in 1958) takes a strict approach.  He prohibits listening to any musical instruments all year
around, even on the radio, unless for a real mitzvah!!! 

17.eru vzc kkf ohrvzb obht okugv ubhbuctsk kct 'uhsrv ,rnz guna h,kcn rvzhvk trs raf,h rat vhvu i,h hn (c
 //// vagn habtu ohshxj

sx inhx ohhj jrut cegh ,ekj ,"ua

R. Yaakov Breisch (d. 1976) is also in principle against listening to music on the radio any time of year (although he goes

on in this teshuva to try and find a ‘limud zechut’ for those who do.)

18.rcsu /f"g v,anv ,hcc ut rha hkfc ohcfuau ohsnuga ohfknv iudf ovc khdra hn teus //// t"nrv wf vfkvk vbvu
a"fnu /vkt ohkf ohehzjnv dvbnn gushf ovc khdr treb vza gsuh ckv rha hkfv f"f ucr,ba ishs tvs yuap

 vsugx ,gcu crgc c"uhfu reucv rnz ,hbf,c vnhe ,gc reucc uhsrv ohj,upvtuv rund ruxhts /vfkv p"g 
hkfv ohgnuav ukt p"fg uvhnu /rund ,ufz sunk ubk ihtu ',tzv veuxp vfkv jfab ygnf ubhrgmku ubh,auck vagnku
lfk sjuhn ruxht ihta ouenc 'r,un vbu,j ,sugx ,gc a"fnu ',ucckv rrugk vumn rnzu asue rnz ohghnana rha
hkf sunkk r,hv i,ub vz ihts tyhapu /// tuv vumn rsdca k"ha ubucmg jepk gnuaa hnk ut 'gushf e"vhg ohkaurhc unf
,curg, ruxht hshk oa ohtcu ohruxt ,unuenc sunkk ohfkuva vzn runj orudu /o,x rruak n"g o,x ehzjvku rha

  //// vurg vatc kuec khafvku vpc rruak ohfhrm odu 'ohabu ohabt',tzv vmrpv ,jt ,cc rgck ubhshc iht vbvu
rha hkf vnf kkufa itdrut ouhvf ohtruea rha hkfv ,hcc ehzjvk vkhkj p"fgu /vzc .urpk tk hk gnua ost hratu
lhrm wv htrhu hsrj ,hc ,hcv ,dvbv kfu ubka ohhjv kfa ihch ubhrusa i,h hnu /vz kg stn ushpev ubh,uctu ubh,ucru

/ubhapb ,uspu ubh,kutd ,jnac ,utrk vfzb vz ,ufzcu 'k"bv ihbg vz kkfcu g"uau vfkv p"g rguan whvha
yx inhx u ekj hukv yca ,"ua

Rav Wosner also takes a strong line in this 1984 teshuva.  Whilst he sees a use for music for religious ‘chizuk’ and to

uplift those who feel down and depressed, he is insistent that listening to music constantly throughout the day is against
the halacha and cannot be part of a religious home. He is not happy with listening to music in the house on the radio

(ANY time during the year) or learning a musical instrument, and is particularly critical of the electronic

organ/keyboard.

 

19./rund rha hkf tuv pghys z"b whx c"j hukv ycac h,rtc rcf 'ohrmnv hnhc rgsrtegr pghyn ohbudhb ,ghna ihbgc /c
ratf rha hkf kkfc vuv vbav kf ukhpt tkt 't"be, whx j"ut rtucnv h"pg ruxts ohrmnv ihcc thgcn tk f"tu
ukhpt ohkhen ouhvfa tkt /rha hkfk lpvb vpc vrhan vagb pghyv ot ukhpt h,gsku //// oa o"cnrv hrcsn h,jfuv

//// vz jhfa ohabc yrpcu 'hrau wh,ucmg jepk ohaug vcrv ohngpu ',ufz ovhkg snkk ahu 'vzc ohesesn
zfe inhx j ekj hukv yca ,"ua

In a 1989 teshuva Rav Wosner writes that recorded music and radio have the status of instrumental music, even if vocal

only, and are thus prohibited the entire year.  He accepts however that many people (even those who are ‘medakdekim’)
are not careful with this and he tries to justify this by suggesting that many people, especially, women, will become

depressed without music. 
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20.',ukkuvu atr ,uke lrs obhta kf ',"havk ,utsuvu ,ujca,u ,urha kue oarvn ut uhsrvn gunak ohkhenv :oufhxc
hp kg ;tu /vfrc uhkg tuc, rhnjnvu /ktrahk ovk jbvu 'vbhdb hkfc ohuukn ova hp kg ;tu 'ufunxha vn kg ovk ah
ohexupv curf vfkv tna /tehpx epx ihgf aha //// o"cnrv iuakf o,x tuvu 'lurg ijkav irn ,utruv ubkce ubta
ruxtk ihta 'ohexupv curk vsuh tuv od tna 'o"cnrv ,gsf rnuk tmn, otu /ihhv kg tkt rha hkf gunak rxtb tka

 /ihhv kg tkt rha hkf ,ghna/(.rtv hrpvu d"vbfv hrcsf)kue oarcu uhsrc tna ';xuh ,hcvu ruyv aurhpf rnuk tmn, otu 
ruxtk iht ohexupv cur ,gska iuhfna vtrb ohbp kf kgu /ihhv kg tka ognuaaf kevk ah - ihgk ohtrb obhta
rhnjnvu ibcrs t,khn huvs iuhf 'ohkhenc ,ujnk iht 'o"cnrv hrcsc lf oharpna ahu 'ihhv kg tkt rha hkf ,ghna

//// c"g,
vn inhx t ekj ,gs vujh ,"ua

Rav Ovadia Yosef permits listening to religious music on the radio (during the year), even with instruments, but only

after much halachic argument to find a way to justify it.  He permits and encourages those who choose to be strict.

21.er ,uhvk ktrahc vhutr vjnava ,ucckc vph ahravk k"z ohhvktv ubhnfj utr 'ohngv in ktrah ,t asek vbvu
oak er ohejan kujnc ,tmk ucck uvtah tka lkuv rahv hktrahv aht ka hrxunv gcyv tuv ifu /vumn ouenc
khd kt jnak tka ,tzf vdrsnk tab,vk kkfc ruchmv shc ahu /////.rtv hhud rta lrsf tnkgc ,uehr ka vjna

hcnupu iunvc ohngf
 zg-ug ,ut wt erp ,ca vwht ihg

Rav Kook stresses a different hashkafic approach - that our simcha and celebration should be focused on simcha shel

mitzvah and not the simcha of music alone.  This has nothing specifically to do with galut.  Indeed, as our levels of

simcha increase in the approach to geula, it may be that this focus should be strengthened even more!  

22.shn,nu ztn ubhhymv ohsuvhva gushu /,ubvhk hsf vehzun gunaku idbk ohbuatrv cur ,gsf kevk ohdvub vagnk
,unfjv iv vehyn,nvu vehzunv ,nfja rntu 'vehzunv ,nfj ,t sutn jcha tbkhun iutdv ;tu /vbhdbcu vehzunc

/r,uhc uhkg ,uchcjv
wy vfkv y erp .rtvu ogv vfkv hbhbp

Most contemporary poskim are more lenient today on the issue of music.

EXTRA SOURCES

23.'ihh ,u,ak tku rac kuftk tka ubnmg kg ruzdba tuv ihs 'asenv ,hc crja ouhn :gahkt ic ktgnah wr rnt 'thb,
,ugr ,urhzd ubhkg ,rzuda 'vgarv ,ufkn vyapa ouhnu /vc sungk ihkufh rucm cur f"tt rucmv kg vrzd ihrzud iht tkt
ubnmg kg ruzdba tuv ihs 'icv guahk :vk hrntu 'icv gucak xbfhk ub,ut ,jbn ihtu ',umnu vru, ubnn ,kycnu ',uaeu

 /uhktn vkf ubhct ovrct ka ugrz tmnbu 'ohbc shkuvku vat tahk tkaktu ihddua uhvha cyun 'ktrahk ovk jbv tkt
ihshzn uhvh/

:x tr,c tcc

In the continuation of the Gemara we saw above in source 10, Chazal add another important halachic principle.  As we
saw above, one may not make a decree that most of the community will not be able to uphold.  Furthermore, even if a

decree were appropriate, if we know that many people will not observe it, it is better not to enforce it and allow the

people to be unintentional sinners.
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