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DA'AT TORAH AND
RABBINIC AUTHORITY

SHIUR 3 - RABBIS, PROPHETS AND RUACH HAKODESH
NV N0 M2

A] THE ROLE OF PROPHECY IN HALACHA
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The Rambam’s position is that Prophecy NEVER played a role in halachic ruling.
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The Kuzari’s position is the Prophecy DID play a role in halachic ruling.
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Rav Kook also understood the Kuzari in this way.
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Rav Kook brings proof for this position from the opening words of Pirkei Avot.
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B] RUACH HAKODESH AND RABBIS
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Prophecy1 ceased with the death of Chagai, Zecharia and Melacha. Nevertheless, God continued to communicated with
the Jewish people through the means of ‘Bat Kol'.
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Chazal expressed the idea that a Chacham not only has a type of nevuah, but is superior to the Navi.
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The Ramban explains that there are two types of Nevuah - (a) classic prophecy of the Nevi’im which is seen through

visions, and (b) Nevuah of the Chachamim, which is ‘through wisdom’ whereby the truth speaks to them through an inner
‘ruach hakodesh’.
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Even Rabbis living centuries after Chazal testify to the existence of Ruach Hakodesh amongst them.
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The Ra’avad rejects a psak of the Rambam on the grounds that it lacks a proper source. His own psak is however backed
up by a statement that God revealed it to him through Y72 'N T0!

11.

[4] There is another level, however, that is much higher than such

It is also possible, however, that such influence be extended to a Diviise:Inspiration, Thit s the:leval of tius prophecys

person’s mind so that he can clearly perceive a given concept without This is a degree of inspiration where an individual reaches a

his being awarc of this influence. In such a case, it is experienced like level where he literally binds himself to God in such a way that he
can actually feel this attachment. He then clearly realizes that the

One to whom he is bound is God, in a manner that will be discussed
shortly. This is sensed with complete clarity, with an awareness that
leaves no room for any doubt whatsoever. The individual is as sure
of it as he would be if it were a physical object observed with his
physical senses.??

any other idea that arises spontancously in one’s mind. In a broader
sense, this is also called Divine Inspiration or “hidden influence” in
the words of our sages [even though it is actually a much lower
level]. True Divine Inspiration, however, is a clear and vivid expe-
rience to the one worthy of it, and he is highly aware of its influence.
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1. Here 'Prophecy’ is called Ruach Hakodesh. See below in the Ramchal for a clarification of why this expression has multiple levels and meanings.
2. Translation by R’ Aryeh Kaplan.
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B1] RABBINIC RUACH HAKODESH IS ENHANCED INTELLECTUAL ABILITY
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The Ritva explains this gemara to mean that the Rabbis are able to grasp through their analysis and wisdom matters that

others cannot grasp. Is he saying the same thing as the Ramban?
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The Maharal explains that the Chacham can therefore see things that regular people cannot, including potentially the
ability to see into the future.

14.

My dear friend .... ‘remember the days of old, understand the years of every generation’ - has there ever been anything like this
since the beginning of time?! Where, in all the books of the scholars of Israel, whether the earlier or the later ones, have you
ever seen such a custom instituted, to ask about a secular question, such as what to do in some mundane matter, even from
the greatest of the wise men of Israel, such as the tannaim and amoraim? ... but rather [people would turn to] actual prophets
such as there used to be, such as Shmuel the Seer, to whom Saul went to ask about the donkeys which his father had lost.
But, in truth, all matters relating to a person, other than something having to do with Torah or fear of heaven, are not
apprehended other than through prophecy, and not by a wise man .... And when our rabbis said that people ‘derive benefit
from him [from a talmid chacham] by advice and sound wisdom,’ this refers to words of Torah, which is called ‘sound wisdom’.

Iggeret HaKodesh of the Baa’l Hatanya, chap 22

15.

Other than followers of certain Chassidic Rebbes, | have never heard of anyone who understands Da’as Torah to refer to
metaphysical inspiration. On a personal level, | have had the privilege to be present when Gedolim of our times - whose
opinions are considered Da’as Torah by a large portion of Jewry - have dealt with major decisions. Never did one of them imply
that their decisions were taken with anything but their human decision-making faculties. On the contrary, they were
unanimously repelled by anyone who claimed to have arrived at a conclusion through supernatural inspiration.

As for R. Dessler’s reference to the ‘shechina resting on their activities and the Divine spirit standing amidst their company’,
like a later reference ... to their sjyata deshamaya, this does not imply ... that some sort of prophetic inspiration was behind
their decision-making. Surely, the context of the entire citation indicates otherwise. These references are not different from
that of the Mishna which states ‘When two sit and occupy themselves with Torah the shechinah dwells between them.3
Similarly, the Talmud says that ‘success in business depends upon siyata deshamaya .

Rav Aharon Feldman - The Eye of the Storm, p185

16.

.... only the halachic authority of the Sanhedrin and the Talmudic Sages is absolutely binding. Halachic opinions by, say, the
Rambam, Vilna Gaon or Chazon Ish gain their authority simply from a universal recognition that their greatness and vast
command of every aspect of Torah law, compared to our own, outweighs our opinion. This does not derive from any special
mitzvah, still less from any belief that they enjoyed metaphysical inspiration. We are not sinners if we dispute their views -
merely arrogant fools.

3. Rabbi Aaron Rakeffet-Rothkoff (“The Rav” vol. 2 p 189 re: "The Divine Presence") quotes the Rav speaking of how he felt the shechina standing behind him at times when he was

engaged in learning at night!
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To use an analogy, when faced with a medical decision we are not obligated to obey a specialist’s instructions if we feel that
another procedure would be better. But if we decide to follow our flimsy medical knowledge against his, we are certainly
fools. ... the distinction ... between halacha and non-halachic matters is irrelevant to post-talmudic opinions. We may decide
to agree or disagree with them in either case. However, if we do decide to accept the halachic decisions of the poskim in each
generation ... then, by the same token, we should grant the poskim the same authority in every area, since their greatness in
Torah enables them to make better decisions than we can make. We should consult them in any case where Da’as Torah is
generally consulted. So we may agree or disagree with the non-halachic decisions of the Chafetz Chaim, R. Chaim Brisker, or
R. Chaim Ozer just as we may agree or disagree with their halachic decisions. There is no difference between one and the
other. However, by the same token, there is no difference in the degree of one’s folly in either instance.

Rav Aharon Feldman - The Eye of the Storm, p186

B2] RABBINIC RUACH HAKODESH GOES BEYOND THE INTELLECTUAL
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The Ran explains that this added element is a ‘prophetic power’ which is absent from regular people.
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Rav Kook explains that Chachamim have a heavenly inspiration which allows them to perceive higher levels of reality.
While this is not employed directly in the halachic process - ‘Lo Bashamayim Hi’ - it can impact on the Rabbinic
analysis.

* To what extend must this ‘ruach hakodesh’ be expressed through logical reasoning or even through intuition or some other
non-logical means. How does that impact on ‘Lo Bashamayim Hi'? Note Shu’t Min Hashamayim - a 12th century compilation of
halachic discussions between Rabbi Ya'akov of Marvege (France) and a malach!*

* Does the application of this prophetic power extend beyond the purely halachic? It must be said that Nevuah proper certainly
extended to (and (according to the Rambam) was specifically restricted to) non-halachic issues. Would the scope of this concept
extend beyond the limits of Lo Tasur - see shiur 2?

19. ... even if we accept the interpretation of the Ramban and accept the notion of our Sages as in possession of some degree of
prophetic power, it cannot serve as separate grounds on which to justify the acceptance of the views of any particular sage. If
his reasoning is faulty ... then no appeal to ruach hakodesh can save his view .... if the scholarship of the Sage is correct, talk
of ruach hakodesh is superfluous. If the ruach hakodesh of the Sages functions only derech ha-chochma, then the notion of
Da’as Torah built upon it is an empty concept .... When reasons fail, Da’as Torah is rushed in. Itis by its very nature thought to
be irrefutable and infallible.

Rabbi Shubert Spero, Daas Torah, Divrei HaRav (Cleveland 1976) pp 18-19
It should be noted that the claim to infallibility is often made by critics of Da’at Torah. In fact, the proponents of the
concept do NOT normally claim infallibility for the gedolim (see previous shiur on Lo Tasur). Logically, just because the
Rabbis could have access to deeper insight, it does not mean that they can guarantee this insight, any more than a Navi
can guarantee access to prophecy.

4. For an extensive analysis of the relationship between ruach hakodesh and halachic psak, see the introduction of Rav Reuven Margaliot to the Mosad HaRav edition of this sefer.
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C] RABBINIC ADVICE - A DEEPER GRASP OF ALL WISDOMS?
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Through learning Torah Lishma, a person comes to many things, including the ability to give advice and wisdom.
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The Meiri explains that this means that people can benefit greatly from advice from Talmidei Chachamim, even in
mundane areas of life.
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The Abarbanel explains that a Chacham can glean from his pure knowledge of Torah insights into all other aspects of
wisdom - finance, warfare and more! (Of all people, the Abarbanel should know!)
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One of the sources for the Abarbanel is the Mishna that ‘everything’ is in Torah. But what does ‘everything’ mean?
Science? Medical advice? Financial advice?

24. There are people who maintain that Talmidei Chachomim are not qualified to decide political matters; that gedolei Yisroel
should limit themselves to Torah and Halacha. Such people cannot be considered within the Torah camp. One might well say
disregarding the advice of a talmid chachom is far worse than violating a commandment. One who violates a commandment
because he is too weak to resist temptation at least knows that his action is wrong. By contrast, one who ignores the advice of
a talmid chachom denies that a Torah scholar’'s wisdom is superior. This is a far more serious breach.

Reb Moshe - Artscroll Biography 2nd edition 2011 (p224)
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This is based on a Ran. Again, the question is which Rabbis are being referred to?

D] THE MALCHUT OF THE RABBIS
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The Rabbis are called ‘kings’.
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In his 12th Drasha, the Ran sets out the Torah system of division of leadership between the Melech and the
Shofet/Chacham. Critically, once Malchut was removed from the Jewish people, the Ran understands that BOTH roles -
of melech and of chacham vest in the Rabbis.
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Of'the 3 crowns of Torah, Kehunah and Malchut, Torah is the most significant.

30. [tihe Rabbinate as we know it [today] combines Torah authority with king authority.

Rav Dovid Cohen - Maaseh Avos, Siman Labanim Chelek Aleph p33°

E] FOLLOW THE MAJORITY
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The Ran learns that the obligation to follow today’s Rabbis is not derived from ‘Lo Tasur’ but from TMHVONY D7 3NN,
Again, we will need to ask the same question as we did previously - which areas of life fall within the purview of the
Rabbis for this mitzvah - halacha, hashkafa, mundane matters?

5. English translation published by Artscroll in 7emplates for Ages - The Crown of Torah and the Crown of Kingship, the Hasmoneans and the Concept of Daas Torah.




