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10 TEVET
OLD MOURNING - NEW MEANING
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A] 10 TEVET - THE START OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FIRST TEMPLE

3318 442 BCE Nevucadnezer assumes the throne of Bavel
3319 441BCE Nevucadnezer conquers King Yehokayim of Judea, which becomes a vassal state of Bavel
3327 433BCE Nevucadnezer exiles King Yechoniah of Judea, together with the leading scholars, including Mordechai and
Yechezkel (on 1 Tevet)
3336 424 BCE Nevucadnezer lays siege to Jerusalem on 10 Tevet
3337 422BCE Nevucadnezer breaches the walls of Jerusalem on 9 Tammuz and then destroys the Temple on 9 Av
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The Navi Zecharia refers to 4 fasts of his day which will eventually become days of simcha (on certain conditions - see
below). One of these is the ‘Fast of the Tenth Month’ (now called Tevet). This is the fast of 10 Tevet.
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The gemara explains that these fasts change to feast, depending on the situation of the Jewish people. In a time of shalom (ie
with a Temple), these days are festivals. In the time of persecution, they are fasts mandated by the prophets (divrei kabbala).
In a time of galut but without persecution, the Talmud states that, other than Tisha Be’Av (which was the most bitter day of
disaster), they became ‘voluntary’ fasts.
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The Rishonim clarify that all the Jewish people have taken on a custom to observe these fasts as compulsory until the Temple
is rebuilt.
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The origins of the 10 Tevet fast come just over two years before the destruction of the First Temple in the year 3336 (425
BCE). Nevucadnezer began the siege of Jerusalem on this day, which eventually led to the capture of the Jewish King,
Tzidkiyahu, whose children we slaughtered in front of him, before his eyes were gouged out. The account of the siege is also
given in Yirmiyahu Ch. 52.
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Yechezkael received his Nevuah on the very day of 10 Tevet when the Siege of Jerusalem started. It was this prophecy that
established him as a true Navi.

MOoNA AND DNITIAN T M ... NIV INKD IMN PAT NIV NPNY SNY MM DYAIND TN 2AND D" ON ... 7.
12 IINIY NN INN DYDY IMNTI D912 PN NI NIAWA DN PN ONY NMYN INYD INYN NIN NIV DIYYY (11 ny) TNIYN
MM INYY DM 12 PIVNND OYW DYDY SN NIV NIVYT TIY AN ... ©NIIN DY WD 717 D177 OXYI (3:7 HNpny)

YWY DON PN ONYD

PN PPO OYN AN GOY M2
According to the Abudraham, here quoted in the Beit Yosef, other than Yom Kippur, 10 Tevet is the ONLY fast which is not
moved if it falls on Shabbat. (This cannot actually happen in our fixed calendar). This is due to a link between Yom Kippur
(10 Tishrei) and 10 Tevet, about both of which it is written /t/7 077 oxya . It is also the only fast which can fall on a Friday
and on which we fast into the beginning of Shabbat. (This is fairly rare - the last time was 2013 and the next is 2020).

What is the unique power of 10 Tevet? The Kli Yakar writes that the siege of Jerusalem by Nevucadnezer lasted for 2 years to give the people
an opportunity for teshuva - a opportunity that they missed. 10 Tevet is the starting point of that opportunity and, as with all starting points,
has a significant potential. The Lubavitcher Rebbe writes that this is hinted to in the verse in Yechezkel which uses the verse ‘samach’ for
‘laid siege’. ‘Samach’ also means to support. The siege of Jerusalem had the potential to be its saving, had the people only done teshuva!

2775 OTN )3 (12 9xpm) IIN NIN 1OV DOOWYPN MIID ORIY PINT PN NIV NIYYIY T IRIY DY NYY NIOYTY N0 8.
N2 ONY PNNN NYY NN DN DN NIND PYWIY PR OX N N'APN WY DN W 7717 0177 DXV 717 017 DY 1IN 72

To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com




5779 - 2N ONIAN  rabbi@rabbimanning.com 3 “'oa
\’P2 DN

0 Y0 YN NYID NDININ YT
10 Tevet should have been the day of exile, yet Hashem delayed this until the summer to make it possible for us to survive.
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According to Rav Tzaddok HaCohen, the expression ‘Etzem Hayom Hazeh’ is a reference to the emergence of the ‘Or
Haganuz’ - the hidden light of spirituality which was lost. Although Tisha Be’Av became the actual day on which the
destruction (and thus future rebirth) took place, the potential for both of these can be found in 10 Tevet.
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Our mitzvah on a fast day is to remember the misdeeds of our ancestors and to understand that we are guilty of the same
crimes - which is why we have not yet been redeemed.
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The key to turn these sad days into simcha is given at the end of the verse from Zecharia that the Rambam quotes here at the
end of his Hilchot Ta’aniot - 127 015w N | Only by love and peace and honesty - ie mitzvot bein adam lechavero - can
redemption be brought.

10 Tevet is a day to focus on personal self-improvement in the area of Bein Adam Lechavero and to understand our national responsibility
to other people.
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The First Temple was destroyed, partly, because the tzaddikim of the time did not accept responsibility for those who were
less righteous. This sense of achdut and “m> Ny ©2y YXw 55 is critical to the teshuva of a fast day.
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Chazal understand that the main purpose of a fast is the gathering together of the people.
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Any fast without Jewish unity is not considered a fast - all elements of Jewish society must join together just as the ketoret
contained some foul-smelling spices which were essential for the overall mitzvah. Note - a "X is a braid of hair which

brings separate strands together in one unit. According to Rav Soloveitchik, this is the root too of the word ois.
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B] 8 TEVET - THE TRANSLATION OF THE SEPTUAGINT

The Tur and Shulchan Aruch specify a list of 21 days which are called o>p>1s m»yn - days which are not compulsory public fasts but private
voluntary fasts for the pious.
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One of them is 8th Tevet on which the Torah was translated into Greek under the command of Ptolomy
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Chazal in mesechet Sofrim record 2 different occasions on which the Torah was translated into Greek by Ptolomy. The first
- where he asked 5 Rabbis to translate it - is described as a disaster for the Jewish people like that of the Chet Haegel. The
second - by 72 Rabbis - is not described in a negative way. On the contrary, God gave ruach hakodesh to the Rabbis to
agree on certain emendations to protect the integrity of the Torah.

A number of reasons are given for why the Greek translation was such a negative event:

* the exposure of the Jewish people to the Greek language and culture, which led to Hellenism.

* the split between the written and oral law which was brought about due to the translation, hence the connection with the Chet Haegel
which also brought about a disconnection between Written and Oral Torahs.

* The Torah, in translation, now become a one dimensional book which the whole world felt they could ‘master’. Thus the Torah lost its
respect in the world. We know it to be the multidimensional infinite word of Hashem; the world regards it as ‘bible stories’.
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The Shulchan Aruch quotes Megilat Taanit, a very ancient work of Chazal, that darkness descended on the world for 3 days
after the translation into Greek. This darkness is reflective of the comments above concerning the obscuring of the
multidimensionality of the Torah. The *3’ days could be hint to the 3 day nature of this fast - 8,9 & 10 Tevet.

C] 9 TEVET - THE DEATH OF EZRA
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9 Tevet is recorded in the Tur (quoting the Behag) as a fast day, although with the enigmatic description that the Rabbis “did
not write’” what happened on that day.
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The Taz (and other Ashkenazi Acharinom) ask in surprise why the Tur and Shulchan Aruch did not record what happened on
9 Tevet. Itis explicit in the Selichot that this day was the death of Ezra!

In fact, the Selichot that the the Taz is referring to is the Ashkenazi nusach. The Sefardi selichot refer to the death of Ezra on
10 Tevet. Hence the statement of the Tur and the question of the Taz (who was nusach Ashkenaz)
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Ezra is critical to our undertanding and practice of Torah
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Rav Yehonatan Eibeshitz writes that Ezra and Moshe were strongly connected. Ezra was in fact worthy of the Torah having
been given through him. As such, just as the death of Moshe was covered so too the death of Ezra was not publicized on 9
Tevet.
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Targum Yonatan on Malachi identifies Ezra as the prophet Malachi. Thus 9 Tevet is the date of the death of Malachi, the last
prophet. Rav Avraham Zechuto (1452-1514) in the Sefer Yuchsin identifies this date as the day on which prophecy was
taken from the Jewish people! Thus it represents is an very significant paradigm shift in the way humanity could connect
with Hashem. This loss of connection is a source on intense mourning. (Compare this with the loss of connection through
Torah due to the translation of the Torah into Greek).

Other reasons for the fast on 9 Tevet include:-

* the death of Nechemiah e the birth of ‘Oto Haish’ * the taking of and death of Esther

YONPD TN T9N INT TNN D1T) DV NYN) 23.

NIWN NN DY DVIN MADIN
It is brought in the Tosofot Chadashim - a commentary on Megillat Taanit that 9 Tevet is a fast day commemorating the birth
of the founder of Christianity. This is perhaps the reason why the Behag wrote that Chazal did not give the reason for the
fast.
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Esther was kidnapped in the month of Tevet
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In his perush on the Megilla, the Rema writes that this was also the date of Esther’s death.

D] 1 TEVET - THE DAY OF GREAT EXILE OF KING YECHONIAH

The leadership of Eretz Yisrael was exiled to Bavel on 1 Tevet some 11 years before the First Temple was destroyed. Although this was
originally a day of mourning, is was later superceded by the events of Chanukah which happened over this date.

E] 23 TEVET - THE EXPULSION FROM PORTUGAL

The expulsion of the Jews from Portugal took place on 23 Tevet in 1497.

F] 5 TEVET - THE DAY THAT THE NEWS OF THE FIRST CHURBAN REACHED BAVEL
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The Gemara records a dispute between R. Akiva and R. Shimon as to when the ‘Fast of the Tenth month’ (as mentioned in
Zecharia) should be. Rabbi Akiva said 10 Tevet, when the siege began and R. Shimon said 5 Tevet, when news of the fall of
Jerusalem reached the community in Bavel.
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The Midrash records that R. Shimon’s opinion was that the Jews of Eretz Yisrael should fast on 10 Tevet (the siege) and the
Jews of the Galut on 5 Tevet (the news). The minhag became for all Jews to fast on the 10th .
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The Minchat Chinuch has a very interesting chidush (based on the Ritva) that Zecharia originally did not fix the day of the
month for each fast (or feast in the time of the Temple). He just fixed the month - “the fast of the tenth””. The Rabbis later
came to crystallize the specific date for the relevant fasts and thus occasionally differed in approach as to which date was
best most appreciated

F] YoM HAKADDISH HAKLALI

In 1949 the Israeli Chief Rabbinate chose 10 Tevet as the national memorial day for the Shoah and the day to say Kaddish for those souls
who had perished on unknown dates or who had no relatives to say kaddish for them. They also decided to make Har Zion in Yerushalayim
the central site for a Holocaust Memorial. At the time it overlooked the Jordanian occupied Old City. The attempt to designate Har Zion for
holocaust memorial was a religious response to the establishment of a secular memorial at Yad Vashem.

Both attempts failed. The Knesset passed a law in 1951 establishing Yom HaShoah on 27 Nissan. This was almost entirely rejected by the
religious community since it places a day or mourning in Nissan which is halachically assur (the original Knesset proposal was to have Yom
HaShoah on Erev Pesach - the day of the liquidation of the Warsaw Ghetto).
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Also, Har Zion largely fell out of use as a Holocaust memorial and Yad Vashem now stands as the main memorial site.
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The she’ela concerns a minhag to daven on Har Zion on 10 Tevet using a gartle a rope that was used in the Shoah to hang
Jews! The teshuva is actually that this is assur (the rope actually needs to be buried) but it shows the original strength of
feeling for 10 Tevet.

To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com




