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1. Note the changes in the order of some letter. The Abecedary dates to around 1050 BCE.
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Yehud coinage from the Second Temple Period New Israeli Shekel with the Yehud inscription aA2

A] THE TALMUDIC SOURCES - 3 OPINIONS
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NI PITNO
The Gemara brings 3 opinions on the origins of the Hebrew script. The first is that of Mar Zutra and Mar Ukva who
understand that the original script was Ktav Ivri. They bring a Tanaitic proof from R. Yosi that Ezra was responsible for
changing the script to Ktav Ashuri, so named because it comes from Assyria - Ashur.

DN PIDP3 PIDIDE 1O PO ,DINTI PIMH - ANNDY I 3D M3 5L - Ay and 2.
Bop Hap 3DOL THSN ITY OO JPLE DNEY 3DD PM3 P3P PIL ,IDD HID3 HIP HD ,2DLE 3PD - MNWIN AN
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A5 pr1o
The second opinion is that of Rebbi - the Tana R. Yehuda HaNasi. He rules that the original script was Ktav Ashuri. Its
use was discontinued ‘because the Jews sinned’ and the script changed to Ktav Ivri. When they ‘returned’, the original
script was restored. The name Ktav Ashuri is NOT from “Assyria’, but rather means a beautified (calligraphic) script.

095 1D DNPD PhH I3 NEHY D133 DLRE 1T 2H%PN) AP A0S HI NN ,IEN M3 - INIWY 1IN MM M anca 4,
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A5 PYTMo
The third opinion is R. Elazar HaModai. He rules that the original script was Ktav Ashuri and that never changed.
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There are various Midrashim which imply different positions on the issue of the original script.

e IPIIND DN INIPY AWPY 172PNT INSD ,D1INY NWN N9YY NYWA 227 0N N> 27 N 7.

05 M
When Moshe went on high he saw God tying” crowns on the letters. Only the Ktav Ashuri letters have crowns!

P PN DA MMV T'HD) 0" NTON 27 0N 8.

Ap M
A famous Bavli in Shabbat relates that the letters on the luchot were carved all the way through and thus readable from
both sides. As such, the mem and the samech were held up miraculously since they are hollow and the middle piece of
the letter had nothing to connect to. This clearly assumes that the writing on the luchot was Ktav Ashuri.

DD NYYN TN NNNN MITPI YNUN IINT IND .00 NYYN 1Y NN NIN XYID IMMNT NN N 1279 DN 0.

0 N999 N P99 1PN NN (NIVN) IV IdN
However, the parallel midrash in the Yerushalmi gives voice to the other opinion that the writing on the luchot® was in
Ktav lvri! On that basis, the miraculous letter was the ayin, which is hollow in Ktav lvri.
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Another midrash relates that the final letters were originally given to the Jewish people, then ‘forgotten’ and ultimately
restored. That seems to closely track the opinion of Rebbi - that the original script was Ktav Ashuri, which was lost and
subsequently restored.

B] THE RISHONIM - 3 APPROACHES

B1] THE SCRIPT NEVER CHANGED
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NPIPNM 2OP "1 NN PN ..o IDIN NI PNWIN TN DYV 1NN NI PRI JPNIN N NNYIN 2N THYY 52310
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29 NN OYTIND MYON "D NNX 1OV NINYI XD 1Y 2N ... TINRY RYIN 12 POV 99 NN NIN SNV NNINN
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The Geonim strongly reject the position of R. Yosi. The position of Rebbi is partially accepted. Full endorsement is only
give to the third position above - that the Hebrew script was ALWAYS Ktav Ashuri and never changed.

T 0N 1PIINTI OPDA NWND TP N ANIY T " NIN YOP 1D NI ININD NIMP NAT XIAPW 0D 1200 PN 12.
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A5 P10 OXNN A9
This is also ruled by early Rishon Rabbeinu Chananel. He explains that since the first opinion was held by Amoraim -
Mar Ukva and Mar Zutra - it is therefore overruled by the other opinions held by Tannaim. As between them, R’ Elazar
HaModai is the senior figure and teacher of Rebbi so the halacha is like him. The script never changed!

2. This clearly needs to be understood in a non-literal Midrashic sense, which is not the object of this shiur. For our purposes, the nature of the mashal assumes that the original script
was Ktav Ashuri.
3. Which luchot - first or second - will be discussed below!
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B2] THE SCRIPT DID CHANGE BUT THE LUCHOT WERE IN KTAV ASHURI

a9
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13.

1MYN 1999 D NION D"ANIY MVHH Y1
The Rambam understands that the original script given by God was Ktav Ashuri.*

NYN 2 DY AN NNNN MO MODN DY DN DN NNN XIPY NP DI W IWINDND 1D AN 7DIY DYT) 19N N
NN DNYR RIPIN 2NN AV POD PN OINT DAN 770D) DDA 7PN DI N0 OI2Y AN THYY 1092y ANI1D MHNSN PN
PYY DN MDA NONX NN 2NN DRI XD OV WTPN PYD 1D ,WIP XIP) 15 OV 9¥) MNvay vw1pn ans
NVYTPY IOIN THINN D"9YNY PYITPY PN DY T2TH OWN 1) 1IN 1NN DR ONIY 1 MIAND Y11 12D vIpn
IMN PAMD PN NIN MINYT TANY TAN 99 IN T200 2MOY D902 1IN IMN 122MI 10 NI D990 YNNI NN 2NN
POV IN,DN2 IMIVI MY AN NUN XD YT NYND 1DIWIN . T'98)0 NPIIND DINDY PIND DNWIW 1NN 212y anda
DY 12 I12XMN INRIY M) IMNX ITHM OND MY X .ONOY AN TAVN WTPN MDN DNY YTV 120 DP DONN
Y e PAYIN 2N DNITNI JPIPOTTI DXIND INYY N'D 1IN0 DNY I XNY MY MWUNRD NOYY NN TN DU
NN INY NNNN DY WITH DIV WTPN 2N NN M0 2INDY ANON DX XNY NPYY NN PN Y 991,172 110) O™

1IN HMOA ND TN WIT 7PN I3 D

14.
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The Ritva understands that EVERY opinion in the Gemara agrees that the luchot were given in Ktav Ashuri, which has all
the mystical depths of the Hebrew alphabet! However, this was reserved for the luchot only. Sifrei Torah, from the very
start, even that of the King, were written in Ktav Ivri. Once the aron and the luchot were hidden, the people lost the
connection with Ktav Ashuri. Once they arrived in Ashur they Jews were reconnected with this script, either from the
Assyrians or from their own ancient traditions. In the time of Ezra they began to write all sifrei kodesh in Ktav Ashuri.

PIDE 75 HIPOE MNEH 3P0 DI PN DTN 5H WD H DHDDY o5 BTH> MDL PESD 10 11 IDN HID 3p5D 1 TIM
I 5D DNDD MDM DY INTPIL PI I SH INDD IMPE MHY MIL HID M S O 5 WD PIOIN DIPH3 LN
3P2D ©IY DL PHID J3NHYD DoDN5 SHILY WD PH PIY DI I3T HIM 3PS PAITNY HHILY WD 1T SYY PNB3TD
295 DD DN BY HEHI DINY OMI3TN OAD3 SHIL POL IN3 WD BIXL NEXD DD DIPY 2O HIY 3T KD LN
NHM ME W3 IS ITED HID H59E THN THY DMI3N OIITO 1D .LTIPD NEN MNEH 3D FIDE B MHY HIDL 3pOD

..... HID P DD DD MED ML DN T1HN DPIY WHI D937 PP
PID I3 £17PD 3D5 53H ... DHILY BB 3003 HOH oM HY 10 WINH I30E DMNEH 30> HID PINYIE 305D KD 1937 PN
PO HEC THOND 3DPOL 305 15 0 M 155 DIIEN 3PO3 3DOD ML PO 1D 1) MDD Y 1031 IHOXE PIMVD 3pOE
3P23 P D B HEHND 30> D PV HID N3 £ITPD 13 3POE DD 3pOD HN3 o5 MNLH 3P IMIPL DM
PO 1'H D131 ILIPND 3p53 3p2E POR 1H HID I3 LITPD 3POL 301 53D I3 3IPOI ML MNHY M o HHILY 13RO

15.
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The Maharal understands that the luchot were in Ktav Ashuri and that ALL opinions in the Gemara agree on this.

However, since the people were not yet on the right spiritual level, they used Ktav lvri until the time of Ezra.

DD 3053 DI 1D OMEHID DINWIL O DI DNPD D% 3D 3033 INHE MINH DIDENM PN ™ PHT D) ...
DI 7DD N LN TNEDN DETP £IP DD NEIM PEHID 3DIND PINVD DEDLY 5 DDV PINPY DINNN PINS3
2" ... IZEN DN HO3 Q1D PNV MIHE IPINSH DIPNS 1D IPEITP 319N PIDIH WIS PINM 230D DH HM I3
7365 05 DD DN DI ITIIV 1T3DE D5 ... DEITP 13 PHE 3D 30D MIDL 1PION O POL NES3 PINED PINVD Ph 3D
DN IN5P3 305D H5 536 P IEhH BMIZTD DALY - 1D ILH OII37D PH PINID Y 3PI) DT P LT 305D M
121 936D 019379 ph 75 3102 3PS PIVED DI LY DX 305N MD O3 3051 3po001 ONEHID PINN3 3pOL
DI 53H DD D DD YN IMH IOM PPN PPITID DTM PR3 IMH DHIE IrD 3p5D PhH DN DD D"PIN

3D 3PO3 D 559 PINIM 1D PNIH3 PO P

16.

2PN 10 ) PHN AT N
The position of the Radvaz is that the FIRST luchot were given in Ktav Ashuri. However, once the people worshiped the
Golden Calf, they dropped in kedusha and lost this script. The second luchot and all subsequent writings were in Ktav

Ivri, with the original script passed down in a mesora from Moshe, until eventually restored by Ezra.

4. This could be the second or third positions in the Gemara above.
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B3] THE ORIGINAL SCRIPT WAS KTAV IVRI

MYN 2AND DNY 1IN MY AN ININY - TAND .DMAT NV DY WY TMWYN NDINID DT MYYY NI D130 DY IUND 17.
DNNY NOYY TPNYR MY XIP) NI - PITIID NODNT XNIDIN D1 1M YIAN 191 .0WN0 NI MUK IN DI 1N
TN .0 DMON 2T OIPNA PN XINY 1175127 PRY XIN VI ... IRIYD NN 1IN MY 2ND2 IIN 2T, NWUNND
No9NNA XAPW I N RTON 17 TN DY YINN TOVW D000 2T DONMIND WP 9YT) 1N 779 PITMD NIDHAT
e TP PYDIOINUN 2ND OND 1T NNY 2952 NN N WYY I .WTPN PYII MY 2N IRV N 1IN)

TO P99 3 MND DIPYN 19D
The Sefer Halkarim has a very different reading. He understands that the luchot were given in Ktav Ivri. He
understands this to be the view of R. Yosi® and brings support® from the Tosefta that this actually a majority position.’
The change to an Assyrian script was one of the changes made as a reminder of the redemption from Bavel!

NI ,TMWN NDINID 9T INX 2T WY 1D) 1MUY NJINID IIT NP N 2NN DI NYY NIANIY NNN ININ DIPN DI 18.
M DOWTND NN I NNND TRNY .DMINHD NN 90T NNND PO POV D YOO DWTNN PID NIYON IMINY
5 PODI PYNIN MIWN DMNYA DOVTNND PN POV INDI NUNND DNNY DY DWTNN MNY D" 1M1 1ININRY
NI W92 5™ 1"2090 2N 19) .NDNNA WK YT MDY MY KDY MV NIINID I NYNRI DMN PHN PIY
IV DIV INX DX NN NONIN THRNNY TIY DI 9D NI AT 19D DOWTNN PID ONNY 1IN ON D D ININ
715V TN 7790 ON 23 DX YIND SN 23 NIN 719V WX 7790 T VAN NI PR O DY NN DYUN DN
TN YN DN NNONID IV 7PNY PYNRIN 1IN NNIND IND 130 700 W DAY YIND INIY? 13 Yt NIN X237 TUN)
VI ONXY PN D, TMVYN NDINID DT NMYNND DNNY WYY DYTNN MNY YPRYM 02N DNYD MIWNN NN PN
1A% 12 9% NOW 29 DY QN NN MY XI) MY 7PN 10NN DOV TNN

ov
The second major change that Ezra made as a reminder of the redemption was to abandon the Torah numbering of the
months and adopt the non-Jewish idolatrous names. How could Ezra contradict the Torah mitzva to number the months
from Nissan!? The Ikarim understands that Ezra saw this as a temporary mitzva which applied only during while the
original first redemption from Egypt was in place. It fell away after Galut Bavel!

DOPPNE 3POD MDLIL WD ,D0B3 MDD INDD N DpH MINE ILEHE D MDY D57 Jf 9373 PIHOL OMIPYD w3 .. 19,
OF WD I N37 DO H3Y 191 N3T D 9IS HID 75 MH3D 1937 I 937 ,DNEH 3D MPE> QIO3N M3V 3POD MO
15HILY 13 HIE I0F 5 1 10 PI MNIND I H5 250DN 1 IhH3 PI ,IHB3 DD PN HIPE DL

10 P99 NI NANON DN
The Maharal is outraged by the suggestion that the mitzva had a limited time-frame and ceased to apply. He insists that
R. Yosef Albo - author of Sefer Halkarim - requires a kapara for even suggesting such a thing!

20.

A 120 AP PY 0¥ AMIN VP
Others are horrified by the suggestion that the original script which God used for the luchot was Ktav Ivri. The
implications of such a position for the kabbalistic perspective on the aleph bet are enormous!

5. Unlike the opinions seen in C2 who understood that even R. Yosi surely agree that Ktav Ashuri with its mystical resonance must have come first.

6. He also regards the fact that the Amoraim quote this opinion as a strength. This is exactly the opposite to R. Chananel who saw it as weakness!

7. He explains that the midrashim which suggest that the luchot were in Ktav Ashuri are going in accordance with the minority position of Rebbi, which we do not follow.
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MDD DAN )0 IMD INTYW DMIAND 10D INKDI NN O) ,PNYN AND PN 7PN N0V AN NN 190N D'V 21.
] ,DM2T YV JOYI 1" NI IAY AN PN MNP DIV MM, TOY 7PN DI \"IYNVY .I2T W9 NOMN
DIV YT XN 27D PN DD, APY PYN (27010 D )'N) 37277 M PNTIYV RINX 10 '9 5" 1nn HXIW NIxen

DD YD (INIY YIN DY) 115 VIYN N
Rav Kook understands the opposition to the position of the Ikarim but points out that the simple reading of the Gemara is
like his opinion, and there is also support from the Yerushalmi.

DY Y DN PN DNNY ,ORIY Y9N FWUNRID MAN NIPNY NNIXNA NNNN NTIAYN QYNDN 72T 7PN 2NN PV 22.
1D ND NDYD HY D P NNN PRV MY TP M IMIYN INNNN D02 DRIV DY WX NN ,WNHPN MO NYN
ND DMYN WA NN Y ORI DY DN D20 - 2NN NIAD TN AV TIINM DYTIN RYNND INIPD NRNND
VAN 7PN N 12N 990N DYPN ANIN ORI 1A I 7PN NNNN THIAD 5 . PYKRIN NN »> 952 NI NN
PN DD PN IR DD DX HODIN PN KDY ININD NV 1D DY INIY NN PI NNINVI DNND N NIYY 1D
DNV DOWIIVNI THYIVN NPIYN NN YV 5310 NIV NMPIND DHINN ANID 1DWNRN DY TYD OO DNNON
DY N NI NN DY DN D93 NON TIND YN TYNN DIPY NPYY DN XINY NINK TMIND MN MNNTH N 'Y
TYNTN MONY XM SWIN INIY DIV )IYNI DAL WX DNPHY TIT Y'Y DNNNY MM MY 12T 7P Iy 20N
PY GUNRI NI M M) DIVDL PHY HDIN NOW NN AW DY P9 INYND NI DTN ,NNND ONRNY PO WM
199N DY 925 IN NI DIND MDXT O) DNIWMA XN 7D 2NN 7PN NIDY .INNYND DWVYY and NinY ,anon 1"y
TOYNY DTN INAY TY ,DNY DINDN ONNXI NPIIND KW DNINN Y'Y NDID NHNN 9 NN YD) DX DNWHP
NTNY NI VNN M) TPINN PRY NN DTN XIY NNY INTH WY MY 1P % TPYNRIL 'Y TN NIV T1IDN
TPYUNI 7PNM NOND INX N TOYN 2PN20N MDXA D) IMYND NN PINY T NN THYN M"Y TPIMIN NNIND
9N IWINDD ONYN ANDY 99100 1I12Y 2NN MOV ,DMIND D0 9D JTANA D) ,NNND NPHIYN DY nwynn
I DNOM ONNON DY 1IN DN D) ,MIIT NPMIN DY DWVIAWNI NND) NPHRYN 7PN 1Y ,MNIIN PIPIIND
..... NI DY M2H2 NTNA NN D) NNRYD NNDI NNNN NI INYRD AN .TODN 1Y D) NN

N PYY IOTPN - PIP 115N 2 N 29
Rav Kook understands that the original script was Ktav lvri and this was changed at the beginning of the Second Temple
period as a preparation for the long galut that they knew would be coming soon.® The original script required much
more care in copying and was easily prone to errors. Only the Cohanim rooted in the Land of Israel could be trusted to
transmit Ktav Ivri properly. Thus the script was changed to protect against losses in the galut.

I3 903D 3979 H3 ,DWIPINS 130 PIND DN MHY WHE WM THN H JPYY - I3Y 3PO3 3D INPD M I vom 23,
97D YIPY OPHY POED DWY3 SHILY IND IS V3 DHY HID BINH NS INIDD MPD BTM IHID Wi B IINhH>
525 133 NES3 D3D25 P DY ,DHND HMIOPEOH3 DD VL3N NIIND OPEN [OMD MIITIN DMM3 LHSH IEH3]
7D DUEDDY DYH3 HEHD] [IH3 DHTD 3MIDD IMHD DN 5H DIIDL IVMY (36 BEw) DI [INI PINID) - DT NI
D75 52 IEME HIE DITNODY DITD NE PI33 DN HIID 93D HEH LIND PHDD N30N [DITD BE M3 103 INPD NH»

L:NY D127 HNON TYN
The Meshech Chochma has a fascinating thesis. Ktav lvri was much more esoteric, partly in order to avoid unworthy
students from gaining access to the secrets of Torah. But once prophecy ceased in the Second Temple period, a decision
was made to open up access to Torah to a much wider group, even at the risk of encouraging unworthy students. This
was successful, as evidenced by the massive spread of Torah in that period, but there were also unworthy students!

e DD DINHY DIC NESD ETIPD NEN ... PID I I3D3 13POL M3V 3PO3 DN D3P WpP3 W MY NHIM .. (a8 24,
SHIEY 1TPHPY PNESD PITHH M7 SPE SED HIY H3EDY .DF NEN 3P O 0 [DIPID O] DVINED W3P HIY 101> 319
F'F DNTID) DTPED 195 2DTI DIV GNMD OITIED N B HEH WWIPND P WIPE O DIN 17N HHILN ,0IPI>D OY
521 IPIIL3 MNP HHILY 1IHLY DF VL 1DID DND TN . NI NEN MNEH 3PO3 DD 3PS5 HYEN ,NEN 3pO3
230> HYE YBYHT IEIDI ... SHIC 1T D DNPD DL HID DD NHY 1HD HINIZ PINHE TY VLI 730 37D DD P>
NES3 DD 15 DD 5553 IF ML SDY ... INDD PIPID 3POD ML HY 5D NEL 1D I SD 3D MPES 1T 5P OND
o DIDNTI DHDED) NHID 3D - "DNPD ML’

28 7N B PI9 DMAT NN NPBN ANN
The Torah Temima understands that original script was Ktav Ivri and this changed once the Samaritans arrived in Israel.
They also adopted the Hebrew script and language, so a decision was made to change the script in order to distinguish
the Jews from the Samaritan community.

8. Theidea of the Second Temple period as an aspect of exile and preparation for longer galut is a theme explored by Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky in his discussion on Chanukah.
To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com
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FURTHER READING

* ‘Ktav Ivri, Ktav Ashuri’, R’ Tzvi Einfeld (Feldheim/Mossad HaRav).
« ‘Ktav HaTorah Ve'otioteha’ Part 1, R’ Menachem Kasher, Torah Sheleima, Vol 29 (in new editions at start of Vol 8 before Tazria).

Appendix 1 - The Symbol of Life
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The Cohanim in the Mishkan were anointed on their heads with the special anointing oil.
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Chazal explain that this was in the shape of a Greek *Chi’.
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The Cohanim were anointed in the shape of an X and the kings in the shape of a crown.
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Yechekel prophesied that a malach is commanded by God to make a mark - ‘tav’ - on the foreheads of the tzaddikim. This
‘tav’ is the letter tav, which is an X in Ktav lvri!

Appendix 2 - The Shomronim’

* Living today in the North of the Shomron in ‘Shomronim’, near Har Beracha, and in Tel Aviv.
* Are descended from the Kutim, brought by the Assyrians into the areas of the 10 tribes after the expulsion.
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* Do not have all the books of Tanach, only Chumash (with slight amendments) and a version of the book of Joshua®.
* Do not have Torah Shebe’al Peh (although interpret in their own way) and made some changes to the text of the Torah SheBichtav, in
particular the switch of Har Gerizim for Har Eval in Devarim 27:4.
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 Celebrate Pesach with the sacrifice of a lamb on Har Gerizim.

9. See also http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/13059-samaritans#429 and http://www.yeshiva.co/midrash/shiur.asp?id=2567
10. Which actually dates from the Medieval period and is more of a midrashic work.
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