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One of the most famous Selichot' is ‘Machnisei Rachamim’ - our request for the melachim to take our prayers to God. Is
there any concern at this overt approach to angels in prayer?’
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So too, the Sheliach Tzibur, before Musaf on the Yamim Noraim, appeals directly to the melachim to take his prayers to
God!’

B] THE RAMBAM AND THE FIFTH IKAR
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The Rambam wrote his formulation of the 13 Ilkarim in the introduction to Perek Chelek in his commentary on the
Mishna. The 5th Ikar is that prayer may only ever be addressed directly to God and NEVER through intermediaries,
such as melachim. Melachim, just like all powers of the cosmos are DIPMMNY DY OVIAVIN - pre-programmed in their
operation and unable to chose’ a response, unlike God. In fact, this temptation to use intermediaries to approach God is
the essence of idolatry and most of the Torah comes to address this and warn against it!’

-

Itis not clear where this tefilla originates, although it appears in the siddur of R. Amram Gaon and thus dates back to at least the 9th Century.

2. Acomprehensive analysis can be found in an article by R. Shiomo Sprecher in Yeshurun Vol 3 p496-529. This is available at
https://www.beureihatefila.com/files/Machnisei_Rachamim_2.pdf

3. R. Sprecher documents 22 such prayers in his article.

4. Foranalysis on the question of whether melachim do in fact have choices, or can sin or rebel against God, see Chap 5 of The Limits of Orthodox Theology by Marc Shapiro. Shapiro
brings many more sources for and against the idea of praying to God through intermediaries.

5. The Rambam formulates two types of idolatry in his Ikarim. Ikarim 2 and 3 require a correct understanding of God - avoiding any temptation to define and corporealize Him. lkar 5

relates to how we approach God in our prayers.
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Idolatry started in this way - giving honor to God'’s creations as intermediaries and eventually seeing them as the source
of blessing. Idolatry is NOT in essence a denial of God. It is attitude that we can get what we need without having to
form a connection or relationship with God, but rather through some subsidiary means.

N2Y MMDN NYAINND TN NI 2210 XD D303 DY TNDN NI DONIIIN DN TN TIAYY NIV D221 NTIAYI MSN POy 5.
YNTOVINY WNR TIYY TIT DY M0 XIN THY NI OIORN NI "NV Y99 12wHv 9"y 101N DONIN DN TN
TUN D) WOV TIN TPNTD 720W77 TPV XY )9 NINNRY POY NN DIPTINY NN Y PIYY .00 T MY N NONN
250 NNINA WON XOV INDD ,093325 777192 )9 D27 17977 WNY NN TN PV ... DIOYT 525 DINDN TRION 71 790
NN P2 0P MOID NPNY WNR TIAYD

N 999 025D Ny MYH 0"an4
The essence of Avoda Zara is seeking to connect with God through a medium, as did the generation of Enosh.
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The Torah commands us to love God and to serve Him with the ‘lev’ - our mind.
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This is the mitzvah to pray - service of the mind.
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The Rambam rules that there is a Torah mitzvah to pray - the structure and wording of our prayers is Rabbinic in origin.’
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The mitzvah of Ahavat Hashem is inextricably tied to the ability to know God.

Thus, for the Rambam, all of these things are closely linked. The mitzvah to daven is Avoda of the mind, together with Ahava. The
Ahava is itself dependent on the extent to which we have a correct and development understanding - Yedia - of God. To direct our
davening to an entity which is not God is a total distortion of the entire concept of tefilla and a Torah prohibition of avoda zara! As
such, davening through angels is not just a halachic problem of avoda zara. It is also a philosophical problem going to the root of our
conception of God.

6. The issue of whether there is a Torah mitzvah to pray is disputed. The Ramban’s position is that there is no such Torah mitzvah, other than in times of communal distress. Regular
personal prayer for the Ramban is entirely Rabbinic in origin.
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Someone who davens to God through an intermediary is a ‘min’ and has no place in the World to Come.

For the Rambam, breach of one of the Ikarim is not just an aveira. It places the person outside the Jewish people and causes them to
lose their chelek in Olam HaBa!!

C] PRAYER AND MELACHIM IN TANACH

Melachim are mentioned hundreds of times in Tanach. Often these a physical messengers. Sometimes they are spiritual messengers.
In many cases, it is not entirely clear whether they are human or super-human.
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Yaakov wrestles with a man, who is later revealed to be a malach, and asks him for a beracha.
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Yaakov invokes a malach to bless his grandchild.
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God tells Moshe that he will be sending a malach to lead them to Eretz Yisrael and that His name is ‘in’ that malach.

D] PRAYING THROUGH MELACHIM - A POSITIVE VIEW

Interestingly (but not entirely unexpectedly?) the understanding of prayer and melachim that we see in Chazal seems quite far removed
from the philosphical conception of the Rambam.
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R. Yochanan ruled that a person should not pray in Aramaic since the melachim are only able to understand Hebrew.
Why are we interested in the melachim when we pray?

TINIDD N OHDY IDOBD BVIIS PIED N BV PPINE IS PPN PO - my nvaws 15,

ov M'vn
Rashi explains that the melachim somehow bring our prayers to God.
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Although R. Yochanan states that prayers should only be in Hebrew, we see elsewhere that prayer is permitted in any
language. The resolution is that public prayer is in any language, private prayer only in Hebrew.

7. Asthis raises the familiar question of the extent to which the Rambam based his understanding of Machshevet Yisrael on the bedrock of Greek philosophy, rather than on Chazal.
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Again, Rashi explains that the individual needs ‘help’ from the melachim in prayer.
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R. Yochanan® advises that we always daven that ‘those above’ should help us and not work against us.
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Rashi understands that we should daven for the melachim to ask for mercy on our behalf.
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Rav Sherira or Rav Hai Gaon (10C Bavel) points out that almost all their tefilla was in Aramaic! He answers that when

we direct our prayers directly to angels we do not pray in Aramaic. But when we pray directly to God we can pray in
any language. Clearly, Rav Sherira Gaon did not see an obvious objection to praying to and through angels.
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The Rokeach (13C Germany) wrote a teshuva’ about the recitation of Machnisei Rachamim by communities in France,

Spain, Bavel, Egypt and Germany'’. He supports this and further quotes many examples from the classic Jewish thought
where people used intermediaries to daven to God."

8. The Orchot Chaim (14C) and Kol Bo reinterpret these references to melachim as being not literal angels but positive energies and kavanot to connect with God.
9. Preserved in a manuscript held by the University of Strasbourg library and reproduced by R. Yosef Shmuel Zachter in the journal Or Haganuz.
10. R.Zachter suggests that the Italian community did NOT sing this since they followed minhag Eretz Yisrael as reflected in the Yerushalmi - see below.
11. Including R. Eliezer ben Durdoya (Avoda Zara 17a) who asked the mountains, sun, moon etc to intercede on his behalf, the sources we saw in the last shiur about asking the dead to
intercede for us, the copper snake in Bamidbar, speaking to melachim before going to the bathroom (see below) and more.
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In an astounding Midrash, Moshe is depicted as seeking help from the earth and the stars to interceded with God on his
behalf. Eventually he goes to the ‘Sar HaPnim’ - the Archangel Metatron - who turns him down. Moshe now apparently
feels like he is out of options, and at that point incurs God’s anger.
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The Ran, in his 4th Drasha, describes an unclear line between Metatron and God Himself.

E] PRAYING THROUGH MELACHIM - A NEGATIVE VIEW
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The Talmud Yerushalmi takes a much tougher line on praying through melachim. When turning to God, only a direct a
approach is acceptable.
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The Ramban' agrees with the Rambam that any kind of davening through melachim is avoda zara.
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The Maharal objected to saying Machnisei Rachamim with the wording we have. He suggested changing it to Y0)2"
that they WILL bring the tefillot instead of Y021 - that they SHOULD bring them.

In the 18th Century, the matter came to a head in Italy and was debated at length between the more kabbalistic and the more
rationalist camps. Lengthy pamphlets were written supporting the position, which are recorded in the Pachad Yitzhak (Lampronti). R.
Shmuel Abohav maintained that the piyut should continue to be said in Selichot14

12. See also Sefer Haikarim 2:17 and Abarbanel Rosh Amana Chap 12. The Maharam of Rottenberg also opposed saying Machnisei Rachamim. For more detailed sources, see the
article by R. Sprecher ob cit, and a summary at https://shuihaber.wordpress.com/2015/09/02/machnisei-rachamim-do-we-need-protekzia-to-reach-god/

13. Interestingly, Avraham Fried’s version of the famous niggun for Machnisei Rachamim uses the altered text of the Maharal - Yachnisu - and not the original version! See
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P9ar3qg0H2Y. However Mordechai Ben David uses the original text - Hachnisu. See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yonpalGsovw. (For
the musically minded, this is not the only machloket between them. Avraham Fried sings itin A minor and MBD in E minor).

14. See http://seforim.blogspot.com/2006/09/machnesi-rachamim-and-plagerism.html for an analysis of the 18th Century debate.
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The Korban Netanel (18C Germany) objected to piyutim which appear to approach God through an intermediary and
invokes the 5th Ikar of the Rambam.
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The Chatam Sofer also objected to saying Machnisei Rachamim, although he did not stop the community from saying it.
He simply davened a long personal tachanun so that he missed it! R. Akiva Eiger expressed the same sentiments.
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In a famous Midrash, Chazal explain that we are accompanied home on Friday night by two melachim - hence the
minhag to greet these melachim with the song ‘Shalom Aleichem’.

It seems reasonable that the Rambam would not have been happy to say the 3rd verse of Shalom Aleichem - Barchuni?® - which most
peoples say on Friday night.1” Many in the Soloveitchik family, including the Rav, and others (including Rav Nevensahl) do not say
Machnisei Rachamim for these reasons.18

F] THE REACTION TO REFORM

In the mid 19th Century, one of the attacks by the Reform movement, specifically by Abraham Geiger, was that some of the piyutim in
the siddur were unacceptable to Judaism?®, partly on the grounds of the Rambam’s 5th Ikar! There then followed a process of
re-entrenchment in the orthodox world where it became unacceptable to remove these piyutim (irrespective of their theological
problems) as this would appear to be pandering to the Reform movement.
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R. Yehuda Aszod - successor to the Chatam Sofer in 19C Hungary - insists that we must continue to say the piyutim as
they were originally formulated. These ancient prayers were written by the great and holy - who are we to alter them!?

15. Orperhaps even the wording towards the end of Bircat Hamazon - mav 159y 0199y ¥4 003, which does not appear in the Rambam’s nusach of benching brought at the end

of his Hilchot Tefilla!

16. Although some families, following the position of the Gra (brought by R. Chaim Volozhiner in Keter Rosh 93), do not say that verse. Rav Yosef Messas in his teshuvot (Mayim Chaim
159) reports that he was once challenged by a guest for saying barchuni leshalom. He responds that, although the Rambam and Ramban appear to take issue with this, he
understands that they were only speaking to the time ‘lemigdar milta’ when people were more focused on melachim. In today’s world where people are no longer enticed by that
focus, he does not think that they would still consider it to be a problem. This is an interesting example of where our current practice is not in tune with Rambam'’s lkarim
(notwithstanding the in principle commitment of Orthodox Judaism to those Ikarim) but a straight rejection of the Rambam’s position is also not possible.

17. Some people say after Shalom Aleichem the verse o -1¥1 NDYH 023 THNS MY "D 29T D23 TINWY 2 1Y YaNDN »3 to show that they understand that the melachim have
no independent powers.

18. Most Selichot books include the piyut, often with a footnote that there are those who do not say it, or that one should have appropriate kavanot when reciting it. Some editors
defend it strongly (see the footnote to p21 of the English Rosenfeld Selichot).

19. And also very long! Consider the yotzrot, maaravot etc which are now rarely sung.
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In an 1885 teshuva™, Rav Hirsch wrote to his son-in-law, R. Michael Levi’' in England strongly supporting the saying of
Machnisei Rachamim. He appears to have no objection in principle to davening through melachim, which he feels is
supported in classic sources.

In today’s post millenial neo-chassidic world, machnisei rachamim has made a comeback, largely due to the beautiful niggun
composed by Chaim Benet and sung by M.B.D., and the perceived need by many younger people to infuse the selichot with more
‘neshama’. It is interesting that the major theological and philosophical debate2? appears to have been resolved (for now) by our
emotional and psychological need for connection to God.2

DNNIN NPT NNDY,DMINT MININT XN ,NNAY IDDINMY DINDIND DVWPIANY MNMDDI) VP N¥NMIY NI 7N ... 32.
290 DN )2 INT NN VPN N IR ODITY ") PNV DVYAN YT NPIYNND NIRY 1NN 00NN DY
DN YDNINT LY IND NNV ININ H"INNN RN Y'OP D NIINN D'NHNDY ;M PIDIN DNINND 1M
. YO0
PIPY NOUNN NHMY DINDN DNT PPIT MY PRI ,DNYRIN 1IN DY NN ") PV PIPNNN DY)
DNV WY DYPIY POV 120, DININNN INY NONNDN DI 1KY YTHY QR DYV NDNRND M2 DY DNND
oy WY POV NHUNN MDY D25 DNY NN DY INY NMNIDN NYYN DNY TAD NYPIA D) HDOM ,NINNA
12990 NANTI ,I2T DWW DININNN WP D59NN7 NOORN D952 MY PRI .ONYY NONND NHYN 21w DMNOY
NOWIN MY YT TO PR IIRY MNWI ORWN MY NNY AP TRINDN MNRT RIPN DY (9:29) NOWN '9 wimna wry1»oaa
,DOINDNN NDNVIY T2TN DY 1ODYW TWUIN XD TNIND DN TIYN NI NXIPN OX 172D 'NY YN N2 NON PR D
MY D POV (2D NAY) NI (30D 2PN ONIPA YNNI WP ONDN NVND DMNNNN DXINID NONNDN MINDND
TRDNA INOYNTI NNNYY NANND 7Y WY YPIAD AN M P .NINODN MVYD PRI NONND PR MvD ond
DOONDNN TAY NN DY DIT M0 MIN,PIDIND .DOVPH MMDDA VPPNV 11N XN T TIT DY (P DNDY) HNI)
NN NN ON) .NDIVY NNYPA 5O N0 NYY XINY NHOUNN ¥pad 55annD NONX )N wpad ono 959n00 PN
DMV WY OO DXV DXNND IPMAN YN RN NHYN THRY DYV NPRND D NI
LDINDNN MY NOY D272 NNIY NOUYNN WPV XD DI, NNIY 12T WY DNY WPaY NON Y100 DOINDNI 9"y
D) PIDIN UOT INIAY 1V NP 19N WY DMNMDYI DNY DNN WP1D DNYNXIN I NPIDNN XN TN

M YOO 1 PON OMN NN YD MIHIN NV
Rav Moshe understands that those authorities who include in the tefillot prayers addressed to melachim take the view
that, since melachim are created to act as messengers for our tefillot, asking them to perform that Divinely-mandated
‘shelichut’ is not prohibited. It would be prohibited to ask them for something else. As regards asking the dead, he
reiterates that going to the graves of tzaddikim is an ancient and proper Jewish custom. With regards to asking the dead
to intercede, he brings proofs in different directions as to whether it is better or worse than asking the melachim.”

20. The background is fascinating. In 1879 the leaders of the United Synagogue movement pressured R. Nathan Marcus Adler to remove some of the more ‘objectionable’ piyutim from
the davening and he agreed. Michael Levy - son-in-law of R. Hirsch - objected strongly and was encouraged to make a breakaway synagogue movement - Machzikei Hadath. He
wrote to R. Hirsch to ask if he supported this Austritsgemeinde, which he did, and the rest is history.

21. R. Michael Levi (d. 1921) was an Englishman, married to R’ Hirsch’s daughter, Jenny. His own sons went on to great things - R. Yeshayahu Levi became the Rav of Ohev Tzedek in
Manhattan, and Yitzchak Levi translated Rav Hirsch’s commentary into English.

22. Letus not forget how high the stakes are - idolatry, breach of the Ikarim, exclusion from the Jewish people and loss of a place in the World to Come!

23. Forasomewhat ‘Litvish’ analysis see R. Shiomo Brody in http://text.rcarabbis.org/theological-truths-vs-spiritual-vibes-nigunim-heresy-and-machnisei-rachamim/

24, See Shiur 102 for more sources on this.
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G] MELACHIM AND OUR INTERACTION WITH THEM

Although the Rambam is absolutely set against any kind of prayer to the melachim25, he DOES insist that we appreciate the importance
of melachim and their essential role in the metaphysical universe.

PRY INNON 1N DRI ONTHN DONRINN PRI PYYNI OTND INATHPY NYY HNXI ININND TITH NN TN 2 33.
e 2YTOHN OVN YD NOYTI TIND NN TN NAWMDY AN NID T NP XY T 1D
NN OM NNXY DM OMNN JNY DX 1N .DPIN NYOYI PON) Ma N T2 WTPN X1V 1N DD )
PINYN PN DX NNXY DINN OIINN DY DN 1101 .DNNN NN NNNAN OTRD A 1D THN O'TON
D2X20N DM - WK D PINYN N DNDNI D2WYD NYIP INMY XIONX DNUNRIN 1D NNND DN 90D 9N
DONDNN OM D92 DD NI NN DN 1D TN INYD DNNN NI DTN INYI DN PRI .JNAY DI
e VDT TTIA) THIMN NONX 7N NN DN DININNY
NI NPIAN DY INOYNN NVND 1IN TANR DI XN JMNONNI PV JPRY 29D 191) JONX I WO RN MNXN YTID NN 1)
290 nbnP) AN INNINA NNDY IDIWINT NI XN TINT YITPN DY NN DIRNNDI 97 M NOYND MY NN N8N
e DY) Y0 73)
LDONINY ,DONNY DO Y NOYND OM YTPN NPN DONIPY T NI DNOYN DY DY DININN MNY MdY 3§
DV DY DININN N2 INIPIY TNV NIYY DN D .DYIN) DD ,DNIDN %2 ,00N9N) ,D¥INDDY , D9, DDNUm
72295 NN’ NRIPIYV NNXN NOYN NN NN TN IRD NOYN XON MNN NOYND PRY NOYM N O MoyN vy
DY DM2THN DMININN DM 'DWIN’ NIRIPIY NNND NOYN NN THPYY 1YY .THIAON XD NNN 1NV NN NN
DTN NYT NOYND NP DNOYNY DNUON INIPI TI’HT .INIAIN NNIN DNY DN ONON
Y90 XD ,NNOYN 295 NN NNN DD S TNNDD TY DOYTY DYT INMN DOYTM XNIAN DX PPN OPN IIPRND TMNND 901 N
MIVN DAN YPHY PYND NINP NNYT XONX NINY 10D XNIAN NNNN PUNY NI NON MHYNIN NDYN IDIN 1D
NYT NN NYTY NN D) TOPYY NOYN TY 1OV NOYN DI 121 .7N010 NVNOY NNX NYTM MVNY N0HD INY NYTM
JIXY YTV RINY D RNIAN PYTY YOI DI .DMND YT PYND 519> NN DN OIDNNDN DTRN M2 NI PRY

2 999 7NN YN MaYH B"aPY
The Rambam in Mishne Torah teaches a detailed understanding of melachim as a halachic requirement. They are part

of the metaphysics of creation, and our knowledge of them is essential to gain a deeper understanding of God and
thereby to fulfil the mitzvah of Ahavat Hashem.

34, Every act of God is described as being performed by angels. But "angel" means "messenger"; hence every one that is
entrusted with a certain mission is an angel ............... When we assert that Scripture teaches that God rules this world
through angels, we mean such angels as are identical with the Intelligences.

Moreh Nevuchim - Maimonides 2:6
Rambam identifies the angels with the Intelligences through which God runs the world. They are certainly not
independent agents. They are however critical to the function of the universe.

D290 NN VY [N TR IO PIDIMN DNX MINND DYY 1IDWD TRIND IO PIDIN DYV DTRY MNN DI DY PRN 19 NN 35.
Y 7D X PINIK 29 (xs HIN) "NIYW 1INIYD NN DININ D PIDMN

2PN NYID (NY) XINN YITD
Chazal say that every mitzva we do creates a positive malach.

NYYNY DIINY TY 10D 19N IRIW NIND TIAD NN J2Y MNIVN DVTP DYTIDN YTIONN' IMN XDIN 11D ©IINN 36.
ONNY ONNY PNV ONINIY NDD XOX ITIN) 71D OPAY NNDDT 0N WIN RO XD MIN NN DIIN NIN) NI
DTN 2 DY 1977 19U RN DIDNRY TY 7 11NNN 2 1NNN NOND MDD

D M99
Chazal required that we address the melachim before entering a bathroom.

25. Unsurprisingly, he does NOT bring the halacha of R. Yochanan that a person must not pray in Aramaic since the melachim do not understand it. Nevertheless, this halacha IS ruled
in the Shulchan Aruch (101:4, and see MB 101:15).
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MDY MNMY ONRY MNRY JPOY SNIWN DWITP DXTNON 170NN DIDY DTHIP IMN NXDON 1Y D1Ow v 95 37.
'DTN 2 YW 12T TIIY NN DIINRY TY D 1000

399 ©95 NNV 120N MOYN DAY
The Rambam DOES bring this as halacha lema’aseh!! Clearly, the Rambam understood that we should not only have an
understanding of the role of melachim, but should express that verbally too!

YIMIND NN XD PYWOYY 19 DYTAION YTAONN NN XDON N*AY DIV 38.

3 Y970 P23 DN MININ MDD BN NMN THIY DWW
Fascinatingly, the Shulchan Aruch also brings this halacha in principle, but then states that we do NOT do this today.”’

IMH DIMED BIDHINDY 19 IMDHE - D 1INHY DIE DLW INH I TIP3 MdPPNES GHE PN 3> .. 39.

310 Y20 0N9IN PN
The Magen Avraham explains why we say ‘Vimru Amen’ - ‘you (plural) should say Amen’ after our private Amida. We
are addressing the melachim that accompany us through life!

SV NWYTPA DWHXIN P ... 'NA NPT DR NN DNIAVNNY DNYRIN DIPON NTT JIIND NN XD PWOIWN 40.
9" 127N NN DXININD TINDN PIY YW 1D DI ONT % DX NNIX DN )0 IMD NN) 7D OND DX ONONN
NNNN DY VPN WITPN LOIRD ONTID) XIND RN 227 DTN MINID N DPHINR 7N 99 PYLIIN NN PR TN ININY

- ANDN 12Y APV 19Y DTN M2 DNO NNIX I XD DX NIIND TIN 1INV NWITPA

2 PYD 3 YD OMN NN NIWD Y
The Aruch Hashulchan explains that it would be gross arrogance for us these days to address the melachim, as if we
could actually sense them! Nevertheless, we should remain conscious of the the reality of their presence.

12ND H"PIND OVAY] ... A WY 11D I HIONNDT I'N ON)Y ... DNV MMPHNI NNN MIATA ININD NORY WD 11T 41.
DYT2101 YTAONN NV MY NOND

M PYO W Y0 AYT 79 DIV 1Y
But the Aruch Hashulchan also brings in the name of the Arizal that if one cannot avoid thinking of Torah in the
bathroom one should say the formula!

26. Why would the Shulchan Aruch quote halacha, only to say that it is no longer practically relevant!? The Shulchan Aruch is a practical guide to halacha! Mori R. Yitzchak Berkovitz
suggested that, even though the recitation of the words is no longer relevant, we DO still need to have an awareness of the existence of melachim around us.
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