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R’ TZVI ASHKENAZI - THE CHACHAM TzVI (1656-1718)

NVID N0O M2

A] BIOGRAPHY

1656/(8)

1660s

1670s

1679
1686

1689

1690

1707

Born in Moravia and a grandson of R. Eliyahu Ba’al Shem of
Chelm, the first ‘Baal Shem’ and a student of the Maharshal.
Learned under his father and other grandfather (R. Ephraim b.
Ya'akov - the Sha’arei Ephraim - who had escaped from Vilna to
Moravia during the Cossack Rebellions)

Went to study in Salonika where he witnessed first hand the
aftermath of the Shabbtai Tzvi disaster.

He grew up to become a very passionate person, deeply learned
and fiercely intelligent. He was disinterested in money and
prepared to suffer deprivation to retain his independence. He
was prepared to act in the name of truth, which earned him
many enemies over his life.

He became immersed in the Sefardi methodology of learning
and at 18 earned the title ‘Chacham’, even though he was
Ashkenazi. This title stuck with him throughout his life. He spent
some years in Constantinople and Belgrade.

Returned to Alt-Ofen, Germany and married locally.

Alt-Ofen was invaded by Austria. His parents were taken captive
by the Prussians and his young wife and only daughter were
killed by cannon fire. He escaped and fled to

Sarajevo, where he was appointed as Rabbi.

Resigned from the community and fled from Sarajevo when it was besieged during the Austro-Turkish war.

Portrait of the Chacham Tavi

Returned to Germany, where he was married again, to Sarah, the daughter of R. Meshullam Zalman Mirels Neumark -

Rav of Altona/Hamburg/Wandsbek - YN~ nonp.

Went to Altona, then in Denmark, and founded a Yeshiva - the Klaus. He also undertook some of the rabbinic

responsibilities in the town and went into business selling jewelry.

His father-in-law died. Some of the community supported the appointment of the Chacham Tzvi. Others supported
R. Moshe Rothenburg. In the end, both were appointed - for 6 months a year each. This was not a successful

arrangement and the machloket continued.
In the end the matter was decided by a heartless chicken!
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The Chacham Tzvi was asked to rule in the case of a chicken which, when cut up after shechitah, apparently had no
heart! Although it seemed quite likely that the heart was accidently eaten by a cat, the original poskim approached on
the matter ruled that the chicken was treif. The Chacham Tzvi ridiculed this psak and ruled that the chicken was kosher!
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1710

1712

1713

1714

1715

1717

Descendants

R. Rothenburg ruled that the chicken was treif'. In the end, the matter blew into a scandal and the Chacham Tzvi was
forced to resign in 1709 and return to being the Rav of the Klaus.

Approached by the Sefardi community of Amsterdam to be their Rav, but he refused and insisted that he wished to
represent his own Ashkenazi community.

Appointed Chief Rabbi of the Ashkenazi community in Amsterdam, mostly refugees from the 30 years war and those
attracted to Dutch economic expansion in the New World. He refused the very high salary offered to him (2,500
Dutch Guilders p.a.) in order to remain independent.

After only two years, friction with the community led them to dismiss him. He did not accept the dismissal and
serious community strife ensued.

Nechemia Chayun, a Sefardi kabbalist, arrived in Amsterdam from Eretz Yisrael. The Chacham Tzvi initially thought
that Chayun was an old enemy from Salonica and requested the Sefardi community not to accept him. It seems
however that this was a case of mistaken identity and the Chacham Tzvi later retracted the objection.

It then emerged that Chayun’s writings had strong Sabbatean leanings and the Chacham Tzvi placed Chayun and his
book under a ban. He was joined in this ban by R. Moshe Hagiz, a Sefardi Rav from Israel who recognized Chayun as
a Sabbatean.2

However, the Sefardi Rabbi of the Portuguese community - R. Shlomo Ayllon3 - supported Chayun and a major
communal rift broke out, with the Sefardi Portuguese community pitted against the newer Ashkenazi kehilla. The
Sefardi opposition to the Chacham Tzvi found members of his own congregation who also bitterly opposed him.

The Sefardi kehilla summoned the Chacham Tzvi to appear before their tribunal but he refused. Eventually, the
Chacham Tzvi’s life was threatened and he (together with R. Moshe Hagiz) was put in cherem. He was also placed
under house arrest for his own safety. Local non-Jewish universities were consulted on how to resolve the dispute.

He voluntarily resigned and moved to England at the invitation of the Sefardi community and was well received in
London amongst Sefardim and Ashkenazim.

His son, Rav Ya’akov Emden describes their arrival in London as follows: “The true saint, my father and Rebbe, our
great master ... was greeted with great respect the like of which is unheard of. He was escorted into town in a royal
flotilla amidst great jubilation.” The kehilla, relying on the majority of poskim had commissioned an artist to draw his
portrait. The Chacham Tzvi due to his “great saintliness and holiness” refused to permit this. The hosts were unable
to restrain themselves and the artist managed with great speed and unusual talent to paint an extraordinary
painting. So true was his rendition that R. Ya’akov Emden declares, “All that is missing is the breath of life.”
Apparently, the Chacham Tzvi refused to have a bust of his head embossed on a celebratory coin.

Went to Lemburg and then to Poland, stopping on the way for some time in Emden, Hanover, Halberstadt, Berlin and
Breslau. He then went back to Hamburg.

Called to be Rav in Lemburg and died 4 months later.

* Son - R. Ya’akov Emden.
e Grandson - R. Hart Lyon - Chief Rabbi of the United Kingdom 1756-63.

¢ Grandson - R. |

srael Meshullam Solomon (Zalman Emden) - son of R. Ya’akov Emden and rival Chief Rabbi of the United Kingdom

1765-1780 in competition with R. Tevele Schiff. 4

* Great-grandson - R. Solomon Hirschell - Chief Rabbi of the British Empire, 1802-42.

* Great-grandson - R. Ya’akov MiLissa.

* One of his descendents was R. Chaim Halberstam, the Divrei Chaim and founder of Sanz Chasidut.

B] TORAH

* Best known for his teshuvot.
* Also wrote a supercommentary on the Taz, Choshen Mishpat.

Who was himself ac

HONE

Another young Rav who ruled then against the Chacham Tzvi was R. Yonatan Eybeschuetz, which will become relevant in his future relationships with R. Ya’akov Emden.
The episode has been dramatized in a recent Artscroll novel - Midnight Intruders by Avner Gold.

cused of Sabbatean sympathies.

Schiff was supported by the Great Synagogue in London but Emden was supported by the Hambro’ and New Synagogues.
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(a) Cardiac Death vs Brain Stem Death
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In a second’, much longer, teshuva® on the chicken heart issue, the Chacham Tzvi elaborates on his position on the
centrality of heartbeat to the halachic definition of life and death. He strongly supports cardiac activity, not breathing,
as the halachic determiner of life. This teshuva is one of the important sources on the modern question of organ donation
and is emphasized by opponents on Brain Stem Death as a halachic definition of death. The supporters of BSD argue
that the Chacham Tzvi is not dealing with a case in which breathing has ceased and would not therefore accept heartbeat
alone as a halachic definition of life in a modern case of BSD.

(b) The R. David Nieto Scandal

IR N'Y DY YW VYT SNP OPMIM DN ... NIV 9NV URITHY PP TWR DPMNM DDMIN 10 NONY 3.
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AP AV YMOPN TONN TITY INND NMIIN IDMPN NI PNIIN TOW MIN N TN D90, NHPYN ya0M yaom
IPOYN NINY 90 DITIND DIRN ION) YO TIN DAN D NN D277 MONDT 100 YINS P07 D22y DPY 0070
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The Chacham Tzvi was asked to rule on a controversial drasha given by R. David Nieto in 1703. R. Nieto was the British
Chief Rabbi and Rav of Sha arei Shamayim - Bevis Marks Synagogue. The sermon emphasized that God was Nature and
Nature was God. At the time Sir Isaac Newton'’s new theories of rationalist physics were engaging the imagination of the
people and Nieto wished to emphasize the link between God and the laws of nature.

Nieto was a keen anti-Sabbatean and there was at the time a group of Sabbatean supporters at Bevis Marks who were
still angry at the removal of the previous (Sabbatean leaning) Rabbi Shlomo Ayllon®. Nieto was accused by this group of
being a heretic Spinozist and pantheist, and he was suspended.

The anti-Nieto group insisted on the matter being referred to the Beit Din of the Amsterdam Sefardi Community (Which
was stacked with supporters of Ayllon!) The agitators were excommunicated by Bevis Marks (when one of them died he
was forced to be buried in the Ashkenazi cemetery in London!). The Amsterdam Beit Din dodged the issue, which was
referred to the Chacham Tzvi, who firmly backed Nieto.

Three teshuvot - 74,75 and 77 - deal with the cause célébre of the heartless chicken.
An English translation of the teshuva is available here - http://www.hods.org/pdf/Chacham_Tzvi%20-%20Revised.pdf
Known to most as Bevis Marks. This teshuva was written in 1705, just a few years after the new (and current) shul building was opened in 1701.
Later to be a staunch opponent of the Chacham Tzvi in Amsterdam.
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(c) Yom Tov Sheni in EretzYisrael

"M 125 N HNIY NIN 12D DX D)) WOV XN PR OVIN TITY'ND DN 9'N N2 NONY 4.
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The Chacham Tzvi rules that visitors to Eretz Yisrael only keep one day of Yom Tov, even if they plan to return to chu’l.
His argument is that a visitor may not keep a minhag which the local people would be prohibited to adopt. Here, the
locals would not be allowed to keep YT2 because of bal tosif.

PPN YN ORIW NIN 12D TAX D XN PYIY PN INND JNYTY 29 DY G INIY ¥IND INIY YIND ¥IN N2 5.

N> PYD I8N PO DN NN 290 PIY W
The Chacham Tzvi’s halachic position is ruled by some important poskim, here the Shulchan Aruch HaRav - the first
Lubavitcher Rebbi’.

(d) Kitniyot on Pesach

IUHNON TN OYIND 7PN MINHDN AN 9D NINT DY PITN IMN INVN) 10D (028 0INN) I8 PRI I AN DY NTYM 6.
NN NYNN DY N NN VNN NN NN 1D DY ... XKDIP O NONRY RIDIN NXINY ,1ON Y17) 3NN HPHVIN YN
N NIND 27D HAVI NPND AN RNON VNN NTNHODITI YTHY NI ONIDN DY SPON M NMVP

2 ‘D NYINPY I ‘D2 YTOY APY 9
Rav Ya’akov Emden records that his father, the Chacham Tzvi was in favour of abolishing the minhag of not eating
kitniyot on Pesach. He felt that the inability to eat kitniyot leads people to make and eat more matza, which is far more
likely to contain real chametz!

(e) Out of Jail for a Day

NN IN NYP MINAD PYYIN PR MY X'V NIRYD YT 1D NN PNOND TP ¥HaN 7MY M ) wN1a 27901 aNd 7.
DY OY MYPND U MIYY PNOND 122 NIYYY NN 1T XANY NNYNIN MNON MNHDN DY PV PR I"™PT 1199 NON
PRI NIPRNT PADINL NY SPIN DTIP 1N NOX PADYN PPHN ONY PRY NDY V' /97T/ NOONN '92 19 NoyInpT
NOTV'N MINDN DY PPAYN PNRT DYV TP PODIA GPTY PTNON QN D"T 2970 N0 N PTY WP N PTY DTN T

PTY PN TNTI XD AN INY JIPNIWA NONX D"NY PPIAYND PN PINN
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The Chacham Tzvi quotes a teshuva of the Radvaz who writes that if a person were given a chance to get out of jail for
one day they should do so immediately and perform the first mitzvah that comes to hand. The Chacham Tzvi disagrees
and rules that one should wait to do a more important mitzvah."

9. R’ShneurZalman of Liadi (1745-1812).

10. Aninteresting application of this is the case of a person who has an option to fast on Tzom Gedalia but knows that this will make them ill and unable to fast on Yom Kippur. Which
fast should they keep? See the following shiur by R. Baruch Simon:-
http://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/797524/Rabbi_Baruch_Simon/Fasting_on_Tzom_Gedaliah_when_it_will_lead_to_Pikuach_Nefesh_on_Yom_Kippurforashiur
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(f) Molid and Scented water
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The Chacham Tzvi deals here with a minhag mentioned in the Taz to put scented oil into the water used to wash the
hands of the Cohanim before Bircat Cohanim on Yom Tov. The Taz prohibits this but the Chacham Tzvi permits it on the
grounds that the issue of Molid (creating a new infusion of smell) does not apply to food and drink. Chazal applied it
specifically to clothing, coals and similar items and anyone who wishes to extend the boundaries of a rabbinic gezeira
has the onus of proof upon them to show that Chazal would have intended that too.  This could have important
implications for the late 19C psak of R. Yitzchak Shmelkes" that electricity” is prohibited on Shabbat due to Molid.

(g) The North-West Europe Eruv?
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Can all of England be considered a Reshut HaYachid on Shabbat since it has sea all around it and a raised coast-line.
The answer is a clear no!

(h) The Direction of the Bed
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In this she’elah to the Chacham Tzvi’s son, R. Ya’akov Emden, the questioner asks about the position of the Chacham
Tzvi’s bed. Chazal (Berachot 5b) state that the marital bed should be orientated North/South and this is the view of the
poskim. Kabbalistic sources rules that the bed should be East/West. The Chacham Tzvi rules that in a conflict between
the revealed (niglah) Torah of the regular poskim, and the mystical (nistar) Torah of the kabbala, the revealed Torah
takes priority. Yet the rumor was that the Chacham Tzvi himself had his bed East-West like the kabbalists! Surely R.
Ya’akov Emden had some ‘inside information’ on this ....

11. Spikenard oil - a class of aromatic amber-colored essential oil derived from Nardostachys jatamansi, a flowering plant of the Valerian family which grows in the Himalayas of Nepal,
China, and India (Wikipedia). Referred to in Tanach as 7T7) - see Shir Hashirim 4:13-14.

12. BeitYitzchak 2:31

13. See The Use Of Electricity On Shabbat And Yom Tov, Rabbi Michael Broyde & Rabbi Howard Jachter, Journal of Halacha & Contemporary Society, No. XXI - Spring 91 - Pesach 5751.

Available athttp://www.daat.ac.il/daat/english/journal/broyde_1.htm
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(i) Drinking on Purim

702

NN XM TN NXINY DT PNIN YNNI OAND SNYNY OITIN TINAD 1IN NN P YT XOT TY NN MNDIAD WHN 2PN
NOVIV YT KXY 72T PRY .NININNDD W MN8N OOPD

11.

1 DN NNYO T AN NPO
The Chacham Tzvi was very serious about his mitzvah to drink on Purim!

(i) The Golem Minyan Man
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The Chacham Tzvi was initially undecided on the question of whether a Golem may count towards a minyan but leaned
towards a ruling that it is prohibited.”

13.

Does the cloned product fall under the halachic category of a golem, which does not have the full status of a human being,
such that he cannot be counted for a minyan and may even be killed without the killer being guilty of murder? The answer is
definitely negative since the principal reason that a golem does not have the full status of a human and may be killed is
because the Torah says: He who spills a person's blood (lit., the blood of a person in a person) will in turn have his blood
spilled. From here we learn that the prohibition of murder applies specifically to a person who is created within another
person - i.e., someone who existed as an embryo within a mother's womb. This is not the case with a golem, who is brought to
life by mystical means - e.g., by means of Sefer ha-Yetzirah or by putting a paper with G-d's full name written on it into his
mouth. In the case of cloning we are dealing with the product of purely natural substances, and the child who is born is in fact
first a fetus in its mother's womb. Therefore the product of cloning clearly has the same status as any other flesh-and-blood
person, since anyone born of a woman is considered a person regardless of how he came into existence. Therefore such
issues as the prohibition against murder would apply to him as well.

Human Cloning: Scientific, Ethical And Jewish Perspectives, Prof. Avraham Steinberg & Dr. John. D. Loike'

14. Note that the Chacham Zvi does not mention the Golem of the Maharal but rather that of his grandfather, who was a contemporary of the Maharal.
15. The Chacham Tzvi’s son, R’ Meshulam Ashkenazi, writes that his father later clearly ruled that the Golem did not count towards the minyan. This is also the psak of R. Ya’akov Emden

and most later poskim. See Mishna Berura 55:4, who simply references the teshuva of the Chacham Tzvi.

16. Availableathttp://www.daat.ac.il/daat/kitveyet/assia_english/steinberg.htm
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