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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC FOUNDATIONS OF

MITZVOT BEIN ADAM LECHAVERO
6 - NEKAMA & NETIRA

OU ISRAEL CENTER - FALL 2015
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* |s there a concept of proportionality - if someone does refuses to do you a very small favor but you are prepared to do them an
equivalent favor, just not a very big one. Is that still prohibited?
* Why does the second case change the order of the requests? Could it be one extended case ...?
* |s the first person justified in not lending his things initially? Does it matter about his motivation?
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* |s the focus of the mitzva on damage done to others or internal damage that one does to oneself - Bein Adam L'Atzmo?
* Rav Aharon Lichtenstein zt'I* suggests that ‘taking revenge’ may be focused on others, but ‘bearing a grudge’ is more internal and
thought-based, and thus more focused on the inner damage that a person does to themselves.
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1. See essay written up at http://etzion.org.il/vbm/english/archive/halak65/04beinadam4.htm
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2. Note that this appears to be an example of a ‘geder min haTorah’ - where one Torah mitzva comes to protect a person from breaking another. Comparable cases are : (i) not owning
Chametz on Pesach so that one will not eat it; (ii) not making 3D images even for aesthetics so that one will be distanced from avoda zara; (jii) not touching an erva so that one will not
have sexual relations; (iv) a Cohen not entering the Temple having drunk wine in case he performs the avodah inapporpriately

3. Is the Rambam here referring specifically to Eretz Yisrael or to general society?
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