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O AV - PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
MOURNING IN A WORLD OF REBUILDING
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A] HISTORY, MEMORY AND IDENTITY
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The initial focus of Tisha B’Av is the link to history. We must understand our origins, context and development and
become wise from that knowledge. Tisha B’Av is a perfect day to read about Jewish history.

2. There is, though, one form of outsourcing that tends to be little noticed: the outsourcing of memory. Our computers and

smartphones have developed larger and larger memories, from kilobytes to megabytes to gigabytes, while our memories, and
those of our children have got smaller and smaller. In fact, why bother to remember anything these days if you can look it up in
a microsecond on Google or Wikipedia?
But here, | think, we made a mistake. We confused history and memory, which are not the same thing at all. History is an
answer to the question, “What happened?” Memotry is an answer to the question, “Who am I?” History is about facts, memory
is about identity. History is his-story. It happened to someone else, not me. Memory is my story, the past that made me who |
am, of whose legacy | am the guardian for the sake of generations yet to come. Without memory, there is no identity. And
without identity, we are mere dust on the surface of infinity.

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks - ‘Rediscovering our Moral Purpose’ '
1t is essential to transition from history - essentially factual, detached and morally neutral - to memory, which is deeply
personal and loaded with moral implications.
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The Rambam links the events of the past with real events in the present.
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The world is chaotic and tragedies strike. Mankind has classically dealt with this in two different ways. The pagan world
accepted the chaos and sought to appease the unstoppable and random raging forces in a bid to survive. Greek
philosophy rejected paganism and instead saw the world as a holistic and perfect natural system of cause and effect, with
no beginning, no end and no hope of change - fate. Our approach is a third one - which sees a relationship with God as
central, and seeks an understanding that the chaos around us is neither random, nor unchangeable °.

1. From R. Sacks’ acceptance speech on receiving the Templeton Prize, July 2016. Available in full at http://www.standpointmag.co.uk/node/6551/full
2. Thatdoes not necessarily mean that every moment in every person’s life is subject to a direct hashgacha pratit.
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The Rambam then goes on to connect the fasts with the vision of the future in Zecharia.
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Our focus on a fast day is always on how the present will give way to a positive future. Even in the depths of aveilut,
many of our kinnot end in that way.
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Thus on Tisha B’Av we simultaneously live in a world of past, present and future!

B] DEFINING PEACE AND WAR
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Even after the Temple was destroyed the Bet Din sent messengers to publicize Rosh Chodesh, including in Av so that the
people could fast on 9 Av.
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As for the other fasts, the Gemara presents two models. R’ Shimon Chasida sees a binary system - peace or war. Rav
Papa sees a third situation - neither peace nor war.
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Rashi gives a perplexing definition of the ‘binary’ formula. The fasts apply if 'OV YN, which Rashi defines as when
there is no Beit Mikdash. However, they do not apply if '©OW W' Rashi does NOT define this as ‘when there IS a Beit
Mikdash’ but rather when the non-Jews are no longer oppressing us.

Perhaps Rashi understood that once we have peace from the non-Jews, we would be able to build a Temple3. So even in the ‘binary’
vision, ‘Peace’ is not so easy to define. This is certainly true of the three-part definition of Rav Papa.

3. Although, how would this fit with the view generally associated with Rashi that the 3rd Temple will be Divinely constructed and not made by man?
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Difficult ‘intermediate’ phases need to be defined:-

* What if there is independence from the non-Jews but no Temple? How is independence to be measured?

* What if there IS a Temple but no independence from non-Jewish oppression (eg during the 2nd Temple Period)

¢ |n all of these, it does seem that Tisha B’Av has a special and stricter status. How much ‘peace’ does there have to be before we are
able to cancel Tisha B’Av too?

C] TISHA B’AV DURING SECOND TEMPLE TIMES

* There is a strong implication in the Mishna above that Tisha B’Av was kept even during the 2nd Temple period. When it adds that
during Temple times messengers were sent out ‘also’ in lyar, this clearly indicates that they were still sent out in Av, to mark 9 Av
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Rambam states that the people DID fast on 9 Av during the 2nd Temple period’. It seems that he read the distinction of
‘shalom’ and ‘no shalom’ as applying evening during that period. As such 9 Av was still a fast due to its special status as
a day of tragedy, even then’.
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The Sfat Emet explains the Rambam as follows. Even during the 2nd Temple period there were times of shalom and times
without. When things were going badly and the Jews were not in control they would fast on the minor fasts even though
there was a Temple, and 9 Av was always a fast during that period

* As such, it appears that the trigger for the fast/celebration on these days is NOT necessarily the existence of the Temple. After the
First Temple was destroyed, we learned that the REAL factor in galut and geulah is not the Land or the Temple but our own actions
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Yirmiyah drives home that the people CANNOT cling to the Temple as a sign that God will protect us. Our actions are
far more important. Indeed, if those actions are not fair and honest, the hypocrisy of clinging to the ritual actually acts
against us. We turn the Temple into a ‘den of robbers’
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The story of the Churban is introduced by the verse in Mishlei enjoining us to be ever fearful of stubborness in not seeing
the real causes of destruction

4. Many rejected this text in the Rambam as flawed and insisted that the 9 Av was NOT a fast-day during the 2nd Temple. Rav Ovadia Yosef (Yabiah Omer 0.C.1:34:3) takes this view,
quoting the Tashbatz (2:271), and brings other proofs that 9 Av was a day of joy during that time. However, manuscripts of the Rambam’s commentary confirm the above reading as
correct.

5. The phrase ™Y 12 12957 referring not to a double destruction of the Temple, but multiple tragedies
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D] NACHEM/RACHEM AND THE FOG OF MODERN TIMES
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The Rambam rules that we add a special tefilla in the Amida in Boneh Yerushalayim. He makes no distinction between
Ma’ariv, Shacharit and Mincha and, interestingly, refers to the addition as ‘Rachem’ and not ‘Nachem’
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The Shulchan Aruch appears to say that Nachem (not Rachem) is inserted in all tefillot on Tisha B’Av but the Rema
brings the minhag to say it only during Mincha since the Beit Hamikdash was set alight then
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The psak of the Rema reflects a shift in gear after chatzot. The Sefer Manhig (13C France) describes the morning of
Tisha B’Av as ‘the dead body still lying before us’, and therefore inappropriate for nechama. However, after chatzot, the
intensity of this pain diminishes and allows for consolation
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The Mishna Berura records that the minhag in Yerushalayim was to say it in all tefillot but in chu’l only at Mincha

DW2 TN PO YNIM 9590 205 191) MIDVIPN I DY 71D 1IN YNIRNDD DIWNT IIT 3" MNYT ;AN NYWNIT ONI PIYD 19.
PYN 935 NN DIIY 17 AN 1IY (K790 2N, DNYN 02 MY ' AN 1) NN TPINY TPATY PN 952 YN (ndwrvn
™), DN MINX NINIADY, DN DN 1N PN PIAY SV INNY M XINY THINY) MYV XON ,DIPN DY Y INDD
19Y NNIAA XION YIMX DX NN MOY 1D NN 1IPIY M0 "MYTY (RSN XY T 9N 12" NPON 0" DNWNIN DA 12990 and
NIV MO, Y D) XD OWA NI ANd

1D YO N'21070 N
The Ritva brings the origins of this issue as a debate between the Geonim. Rav Amram Gaon, following the nusach found
in the Yerushalmi, said ‘Rachem’ for Ma’ariv and Shacharit and changed it to ‘Nachem’ for Mincha. Rav Saadia Gaon
said it only at Mincha
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The standard text of Nachem in Nusach Ashkenaz
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Our current text is very similar to that in Machzor Vitri (11C France)
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R. Ya’acov Emden understood that this nusach had to be 91 words, being the gematria of Shem Adnut and Shem Havaya
together, representing a transition from Din to Rachamim
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By contrast the text of the Talmud Yerushalmi is different in a number of ways: (i) it begins with Rachem;, (ii) it does not
describe Yerushalayim as deserted and without its inhabitants’; (iii) it makes reference to the gift of Eretz Yisrael to the
Jewish people as a yerusha; (iv) it does not contain the lament - libi, libi...
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The Rambam'’s text is somewhat of a combination of the Yerushalmi and our nusach
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The Rif and the Rosh both adopt the version of the Yerushalmi although each of their girsaot begins with ‘Nachem’ (not
Rachem) and there are other slight differences. Rabbeinu Chananel has a similar version (Taanit 18b).

6. It is questionable whether Jerusalem was inhabited by Jews at the time this was written - R. Acha Bar Yitzchak is a 3rd generation Amora, living ¢ 320 CE, around the time of
Constantine’s conversion to Christianity and the total expulsion of the Jews from Yerushalayim. However, this statement is in the name of R. Chiya of Zippori. The version quoted in
the Ra’avia (Hil. Taanit 886) refers to Rebbi Chiya Raba, who was a Tanna and student of Rabbi Yehuda Hanasi in around 200CE. The Jews had been expelled from Yerushalayim in
around 135 CE after the Bar Kochba Revolt.
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Rav Baruch Halevi Epstein (the Torah Temima) asks in 1938 how we can still say Nachem with the original words when
Y-m is already so beuatifully built up? He answers that Nachem will still be applicable until Jerusalem is under Jewish
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Rav Shiomo Goren, following the recapture of Yerushalayim in the 6 day war, composed a new text of Nachem, largely
built on the text of the Yerushalmi, with additions from the versions of the Rambam and Rav Amram Gaon. He omits
reference to foreign legions in the city and to the city being empty of its inhabitants. He adds a tefilla for shalom.
Apparently, R. She'ar Yashuv Cohen, R. Goren's brother-in-law and the rabbi of Haifa, said that this text was never
approved by the Chief Rabbinate and therefore should not be used. (see HaTzofeh, 8 Av 5728, p. 2). In 1978 Rav Goren
withdrew® his new text due to the ‘ethical, moral and national decline’ in the wake of the Yom Kippur War and the
preparations to give away land in a treaty with the Arabs’.

7. This and many more sources, with detailed, referenced and footnotes can be found in an article by Rabbi Dr Jacob J. Schacter, available at
http://download.yutorah.org/2014/1053/Tisha_Bav_To-Go_-_5774_Rabbi_Schacter.pdf

8. Terumat HaGorenpp 327-29

9. Note that there is a significant debate about whether Rav Goren did indeed withdraw his suggested text. Although some insist that he did not, his own comments in writing appear to

contradict this
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R. Chaim David Halevi (Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv from 1973-1998) felt that it was too soon to change the prayer.
However, one cannot now honestly say that the Yerushalayim is in a state of destruction and denigration. Therefore, he
suggested adding the word “shehaita” (‘that was’) before words of destruction, indicating that the city had been

destroyed etc. (See Aseh Lecha Rav 1:14, 2:36-39, 7:35; HaTzofeh, 9 Av 5753, p. 4)
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Rav Yisrael Ariel, founder of the Machon Hamikdash and editor of the Siddur Hamikdash has composed another nusach

based on the Yerushalmi which he recommends as suitable for the current situation of Yerushalayim

31.

non AR AWy 1w YR TROOWT DU IR YU nwanws
3 *Han abaRA W PNAM A3 avaRt Y nR con nben
mwr XM 2wT PR DMUM ATEsm PNIm enmysn  aanm
1 PYIY DYUTY MWW WY 7 K7W AIpY TWRD ™A AWRM
JOUN AN MY ArR SRwe

noN DR PUWY MY PRY 700 WRT 92N 993 BTIT? TNt 1AM
R 27N WIPRAW Y Yow waR T b v by pmw avenn
saw aan yh oy ohevy nawm ava SR e rua ohwrw
~p3 DTIARNR IRENT LWIPH DOYIR R0 oYY nwtp DTanTaY
nawa neY Ynw e Yo BT (LD N A e Yy nmwni
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R. Yosef Ber Soloveitchik was opposed to any change in Nachem for a number of reasons: (i) we cannot change a text
which was composed by Chazal; (ii) According to the Rambam, Yerushalayim has a din of ‘Mikdash’, together with and
thus part of the Temple. As such, as long as the Temple is destroyed, the city is not considered to be rebuilt. (see also R.
Hershel Schachter, Nefesh Ha-Rav, p. 79)

R. Tzvi Yehuda Kook opposed any changes to public recitation of Nachem but is understood to have allowed for personal
deviations. However, he was also of the view that as long as the Temple has not been rebuilt, Jerusalem is still
considered destroyed and denigrated. This is even more so when there are churches and mosques throughout the city.
(Cf HaTzofeh, Shabbos supplement, 13 Tammuz 5727, p. 1; R. Shlomo Aviner, Shalheveskah -- Pirkei Kodesh
U-Mikdash, p. 5)

R. Isser Yehuda Unterman, at the time the Chief Rabbi of Israel, also opposed any changes to the text of Nachem because
the old city was still full of synagogues in various states of destruction and disrepair while churches and mosques were in
abundance. (Cf. Halzofeh, 8 Av 5729, p. 2)

DYDYV DY DIMINY NN THPNIY 22N NYYNI NIININ DNI NDONIY NOMN NN NNV NYWN NN KD ONN OORY - 32,
OO DOV DY MINIIN IPPY IPNNNYD 1 0PI TMINOXNN NN OXIN IPRY NNV NDARM MM NAIND PYN
Y19YNN DTN ORI NP 1D, ORI MDY DXADND 7N 1% DY NIAYHNI TPIAN NI, PN AXPI INNOND)

2NN PN DTN NI P2 MATN DAIN 52N NP 590 0NN
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R. Ovadiah Yosef opposed any change in the text, for various reasons.- (i) the text of the prayer was established by the
men of the Great Assembly and we lack the power to change it; (ii) Har Habayit is not in our hands and we are too tamei
to go onto it; (iii) The ‘main yishuv’ of Yerushalayim was in Ir David, which is now almost entirely non-Jewish; (iv) many
former Shuls in the Old City are still in churban; (v) not only is the physical state of the city on a low level, but the
religious level of the people of Israel in general is severely lacking.
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Kinah forYerushalayim HaBnuya

Sarah Manning-5775

The walls of Yerushalayim resonate with simcha, but we have forgotten how to mourn.

The Kotel Plaza is full of singing, but praying on Har HaBayit is banned.

Jews flock to the holy places of Jerusalem, but they fight over who can pray there.

The streets are crowded for every parade, even when they parade their sins with pride.

We build roads and bridges and tracks for trains, but we travel them in fear of stones and missiles.
Young couples build new homes across Harei Yehudah, but the government dismantles them.
Israel has its own government, but is forced to answer to the nations of the world;

Our own judges and legal system, enforcing standards that are not ethical.

Jerusalem’s plazas are filled with our brave young men, as they go off to fight for our nation’s survival.
Brides and mothers sit and cry as they remember their fallen heroes.

Israel’s military might is legendary, but our enemies undermine us with tunnels.

The Jewish state has the best technology, but we are helpless against the cameras of our enemies.
“Plucky Little Israel” is despised by all the nations, who no longer try to conceal their hatred.

Something good is happening in Yerushalayim, but we have forgotten what to mourn.
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