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15.

The injunction “You shall be holy” implies that the letter of the law must not be strictly adhered to; rather, as the Ramban
phrases it, “One should follow the intention of the Torah.” Whoever wishes to achieve a perfect observance of the Torah
cannot be satisfied with adhering to its explicit rulings. He must penetrate deeper in order to arrive at the ultimate aim of
these rulings. He must not only think of that which is good and right in his own eyes but that which is “the right and the good
in God’s eyes.” It would seem that the latter injunction added by the Torah to its list of rulings is superfluous since all the
divine precepts are designed to show mankind the correct way of living. However, there are many things which are permitted
by the letter of the law and are only forbidden from because of the requirement to “[d]o the right and good in God’s eyes.”
Regarding the seizing of property for a debt, our Rabbis stated that the law does not demand the return of such property, but
it is to be returned in accordance with the injunction of “Do the right...” This special injunction demonstrates that Judaism is
not satisfied with limiting active evildoing; it aspires to eradicate potential evil from the soul of man.

Rav Yeshayahu Shapiro - the ‘Admor He-Chalutz’ (d. 1942) quoted by Nechama Leibowitz, Parashat Vaetchanan

16.

If, however, we recognize that Halakhah is multiplanar and many-dimensional; that, properly conceived, it includes much
more than is explicitly required or permitted by specific rules, we shall realize that the ethical moment we are seeking is itself
an aspect of Halakhah. The demand, or, if you will, the impetus for transcending the din is itself part of the halakhic corpus.

Rav Aharon Lichtenstein - ‘Does Jewish Tradition Recognize an Ethic Independent of Halakha?’
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18.

Perhaps “do the right and the good” can be interpreted as follows: the tov adds something to the yashar and modifies its
performance. In doing so, the yashar takes into consideration the higher tov. The yashar is what one is entitled to by right,
free from wrongdoing. The tov is any positive purpose the advancement of which is in accord with God’s will. This then is the
tenet that is stated here. Even if you are legally entitled to something, forgo it for the sake of a higher, positive, and good
purpose. Forgo your undisputed right out of consideration of another person’s welfare. In cases of compromise, the litigant
sacrifices some of his legal rights for the sake of peace. The tov that modifies the performance of the yashar is, in the former
cases, brotherly love, and in the latter case, love of peace. .....

Below, the wording is reversed. Accordingly, there the yashar modifies the performance of the tov: do good only in the right
way. The end shall not justify the means; do not attempt to do good by crooked means.

Rav Shimshon Refael Hirsch - Devarim 6:18'

1.

Free translation from http://etzion.org.il/vbm/english/archive/chavero/ 18chavero.htm
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