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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

100 - SHAVING AND SHAVERS - PART 1
OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2018

In past shiurim we have looked at the issue of shaving and haircuts during the certain periods of the calendar - the Omer or the 3
weeks. But is it permitted to shave at all!? Is a man required to have a beard? Is it ever permitted for a man to use a razor? Is the
position different with women?

There is no question that, whilst many observant Jewish men do grow beards, others do not and regularly use electric shavers. What are
the halachot and background issues surrounding the use of these shavers?

A] THE TORAH MITZVAH - PSHAT, CONTEXT & REASONS
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The Torah explicitly prohibits ‘rounding’ the corners of the head and ‘destroying’ the corners of the beard. This appears
in the Torah in a context of other mitzvot dealing with superstition and the occult, and also other ‘self-harm’ prohibitions
- self-cutting and tattooing.
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The Ibn Ezra suggests a number of reasons for this mitzvah. First - in order to differentiate us from non-Jews, who
would normally shave.
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The Rambam rules that a Jew must differ in all respects from a non-Jew - in dress, action and practice - as they differ in
belief. One of the specific application of this is in hair-styles and shaving.

e DIYN TIND YDPN N TONIY DN YT PYIY PNV 1D WXINONNS PRYIN PN N 4.
1PN IPNWNY NN NION 1299 ,00P% IPNWNY 7PN D221 XTIy 11D 1T 8

Y1551 2> PH9 N NAY 0"an
The Rambam also specifically’ relates the mitzvot of shaving the head and the face to the actual practices of idolators.’

1. The Rambam includes in this chapter other practices of idolators, including those which appear together with shaving in the pesukim - self-cutting and tattooing. These actions are
not specifically acts of idolatry. Nor do they fall into the general category of chukat hagoy. This is a separate, specific category of actions which are customs of idolatrous cults.

2. Thetonsure was an ancient pagan practice, later adopted by Christianity. It is well know that Christian priests became known in Hebrew and Yiddish as ‘galachim’ - shaved. Pagans,
such as the ancient Celtic Druids, had a transverse tonsure - shaving the hair in front of a line drawn over the top of the head from ear to ear. Both Egyptians and Romans shaved all
the hair from the heads of slaves as a mark of subservience (see the explanation of the Netziv below). Later, to proclaim themselves slaves of the Church, early monks began to
shave their heads. The favored style of monastic tonsure forms a circular crown of thorns, markedly different from the pagan transverse style. The Roman Catholic Church officially
abolished the practice in 1972 but it is still used by some orthodox followers.

Tattooing was, throughout history, the mark of paganism, demonism, Baal worship, shamanism, mysticism, heathenism, cannibalism and many other pagan belief systems.
Self-cutting has also been a significant part of some pagan cults as part of self-sacrificial rites. This has found its way into modern religion too. Some Shia Moslems cut themselves
with swords and knives to mark the Day of Ashura and mourn the death of the Mohammed's grandson, Husayn Ibn Ali at the Battle of Karbala in 680 AD. In Catholicism too there
are cults of self-flagellation.
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The Ibn Ezra gives a second reason - that head hair and facial hair is a natural creation of beauty and it is inappropriate
to destroy it!
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Rabbeinu Bachya understands (in pshat) that the reason for the prohibition is to differentiate between men and women.’
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The Netziv understands that shaving the facial hair is a symbol of slavery. A truly free man has a full beard!’ in
particular, the Torah is warning us against ‘selling ourselves’ to work and materialism!

But it is in a similar relation to that of the front and back of the
head that the upper jaw stands to the lower; the lower, with cheek and
chin, to the maxilla and the rest of the upper part of the human face.
Whereas the latter pertain primarily to the spiritual intellectual activities
of the mind, and, at the animal activity of eating hold themselves more
passive, the lower jaw, with teeth, tongue and masticatory muscles are the
real active factors at this more animal function of eating and tasting. As
they come to sexually mature age, the male sex, who are more inclined to
sexual depravity than the female, have beards growing which cover the
parts of the face which are active in satisfying the senses. Beards covering
these parts leave only the purely spiritual intellectual human face exposed
to view, and thereby bring the admonition quite specially to “man’ to show
his worth and his strength only in spiritual values, and to master all the
urges of his senses, and to keep them modestly and decently in the back-
ground, an admonition which women, thanks to the innate modesty of
their nature require much less. We presume that the 1pmT MR® must be
just those places, such as the joint between the lower jaw and the bone,
the posterior corner of the chin etc., which show the action of eating and
mastication most clearly. Accordingly, as nevertheless the “Law for sanctify-
ing our lives” permits the shaving of the beard in general, it seems to take
just the moment when a man is occupied with the hair on his face to give
himself a pleasing appearance, to admonish him, by making him forego the
use of a razor, (M%3), to use these “IPT MKD” as a reminder not to destroy
(fmnmwi) this hair which veils the “sensual part” of a man’s countenance,
and to take to heart the lesson it preaches, not to trifle away his manly
calling, and his worth as a human being by thinking too much of, and
overrating the value of the material value of the senses.

Rav Shimshon R. Hirsch on Vayikra 19:27
Rav Hirsch sees the lower part of the man’s face as a much more connected with animal pleasures and thus it needs to be
covered!

3. This could be an interesting explanation for the halachic exemption of women from the prohibition.
4. Ona pshat level, he explains that the prohibition for Cohanim appears to be even stronger (not to shave anything from the beard) reflecting their even more elevated status.
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The Ibn Ezra gives a final reason which connects facial shaving and cutting to the practices of death cullts.
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The 19C Italian commentator Shmuel David Luzzato explained in accordance with the Ibn Ezra that the pshat of the
prohibition against shaving is in connection with mourning over the dead.
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Fascinatingly, Shadal (who was the director of the Padua Rabbinical College’) admits in a letter to R’ Shlomo Loeb
Rappaport that he actually adopted this pshat of the Ibn Ezra as a practice (totally against the halacha - see below)
although he did not share this information with many others!

B] THE HALACHIC ANALYSIS
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The Mishna rules that there are two ‘corners’ to the head, and five ‘corners’ to the beard. There is a dispute as to
whether there is a separate Torah violation on each corner separately, or one Torah prohibition even if all are removed.
At the end of the Mishna there is a second dispute. The Tana Kama rules that the prohibition’ is only if a razor is used.
According to R. Eliezer, the prohibition applies even if the hairs are pulled out with tweezers or rubbed off with a plane.

5. The Rabbinical College in Padua was one of those 19C institutions which blurred the lines between what we now call Orthodox and Conservative Judaism. For an interesting
comparison of the Padua College and The Jewish Theological Seminary in Breslau and the positions they took on traditional halachic issues, see
https://www.degruyter.com/downloadpdf/j/tra.2016.14.issue-1/tra-2016-0006/tra-2016-0006.pdf
It was an Italian Jew who later moved to the US and founded JTS, which was not, in those early days, clearly a non-Orthodox institution in the way it is now. Rabbi Joseph Hertz, later
Chief Rabbi of the British Empire was the first graduate of JTS in 1894.

6. Tweezers - see Perush Rambam Makkot 3:5

7. We will see below which mitzvah is being referred to here - destroying the peot harosh or the peot hazakan.
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C] WHERE ARE THE PEOT HAROSH?

PPH I2IPD IVIED DIPY PIDD LD £HIDL .LHID W £ PIHD DET DIPN DL 3D £HII POPI D - wNIN Yy avn 13,
- £H79 Q0 OEL DHD HIP> BEY HID PIOVE DIPN WD INHD 753 I BY I PIINDONY .PHH DD JPraY BRI DIPM
DL 19%D 390 1HON HYTH 16N LTS PIBD DL 1D LB H5NN .2PIDI N3N DPY

N0y 3 97 MON NOON M'YI
Rashi explains that the two ‘corners of the head’ are where the hair of the head ends, which he calls the ‘temple’.
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that one should not shave the hair from opposite the temple until below the ear, although then
defines this point as where the jaw bones meet. He also appears to rule that the entire width of this area is considered to
be peot harosh and may not be cut. Even using scissors is prohibited (unlike the halacha for the beard - see below)

D] WHERE ARE THE PEOT HAZAKAN?
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For the purposes of tzara’at, the Mishna differentiates between negaim on the head and those on the beard. The beard is
defined as starting at the joint of the jaw (where the lower jaw meets the upper jaw) and extending down to the laryngeal
prominence’ (known as the Adam’s apple).

Maxilla

Temporcmandm;r.k\“
Joint (TMJ}
Mandible
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The Rosh quotes a number of opinions on where the 5 corners or the
beard could be. Rabbeinu Chananel rules:
1. Where the lower jaw meets the upper jaw on the right side.
2. Where the lower jaw meets the upper jaw on the left side.
3. The right side of the lips.
4. The left side of the lips.
5. The 'stalk of the beard’. The Beit Yosef understands this to mean
either the center of the chin, or the Adam’s apple.”

8. ‘Pika’is a swelling (and in modern Hebrew is used to mean a bunion).
9. For this reason, Jewish men do not even shave their throats with a razor. Halachically, shaving the back of the neck with a razor is permitted although there are other kabbalistic,
and possibly halachic, reasons for men not using a razor even on other parts of the body.
To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com
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Rashi’s position, as quoted by the Rosh is:
1. Where the chin meets the jaw on the right (ie the hair on the side of the chin.)
2. Where the chin meets the jaw on the left.
3. The ‘stalk of the beard’ (ie chin or throat)
4. Where the lower jaw meets the upper jaw on the right side.
5. Where the lower jaw meets the upper jaw on the left side.
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Rashi’s position, as he writes in in Gemara Shevuot” is different, and is
1&2. Two points along the width of the lower jaw where it meets the upper jaw on the right
side.
3&4. Two points along the width of the lower jaw where it meets the upper jaw on the left side.
5. The center of the chin.
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The Rambam rules that the 5 corners of the beard are:
1. The upper jaw on the right.
2. The lower jaw (ie the bottom corner of the lower jaw bone) on the right.
3. The upper jaw on the left.
4. The lower jaw (ie the bottom corner of the lower jaw bone) on the left.
5. The ‘stalk of the beard’ (ie chin or throat)

The position of the Rivan is different again. He rules that the 5 corners of the
beard are:

1. The lower jaw (ie the bottom corner of the lower jaw bone) on the right.

2. The right of the chin.

3. The lower jaw (ie the bottom corner of the lower jaw bone) on the left.

4. The left of the chin.

5. The center of the chin.

10. Thisis also quoted by the Rosh as a ‘yesh omrim’.
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Because of the multiple opinions and lack of certainty as to where exactly the peot hazakan area, the Rosh advises that a
‘Yarei shamayim’ should follow all the opinions and not use a razor at all on the face. Negotiating around the ‘corners’
and leaving a thin strong of hair in the ‘danger zones’ (as apparently some people did'") is just too risky!
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The Rambam points out that there are a couple of places on the face that are definitely NOT included in the peot hazakan
- in the center above the upper lip, and immediately below the lower lip. In theory it would be permitted to shave these
with a razor. But he writes that the accepted custom is not to use a razor anywhere on the face.
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that one should not use a razor on any place on the face, even the throat.

E] WHO IS OBLIGATED?

JINNR TN X YNNI - )TN 22 0277977 N HN DNIT OONNY NNVN Y2 NNOWA 1D mHvn b ppndap yn 23,
N NNNYNA VYO DD - P NS TIN TPDYN ND) DIOVUNT TIND 195271 X2 :NDT 121 TNYN D) Ppn D NON
NNT - NJ2D NN TPYDNR NNYNA IMTPN NOT 12301 09PN MY - NNNYN INITIR NI 20NN W) DM ,N9PNI
NI VTN PP TING TN TPV XD) ODIWUNT TINS 19577 N2 RIP VINT - NIP NN TDYDNY P8 1D TR KD
WY DYNY DD NUR JPT NOINM INDY . TIVR J78 DY - TIPY 1P OND .D2IPT IR NINNT 1IN I'NT 1 NDTA
D JINN 2D TING' TING' POYT NN TN RD NNNWYND AN TN NINNWNYD IND NN DT D29 373 )0 N -
. ML DV NI G, MMV DV PPND

a2 POIPP
The Gemara concludes that women (even with beards!”) are not obligated in the mitzvot of peot harosh and peot
hazakan (which are connected in the verse). It brings three proofs for this (i) sevara - since most women do not have
beards, the mitzvah does not bind even those who do; (ii) a 'miut’ in the passuk (105%) limiting the halacha to men;, (iii) a
gezeira shava from the laws of tumah for Cohanim which imports into the laws of bal tashchit the same exclusion for
women from the prohibition.
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This is ruled unanimously in the halacha.
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that women may cut their own peot harosh'” but may not cut that of a man. This is presumably
due to lifnei iver lo titen michshol - not facilitating others in doing aveirot.

11. There are reports of different and strange beard styles which some Jews sported to try and avoid the 5 corners of the beard.

12. Asmall percentage of women do grow beards, often due to hormonal imbalance (usually androgen excess) or a rare genetic disorder known as hypertrichosis.

13. Hence a woman is permitted to shave all their hair off, whereas a man is not. There is a well-known custom of some chassidic women (particularly from Hungarian, Galician, and
Ukrainian communities) to shave off their hair after marriage. A few reasons are brought for this: (i) as a chumrah in hilchot mikveh - to avoid any chatzitza coming between her and
the water; (i) as a chumrah in not showing any hair after marriage, even within the home. This practice is opposed by most poskim due to a fundamental concern for shalom bayit.
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R’ Akiva Eiger (19C Germany) raises a possible challenge to this ruling. If the woman cuts a man’s peot, he is liable for
one Torah prohibition - being shaved. But if HE cuts them himself, he is liable for TWO Torah prohibitions - being the
shaver and being shaved! If so, is she causing him to stumble or actually HELPING him by cutting his peot? If she is
helping and not harming halachically, how could that be Lifnei Iver?

* This opens up the contemporary question of whether causing others to drive on Shabbat e.g. to an outreach Shabbaton could be
permitted on the basis of the ‘net gain’.4

F] WHAT KIND OF SHAVING IS PROHIBITED?

In Vayikra 19:27 the Torah uses the expression n’ﬁw:jlj N2 - do not ‘destroy’ the beard. It does NOT use the word ‘shave’.

DYNIZ NP NPYNY () ... PHYI NDVYNY ¥9)D Do IION) YION 23 D09 TN IYinon 0 mNn (8) - 27,
TP 10T ND D112 3NDN N 0 IN9)

NN NP
However, there is a parallel prohibition (in Parashat Emor) for Cohanim only which DOES use the expression ‘shave’.
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The Gemara” learns a gezeira shava'® between the two verses in Kedoshim and in Emor. The actual prohibition must
include BOTH elements of the mitzvah: ‘hashchata’ - destruction of the beard,; and ‘giluach’ - an act of shaving. The
only way to do both of these is with a razor.

G] IS THE PROHIBITION ONLY WITH A RAZOR BLADE

We saw that the Gemara explicitly states that the prohibition is only with a razor blade.
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The Rambam explicitly rules that the Torah prohibition is only with a razor blade."”
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However, Rivan explains that the key issues are: (i) how close is the shave - if it cuts at the root of the hair, this is called
‘hashchata’; and (ii) how ‘normal’ is the use of this instrument for shaving. Anything normally used will be considered
‘giluach’. Scissors may sometimes be used by people for shaving, but they do not ‘destroy’ the hair. Tweezers DO pull
the hair out at the roots, but they are not normally used for shaving. A razor blade does BOTH of these things and is
therefore prohibited. But if some other instrument also did both, maybe that could be prohibited too! "*

14. For further analysis of this see
http://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Lifnei-Iver-Issues-Part-1.pdfand
http://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Lifnei-Iver-Issues-Part-2.pdf and the audio shiurim at https://rabbimanning.com/index.php/audio-shiurim/cji/

15. See also Sifra Kedoshim 3:6

16. Even though the verse in Emor relates only to Cohanim, Chazal understood them to be thematically linked (they also both deal with self-mutilation). We also saw this in Kiddushin
35b above.

17. He writes that shaving using scissors is ‘patur’, which would often be defined as exempt but still rabbinically prohibited. The Beit Yosef (YD 181) rejects that interpretation and and
rules that the Rambam would permit scissors unconditionally.

18. Implying that if it became normal to shave with the, this would be considered ‘gliuach’. The potential application to electric shavers is obvious and we will look at this iy’H in Part 2.
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Tosafot in Shevuot appear to take the position of the Rambam and make a clear distinction between bal tashchit on the
beard which is only prohibited with a razor blade and bal takif on the peot harosh, which is prohibited even with scissors
if the shave is close enough.
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The Shulchan Aruch takes the lenient approach. Only a razor blade is prohibited. Scissors are definitely permitted, even
if they act ‘kein ta’ar’ - ‘like a razor blade.’
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The Pitchei Teshuva (19C Lithuania) rules that a pumice stone is also prohibited (as this destroys and shaves”). Using
depilatory cream is permitted”’ as this is certainly not considered ‘shaving’. However, one may not scrape of the cream
with a sharp object.
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However the Rema warns that there are some scissors which actually acts AS a razor and not just ‘like’ a razor.
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The Terumat Hadeshen rules that very sharp scissors are a potential problem since the shaving could be done with one
blade only - which is the same as a razor blade!”'

Based on this, it seems that the electric shavers should be permitted as long as they are not acting ‘as a razor'. However, we will see in
Part 2 iy’H that things are not so simple. We will have to look more closely at how electric shavers actually work and also at other
sugyot of shaving in the Torah, in particular the Nazir and the Metzora.

19. And presumably this had become a ‘normal’ manner of shaving?
20. Although some poskim were against it. The Chazon Ish was reported to have said that the depilatory cream may not be the D"W0M DO but it certainly isn’t the ©»Nn DO!!
21. ltis reported that Rav Moshe Feinstein would experiment with blades on beard hair. If one of the blades could cut the hair on its own, he ruled that to be ‘too sharp’. If it needed
both blades to cut, he held that should be permitted.
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