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KETURA
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The brief Torah text' on Ketura makes two major points. She is presented as another wife of Avraham and we see three
generations of her offspring (parallel to the tribes of Israel). Secondly, Avraham gives all his possessions to Yitzchak and
the children of the Pilagshim (concubines?) are given gifts and send away from Yitzchak to the East.
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In Divrei HaYamin® only Yitzchak and Yishmael are presented as the sons of Avraham. Ketura is introduced as a
Pilegesh’ and not a wife, and her children are not given any ‘yichus’ to Avraham, only to her.
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Chazal debate whether Ketura was a new wife, or another name for Hagar (see further below). The majority opinion in
Midrash Rabba is that Ketura is a new wife.
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Rashbam understands this to be the pshat.
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So too, the Pilagshim referred to at the end are Hagar and Ketura, although he does not explain whether they were
indeed pilagshim or actual wives.
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Rashi explains that the difference between a wife and a pilegesh is that a wife receives a ketuba but a pilegesh does not.

1. lwould like to thank my son, Asher, for his extremely thorough research on Ketura which greatly enhanced my understanding of the topic and the scope of the shiur.
2. The earliest commentary on the Torah and Nevi'im and of course included in Tanach itself.
3. RavYoel Bin Nun understands that the Torah takes a strong anti-pilegesh stance stressing instead the centrality of monogamous marriage. He suggests that Divrei HaYamim may
have a more open approach to the concept of pilagshim, hence the shiftin emphasis.
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Ramban quotes Rashi and disagrees with him. He understand that the main difference is that a pilegesh does not have
kiddushin. Instead the relationship is monogamous, but casual in the sense that it can be started or ended consensually
without a formal ritual.
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In fact, according to the Ramban, whilst Hagar was a real pilegesh - given to Avraham by his wife Sarah’, Ketura was
actually a full wife! She is only referred to as a pilegesh in the sense that her children did not inherit with Yitzchak. The
Ramban suggests that Ketura was a local Canaanite’ woman, possibly from the household of Avraham himself’. This
would explain why he has no concern in marrying a local woman and does not chose a wife from his own blood relations
(like Sarah or Rivka) or an Egyptian far from her family (like Hagar).
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As for the gifts, Rashbam understands them to be large monetary gifts to set up his sons from Ketura in the lands that he
was promised to the East.
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The family of Avraham is far wider than the Avot! His family include the children of Lot, Esav, Yishmael and Ketura.
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In the Brit Bein HaBetarim Avraham is promised a (relatively) large area of land from the Nile(?) to the Fuphrates. This
encompasses the land that was previously occupied by 10 Canaanite tribes.

4. Although in Bereishit 16:3 Hagar is describes as a wife, she is only so to the extent ‘given by Sarah’. By contrast, Avraham marries Ketura in a standard way (see Rav Kook below).
5. Other mefarshim are adamant that Avraham would not marry a Canaanite given his insistence on finding a non-Canaanite for his son. It may depend on whether one views Ketura as
a continuation of his previous mission (creating the proto-Jewish people) or a new universalist mission to be a father to many nations.
6. RavYehuda Cooperman, based on the Seforno, suggests that Ketura may have been one of the yon2 ywy qwx wa). The midrash (Otzer Midrashim) suggests that she may be called
Ketura because she previously offered incense to idols before her conversion to monotheism under Avraham (Sarah?).
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In the later Brit Milah Avraham is promised the much smaller Land of Canaan (Dan to Beersheva) for his children
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During the war of the 4 vs 5 Kings, we see that a number of the Canaanite tribes mentioned later in the Brit Bein
HaBetarim were displaced or destroyed by Chedorlaomer, King of Elam (in Persia), and his superpower allies.

() DY I NN ONDI VYD )2 7D NYD ININD T2 JINTND 23 NHPNYN D2 PNR-IN) AN TN NP INON T e (v) 14,

() RN ONY WP DINDN DRI DR YN DR (V) DRI O AN N7 DY M2 12¢2 DAY DIND

DY IR YD Y NI NPY IWND DRND 12¥) DiP)9n DIPHY DWW kY ) 6299 5100 129 Piun

DY DRI VY2 D12 9D MY T2 PEY™XL YIND YIAEND 2D 0T NI DIION 1WAY 22 30 13N (D)) ..... 0D

DRI DY AN HHiTH DY (ND) :DHYR DN NP DIDYD DI NA72Y) DN NN IYNH DRI W (9)

DIPION MINDTTIY PRYN WK PPYa DAY 1Y 37 Ny KD (2) DPND YN DYPN DPI9N N DIHYN
:DRND 1Y DTNYN TRIDN DINYD DINID TRY-TY DXIXNA DAY DA (33) M3 DD TY DHRND 12¥N DYIN

1 0"M2%

In Devarim, as the Children of Israel are approaching the Land of Israel we find an account of how the wider family of
Avraham - Moav, Amon, Esav - had already displaced the original tribes.

Land of Canaan
at

Time of Joshua ,
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Chazal saw in the marriage of Ketura a completion of the task of Avraham - to be the father of the nations of the world.
As such, they associate her with Yafet, just as Hagar was from Cham (Mitzrit) and Sarah was from Shem.
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Chazal also Avraham as a ‘new Noach’. Through building a family through Ketura he is able to replace the 30 nations of
the world that were lost through the destruction of the Tower of Babel.”
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This approach is supported in the Book Of Jubilees’. Ketura was one of Avraham’s household, whom he married after
Hagar died’. The children of Hagar and Ketura mixed and formed the tribes of the Arabian Peninsular.

* In this approach, the clear focus is not on Ketura herself but on her children as a fulfillment of the Brit with Avraham.

C] SUCCESS OR FAILURE?
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Zror Hamor (R’ Avraham Saba, 15C lItaly) has a completely unexpected reading of the story. He understands that
Avraham was wrong to marry Hagar (and wrong to listen to Sarah in this!"’), wrong to pray for Yishmael, and wrong to
do the same thing again with Ketura! The problems caused by the Bnei Yishmael and Bnei Ketura are the result of this
disaster.
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Perhaps a hint to this view is found in the Gemara where the Bnei Yishmael and Bnei Ketura bring the Jewish people to
the ‘United Nations’ of the time - Alexander the Great - to claim a right to partition Eretz Yisrael into separate states!

7. Some of the more academic sources - Da’at Mikra, Olam HaTanach and others - suggest a connection with the spice routes. Many of the names of Avraham’s family suggest
connections with spices - Ketura, Basmat, Lot, (Ziporra?). How better to spread monotheism through the Ancient World than to set up Abrahamic connections across the spice
trade!

8. A Pseudepigraphal work dating from around the 2C BCE - ie mid Second Temple period. It is not authentic to Rabbinic tradition and often takes a sectarian approach in issues of
halacha. Itis however very early window onto how at least some of the Jewish world of that period viewed issues from Tanach.

9. Shadal suggests that Avraham married Ketura as a pilegesh long BEFORE Sarah died. The story is only brought here because of the focus on the tribes.

10. But presumably correct (as commanded by God) to listen to Sarah when she told him to throw out Yishmael.
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D] DRASH - KETURA THE BA’AL TESHUVA - FAMILY REDEEMED
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Chazal, in many places”, identify Ketura as Hagar. Avraham took her back into his home once Sarah had died. If so,
why is she renamed Ketura? Two reasons are given: (i) since she made herself fragrant (‘ketoret’) with mitzvot and
good deeds; (ii) although she had drifted off as Hagar following her expulsion from Avraham’s home (Y117 implies
straying ‘off the derech’”) she nevertheless kept herself chaste” (ketura~keshura = tied) in the hope that she would one
day return to her relationship with Avraham.
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Targum Yonatan brings the same tradition and translates Ketura as Hagar.
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Rashi quotes the same tradition - that Hagar was a Ba’alat Teshuva and returned, pure, to Avraham, renamed Ketura.
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The placement of the name Ketura also hints to the introduction of a tzadeket.
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Kli Yakar connects Ketura’s teshuva to that of Yishmael. Also, the imagery of the ketoret evokes the ‘chelbana’, which
despite its foul stench, is an essential component to the incense. So too the past misdeeds of the Baal Teshuva create the
spiritual strengths of their new reformed self.

WP HD 930 HYD ,bnhH L4 HXH I KL ,3 D0 IOD - DOwI»en  26.

1:73 YN M'YI
Taking this approach - that Ketura and Hagar are the same person - creates a problem in understand who were the
Pilagshim (plural). He answers that the word DI is written in the text ‘chaser’ - without a yud - to indicate that
there was in fact only one pilegesh. The problem is that in our text the word is NOT " missing a yud"!

11. Midrash Rabba (Chayei Sara 61), Midrash Tanaim (Chayei Sarah 61:4), Midrash Tanchuma (Chayei Sara 8), Midrash Agadda (Toldot Chap 25), Pirkei DeRebbi Eliezer Chap 29,
Mechilta DeRashbi, Pesikta, Sechel Tov (Toldot Chap 25), Yalkut Shimoni (Chayei Sarah 109), Zohar (Chayei Sarah 133b).

12. See Rashi on Bereishit 21:14 who quotes from Chazal (Mechilta d’R. Shimon) that the expression - YN T2 - implies that Hagar retued to her Egyptian culture of idolatry.

13. Also relevant to Avraham who is YNWYI) 9NN, which is only permitted according to Torah Law if she has not married someone else in the meantime. This of course opens the
question of whether the Avot kept the Torah before it was given.

14. Rashi is quoting from Bereishit Rabba (Chayei Sarah 61) which states ‘21>n> DW) 29, In fact, this is the only place in Torah where Pilagshim is written malei maleiwith two yodim.
Most of the mefarshim point out that our text is written /mal/e/ and raise this as a question on Rashi and uphold the Masoretic Text. The Artscroll commentary on this verse states
without further comment that Rashi appears to be working off a different text. Although it is interesting to see that this solution is apparently uncontroversial, the suggestion is
probably incorrect. There is no evidence that Rashi had a variant text here - he is simply quoting from Chazal. According to Daat Mikrah, there is no known manuscript which is
chaserhere. EtzYosef on Bereishit Rabba (on this verse) references a debate in the Rishonim (see Tos Shabbat 55b s.v. ma’aviram, R’ Akiva Eiger ibid, Shu't Rashba 1:12 and Shu’t
Radvaz 3:594) as which text to use in the event of a disagreement between the version of verses brought in Chazal and that of the Masoretic Text (which generally takes priority). It is
worth noting that there are a number of cases in Chumash where Rashi appears to be working of a slightly different text than the one we have. Usually these differences relate to
issues of maleiand chaser, but not exclusively. See for example Rashi on Shemot 25:22.

For more on this see http://parsha.blogspot.co.il/2009/11/it-is-written-pilagshim-or-pilagsham.html. See also shiurim 40,41 and 42 at
http://www.rabbimanning.com/index.php/audio-shiurim/halacha/mekorot-hatorah/

15. The super-commentary on Rashi, Mischal L'David, by R’ David Pardo, suggests that when Rashi says that the word ‘pilagshim’ is chaser, he means in all other cases in Torah.
According to this, Rashi is pointing out a drash on the extra yud so that the word read ‘D> wab >’ - an oblique reference to Hagar. The suggestion is creative, but rejected by most of
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* According to this approach, the relationship between Avraham, Sarah and Hagar takes on a new dimension. Although Avraham
expelled Hagar from his home (at the request of Sarah), she is brought back as soon as Sarah dies. Gone but not forgotten?
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Rav Kook sees a great love between Avraham and Hagar and a solid relationship, broken only by the demands of Sarah.
Avraham initially married Hagar as a full wife but her status was downgraded to ‘pilgesh’ due to the actions of Sarah.
Even when Hagar initially fled, her bond with Avraham remained strong. When Sarah finally insisted that he divorce
Hagar, he does so at God’s command. But once the opportunity arises, he restores Hagar to her status as full wife.
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Chazal suggest a different motivation. The Chumash tells us that Yitzchak lives in Be er Lechai Roi - so named earlier by
Hagar. In fact, after the Akeida Yitzchak did not live with Avraham (he does not come back with him after the Akeida!)
Apparently, he chose instead to live with Hagar."’
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Yitzchak brought Hagar/Ketura back into the fold"” after her rejection and subsequent teshuva.
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How keen was Avraham to remarry Hagar'*? Chazal suggest that he married her under Divine instruction.”

E] SOD - THE SECRET OF THE 4 WIVES
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According to Kabbalistic thought, each of the Avot married 4 wives™!

the mefarshim.

16. We do not know how close Yitzchak was to his step-mother Hagar or how her expulsion affected him. That he chose to live with her after the trauma of the Akeida is fascinating.

17. Rav Hirsch focuses on the incredible kibud av to look for a partner for his father so soon after his mother’s death. To what extent was the return of Hagar also a consolation for the
loss of his mother? Or an attempt to reverse or atone for the actions of his mother against Hagar?

18. Another pshat problem with identifying Ketura with Hagar is her age. Yishmael was 13 when Yitzchak was born and Yitzchak is now at least 40. So Yishmael is 53 and Hagar would
presumably be nearly 70 before she proceeds to have 6 more children! A solution is suggested by the Seforno, as explained by R. Yehuda Cooperman, that the sons of
Ketura/Hagar may have been from a different father before her marriage to Avraham. They were then adopted by Avraham as his new family. Metzudat David (Tehillim 83:7)
suggests a similaridea when identifying the ‘Hagarim’ in that verse.

19. This is also apparent in two different versions of the Midrash Tanchuma. In the Buber edition it seems that God causes Avraham to start a new family - n"apn > ponwd. However,
in the Warsaw version Avraham appears much more proactive - 90N 735,002 N T9I NNY TNIIND ¥ NN N - YT 72 X2 ZN¥°2 5259 NN T2 NN T2 WITPN 19D N
7UN N 0773X 9. This in turn raises the question of whether Avraham is portrayed as more responsive to God or independently proactive.

20. Rivka was one woman with 4 spiritual dimensions.
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F] SOD - THE CLEANSING OF ‘PESOLET’ FROM THE LINE OF AVRAHAM
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The birth of Yishmael and the Bnei Ketura gradually removes the negativity which is inherent in Avraham’s spiritual
heritage (from Terach?)
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The ‘pesolet’ is itself relative. Before Yishmael was ‘removed’, the negativity of the Bnei Ketura was not apparent. As
such they could only be ‘separated’ after Avraham himself had grown in stature.
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This may connect with the idea that Avraham gave the Bnei Ketura ‘shem tuma’ - alternative spiritual pathways to God
which were unsuitable for Yitzchak and his line.”'

G] A HALACHIC SPIN - MILAH AND MIDIANITES
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Rambam rules that the Bnei Ketura were obligated in milah but NOT the Bnei Yishmael. Now that they have mixed, all
are obligated by Torah law to carry out milah on the 8th day.
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The Rambam may indeed rule that Bnei Ketura are permit to carry our milah on Jews!
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The Tzitz Eliezer reads the story of Tzippora in this light.

21. RavYaakov Weinberg makes the suggestion that these spiritual forces which Avraham sent to the East were in fact the foundations of Far East Asian mysticism. Although this is not
rooted in historical fact, it is a fascinating theory. People point to the connections between the Brahmins and Abraham. In Hindu mythology Brahma’s consort is Sarasvati. The
Zohar 1:100b records an account of R’ Aba who visited a city in the East and studied their religion, which he compared to Torah and linked to Abraham’s gifts to the pilagshim. For
an audio shiur on this, see https://www.dropbox.com/s/nbwrlgytina7692/Buddhism%20and%20Religions%200f%20the%20East.mp3?dI=0 . The Rabbis frequently refer to the
Chachmei Kedem - see Melachim 1:5:10. See also https://www.academia.edu/4540206/Brahma_and_Abraham_Divine_Covenants_of_Common_Origin
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