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141 - IMPLICATIONS OF THE MAJORITY OF JEWS LIVING IN

ISRAEL
OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2019

A] POPULATION STATS - AS WE KNOW THEM

1. As of May 2019, Israel’s population stood at 9,009,000. .... The Jewish population makes up 6,738,500 (74.8%); 1,878,000
(20.9%) are Arabs (2018); and, those identified as “others” (non-Arab Christians, Baha'i, etc) make up 4.8% of the
population (426,000 people). In 2017, the population by religion was roughly 18% Muslim, 2% Christian and 2% Druze.
When the state was established, there were only 806,000 residents and the total population reached its first and second
millions in 1949 and 1958 respectively. Judging by current population trend data, experts predict that the population of Israel
will reach 10 million by 2024 or sooner. ....

Out of the 14.5 million Jewish people in the world, 46% reside in Israel. The Jewish population of Israel now exceeds that of
the United States by roughly one million. ....

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/latest-population-statistics-for-israel

2. One study! predicted that in the next 80 years America's Jewish population would decline by one-third to 3.8 million if current
fertility rates and migration patterns continue. In the same period, according to the study, the number of Jews in Israel would
likely double, swelling to 10 million. .... Among the study's conclusions was that Israel would be home to the world's largest
Jewish community as early as 2020, and the majority of the world's Jews by 2050. Between the years 20302 to 2040 the
majority of Jews will be living in Israel rather than in the Diaspora, where communities are aging.

http://www.simpletoremember.com/vitals/world-jewish-population.htm# ftn3

3. In 2050, a majority of the world’s Jews (51%) are expected to live in the Middle East and North Africa (mostly Israel), while
more than a third (37%) will live in North America. The share of the global Jewish population living in Europe is projected to
decline to less than 8% by 2050.

https://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/jews/
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1. The findings are by a team of scholars from Hebrew University, published by the American Jewish Committee in the American Jewish Year Book 2000. The article, "Prospecting the
Jewish Future: Population Projections, 2000-2080" offers demographic projections for Jewish communities throughout the world in the years 2020 and 2050, as well as 2080.
2. InJune 2017, the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics released a demographic report projecting that Israel's population would iy’H grow to 10 million by 2024 (it now stands ba’h at
9.05 million), 15 million by 2048 and 20 million by 2060. This does NOT take into account any major aliyah from the US b’eH!
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4. According to a report the Central Bureau of Statistics released on Sunday3 .... the population makeup in 2040 is forecast to
be similar to that of 2015 - 79% Jews (and others) and 21% Arab. In 2065, the Jewish (and other) population is expected to
rise to some 81% of the population while the Arab proportion of the citizenry is projected to decrease to 19%.
The proportion of ultra-Orthodox in the population is expected to increase from 11% in 2015 to 20% by 2040 and 32% by
2065. The ultra-Orthodox are forecast to comprise 40% of the Jewish (and other) population in 2065 - up from 14% in 2015
and 24% in 2040.

https://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Report-Israels-population-to-reach-20-million-by-2065-492429 - May 21, 2017

B] POPULATION STATS - AS WE MAY NOT KNOW THEM!

 But how many halachic Jews are REALLY out there? Presumably far more than 15 million! How can we know who is really Jewish?
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God promises Moshe that the Jewish people would be increased a thousand-fold from the number in his time!

* Professor Daniel Michelson* estimates that Israel at its peak in the time of David were about 12 million. An estimate of the world
population in Roman times of about 100 million and an estimate of the then Jewish population is around 8 million. So Jews
constituted about 10% of world population. According to Professor Michelson, if the majority of them (at least, of Jewish girls) were not
killed but assimilated among non-Jews, then the percentage of their female offspring should stay 10%. This would mean that there
may be around 600 million halachic Jews in the world today!!!

B1] THE TEN LOST TRIBES AND OTHER CRYPTO-JEWS - HOW DO WE KNOW WHO IS JEWISH?

* Many population groups have claimed to be part of the the Ten Lost Tribess, as far flung as Japan, China, the Maori of New Zealand,
and the Native Americans.
* Ifindividuals or groups claim that they are Jewish, do we believe them?
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The Gemara establishes that if a family has a chazaka that they are Jewish, the burden of proof is on others to show that
they are not.
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If two witnesses testify that there is a potential problem with the yichus of the family, the matter must be investigated.
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Certain characteristics are indicative of a hidden defect in lineage - in particular extreme arrogance, argumentative
behavior and cruelty.

3. See https://www.cbs.gov.il/he/mediarelease/DoclLib/2017/138/01_17_138b.pdf- 21 Mat 2017.
4. Professor of Computer Science and Applied Mathematics, Tel Aviv University and Weizman Institute
5. See /n The Footsteps of the Lost Ten Tribes, Dr Avigdor Shachan.
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The Aruch Hashulchan clarifies that a known Jewish family carries a chezkat kashrut. However, an unknown individual
who claims to be Jewish does NOT have a chazaka and must bring proof that they are Jewish.

* In practice, rabbinic authorities across the world have different guidelines as to what proof of Judaism is needed, either to establish
a chazaka for a family or specific evidence for an individual. This could involve ketubot of ancestors, evidence of Jewish burial,
evidence of Jewish lifestyle. These matters are often case-specific.
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In the case of the Beita Yisrael community of Ethiopia, Rav Ovadia Yosef was insistent that they had a chazaka which
was affirmed by the psak of the Radvaz in the 16th Century. As such, there was no need at all to recommend conversion -
even a giyur lechumra.

B2] WILL ELIYAHU HELP TO RESOLVE THESE ISSUES THROUGH PROPHECY?
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The Mishna discusses the purpose of the coming of Eliyahu and stresses that his function is NOT to change the halachic
status of families. Rather, those who are assimilated will stay so and those who are identifying will remain so.
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C] HALACHIC IMPLICATIONS OF THE MAJORITY OF JEWS LIVING IN ERETZ YISRAEL

C1] JEWISH SOVEREIGNTY IN ISRAEL AND KEDUSHAT HA’ARETZ
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Rav Zevin questions whether, irrespective of the status of previous kedushot ha’aretz (olei Mitzrayim or olei Bavel), the
new Jewish Yishuv in Eretz Yisrael can establish a halachic kedusha in its own right. This could have implications for
parts of Medinat Yisrael that were certainly not included in the previous kedushot - eg Eilat.

C2] BIYAT KULCHEM
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Chazal learn that the mitzva of Challa is dependant on all the Jewish people (to whom the mitzva is addressed) living in
Eretz Yisrael. In the time of Ezra, only a minority came back to the Land.
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Rashi’ understand that the problem was that the majority stayed in chutz [’ Aretz.
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The Ritva understands that ‘Biyat Kulchem’ simply means that the majority of Jews are living in Eretz Yisrael at any
particular time.
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This is also the understanding of the Sefer HaChinuch. Not every Jew in the world needs to be in Eretz Yisrael for the
mitzva to apply! The requirement is for the majority’ to be in Israel.
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This is also the position of Rav Shlomo Zevin.

6. InKetubot 25b.
7. Asdiscussed above, this probably relates to the the majority of Jews who know they are Jewish or have a chezkat kashrut.
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The Rambam applies this ruling to terumot and ma’aserot too. They are not obligatory on a Torah level until the
majority of Jews are living in Eretz Yisrael, as they were in the First Temple period. Certain mitzvot which apply in
Eretz Yisrael not only require the geographical location of the Land but also that the majority of the Jewish people live in
the Land. The expression YWIAN I appears in the Torah in connection with Challa. The Rambam applies it to Teruma
and also (more tentatively) to Ma’aser’. The Ravad rejects this and applies ‘Biyat Kulchem’ to Challa only. He also
accuses the Rambam of contradicting himself!
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Elsewhere, the Rambam rules that if a person is dangerously sick, they should be given non-kosher food starting with the
least serious issur. If there is a choice between non-kosher meat and tevel, the Rambam rules that he should be given the
meat since tevel is a more serious issur with a chiyuv mita. However, if TuM is really derabbanan, how can the Rambam
say that!?

* There are a number of approaches to resolve this contradiction in the Rambam.® Some acharonim understand that, although TuM
may be derabbanan, not all derabbanans are created equal! Some dinei derabbanan are pure innovations of Chazal (eg stam yeinam).
We are sometimes more lenient with such dinim (eg in a cases of safek). Other dinei derabbanan are outgrowths of Torah laws and are
treated more strictly. As such, TuM (which is essentially min haTorah and only downgraded to derabbanan due to the ‘technicality’ of
Biyat Kulchem) is treated strictly. The Mishne LeMelech therefore rules that, although TuM may be derabbanan today, we rule ‘safek
derabbanan lechumra’!
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that TuM is derabbanan. The Rema brings a view that it is deoraita but rules that we do not
follow this.
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Sefer HaChinuch also links this to other agricultural mitzvot, such as Peah - leaving the corner of the field for the poor.
When the majority of Jews return to Israel, this mitzva could again apply.

 Rav Chaim Kanievsky asks!! why this halacha did not take effect later in the Second Temple period when the majority of Jews DID live
in E.Y.12 He suggests that even if the majority of Jews DO return to E.Y., this may not trigger the relevant halachot until the 10 tribes also
return, as with Shemita. But he leaves the matter as a question?3,

8. This proof text is not straightforwards. The Torah does not say ‘ki tavo’u’ in relation to terumot and ma’aserot. This quote pertains to the wine libations - nesachim. There is a
reference in relation to Challa to N J0~9N DN but this is a different wording. It would certainly make sense to learn from challa to teruma. Learning from nesachim to teruma
is less obvious.

9. R’ Chaim Brisker understands that this also applies to Shemita - another important factor in the Heter Mechira discussion.

10. The most simple being that the Rambam in Hilchot Ma'achalot Asurot is talking about a time when TuM ARE deoraita (R’ Ovadia Yosef).

11. Derech Emunah Terumot 1:26 in the Biyur Halacha end of s.v. ‘vechen nira i’

12. It is not clear where Rav Kanievsky gets this from. The Babylonian community remained significant throughout the Second Temple period and it is quite likely that, since the First
Temple period, there has never been a majority of Jews in Eretz Yisrael.

13. Nevertheless, in the Artscroll Gemara on Nidda 47a fn16, the commentator feels confident to state that biyat kulchem ‘cannot be fulfilled in the period between Ezra’s conquest and
the Messianic era.” This pushing of all ‘geula’ related issues back to the time of Mashiach is certainly also hashkafically motivated.
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* R’ Chaim Brisker understands that Biyat Kulchem only applied at the time of Ezra. Since the majority did not go to live in Israel then,
now it’s too late.

* R’ Chaim also understands that this halacha of Biyat Kulchem teaches that the Jewish people add kedusha to Eretz Yisrael. It is not
simply the case that Eretz Yisrael is kadosh, and because of that we want to live there. In fact, it is our living there which MAKES it even
more special.1
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With Shemita, the Rambam rules that it will remain Rabbinic and cannot return to Torah status until ALL the tribes are
resettled in E.Y. in their tribal lands and the Yovel is also in effect.

D] MAJORITY OR MINORITY - WHY ARE WE IN THE LAND?
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The Torah tells us that Eretz Yisrael is desired and required by God, whose focus and hashgacha is much more on this
than other lands.
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Chazal understood that Eretz Yisrael has a much more immediate relationship with God, as opposed to the rest of the
world, which connects to Divine Providence in an indirect manner.
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Chazal made the statement that if a person lives in chu’l it is as if they worshipped avoda zara!
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The Pnei Yehoshua explains that in Eretz Yisrael a person can feel the direct hashgacha of God in the world, whereas in
chu’l a person feel that God is more removed - controlling the world through the mazalot.
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The Midrash states that it is better for the Jews to be in Eretz Yisrael, even if they do not keep the mitzvot!
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Mitzvot are binding in chu’l so that we know what to do when we get back to E.Y. Any mitzvah in chu’l is ‘low voltage’.

14. Again, this is in relation to mitzvot hateluyot ba’Aretz. The ‘segula’ of Eretz Yisrael may not be affected by anything external.
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The Avnei Nezer expresses this with a fascinating chidush of his father - that a person is only fulfilling the mitzva of
living in Eretz Yisrael in its fullest sense, if they are sustained from the Land itself. Receiving income from chutz I’Aretz
may enable one to live in the Land, which is certainly a mitzva, but generating that income in Israel creates the special
relationship with God, which is the mitzva at is highest.”
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He also connects this to fact that Yaakov gave away to Esav when he entered the Land all the possessions he had
acquired in chu’l from Lavan. These were not appropriate for him now that he had entered Eretz Yisrael.
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Tosafot understand that a walled city in Eretz Yisrael does NOT have the full kedusha unless the majority of the city are
Jewish.

» But we saw above that the halacha requires one to live in a city in Eretz Yisrael, even if it's majority is non-Jewish

33. One might have claimed that just as a city which is surrounded by a wall loses its special status when the majority of its
population is non-Jewish, so too, any city in Eretz Yisrael should lose its sanctity of the land of Israel when the majority of its
population is non-Jewish, and since it would no longer have Mitzvot HaTeluyot BaAretz, there would be no mitzvah to live in
such a city. This presumption the Gemara comes to refute, saying that while that might have been so were the sole purpose of
Yishuv HaAretz the fulfillment of Mitzvot Haleluyot BaAretz, in fact there is a different purpose to the mitzvah. That purpose is,
as formulated by the .... Avnei Nezer, to become closer to G-d in His land, and is independent of Aedushat HaAretz .

The Mitzvah of Yishuv Eretz Yisrael, R. Hershel Schachter, RJJ Journal Vol 8 p14'

15. The Avnei Nezer suggests that this may have been one of the reasons why many of the Chassidic giants did not come to live in Eretz Yisrael with the early Aliyot. They did not wish to
live in the Land and be supported by income from chu’l. At that time it was almost impossible to be sustained from the Land alone.
16. Available at http://download.yutorah.org/1984/1053/735678.pdf
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