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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

45 - MINHAG: PART 3 - SHEHECHIYANU ISSUES
OU ISRAEL CENTER - WINTER 2016/17

The beracha ‘Shehechiyanu’ was created by Chazal for 2 specific circumstances:-

* As an obligation (n12n) on certain holidays and seasonal performance of mitzvot.
* As an opportunity (;mw) to thank God for reaching certain seasons, milestones or special occasions in life.

A] THE OBLIGATION OF SHEHECHIYANU ON HOLIDAYS/SPECIAL MITZVOT
A1] THE SOURCES IN CHAZAL
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Chazal instituted the beracha Shehechiyanu to be recited on each of the Regalim (Pesach, Shavuot, Succot and Shemini
Atzeret). Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur are a question and the Gemara eventually concludes that we should say the
beracha on these holidays, even though they are not Regalim. However, Purim and Chanukah appear not to even be a
question and it would seem that no beracha is recited for these holidays.
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Chazal also ruled that the beracha Shehechiyanu must be said on mitzvot which come around from time fto time.
Interestingly, the beracha was instituted upon making the Lulav and making the Succah. On performing the mitzvah on
Chag a different bircat hamitzvot is made.

A2] WHEN TO MAKE THE BERACHA
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The Rambam rules like the Gemara that the beracha Shehechiyanu should be made on MAKING the Succah/Lulav. If
that was not done at the correct time, Shehechiyanu should be made when first performing the mitzvah.
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Ashkenazi Rishonim' record that the custom in Ashkenaz was NOT to make a separate Shehechiyanu on making the
Succah/Lulav but to delay it to performance of the mitzvah. For Succah and for Bedikat Chametz, we combine it with the
beracha on the Chag.

A3] PURIM
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The Rambam rules that Shehechiyanu is recited on reading the Megilla only at night. It is not repeated for the daytime
reading. It is appears the the Shehechiyanu is on the mitzvah of Megilla and NOT on the day of Purim.
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In Ashkenazi communities, there appear to have been two different minhagim. Some (like the Rashbam and the Yeraim)
did NOT say Shehechiyanu in the morning. Others (like Rabbeinu Tam - the Rashbam’s brother) did.

YN N2) DY NIYZN 772N (x5 o5nn) PINIY 0PI NINWYN N2Y52 NDMNN DX MIPY DTR 2N NI 12 Y¥Hi> 117 IIN) 7.
2 TN 722

A0
The Gemara rules that the Megilla must be read at night and repeated by day.
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Tosafot rule that the main Megilla reading is by day.” Three proofs are brought: (i) there is a greater publicity to the
miracle (pirsumei nissa) by day, (ii) from the quoted verse, which cites day first;, and (iii) from the fact that all the other
mitzvot of Purim - mishloach manot, matanot le’evyonim, seuda - are by day, and the reading of the Megilla is
halachically linked to the performance of the other mitzvot.
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The Nodeh BeYehuda understood that the original mitzvah of reading the Megillah which is mentioned in the Tanach is a
Mitzvah Midivrei Kabbalah, which has a status higher than a rabbinic law. However, the night-time reading is a later
addition introduced by the Rabbis (perhaps R. Yehoshua ben Levi’) and thus has a lower halachic status.”

Here the Hagaot Maimoniot - R. Meir ha-Kohen of Rothenburg (late 13C Germany).
The Aruch HaShulchan (687:3) states that the Rambam agrees that the daytime reading is more important.
Suggested by the Binyan Shlomo (58) but rejected by R. Tzvi Pesach Frank (Har Tzvi 2:120).
Pnei Yehoshua (Megilla 4b s.v. chayav) describes the night-time Megilla reading as a ‘mitzvah be’alma’. The Ran (Rif page 1 Megilla) explains that for this reason the special
dispensation for the villages to read Megilla earlier on market day (on the 11th, 12th or 13th Adar) included a heter not to hear the night-time reading at all!
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The Meiri also rules that the Shehechiyanu is repeated in the morning. He gives another suggested reason, which is that
the morning Shehechiyanu could be on the holiday of Purim and not on the mitzvah of Megilla. This would indicate that
the day of Purim is the actual holiday but not the night. He ultimately rejects this reason and brings a parallel from
Chanukah, where the Shehechiyanu is clearly on the mitzvah of lighting candles and not on the day.
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Yet elsewhere the Meiri rules that one who has no ability to light on Chanukah should still say Shehechiyanu on the first

night, indicating that the beracha is on the holiday.
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R. Yosef Karo rules in the Shulchan Aruch that we do not say Shehechiyanu on Purim morning. The Rema rules that the
custom in Ashkenaz is to say it.

13.

Reciting She-hecheyanu on Purim Moming

The custom in Frankfurt am Main and South Germ ”
followed the view of the Beit Yosef, based on the Rambam,gl Eotct(:)n:emc?::m{
berakf:a of she-hecheyanu before the reading of the Megila on Pu:ihe
moming. This is in contrast to the view of the Rema, based on the Ty anrﬂ
t}}e Rgsh, to include this berakha in the blessings recited before both the
nighttime and morning Megila readings.

From the testimony of several early Rishonim — the Manhig, Abudarham
Maggid Mishneh and T:eda La-derekh — it clearly emerges that the
Sephardic custom did not originally follow the Rambam's view. The
Sephardic Rishonim were certainly aware of the Rambam's ruling, but the
accepted practice was to recite the she-hecheyanu on Purim morning as
well. This began to change during the time of the Beir Yosef, after the
expulsml"n from Spain in 1492. From that point on, most Sephardic
cgmmunm'es gradually embraced the Rambam's position, which was
sxmilar]y. followed in Yemen. Nevertheless, a small minority of Sephardic
communities, particularly in Algeria, continued the original practice of

Reciting She-hecheyanu on Purim Moming
125

dream was th;t the communities in his area should continue their practice
of reciting the She-hecheyanu even in the momning. This response
however, had little impact upon the rulings of other Aalakhic decisors.

reciting the she-hecheyanu in the morning as well,

Italian Jews had, since time immemorial, followed the position not to recite
the she-hecheyanu on Purim morning. The vibrant communities in the
Provence adopted the custom of nearby Spain to recite she-hecheyanu also
in the moming, whereas in Northern France different customs existed.
Many communities followed the Spanish practice, which had the support
of Rashi, Rabbeinu Tam, and Rabbi Yitzchak of Dampierre (the Ri
Hazaken). Other French authorities, however, including the Rashbam,
Rabbi Simcha of Vitri and Rabbi Eli’ezer of Metz, ruled in accordance
with the Ashkenazic tradition not to recite the She-hecheyanu in the
morning. This led Rabbi Ya'akov of Marvege to conduct a she'eilar chalom
(a request for a halakhic response in a dream), and the response from a

With the Jews' expulsion from France, the custom to recite the she-
hecheyanu on Pz_trim morning spread to Austria, Poland, and most Eastern
European countries which until that time did not have strong Torah centers
or established customs. Nevertheless, a number of significant Eastern
European communities, such as Posen, and halakhic authorities, such as
the Vilna Ga'on, followed the German tradition not to recite the she-
hecheyanu on Purim morning.

Characteristically, Germany — that is, Southern and Western Germany,
where the ancient Ashkenazic traditions prevailed — was the only country in
which a consistent practice was maintained throughout the generations.

Shorshei Minhag Ashkenaz, Machon Moreshes Ashkenaz, 2010
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* Rav Soloveitchik suggested that the Shehechiyanu in the morning may also be connected with the hidden Hallel aspect of Megilla,
again emphasizing that the main holiday of Purim is by day.5

B] THE OPPORTUNITY OF SHEHECHIYANU ON REACHING NEW SEASONS
B1] NEW FRUITS
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The halacha of Shehechiyanu on new fruit is actually when one sees the ripe fruit on the trees. It is thanks to God that we
lived to see the new season. However, the Shulchan Aruch records that the minhag is now to make the Shehechiyanu
when we eat the fruit.
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The Mishna Berura explains that beracha should be a the time of most simcha, and since people feel different levels of
simcha when they see the fruit, the beracha has been delayed to the time that most people feel the simcha - eating.’
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As to the order of the berachot when eating, the MB gives two optimal suggestions. Either make the Shehechiyanu, then
the HaEtz and then eat. Or make the Shehechiyanu after taking a bite. The prevalent minhag, to make the Shehechiyanu
BETWEEN the HaEtz and the first bite is acceptable, but bedieved.
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The Aruch Hashulchan justifies the common minhag but write that he personally always makes the Shehechiyanu first!

5. For this and other issues surrounding this question see the following article: What's The Truth About ..... Reading the Megillah on Purim Moming, Axi Z. Zivotosfsky, Jewish Action,
availableathttps://www.ou.org/jewish_action/03/2014/whats-the-truth-about-reading-the-megillah-on-purim-morning/
6. One can speculate on what this says about changing attitudes towards nature and the countryside in the Jewish psyche.
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Even though special seasonal vegetables should also receive a Shehechiyanu, the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch writes that the
minhag is not to make one since (i) many vegetables are available throughout the year and (ii) people just don’t feel such
simcha about vegetables!’

B2] NEW CLOTHES
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On new clothes which give simcha the Shulchan Aruch rules that one should say Shehechiyanu when one buys the
clothing and then ‘Malbish Avumim’ on first wearing it.
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When the clothing requires fixing the beracha is delayed until first wearing. Also, the beracha of Malbish Arumim can
be combined with the morning recitation. For many people now, the custom is to say the Shehechiyanu only on wearing
the clothing and not to make Malbish Arumim at all.
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Shehechiyanu is not made on a low-grade purchase which does not bring simcha, although this is subjective. The Rema
brings a minhag that people do not make Shehechiyanu on shoes, even if they bring simcha. He also records a minhag to
say to the person with the new items: ‘Tevaleh Vetitchadesh’ - that they should live to wear these out and buy new ones!
There was a custom not to say this beracha on items which required an animal to die in order to produce. The Rema
describes this minhag as based on very weak source, but widespread!

B3] OLD FRIENDS
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On seeing friends after 30 days one says Shehechiyanu. After 12 months one says ‘Baruch Mechayeh Metim.

Many people are reluctant to make these berachot today, mostly from a perspective of ‘safek berachot lehakel’. According to this
approach, where possible one tries to ‘engineer’ halachic scenarios whereby one can make the beracha ‘safely’.s

7. English people’s attitudes to strawberries would seem to contradict that claim!

8. Often by having a new fruit to justify a Shehechiyanu in an otherwise unclear situations. This is of course what we do on second night Rosh Hashana. One wonders however whether
'Brisker angst’ may have gone too far when some poskim recommend to have a new fruit present when making a beracha on a new baby girl! It must be noted that Rav Yoel Bin Nun
has a very different approach. He takes the view that there is a hashkafic imperative in the verse (Devarim 10:20) Y2¥1 %23 P2TN 123 TAYN NN KPR PN ‘N NN, This

focuses not only on the Ylrat Hashem but the Devekut to God by making berachot in his name where possible. This leads Rav Bin Nun to take a more expansive attitude towards
making berachot. It manifests in his halachic positions on Birkat Hamazon, making HaTov VeHametiv, making berachot on people he has not seen for 30 days, and on making other
berachot that are seldom heard, such as NYN 9123 23X O2WN To WNON NI on new yishuvim in Israel.
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