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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

163 - CHAMETZ AFTER PESACH

WHERE HALACHA MEETS CORPORATE STRUCTURE
OU ISRAEL CENTER - SPRING 2020

A] THE PROHIBITION OF CHAMETZ AFTER PESACH - TORAH OR RABBINIC?
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The Mishna rules that chametz owned by a non-Jews during Pesach is permitted' to a Jew after Pesach. However,
chametz owned by a Jew on Pesach is prohibited to a Jew after Pesach. This includes not only a prohibition on eating,
but also to derive any benefit from (including to sell) that chametz.
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The Gemara questions which opinion our Mishna follows. R. Yehuda rules that there is a Torah prohibition to benefit
after Pesach from chametz which existed during Pesach. R. Shimon rules that there is no such prohibition.
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The Gemara brings two different opinions of the Amoraim on this. R. Acha Bar Yaakov understands that the Mishna
above is following the view of R. Yehuda and that chametz owned by a Jew (but not by a non-Jew’) is prohibited on a
Torah level after Pesach. Rava rules that the Mishna follows the position of R. Shimon and, even though there is no
Torah prohibition to benefit from chametz after Pesach, there is a Rabbinic prohibition. This is a rabbinic ‘knas’ -
penalty - since the chametz was owned by a Jew who violated the Torah prohibition of owning chametz on Pesach.
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The Rambam rules like Rava that the prohibition of chametz after Pesach is rabbinic. But it is applies to all chametz

owned by a Jew on Pesach - even accidently or unavoidably - since it is designed to avoid people holding chametz during
Chag.
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1. The Yerushalmi (Pesachim 2:2) points out that the wording of the Mishna is that chametz owned by a non-Jew is permitted ‘to benefit from’, rather than ‘to eat’ since there are many
people who will not eat pat akum - bread made by non-Jews at all.
2. See the Gemara there in more detail for how R. Acha bar Yaakov derives that - | have omitted some of the talmudic debate from the quote.
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There are some Rishonim - here the Sefer Haltur’ - who rule that this Rabbinic penalty even includes a prohibition on
eating chametz owned by a non-Jew on Pesach. He understood the Gemara to conclude, according to R. Shimon, that
the Rabbis permitted only benefit from a non-Jew’s chametz - eg to sell it after Pesach, but not to actually eat it!
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that chametz owned by a non-Jew on Pesach is permitted after Pesach, even to eat. He also
rules that chametz which was properly sold to a non-Jew during Pesach is fully permitted after Pesach, even if it is
expected that this would be sold back to the Jew afier Chag.’
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The Mishna Berura clarifies that the prohibition of chametz after Pesach applies even to mixtures of chametz which were
subject to the Torah prohibition of Bal Yira’eh on Pesach. As such, if the chametz was batel in a proportion that is
permitted on a Torah level (even if not on a rabbinic level)before/during Pesach it will not be prohibited after Pesach.
Any greater concentration of chametz will be subject to the penalty’.

 Based on the above, it would appear to be clearly prohibited to eat any chametz? after Pesach which was owned (or part owned) by a
Jew during Pesach.

* If a Jew sold® their chametz to a non-Jew (in a proper and halachically binding manner) before Pesach, and bought it back after
Pesach, this would seem to remove the problem.

* As such, kosher shops selling chametz after Pesach should carry an additional certification confirming the sale of their chametz.

B] 'BAD GUYS' - WHAT IF CHAMETZ WAS 'SOLD’ BUT THEY CONTINUED TO TRADE?

 There may be non-observant store owners who formally ‘sell’ their chametz using a proper halachic mechanism, but nevertheless
continue to trade® on Pesach, selling to customers that same chametz which has already been ‘sold’ to a non-Jew! This is clearly
prohibited, but what effect does it have on the status of the chametz AFTER Pesach?

3. R.Isaac ben Abba Mari of Marseilles - 12C France.

4. The broader question of how ‘real’ is mechirat chametz and to what extent it is a legal loophole or even fiction is beyond the scope of this shiur. For more on the structure of
Mechirat Chametz, and whether it is considered to be a ‘loophole’ see
http://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Halachic-and-Hashkafic-Issues-in-Contemporary-Society-Selling-Chametz-Torah-Mitzvah-or-Legal-Fiction.pdf ~ and
http://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Halachic-and-Hashkafic-Issues-in-Contemporary-Society-Selling-Chametz-Torah-Mitzvah-or-Legal-Fiction.mp3
Jewish practice is now fairly settled that the sale of even chametz gamur is considered to be valid for large business concerns which would lose very substantially otherwise. It is not
clear that this type of commercial ownership of chametz is really what the spirit of the Torah intended to include, even though the halacha clearly does prohibit this. As such, sale of
this chametz is indeed in the spirit of the law and will be halachically acceptable provided it is executed properly. Many private individuals are careful not to rely on mechirat
chametz for chametz gamur, certainly if no significant loss is involved.

5. This could be a mixture containing less than a kezayit of chametz (eg kugel with a small amount of flour in it), or a mixture with a tiny amount of chametz which is a ma’amid. - serves
a crucial role in creating the food's texture or structure. In both cases there will be a bitul on a Torah level but not on a Rabbinic level. Clearly, the food would be prohibited on
Pesach itself, but after Pesach there may be no prohibition.

6. Food cooked in a chametz pot before Pesach is not prohibited after Pesach.

7. This would include bread, cookies, cake, pretzels, pasta, soy sauce, cereals and other foods made from the 5 grains - wheat, barley, rye, spelt, oats. It may also include raw flour
and raw oatmeal which are often pre-processed in water and thus become chametz. It also includes beer, whisky and other beverages made from grain. It does not apply to kitniyot.
Vinegar may be grain, corn or wine based and most vinegar in the US is derived from corn. See https://www.kashrut.com/Passover/pdf/ChometzAfterPesach2016.pdf for a
detailed analysis on vinegar. For a comprehensive list of products see
https://www.star-k.org/articles/articles/seasonal/pesach/app/4658/chometz-after-pesach-chart/

8. The Vilna Gaon (Siddur HaGra) was strict not to eat any chametz which had been sold for Pesach. This is however a personal chumra which is not binding on others, although many
people do have the chumra only to eat chametz which was produced after Pesach. It is also unknown how the Vilna Gaon would conduct himself in the vastly changed modermn reality
of mass-production.

9. Inlsrael the rules on trading during Pesach are far stricter and the main challenge is to ensure that the mechirat chametz before Pesach is fully binding.
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The Sde Chemed'’ rules that sale on Pesach of chametz which had been previously sold to a non-Jew will nullify the
mechira and render ALL chametz in his possession prohibited after Pesach. He brings support from Maharam Schick."
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Rav Moshe Feinstein (in a 1957 teshuva) rules that a shopkeeper who acts in this manner does NOT invalidate the
mechirat chametz.” He does of course break the prohibition of Bal Yira eh for the chametz that he aquires (or steals"!)
from the non-Jew on Pesach in order to sell in the shop, but this does not affect the rest of the stock. This will still be
permitted after Pesach and Rav Moshe rules that the local rabbi is acting properly in encouraging the shopkeeper to sell
his chametz. Of course, the chametz that he actually sold on Pesach remains prohibited.

« This was also the position of R. Shiomo Zalman Auerbach (Halichot Shlomo, Pesach 6:9). Provided the sale before Pesach was valid,
and could still be enforced by the non-Jew, it is valid in halacha.
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In a later (1960) teshuva, Rav Moshe instructs the local Rabbi in this situation NOT to give the shopkeeper a certification
after Pesach that he sold his chametz. The reason is that the shopkeeper may have bought NEW chametz during Pesach,
which was certainly not included" in the pre-Pesach mechira, and will be prohibited for Jews after Pesach. As such
shoppers should not be encouraged to buy from him, even though most of his stock was indeed properly sold.

* Rav Soloveitchik took a stricter position on the matter and ruled that the sale of chametz by a supermarket which continues to trade
in chametz on Pesach has no validity. The OU also takes this position.15

C] GOOD GUYS’'’ - WHAT IF THEY REALLY TRIED TO SELL THE CHAMETZ BUT
SOMETHING WENT WRONG?
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As we saw above, the halacha is apparently strict concerning chametz sheaver alav haPesach, even if the ownership
was ‘ones’ - outside the control of the Jew'’. So even if things go wrong by mistake, it seems there is no heter.

10. R. Chaim Hezekiah Medini, 19C Eretz Yisrael.

11. R. Moshe Schick, mid 19C Hungary.

12. Rav Moshe also argued that halacha does not take into consideration private thoughts (devarim shebelev) that are not verifiable. Furthermore, it is conceivable that the store owner
really does prefer to transfer ownership of his chametz to a non-Jew so his religious customers can shop freely in his establishment after Pesach, even though he intends to continue
selling chametz merchandise during Pesach.

13. There may be no theft, since the sale agreement only requires a valuation of the actual chametz transferred to the non-Jew after Pesach, should he decide to take it.

14. Rabbi Yaakov Luban of the OU writes that Rabbi Pinchas M. Teitz (1908-1995), the Rav of Elizabeth, NJ took the initiative to arrange the sale of chametz for a number of large
supermarket chains. Rabbi Luban asked Rabbi Teitz why the sale was effective when the stores continued to acquire chametz on Pesach. Rabbi Teitz, who was a great talmid
chacham, explained to him why he felt it was halachically possible to pre-sell even the chametz acquired on Pesach. Rabbis who sell the chametz supermarket chains owned by
non-observant Jews follow this position. See https://oukosher.org/passover/articles/chametz-sheavar-alav-hapesach-the-supermarket-controversy-2/

15. When the OU enters into a new contract with a Jewish company, they make this policy clear at the outset. Ibid.

16. The Mishna Berura explains that the Rabbis felt that people were so likely to ‘cheat’ on this issue, that they had to prohibit even such cases to avoid people holding onto chametz
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What could go wrong!? Here are some possibilities:

« The Rabbi may have accidently forgotten to include someone in his sale of chametz.

* It may turn out after the fact that the ‘non-Jew’ who contracted the sale was in fact Jewish!!

* The person may forget to tell the Rabbi that he will be in a different time zone to that of the sale. Forinstance, an American visiting
Israel for Pesach may sell his chametz in the US but the sale will take effect in the US many hours after the prohibition of owning
Chametz has already begun in Israel! Alternatively, an Israeli visiting the US may sell his chametz in Israel, where it will be bought back
over a day before Pesach actually ends for him!
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The Mishna Berura raises the case of ones gamur - where during Pesach a non-Jew was holding grain (which is not
chametz) owned by a Jew. Without any warning, the non-Jew decided during Pesach to grind it into flour and bake it,
presenting the Jew with the bread after Chag! In such a situation, there are opinions that the Jew could eat the bread,
since there is absolutely nothing he could have done to avoid it! There are apparently different level of ‘ones’.

* But even if the sale of chametz fails, why can’t the person rely on the fact that they nullified their chametz with bitul chametz before
Pesach. As such, the chametz should not belong to them anyway!
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In fact, the Shulchan Aruch rules, following the opinions of R. Yochanan in the Yerushalmi, that bitul chametz will not be
sufficient if the person did not also remove or sell the chametz. This chametz will still be prohibited after Pesach.
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Mishna Berura explains that, even though a true'® bitul WOULD work on a Torah level to remove the prohibition of Bal
Yira’eh, the Rabbis were concerned that people could cheat and claim (falsely) after Pesach that had done bitul.
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Nevertheless, the Mishna Berura brings a lenient view in the event that a person did all they could - bitul and a proper

bedika - and then later found chametz they they had forgotten about. In such a situation, in a case of pressing need, he is
lenient to permit getting benefit from the later sale of that chametz.
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The Aruch Hashulchan goes a step further. In a case where the person did an honest bitul and bedika, but later found
chametz he had been unaware of, he permits this fully after Pesach, even to eat. He is unwilling to extend excessive
stringency in a rabbinic prohibition.

during Pesach.

17. Israel’'s chametz is sold to Arab Israeli hotelier Jabar Hussein from Abu Gosh. He has done this for over 20 years and it can only be presumed that the Rabbanut has looked carefully
into his yichus! For a video of the 2020 sale (with social distancing!) see
https://media.srugim.co.il/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/WhatsApp-Video-2020-04-07-at-11.22.50.mp4
According to https://www.theyeshivaworld.com/news/headlines-breaking-stories/ 123290/ israel-hussein-jabar-the-state-goy.html in an interview with Hussein - “When asked if
he is familiar with his predecessor, who for many years bought the chametz until it was learned his mother was Jewish, Jabar assured Maimon that he is a goy mehadrin, with Muslim
roots.”

18. Of course, if he never really intended the bitul, it will not work at all!
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D] THE TRICKY CASE OF THE BA'AL TESHUVA'S WHISKY

e A case arose a number of years ago concerning a Ba’al Teshuva who became observant later in life after he had built up a
considerable Scotch whisky collection. At a certain point in his religious growth, someone pointed out to him that all the whisky in his
collection was chametz sheavar alav haPesach - chametz owned by a Jew (him!) on Pesach, which was prohibited to benefit from. It
could not even be sold, but must be poured away. This became a very major block to his religious development!

D1] WHAT IS THE STATUS OF CHAMETZ OWNED BY A NON-OBSERVANT JEW?
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The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch” rules that chametz owned by a ‘mumar’ - a Jew who fully rejected Judaism, and even who
converted to another religion - is still considered to be chametz sheavar alav haPesach.
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This is the mainstream position, based on the Taz (OC 448:4). The Mishna Berura rules this way with very little
allowance for leniency.

* Nevertheless a minority position2° held that the the penalty does not apply to someone who does not observe mitzvot.
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The Pri Megadim® expresses doubt as to status of the chametz of a mumar, and certainly that of a tinok shenishba - a
Jew who does not know that they are required to keep halacha. In a case of great loss, he allows someone who bought
chametz from such a person to benefit from it.
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Rav Menashe Klein (20C Israel d. 2011), rules that there was never any reason to impose the rabbinic penalty on a Jew
who knowingly and willingly owns chametz on Pesach. The purpose of the penalty is to discourage Jews from owning
chametz on Pesach and pretending that they do not. For someone who simply does not care at all, this will be of no
relevance!

19. R. Shlomo Ganzfried, 19C Hungary.
20. R. Shmuel of Altona (18th century), Teshuvot Makom Shmuel no. 17, and R. David Friedman (1828-1915), She'eilat David, Orach Chaim no. 5. See
https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/ 744330/ rabbi-josh-flug/chametz-she-avar-alav-hapesach/
21. R.Joseph Teomim, 18C Poland.
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* But all of this relates to someone who bought chametz from a mumar and not to the person who actually owned the chametz!

* There are a number of different types of mumar - a mumar lehachis rebels brazenly against Judaism. A mumar I'teavon breaks
halacha not out rebellion, but out of yetzer hara. A tinok shenishba is someone with no understanding at all of the need to keep
mitzvot. It is often difficult to assess which category is applicable to which individuals in today’s complex world!

* R. Ephraim Greenblatt?2 - in Shu’t Rivevot Efraim 5:312 - deals explicitly with the case of the Ba’al Teshuva’s whisky collection and
works hard to permit the whisky in order to encourage the person to do teshuva! He certainly permits him to sell the whisky and use the
money to buy a new collection.

D2] IS WHISKY CHAMETZ GAMUR?

» Whisky is made from wheat, barley or rye and water23. How could it NOT be chametz? The answer may lie in the distillation process.
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The Chacham Tzvi (17C Germany) rules that distilled liquid extracted from malt and made into whisky is chametz gamur.
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This is ruled by the Shulchan Aruch HaRav in the late 18C. However, the brother of the Alter Rebbe, in his notes on the
sefer brings the position of Rishonim who rule that a sharp liquid which is drunk in small sips AND where the chametz
ingredient does not add taste’ but sharpness, may not be chametz gamur on Pesach®. He rules that one could rely on
this in great need and permits gaining benefit (but not drinking) whisky which was not sold to a non-Jew on Pesach.
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This is brought by R. Menashe Klein as an additional factor for leniency in the question of whether one should be
concerned that aged whisky may have been owned by a Jewish company on Pesach.

22. Astudent of R. Moshe Feinstein and Rav in Memphis and later in Har Nof. R. Greenblatt died in 2014.
23. It can also be made from corn which would be kitniyot rather than chametz. However, many corn whiskeys actually have a substantial chametz component.
24. ltis questionable whether this could be said of most whiskies today. What actually gives taste to whisky is a very complicated issue - see
https://www.eater.com/drinks/2015/8/13/9113965/whiskey-guide and https://maltmileage.com/2016/01/05/how-is-whisky-made/
25. Lower grade chametz - ‘chametz nukshe’ is, according to many poskim, prohibited to eat after Pesach but permitted to benefit from.
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E] FOOD MANUFACTURERS, WHOLESALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS

¢ The halachic concern is not just with the retailer. If chametz was owned on Pesach by a Jewish manufacturer, wholesaler or
distributor and then sold on to a non-Jewish retail outlet, that chametz is still prohibited after Pesach. It is usually very difficult to
ascertain the full facts, including: (i) which food in the stores was owned on Pesach by the Jewish
manufacturer/wholesaler/distributor; (ii) whether the relevant company is Jewish owned - see below; (iii) whether the owners
halachically sold their stock or their business to non-Jew for Pesach; (iv) whether the sale is still valid if they continued to trade on
Pesach - see above; (v) even if they sold their stock to a non-Jew before Pesach, some new chametz is likely to have been bought during
Pesach from the producer and this would not be included in the mechira - see above; (vi) whether the chametz later being bought was
from the batch supplied before, during or after Pesach.

* Local knowledge of the stores and supply chains is important.26

* One particular application of this is vending machines supplied by Jewish companies.

* Since the prohibition is rabbinic, the halachic principle of safek derabbanan lekula will be relevant where the full facts cannot be
ascertained.?’

F] WHAT IS CONSIDERED ‘JEWISH OWNERSHIP’

* ltis not always clear whether stores have Jewish ‘ownership’. How does one know who the owners are? How can one know if they are
Jewish? What level of control in the company constitutes halachic ‘ownership’? What is the status of Jewish shareholding?

F1] DOUBT AS TO JEWISH OWNERSHIP

* Where one does not know if the owners are Jewish or not, the halacha follows the majority. Where the majority of people in that area
are non- Jews, one can assume non-Jewish ownership.

* A Jewish-sounding name on the store is not necessarily an indication of ownership. It may be historical. Even if this is the current
owner, given the level of intermarriage in the US, a Jewish name is not necessarily28 an indicator of halachic status.

F2] JEWISH SHAREHOLDING AND PARTNERSHIPS

* Most poskim rule that, where the non-Jewish partners or shareholders own a majority of the business, there is no concern.2°

» However, Rav Moshe Feinstein rules3° that if the Jewish partner has managerial or operational control of the business, this will
constitute halachic ownership, even if the non-Jewish ownership is the majority.

* In the case of a company, most poskim3! rule that halacha DOES lift the ‘corporate veil’32 and one cannot argue that the chametz is
owned by a legal virtual entity - the company3? - which is not Jewish. Rather, where the majority of shareholders are Jewish this will
constitute ownership by Jews.3* As mentioned above, even a minority stakeholding which brings with it managerial influence may
constitute Jewish ownership.

F3] SELLING THE COMPANY

Some poskim take a more lenient approach and permit the Jewish owners of a company to sell the entire company - not just its
chametz - to a non-Jew, using a modified mechirat chametz. This will make the Jewish “owners” into ‘employees’ who help the new
owner manage his company for Pesach. Others disagree strongly with this approach.

26. See https://www.star-k.org/articles/ articles/seasonal/351/ guide-to-purchasing-chometz-after-pesach/where Star K give a detailed breakdown of the local information around
the US. See also https://oukosher.org/passover/articles/chametz-sheavar-alav-hapesach-the-supermarket-controversy-2/

27. The Mishna Berura (449:5) brings different opinions as to whether this would allow one to eat, or only benefit from, the chametz. In practice, many poskim, including Rav Feinstein,
are lenient. All would agree that one could be lenient where the majority of that type of food in the marketplace is permitted (ie owned by non-Jews or produced after Pesach).

28. In fact, it may be the opposite! Given the very high levels of intermarriage in recent years, it is reasonable to assume that a younger non-observant person with a Jewish name has a
Jewish father and a non-Jewish mother. This would not be the case of older individuals. This question is also relevant for people working on Motzei Shabbat in call-centers in Israel
who have to speak to the US where it is still Shabbat. The vast majority of people in the US are non-Jews, but what if they have to speak to a Mr Cohen or Mrs Levi. Again, with
younger people, such a name may indicate that they are NOT Jewish!

29. Shu't Zecher Yitzchak 8. See also https://www.star-k.org/articles/articles/seasonal/351/ guide-to-purchasing-chometz-after-pesach/

30. Igrot Moshe EH 1:7

31. R. Osher Weiss takes a more lenient position, arguing that the different corporate roles of shareholders, board of directors and CEO leaves the shareholders with far less ‘ownership’
of the company assets - see Minchat Asher 1:105-106. Rabbi Yona Reiss, Av Beit Din of the CRC, has a detailed analysis of this in his recent article in Torah ToGo Pesach 2020 -
Where and When Can | Shop After Pesach. He explains there how this arrangement could be properly structured - see
http://download.yutorah.org/2020/1053/Pesach_To-Go_-_5780_Rabbi_Reiss.pdf?_ga=2.175071458.1182122774.1587383847-1396410270.1535122734

32. The question of chametz owned on Pesach by a company with Jewish shareholders was on the rabbinical ordination exam of the Hildesheimer Seminary - see R. David Tzvi Hoffmann,
Shu’t Melamed LeHo’il 0C91. Rav Hoffman reports that all the students ruled leniently and that he agreed!

33. The status of a publicly held company may be less problematic since the shareholders may be deemed to be stakeholders only in the income stream and not the assets. See Minchat
Yitzchak 3:1 and Igrot Moshe EH 1:7

34. Arelated question is whether a Jew may own shares in a company ON Pesach where the company owns chametz. Some require the shares to be sold with mechirat chametz. See
https://www.ou.org/holidays/ passover/owning-stock-company-possesses-chametz-pesach/ for more details.
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They argue that the sale of an entire company to an unknown buyer who has never even seen it, has no idea of what he is buying, does
not have the means to follow through on the purchase, and is never given a fair accounting of the profits he “earned” during his
week-long ownership, is an obvious sham and is invalid.

Other hashgachot rely on the sale of the “whole company” only in cases of a Jew and non-Jew who are actual partners, in which case it
is more plausible that they would sell their shares to one another. The sale is structured3s between the partners (rather than with an
outsider), the Jew not allowed to participate in business operations during Pesach, and the non-Jew is required to sell his share to the
Jew for a corresponding number of days at some other part of the year.36

F4] RESPONSIBILITY FOR A NON-JEW’'S CHAMETZ

» Many poskim rule that if a Jew is financially responsible for a non-Jew’s chametz, this is halachically equivalent to actual ownership.

G] HOW LONG AFTER PESACH DOES ONE HAVE TO WAIT?

* There is no fixed rule as to how long after Pesach one has to wait to be sure that the relevant shop is not still selling chametz that was
owned by a Jew on Pesach.
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The prohibition of buying chametz which was owned by a Jew on Pesach is a rabbinic penalty. In a June 1979 teshuva
concerning the Jewish-owned supermarket Waldbaums”, Rav Moshe Feinstein applies the general principal of ‘safek
derabbanan lekula’ - we are lenient in a case of doubt with a rabbinic mitzva. However, he also points out that there is a
general prohibition of buying items from ‘chashudim’ - people who are suspected of lying about the kashrut of items.
This would apply even if there was a much lower likelihood of buying a prohibited item. He therefore makes an
important distinction between two cases. A large Jewish owned supermarket which stocks chametz on Pesach but is not
trying to fool customers. They are likely to carry prohibited chametz immediately after Pesach, but as soon as one
estimates that the quantity of permitted food in the store is greater than that of the prohibited, one can buy there. On the
other hand, with a smaller store which is owned by a known ‘chashud’ - a Jewish owner who cannot be trusted - one may
not buy there until one is SURE there can be no prohibited items in stock.

35. See R. Yona Reiss’s article ob cit.
36. See https://www.kashrut.com/Passover/pdf/ ChometzAfterPesach2016.pdf for more analysis.
37. Waldbaums - a flagship Jewish supermarket chain set up in 1904. It went bankrupt in 2015.
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* For regular stores, which are not specifically ‘chashud’, the general approach taken is:

- Large supermarkets have a turnaround time of around two weeks. This is longer for smaller stores so many people avoid them until
Lag B’Omer.

- Different foods have a different turnaround time. Bread, cereal and pasta leave the shelves over different periods.38

- With regards to Jewish distributors, some rabbanim in the US recommend waiting 4 weeks before buying chametz from from certain
large chains.3?

- Turnaround for liquor is much longer , often 6-7 weeks, so avoid until after Shavuot. This is particular relevant to duty free stores in
the Israeli airport.

* Accidental purchase of ND9 YDy 92yw \N: the item is still prohibited to sell or benefit from but can be returned for a refund since
this is considered to be a mekach ta’ut - a mistaken sale - rather than ‘benefit’.40

* Most shuls have information on their local stores and publish information on which shops are Jewish owned and have chametz after
Pesach.4

H] MIXTURES OF CHAMETZ SHEAVAR ALAV HAPESACH

» What if chametz which was owned by a Jew on Pesach was later mixed with other foods?
* As with most prohibitions (even rabbinic) a mixture will only be permitted if there is more than x60 of the permitted food.
» However, in some cases of yavesh beyavesh it is permitted even when bate/ berov.42

I] UNUSUAL (ACTUAL!) CASES

* The case of a ba’al teshuva child with a non-religious Jewish mother and a non-Jewish father. Who owns the chametz in his parents’
home and can he eat it after Pesach?4

* An Israeli religious family temporarily in the US kept one day of chag, baked chametz products on Shemini shel Pesach in the US
after they ended Chag. They then kindly dropped off some baked products with their chutznik neighbors after Chag was over for them!
Can they eat it? Rav Willig ruled that since the Israelis should be keeping two days in chu’l, the bread is fully prohibited after Pesach .44

38. See https://www.Iss.org/after-pesach-shopping.html where Lincoln Square Synagogue (in the UWS of Manhattan where some stores are Jewish owned and do not sell their
chametz during Pesach) recommend waiting 1 week for bread, 2 weeks for cereal and 3 weeks for cookies, cakes and pasta. That guidance may also be a product of the busy local
marketplace and volume of customers. In a smaller market, things may be different.

39. See https://images.shulcloud.com/376/uploads/Purchase-of-Chametz-After-Pesach-5778.pdf

40. See https://www.star-k.org/articles/articles/seasonal/351/guide-to-purchasing-chometz-after-pesach/

41. See for instance https://www.lIss.org/ after-pesach-shopping.html

42. An example of this would be a supermarket that has five bottles of ketchup on the shelf that contain chametz she’avar alav haPesach and eight bottles that do not, and no one can
figure out which bottles are the ones that are permitted. In that case all 13 bottles would be permitted because the five forbidden bottles are batel b’rov in the eight permitted ones.
See R. David Cohen - https://www.kashrut.com/Passover/pdf/ChometzAfterPesach2016.pdf

43. See http://www.eretzhemdah.org/newsletterArticle.asp?lang=en&pageid=48&cat=7 &newsletter=976&article=3713. The posek sets out an argument of ‘bereira’ where, for a
rabbinic prohibition of this nature, a person can retroactively designate that the chametz he is eating was actually owned on Pesach by the non-Jewish father and is permitted.

44. See Shaarei Teshuva 496:2. Aruch Hashulchan 496:5 and Piskei Teshuvot 496 Footnote 164.
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