5780 - dbhbn ovrct

rabbi@rabbimanning.com

1

s xc
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177 - MACHLOKET - THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY
OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2020

A] GOOD AND BAD MACHLOKET
oak tuva ,eukjn thv uzht /ohhe,vk vpux iht ohna oak vbhtau ohhe,vk vpux ohna oak thva ,eukjn kf
/u,sg kfu jre ,eukjn uz ohna oak vbhtau htnau kkv ,eukjn uz ?ohna

1.

zh vban v erp ,uct ,fxn vban

Chazal developed a typology of machloket, distinguishing between positive and negative dispute. The primary distinction
is between machloket which is ‘leshem shamayim’ (for the sake of heaven) - such as that of Hillel and Shamai, and that
which is not - such as that between Korach and his band of followers.

jrew rnta wt euses ihcba //// k"zu v"fr ;s jre wp cuy ij rpxc k"z hukv vhcuy r"rv ofjv hrcs kf vbv eh,gvk h,htr
//// /wvanu jrew ,eukjn rnth if kkv ,hck a"c ihc a"nfa !vank jre ihc tkt u,sgu jre ihc ,eukjnv vhv tk hrv 'wu,sgu
ohtca /huk hbcn jre wc ,fv 'vrufcv ypan uku rufcv icutr ycan ocur aht b"r ktrah hbcn sjt ,f ka o,eukjn vhv vz
f"t /kdgv iugc tuv ot ,urufcv iuhspc ohukv uxbfb vnku ohukv ,sucg sucgk ov ohmura /huk vhva jre kg rgrgk ,urufcv
jre ,kucj, ,tz !inuenk ,urufcv ucuahu kjnb ktrahk od irvtk kdgv iug hrndk kjnb otu /uvag tuva u,mhjnn irvt vjsh
u,sg og u,eukjn ot hf 'rnt van og u,eukjn kg tk wu,sgu jrew urnt if ot //// vz og vz ohekuj - u,sg og u,eukjnu
:f"g uz ,eukjnc whba ,f vhv tk van iftu /usctb uktu uktu 'vhukv kg ukt og ukt

2.

zh vban v erp ,uct ,fxn vnka ,ftkn

Although the simple meaning of the ‘machloket of Korach and his band’ is a reference to their dispute with Moshe, the
commentary of the Melechet Shlomo1 quotes the Sefer Chen Tov2 who has another understanding. He points out that the
text refers to the dispute between Korach and his followers, mostly from the firstborn - Reuven. They themselves were in
a major machloket! Korach was a Levi, whose family had displaced the firstborn due to the Chet Haegel. Korach wished
to displace Aharon who had created the Egel. But if Aharon was truly forgiven, and the sin of the Egel was expunged,
then Korach, as a Levi, should lose his position too!

lu,n urnta unf 'ohhe,n vzu /,ntv dhavk ,eukjn v,utn aeucnv ;uxvu ,hkf,v 'ohna oak thva ,eukjnvu
vmrbv ,hkf, 'ohna oak vbhta ,eukjnu /kkv ,hcf vfkva htnau kkv ,eukjnc rrc,ba unfu ',ntv rrc,h jufhuv
o,buuf ;uxu ,hkf,a u,sgu jrue ,eukjnc ubhmna unf 'ohhe,n ubht ;uxv vzu /jumhbv ,cvtu vrrav ,aec thv vc
!lphvk uhvu vrravu sucfv ,aec v,hv

3.

zh vban v erp ,uct ,fxn trubyrcn vhscug wr

Machloket leshem shamayim is defined as the search for truth. If so, there are no losers - only winners when the truth is
finally reached. Machloket shelo leshem shamayim is intended to achieve personal honor in this world and victory over a
loser. It is essentially egocentric. In the end, there can be no victory in this world, as all must die!
• As such, the principal distinction between good and bad machloket is between dispute over ideas and truth, or dispute against
personalities.

1. R. Shlomo Adani - 17th Century Eretz Yisrael. Originally from Yemen, he moved to Eretz Yisrael with his father when he was a child and became a senior Rav in Chevron.
2. R. Tuvia HaLevi of Tzfat - late 16th Century. He was from the generation before the Melechet Shlomo and a senior Rav in Tzfat in the generation after the Beit Yosef.
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B] GOOD MACHLOKET - TRUTH AND THE HUMAN CONDITION
B1] IDEAL MACHLOKET AND MULTIPLE TRUTHS
y"nu 'ruvy ohbp y"n rnut vhv vank v"cev rnut vhva rucs kf kg tkt 'ihfh,j vru, hrcs vb,hb tk htbh wr rnt
ucr - ,«Y& v*
) k oh,Cr) h¬/
r0jt) (c:df ,una) vhk rnt ?!rcs ka ururhc kg sungb h,n sg okug ka ubucr uhbpk rnt /tny ohbp
/ruvy ihrvynv ucr 'tny ihtnynv

4.

ch runzn ohkv, arsn

Chazal understood truth as being inherently bifurcated in this world. They express this midrashically by saying that God
gave Moshe on Sinai a full range of opinions, all of which are true - 493 aspects to say tahor/pure and 49 to say
tamei/impure. The halacha fixes on one of these in practice, but they are all valid as the word of God.

hf umrh,u ?rh,n vzu rxut vzu ohhj ohekt hrcs ovhba uvha rapt lthv - k"z ,prm hbcr ukta /ohhj ohvkt hrcs uktu ukt
rntu 'vz kg v"cevk ktau /r,hvk ohbp y"nu ruxhtk ohbp y"n rcsu rcs kf kg uk utrv vru, kcek ournk van vkgaf
/rcsc suxu ogy ah ,ntv lrscu 'arsv hpk tuv iufbu /o,unf vgrfv vhvhu rusu rus kfca ktrah hnfjk ruxn vz tvha

5.

:dh ihcurhg ,fxn t"cyhrv haushj

The Ritva (Spain 14C) picks up on this midrash and works it into the principle of Elu V’Elu. Machloket on issues of
multiple truth is both desirable and essential.

/utr odu ugna rat ,ukuev ivu /// ,urubhm y1n lrs ukceu 'hbhx rvc uhv ,unabv kfa hpk 'rcsk ogy uc,f ohkcuenvu
jf hpk kceu u,dav hpk uka rubhm lrs vtr sjt kf /rubhmc ,uekj,nv - ,uhgsv iv - ,ukuev ,t ohtur ktrah kfu
hahkavu tnyk iurjtv vmek ghdh hbavu ruvyk ghdh sjta sg 'vzn eujr vz v,u,hjp ut vhhukhg curk vbuhkgv u,nab
/// ,nt kfvu ,uumev in eujr ,ugmntk

6.

e c xn unuka ka oh xk vnsev

On a mystical level, the Yam Shel Shlomo understands, that every Jewish neshama was present at Har Sinai and received
a unique Torah channelled specifically to them! Thus, each Jew has their own ‘derech’ to establish the truth and each
derech came from God. Of course, in practical terms, there has to be a uniform psak to enable society to function and
each person will be bound to that psak. But outside those parameters, each will find their own pathway.

vzk vz ohnus ivhpumrp ihtu 'vzk vz vnus o,gs ihta /ohzrv ofj lurc :rnut ktrah hxukfut vturv :ibcr ub,

7.
/jb ,ufrc

As Jews, we make a beracha on the reality that every Jews has (at least one!) different opinion.

Wittgenstein's Duck/Rabbit
Old/Young Woman?

ohrnut ovn /,urucj ,urucju 'oh,hf oh,hf ,rav hftkn uagb 'iuatrv ost ,t ,trck v"cev tca vgac iunhx r"t
trch rnut esm /ohrea ukufa trch kt rnut ,ntu 'ohsxj knud tuva trch rnut sxj //// trch ohrnut ovnu trch kt
ch,fs tuv tsv !.rtk ufhkavu ,nt kyb ?v"cev vag vn /vyye vhkufs trch kt rnut ouka ',uesm vaug tuva
vhhxfhykt xhxf, vzcn v,t vn ohnkugv iucr v"cev hbpk ,rav hftkn urnt ///// (ch:j kthbs)vm3 r*tº)Æ ,n7
6 t Q³/kJ* ,) u*
j·3nm* T, .6r´6tn/ ,n6 t7 †(ch:vp ohkv,) ch,fs tuv tsv '.rtv in ,nt vkg, ?!lka

8.

iunhx r"t v"s j varp vcr ,hatrc

The Midrash describes how God ‘threw Emet out of Heaven’ so that it could be rooted in this world.
3. 49 is an expression of a ‘super-7’, 7 being the maximal dimension of this world (6 physical directions + time). Thus 49 represents the total possible understandings of the human
mind. 50 (a super-8) is always ‘beyond’ - the level of the Divine which cannot be achieved. This is the symbolism of Sefirat HaOmer - counting towards a 50 which can never be
attained. Another ‘super-7’ is 70, as in ‘70 faces of the Torah’.
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B2] GOOD MACHLOKET AND HUMAN LIMITATIONS
kkvu htna uekjb ,unuen vakac :tbuv cr rnt

9.
/uy ,ca

Hillel and Shammai hardly disagreed about any issues.

vfkv ohrnut ukkvu ub,unf vfkv ohrnut ukkv /kkv ,hcu htna ,hc uekjb ohba aka :ktuna rnt tct hcr rnt
ohhj ohvkt hrcs uktu ukta rjtn hfu /kkv ,hcf vfkvu 'iv ohhj ohvkt hrcs uktu ukt :vrntu kue ,c vtmh /ub,unf
tkt sug tku /htna ,hc hrcsu ivhrcs ihbuau 'uhv ihcukgu ihjuba hbpn - i,unf vfkv gucek kkv ,hc ufz vn hbpn
/ivhrcsk htna ,hc hrcs ihnhsena

10.

:dh ihcurhg

Beit Hillel and Beit Shamai DID disagree on far more, and were not able to resolve their disagreements without
metaphysical intervention. This is the source for Elu V’Elu4 and machloket in halacha. It would seem that this should
be an example of built in, ideal, machloket. There is just a hint in the Gemara that there is may be a problem, in that the
halacha follows Beit Hillel, apparently due to their superior middot. Was there an ongoing problem in the House of
Shammai, or were they simply more single-minded, idealistic and less open to intellectual compromise?

ohcr hrjt vrnt vru,vu ohcr sdbf v,hv o,vs ////// rnuk ahu ?rzghkt hcrs kue ,cf ik tnhhe tks tba htn rnt, otu
///// hpy hphrj uuv htna ,hcs ouan tkt kue ,c ufrmuv tku /tcur uuv kkv ,hc 'vcrst tfv kct /,uyvk

11.

kue ,c rjtk itf vws :u ihcurhg ,upxu,

Tosafot ask why Beit Shamai and Beit Hillel listen to the bat kol in this case, whereas in the famous case of R. Yehoshua
and R. Eliezer and Oven of Achnai (Bava Metzia 59b), R. Yehoshua refuses to listen to a bat kol! Tosefot answer that the
bat kol in this case was in line with the majority, and thus with the halacha. If so, why is there a need for a bat kol at
all!? In fact, the bat kol was really for Beit Shamai, who were so sharp in their intelligence that they knew they had
identified a more ideal and correct ‘heavenly’ truth.5

,uru, h,af vru, ,hagbu 'ktrahc ,eukjn ucr - ifrm kf uana tka kkvu htna hshnk, ucran

12.

:jp ihrsvbx

Chazal indicate that the explosion of machloket between Beit Shamai and Beit Hillel is due to their inability to learn fully
from their masters. Were they to blame for this?

ohabt wc kfa rtucn vz ihbg - wktrahc ,eukjn v,cr ofrm kf uana tka kkvu htna hshnk, ucranw urnta vn kct
otu /ohbp ouac o,rcxc ,eukjn ovhbhc kup, tk ',urcxv ovn uthmuha ohrehgv ,ghshcu iuhgcu kfac ohua o,uhvc
/,ushjh ,ufkvc tkt kkvu htna uekjba tmnb tka unf /tyugn vhv, vkpb
ohrehgv unf vzk ohbu,bv if unf ohrehgvu /trcx lrsc uthmuha vn kfc vzk vz ,ucure uhv ovhba ,ugsa hbpn vzu
,eukjn vkpb 'ocu htnau kkv ,rcx sdb o,rcx vakjbu vnfjv kg ohshnk,v ,shea v,pr ratf kct /vzk ohbu,bv
/ohrehgv in ushc aha vnu 'ukfa hpk v,hv ovn sjtu sjt kf ,rcxa /ohcr ohrcs kg iuhgc ovhbhc
unf epx ubk ihtu /xjbpu gauvh kfaf jfu,vk iuhgc ohjfu,n ohnfj hbak ubjbt jhrfb tka /,tz kfc onhatvk ihtu
ihbg kg u,sucgc ubum tk tuv lurc auseva /ovn vkgnk tuva unf ut 'kkvu htna unf obhta hrjt uc uekjba vnc if
/vz

13.

vbank owcnrv ,nsev

The Rambam explains that the more attuned two minds are to the fundamentals of Judaism, the less likely they are to
argue. Thus, Hillel and Shamai hardly disagree at all. Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel are not to be blamed for becoming
weaker. They were products of their times and could only achieve what their generation was capable of. God expects no
more of us than to be the best we can be in our own times.

4. There is another Gemara of Elu V’Elu in Gittin 6b which deals with machloket in Midrash.
5. In the case of the Oven of Achnai, R. Eliezer (who is described as a Shamuti - a follower of Beit Shamai) takes the same approach. But by then, it had proved to be disastrous for the
Jewish people and R. Yehoshua takes a much harder line to stamp it out.
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C] BAD MACHLOKET - DIVISION AND HUMAN FAILING
C1] UNWANTED MACHLOKET DUE TO LOSS OF AUTHORITY
rnut hkcrtv ht,hb lunxk tka rnut vhjrp ic gauvh 'lunxk rnut ibjuh ic ;xuh 'lunxk tka rnut rzguh ic hxuh
/lunxk tka rnut iuhkyct 'lunxk rnut vhgna 'lunxk rnut jya ic iugna /lunxk tka rnut htcy ic vsuvh 'lunxk
vbuatr ,eukjn thv uzu /// -h$ar) /lunxk rnut kkv 'lunxk tka rnut htna /htna xbfb ojbn tmh 'uekjb tk ojbnu kkv

14.

(ktrah hnfjc v,hva
/zy vdhdj

The Mishna in Chagiga records what Rashi calls the the first ever halachic dispute between the Rabbis! Is it possible that
there was never a rabbinic argument until that point in history? In fact, this was the first machloket that could not be
resolved due to the gradual erosion of the authority of the Sanhedrin.

/urhgca ihs ,hck ktua ktrahn sjtk epx uc skuba ihs kf tkt 'ktrahc ,eukjn v,hv tk ohhe kusdv ihs ,hc vhvaf
ot /,hcv rvca ihs ,hck ihktuau ohkaurhk ihkug 'uhjuka og ut 'ihs ,hc u,ut og ktuav hrv 'utk ot /uk urnt 'ugsh ot
,hck ,hzdv ,fakk ihtc kfv 'utk otu /ivk urnt 'ugsh ot /vrzgv j,p kga ihs ,hck ihtc kfv 'utk ot /uk urnt 'ugsh
- vc ubsa vsnv hpn ihc 'vkcev hpn ihc 'kusdv ihs ,hc kmt gush kfk epxv uc skuba rcsv vhv ot /ihktuau kusdv ihs
usngh ut /ikuf unhfxha sg rcsc ihb,ubu ihtaubu i,gac uc ihbs kusdv ihs ,hc kmt rurc rcsv vhv tk ot /shn ohrnut
vz - ktrahc ,eukjn v,cr kusdv ihs ,hc kycan /ivk ihfkuvu 'vfkv lf ohktuav kfk urnthu /curv rjt ufkhu ihbnk
/rh,n vzu rxut vz 'uhrcsk ogy i,ubu rvyn vzu 'uhrcsk ogy i,ubu tnyn

15.

s vfkv t erp ohrnn ,ufkv o"cnr

Originally there were no on-going disputes. All halachic issues were ultimately decided by the Sanhedrin. There was
always temporary machloket but there was equally a way of resolving disputes. Once the Sanhedrin became ineffective,
different opinions of Rabbis became preserved and thus there had to be a mechanism for deciding between them.

C2] UGLY MACHLOKET DUE TO THE BREAKDOWN OF SOCIETY
ohns hfpua iv ivu - ktrahc ,ueukjn ucr ckv hjujz ucran

16.

y vfkv sh erp vyux t,pxu,

The Tosefta records that machloket increased due to social breakdown and instability.

,uapb hbhs ubs tka ////?t,fkhv htnk /,uhubjc vk vcahu ihrsvbx vk v,kd ,hcv crj tka sg vba ohgcrt

17.
/uy ,ca

40 years before the destruction of the Second Temple, the Sanhedrin exiled itself from the Temple complex. From that
moment, it was unable to fully function, even in principle.

'uvhhsvc tcre shcgbu euphb :uvk urnt /uvbheca tk 'uvhhsvc tnka shcgbu euphb :ibcr uvk urnt 'hbuhrc uvbv uvc uuv
/tbpf vuvu 'hrgau hyhjs hrcnt uvbvk uvbke une /t,khn tghh,xn tk :ibcr uvk urnt

18.
/ub ihyhd

Jerusalem in the last days of the Great Revolt was a seething mass of factions. Yochanan MiGush Chalav, Shimon Bar
Giora, Eliezer ben Shimon and others all vied for leadership of the Zealots. The Friends of Rome, the Sadducees and
other Rabbinic factions fought against them. Machloket pulled us apart.

ihexun ihtu 'vrvyc ihrmuc vn hbpn :htnak kkv uk rnt /rafuv tk :rnut kkv 'rafuv :rnut htna ',dk rmucv
kt tmuhvu xbfh xbfbv :urnt 'arsnv ,hcc crj umgb /vehxnv kg ;t vtnuy hbrzud - hbyhbe, ot :uk rnt - ?vrvyc
kdgv uc vagba ouhf ktrahk vae vhvu 'ohshnk,v in sjtf htna hbpk cauhu ;upf kkv vhv ouhv u,utu /tmh

19.

/zh ,ca

The Gemara discusses whether the harvesting of grapes for pressing (not immediate eating) renders them susceptible to
contract impurity due to the juice inadvertently squeezed out in the process of picking and gathering. Shammai says it
does but Hillel says it does not. When Hillel raised a question from the halacha regarding the olive harvest, the response
was harsh, humiliating and almost violent.
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rcs vrag vbuna kkv ,hc kg hhna ,hc ucru ubnb /ureck ukgaf iurd ic uvhezj ic vhbbj ,hhkgc urnta ,ufkvv in ukt
kdgv uc vagba ouhf ktrahk ovk vae ouhv u,ut vhvu - ouhc uc urzd

20.

zy vfkv t erp (inrchk) ,ca ,fxn t,pxu,

Beit Shamai’s extra stringencies in the area of tumah and tahara were seen as a disaster for the Jewish people. Why?

ihfx kyb - urhcj ka ,unt gcrt lu,k ivn sjt ose /acfc ihkugu ihmru ihua ivhba uhva ohbvf hbac vagn :ibcr ub,
/ihfx vtnyb tku rprpn hbc ihhsgu 'of,rpf tuv hrv :rnt /rprpn tuvaf utmnu eubh, ka uhct tc //// /uckc uk ge,u
!ohns ,ufhpan r,uh ohkf ,rvy ovhkg vaea lsnkk

21.

/df tnuh

The halachic perspective became skewed. People were more focused on ritual and Temple than real damage to others.

ihdruv uhvu vynkn ivk usng a"c hshnk, thhbut gauvh hcr tb, //// kdgv uc vagba ouhf ktrahk vae vhv ouhv u,ut
/ohjnrcu ,ucrjc ivhkg usng rtavu ukg ivn vaa hb, /v"c hshnk,c

22.

ws vfkv t erp ,ca ,fxn (tbkhu) hnkaurh sunk,

In fact, the Yerushalmi tells us that even the machloket of Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai led to violence and death!

D] THE TORAH PROHIBITIONS AGAINST PERSONAL MACHLOKET
D1] INDIVIDUAL MACHLOKET - DON’T BE LIKE KORACH!
r¸J0
6 t ig) n*
)ÂkÂ kt/À r3G,
* h h́/bc,* k iIº
rF3 z, v :j&/
) C*zN)
, k hU¬Pm, oUgE* r*)h&u) oh·,prK¬* v) Uch,re* v, r¬6J0t ,J6 j*
º Bv) ,IT́j* n) ,t/µ iv«/À Fv) r´3zg3 *kt6 jE,
º)Hu)
:I!k v"#J«n&s'hC( v r*#CS+ r-J.
# tF!' I,º s.
1g2'fu(3j'r«-ef( v4#hv!
( h+ &t«ku( 1v h́/bp,* k ,r«6y e* rh¬,ye* v*
) k tUvº Æi«rv0 t
&) g)r³6Zn, t´«k rJ0Â
6 Ât rÀz3 Jh´,t cr¹)e,
* hRt&«k

23.

v-s:zh rcsnc

The Chumash contains a mitzvah to remember the episode of Korach, and not to be like him and his men.

/// ,eukjn kgc vhvh tkau ,eukjnc ehzjh tka vz kkfcu I,º s0
3g´)fuÆ* jr«)ȩf* v³6hv&,
* hRt«ku* ////

24.
c ke e nx

The Smak explains that the prohibition applies to all machloket.

ehzjnv kf :cr rnts ',eukjnc ihehzjn ihta itfn :ahek ahr rnt /o·3
rhc0
, tu) i´3
,SRk
3 t6 Q6k/Hu) vJ«º6 n oe´3
3 Hu) (vf:zy rcsnc)
/I,º s0
3g´)fuÆ* jr«)ȩf* v³6hv&,
* hRt«ku* rntba utkc rcug ,eukjnc

25.

/he ihrsvbx

A person must try to avoid machloket and, even if they are clearly in the right, must ‘go the extra mile’ to make shalom!

/I,º s0
3g´)fuÆ* jr«)ȩf* v³6hv&,
* hRt«ku* :rntba 'utkc rcug ,eukjnc ehzjnv kf vfrck oburfz ubh,ucr urnt jb

26.

tku jb v"s d rga vbuh ubhcrk vcua, hrga rpx

Rabbeinu Yona counts this as one of the 613 mitzvot and Sefer Chafetz Chaim rules this way.

D2] FACTIONAL MACHLOKET - LO TITGODEDU
:,n3
/ k of6 h/bh/g ihC/ vj3 r*e3 UnhG, ,3 t«ku* Uss«* D,* ,, t«k oehv«/ kt
7 1v oT6 t) oh,bC3

27.

t:sh ohrcs

Another of the 613 mitzvot is ‘lo titgodedu’ - not to self-harm over the dead.

ohtb ,uhvk ihutr o,tu 'ouen ka uhbc o,ta hpk ihaug ohhruntva lrsf ,n kg ofracc yrau vshsd ub,, tk - ussud,, tk
/ohjruenu ohsusd tku

28.
oa h"ar

Rashi explains this as not to mutilate oneself in excessive grief over the dead by making scratches on the skin.
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!,usudt ,usudt uag, tk :ussud,, tk

29.
/sh ,unch

Chazal understood this same issur to be a prohibition on factionalism in society

vbvu /// /ussud,, tk vkg,h urnt tuvu vrz vsucg hscug uagha unf ubracc yra ,uagn ubrhvzva thv v"nv vumnvu
tk - ussud,, tk urntu /ohmucev ;ukhju ovhdvbnc rhgv hbhs h,c eukhjn vrvztv if od vz utk kkfca (:dh ,unch) urnt
sm kg if od tuv u,sgfu jref vhvh tku rntba utkc rcug ,eukjnc ehzjnv (/he wvbx) ornt ifu /,usudt ,usudt uag,
/arsv

30.

vn vag, tk ,umn o"cnrk ,uumnv rpx

The Rambam also relates this mitzva to the prohibition of machloket and factionalism.

vsucg ihscug ktraha vgac ukhpta 'oukav kusd /,eukjnv ,t utbau 'oukav ,t ucvt 'rnut rpev rzgkt wr vhv ///
rcsc kct /«uk& Rj&)Bv&) oh,r3p* t6 oh²,Cm0
)g rUc̄0j (zh:s gauv) rntba ivc gdhk hbumr iht tuv lurc ausev rnut /ovhbhc ouka ahu vrz
- ,eukjn vc aha rhg ?smhf /,eukjnv vtubau 'oukav kusd - tv /Un·3
Jt6
* h v´3Tg) o3C,k e¬)kj3 (c:h gauv) ?rnut uvn ,eukjn
uc aha ,hc /crjhk vpux - ,eukjn vc aha ,xbfv ,hc /ohns ,ufhpa 'rhgc ,eukjn ohnfj urntu !crjhk vpux
- ihs ,hcc ,eukjn ohnfj urntu /,unk ipux - ,eukjn ovhbhcu ,jt rhgc ovu ihbhs h,c hba //// crjhk upux - ,eukjn
/okugv icruj

31.

z erp .rt lrs ,fxn ,ubye ,u,fxn

Machloket causes destruction - churban. Jewish unity, even without mitzvot, will save us from that.

hscug ctjt ka urus kct //// ihkpub uhvu vnjknc ihtmuh uhv ihruykhs ivk vhva hsh kgu 'uhv ohehsm ikuf sus ka urus
ihjmubu vnjknk ihsruh uhv thruykhs ivk vhv tka hsh kgu 'uhv vrz vsucg

32.

zy ;s t erp vtp ,fxn hnkaurh sunk,

The Jewish people succeeds as a nation if it is unified, EVEN if it contains the worst of sins.

E] THE DANGERS OF PERSONAL MACHLOKET - EVEN WHEN LESHEM SHAMAYIM!
ihs ehsmvk rntb wtuv rahw jcas /tUv& r3
J3hu* eh¬,Sm) ////«ukº gWP3 oh´,nT3 ÆrUMv) (s:ck ohrcs) euxpv kg ubhztv ,rhac rtc,bs ihbgvu
tk lt 'vru, hkngu ohshxju ohehsm uhva ubarhpu /(v euxp oa) k« T*& k,) pU
* JE/g, r«uS¬ vhva 'hba ,hc icrjc
K tuv lurc ausev
wv ,trhc o,gsf tka dvuba utra hn ,t usaj 'vz kt vz ockca obj ,tba hbpn 'if kg /ohnkug ,ufhkvc ohrah uhv
vz kgu /,hcv crja sg 'okugca ,ugrv kfku 'vdkpv lrsc ohns ,ufhpa hshk vz hsh kg utcu /xruehptu heusm tuva
,ufhkvc od rahv lrsc ohfkuva iputc tkt 'uktf ohehsm kcux ubhtu tuv rah tuv lurc auseva 'ihsv eusm vhv
/.rtv cuah ,Uxhrvu vthrcv icrjK orud vzs /ohna oak tuva cd&kg&;t ,unhnegc tku 'okug

33.

,hatrc xk vnsev - anuj kg c hmbv aurhp

The Netziv explains that the Sinat Chinam which destroyed the Temple was caused by tzaddikim who were acting leshem
shamayim! The problem was that they personalized their disagreements to the stage that they called other people
apikorsim - heretics, just because they opposed their position. These ‘tzaddikim’ are part of the problem not the solution!

og ohaurpv ,eukjn ,cxc ktrah vkdu ,hcv crju .rt o,gb - hba ,hcc - ygnf ub,uarcu e"vtc ubhhva vgac ///
rcs vzhtc kehn sjta aurp vtra vgac ubhhv /ihsv in ubhta vn s"a vcrv obj ,tba ,njn cxv odu /oheusmv
r,hvc s"a vcr,b vznu 'u,ut ihshruna heusmk uypua vhv j"a ,njn n"n 'vrhcg vag tkt kkf heusm vhv tka d"gt
vnsh ,sv hehzjnn wt hbhg ,utr h"pg rat f"d ,tzf ,gc u"j ghdvk ,gsv in eujr ubht z"fu //// ,ugyc vumn oaku
,jau 'u"j czuf iuhnsc r,hvc z"tz ohpsur uhvhu ubnn ejr,hu ,ubhnk ubypahu wv ,sucgc ufrs h"pg dvb,n ubht hbukpa
/ub,uarcu ubmrtc ubhhv ot ukhpt uvz vkhkj wv og kf

34.

sn inhx t ekj rcs chan ,"ua

The Netziv, in a famous teshuva entitled ‘Right and Left’, compares the modern (then 19C) Jewish world to the situation
at the end of the Second Temple - where those to the ‘right’ label those who are more lenient or differ in their avodat
Hashem as ‘heretics’ and thereby delegitimize them to the extent that they can then reject then entirely. He warns that
this situation would not resolve without hard work on our part, even if we returned to Eretz Yisrael!!
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