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Some minhagim appear to be without basis, yet there is nevertheless a benefit to observing them, simply because they are
part of ‘Minhag Klal Yisrael .
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Nevertheless the Rema tried to remove minhagim that were mistaken!

A] WET MATZA - THE HALACHIC POSITION
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The Gemara states that one can fulfil the mitzvah of matza on seder night with matza soaked in cold water, as long as it is
not boiled.
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The reason for R. Yosi invalidating boiled matza is that it no longer has the taste of matza, which is required.
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The Rosh (13C, Germany) writes that it was customary to soak matza for elderly and sick people who were not able to
eat it when it was too hard to chew.
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One of the first mentions of the minhag of gebrochts is in the commentary of the Ravan'. He writes that some people have
a family minhag not to put matza into their soup on seder night. They erroneously think that it could become chametz. In
fact, the minhag is simply to preserve the taste of the matza.

1. R’ Eliezer ben Nathan of Mainz - 1090-1170, a contemporary of Rabbeinu Tam and one of the earliest of the Ba’alei HaTosafot.
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B] MA’ARIT HA'AYIN
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The Ravyah (12C, Germany) records a custom that some people would not eat matza meal products in case others
became confused.
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There was a custom in some places to avoid foods baked from matza meal due to Ma’arit Ayin. We see this recorded in
the sefer Knesset HaGedola (R’ Chaim Benveniste - 17C, Turkey). Some people had confused it with regular flour!
Nevertheless, most communities did not adopt this extra stringency. The Pri Chadash (R’ Hezekiah da Silva - 17C Italy)
is unhappy at people inventing new gezeirot from their own opinions! Even if this was a concern, it would not extend to
wetting regular matza, which could never be confused with chametz.
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The Gemara discusses whether one can thicken a cooked dish on Pesach with ‘chasisi’ (according to Tosafot this is lentil
flour). The first understanding of Rava’s opinion is that he does NOT allow this in a place where people are not careful
with halacha. The second seems to be that Rava is lenient and is not concerned for confusion. However some mefarshim
(Tur 463) understand that, even according to the second understanding of Rava, he is only lenient for himself but still
strict where there is a concern that people could be confused. The Chochmat Shlomo (463) understands that this one of
the origins of the minhag of gebrochts.

C] THE MINHAG OF THE CHASSIDIM
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2. R’ Shimon Ashkenazi - 18C, Germany.
3. R’Shmuel ben Moshe - 16C, Greece.
To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com




5777 - )0 ONIAN  rabbi@rabbimanning.com 3 “'oa

The origin of the modern minhag not to eat gebrochts can be found in the teshuvot of the Alter Rebbe of Lubavitch’ at the
end of the 18C. He has two concerns: (i) unbaked flour which may remain in the middle of the matza. Although there a
dispute whether this is a halachic concern, he recommends being strict. He writes that this became more problematic as
people began to bake matzot more quickly; (ii) a second and more serious concern is flour dust which may coat the
matzot in the factory. He invokes the injunction of the Arizal to be machmir where possible in issues concerning Pesach.
However he is lenient with ‘mei peirot’ ie non-water contact eg butter, cheese, wine etc’. Many people are strict today,
even with mei peirot. He is also lenient on the 8th day of Pesach.
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The Ari z’l wrote that one who is machmir with even a tiny amount of chametz on Pesach can be guaranteed not to sin
during the year.’

D] THE MITNAGDIM FIGHT BACK
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Matza may, even lechatchila, be baked to a thickness of a tefach (just over 3 inches). Bedieved, even thicker than a tefach
is still kosher!
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The Sha’arei Teshuva’ - a contemporary of the Alter Rebbe - rejects the minhag of gebrochts. He writes that the custom
really only made sense when soft matza was made up to a thickness of a tefach (3 inches)! Already by his time, the
practice was to create much thinner matza in which there was no real possibility of unbaked flour.
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Rav Yaakov Emden’ rejects the minhag of gebrochts as an excessive chumra, as did his father.
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The practice of the Vilna Gaon was to eat gebrochts.”

4. Reb Mendel of Vitebsk is cited by some early Chassidim as attributing the minhag not to eat gebrochts to the Magid of Mezerich. The Besh't himself may have eaten gebrochts!

Although soda, tea etc will be considered to be water.

6. Itshould be noted that this concept will NOT include any and every stringent practice on Pesach which is not based on real halachic concern of chametz. Forinstance, as we saw in
the last shiur, Rav Kook is inclined to be lenient with some issues of kitniyot. Also, it is clearly deeply delusional to think that stringency on Pesach alone will lead to a sin-free life!
The directive of the Arizal has broader context of character development and Yirat Shamayim and cannot be used a quick-fix segula.

7. R’ Chaim Mordechai Margulies - Russia (1780-1820)

Germany (1697-1776)

9. Rav Chaim Volozhiner travelled on Chol HaMoed Pesach to visit to the Vilna Gaon specifically to see if he ate kneidlach. He did! (See Teshuvot Vehanhagot 3:144)
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Rav Ovadia Yosef records the various opponents to the minhag of gebrochts, including the Chatam Sofer." He also rules
that a person who adopted the minhag, thinking it was halacha, does not need hatarat nedarim to drop it.
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R. Chaim Brisker did not eat gebrochts on Seder night. This was NOT due to a concern chametz, but to ensure that any
matza they ate on that night was ‘lechem oni’ and not matza ashira.

Current practices regarding those who do not eat gebrochts vary:

* Some will eat gebrochts with non-water eg butter but others will not.

* Some will give gebrochts to children.

* Some eat gebrochts on 8th day and some not.

* Some have separate kelim for ‘8th day gebrochts’ but other do not on the basis that by next year any taste will be over 12 months old
and thus irrelevant.’2 Yet others only rely on this after a leap year since there will more than 12 months. In a regular year there are 12
months less 8 days.
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R. Moshe Sternbuch presents a fascinating halachic history of the eating of kneidlach!
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The Mishna Berura rules that it is clearly halachically permitted to wet and boil matza on Pesach and there is no
concern of chametz. He records the minhag of gebrochts and instructs people NOT to make fun of those who keep it!

10. Kneidelach
11. Who lived in an area where many kept that custom. However, the personal practice of the Chatam Sofer is not clear. In one place (Shu’'t Chatam Sofer YD 222 s.v. ela) he writes that
it is an appropriate chumrah not to soak matza. Yet in Minhagei Chatam Sofer (10:25) we find that he personally ate kneidelach. He may therefore have supported the minhag of
gebrochts in principle but retained his personal minhag to eat them. See Sh’ut Teshuvot VeHanhagot (3:145).
12. Based on Chacham Tzvi (75). We do not rely on this for actual chametz.
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E] WHEN IS A MINHAG NOT A MINHAG?
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For Minhag to be valid it must have some Torah basis and be a ‘minhag kasher’ - ie not go against other halachic
principles.
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A appropriate minhag may even override some aspects of halacha. An inappropriate minhag is simply an error.
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Minhag inverted is Gehinom!

F] THE DANGERS OF MINHAG - LO TITGODEDU
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The Torah prohibits cutting in grief over the dead.
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Chazal saw in this a prohibition on internal factionalism.
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The Meiri explains that minhag is a delicate balance. On the one hand, people need their own individuality. On the
other, the Jewish people must always remember that it is ‘guf echad’ and may never do something which damages that

unity.
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