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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC FOUNDATIONS OF

MITZVOT BEIN ADAM LECHAVERO
17 - TOCHACHA - TO REBUKE OR NOT TO REBUKE?

OU ISRAEL CENTER - WINTER 2016

uyapu euxpv

1. t �y �j uh	k	g t 	¬ 
, t«k �u W �,h 
n�g , �t �jh 
fIT �j�fIv W�c	c�k 
C Wh 
j 	t , �t t	b �G 
, t«k
 zh:yh trehu

• How do the separate parts of this verse fit together?

2.lcckc lhjt ,t tba, tk -  rnta unf ockc o,tba ,t ,uxfk ohtbuav lrsa rucgc(sf uf hkan) tbua rfbh uh,pacrhfzv '
 'rxun ,jfu, usnkk ',rjt vumn - l,hng ,t jhfu, jfuv rntu :vuuvc cu,fv - tyj uhkg ta, tkutyjh ratf oat lhkg vhvha

cuvt,a vum if hrjtu /uka tyjc abug v,t kce, tka - wtcuj vhkhs kg kce, tkuw rnta xukebut iuak vyh vzku /u,ut ,jfuv tku
/vag ohhen uk cvutvu 'utkc rcug uvgr ,t tbuav vbvu /u,ut

 hf 'hbhgc iufbvujhfu, jfuv unf lknhct ,t ovrct jhfuvu (vf:tf ,hatrc) 'cu,fv rnthu /lcckc lhjt ,t tba, kttka lk u,uagc 
u 'hsng ,hag vff gusn ubjhfu, kct 'lbumrftyj uhkg ta, tkcuah ut 'lk kmb,h u,ut ljhfuvc hf 'uk shd, tku lckc u,tba ,uxfk 

uk rpf,u utyj kg vsu,hu/
 oa i"cnr

• The Ramban learns the pshat in the verse in different ways, but there remains a halachic element of ‘corrective tochacha’ 

vumnv hara

3.

          

d �tn ,gsv euzhj

4.vrhcg rcug vbtrh ota apbv ,kmvc a$f ;udv ,kmvc uchhj,b otu /// lgr os kg sung, tk $ba osv kg sungk tka
uvkhmh unkug sctna

 ohause �p c,fca vru, v�ka

•Note also the concept of ‘Arvut’ that we learnt previously
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5.i*�n 	t o­	g 	v,k	F r¬�n 	t �u o·	,It ,IǴ�g*�k ,t«­Z �v,v *	rIT �v h¬�r �c 
S,, �t oh ²
e	h,t*«k r¯�J�t rU Àr 	t
 uf:zf ohrcs

6. yhjhdahu u,ftknc rhvn vhvh intbv kgupvu 'uhbst ,sucg ,ftkn kfc khfan scgu intb rhm ,uhvk trcbv chhj,b hf gsu
umpj hf 'iuagh rat vagnv ,t oghsuhu orhvzhu ohaug ov vbuntc ot ,utrk ovhfrs kg uhbhgu 'uhrhcj ohkgupv ,ftkn kg

 vfrck oburfz ubh,ucr urntu /vftknv haug hsh ehzjh if kg 'vhnr tkc uhbust ,ftkn vag, rat ubumru'z erp vyux hnkaurh)

(s vfkv :oheh tk rat rurtvru,c exugv hsh ehzjvk jf ushc ahu vru,v ,t ohheu ohrjtk snhku vbau snka ost - 
 kkfc tuv hrv ehzjv tku ,umncuoheh tk rat rurt 

 d rga vbuh ubhcrk vcua, hrga rpx

jhfuvk cuhjv

7.c vturk ihbnurhcj vbudn rcs :rntba ?ujhfuvk chhja /jfuv :rnuk sunk, ?ubjhfuhu ruzjha ihbn 'kce tku ujhfuv jhfu,kfn '
 ouen

:zy ihfrg

• What is a ‘davar meguna’.  How objective would that need to be?

• How critical is the requirement that the person must be a ‘chaver’?

8. ouen kfc ,jfu, iuakuohrcs rurc 
 zy:f ,hatrc h"ar

 • Is ‘tochacha’ really ‘rebuke’?  Or ‘reprove’?  Does it need to be verbal?

9.vban /ohnfj iumrc tka vhbre ihca vgumrc vtmuh v,hv vhrzg ic rzgkt hcr ka u,rp  trndic rzgkt hcr ka u,rp ////
una kg ,treb - vc vjhn tka lu,nu 'v,hv u,bhfa ka tkt 'v,hv uka tk :tb, -////?! vhk thuv vrp tsju /vhrzg

 :sb ,ca

10.'vtfv sg :rnut rzghkt hcr 'htb,f /vphzb sg :rnt ibjuh hcru 'vkke sg :rnt ktunau 'vtfv sg :rnt cr ?vjfu, ifhv sg
 :uars sjt tren i,akau 'ejmh rc injb cr rnt /vphzb sg :rnut htzg ic 'vkke sg :rnut gauvh hcr(�f wt ktuna) ;t rjhu

,usrnv ,ugb ic uk rnthu i,buvhc kuta :ch,fu '(�f wt ktuna) u,ufvk uhkg ,hbjv ,t kuta kyhu:ch,fs 'vtfv sg rnts itnk /
u,ufvk :ch,fs 'vkke sg rnts itnku `(wf wt ktuna) lnt ,urg ,aucku l,ack :ch,fs 'vphzb sg rnts itnku ``kuta ;t rjhu 

oa

• Does it matter that the person being rebuked reacts negatively?  At what point does the rebuke become counter-productive?

11.rntba ohgrv uhagnc unmg kg tyuj tuva ughsuvku cyunk urhzjvk vumn vcuy tk lrsc lkva ut tyja urhcj vturv
/l,hng ,t jhfu, jfuvihck ubhc ujhfuvk lhrm 'ouenv ihck ubhca ohrcsc ihc 'ubhck ubhca ohrcsc ihc urhcj ,t jhfunv 

 vfr iuakcu ,jbc uk rcshu 'unmgu,cuyk tkt uk rnut ubhta ughsuhuutk otu 'cyun ubnn kche ot /tcv okugv hhjk uthcvk 
 ujhfuvk ost chhj shn, ifu ',hahkau vhba ogp ubjhfuhtyujv uvfha sg,ujnk ushc rapta kfu  /gnua hbht uk rnthu 

 /ovc ,ujnk uk rapta iuhf ukt iugc ap,b tuv vjun ubhtu
 z vfkv u erp ,ugs ,ufkv o"cnr

• Note the language of the Rambam tyja urhcj vturv.  Should a person be looking for opportunities to give rebuke?

12. c«u *y,, �F �r 
c t«u¬c 	T o À�vh�k�g*�u o·	g�b
h oh¬
jh 
f«uN�k �u
 vf:sf hkan
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13.vcuy 'okugk vtc jur ,jb - okugc ,ujfu,a inz kfa ',ujfu,v ,t cvth - ostv uk rucha vrah lrs thv uzht :rnut hcr
 rntba 'okugv in ,ek,xn vgru 'okugk ihtc vfrcucuy ,frc tc, ovhkgu ogbh ohjhfunku 

 /jf shn,

14.ktua tuv ukhtf 'lfu lf vru,c cu,f tct :uk rnth tkt 'vru, hrcs kg ,rcg :uk rnth tk 'vru, hrcs kg rcga uhct vtr
 /hfv hb,, tk :uk rnth tk ',ugyc vguna rnut vhv otu /ahhc,h tku unmgc ihch tuvu 'urhvznf tku ubnn

 th ;hgx nr inhx otu ct sucf ,ufkv vgs vruh lurg ijkua

• How should the mitzvah of tochacha be ‘tailored’ to the individual circumstances?

15.hsf sg tyujv kt uh,ujfu, ,ucrvk jhfunv chhja rnukf 'vtfv sg uz vumn cuhja vfrck oburfz urnta vn 'vumnv hbhsn
uh,ujfu, hrcsc ihta jhfunv vtrh ota if od vfrck oburfz urnt ouen kfnu 'jhfunv ,t ,ufvk tyujv cure vhvha
chhj ubhta 'ubdrvhu uhkg sungh tka ubnn trh,nu r,uhc garu okt aht tuva ut 'tyujv gar ksud lu,n 'tmnb ,kgu, oua
'gnab rcsv ihta ouenc eu,ak vumn lf gnabv rcs rnuk vumna oaf vfrck oburfz ornut uvzu /vzf ahtc uz vumnc

  /jfuv ratk ,kgu, tku jhfunk iuke ihbgc vhvha hpk
tyujv kt uhrcsc ,kgu, vhvh ot ,utrku cuajku 'vkt ohbhbgc vcrv jhdavku apb kgc kfk cahh,vk ah ouen kfnu
'shnah ohgarv kfu uhcvut kf ,t rnua wv hf /trhh tku ucck lrh ktu 'uhtbua og unjkvc ubrzgh tuv hf oac jychu 'ubjhfuha
rurc rcs vzu 'utyj kg ap,b tuv 'vjhn tku uc ,ujnku uchavk ushca hnu /kusd rfa vzc uk vhvh utyjn tyujv cuah otu

 cu,fv in od ubh,ucr hrcsn
 ykr vumn lubhjv rpx

16.- hkcen tks cd kg ;t :vhk rnt /htbhn hkcen tk :vhk rnt /t,ukd ahr hcs hbvk rn uvbhjfuk :iunhx hcrk trhz hcr vhk rnt
'vz rcsn .uj vgrk vc rzju tuv lurc ausev hpn vcuy vsn v,mh tk okugn :tbhbj hcrc tjt hcr rnts 'rn uvbhjfuk

 ch,fs (s:y ktezjh)k µ�g oh º�e�b�t́ B �v "u Æoh �j�b�t$ B �v oh À�J�b't �v ,«uj́ "m �n*k �g u ¹�T �,ḩ �u ", �v "u o·��k �JU $r "h Q«u ­, "C rh º�g �v Q«u,́ "C Ær« c'g uh º�k 3twv r  nt ³«H �u 
V$�f«u, "C ,«u ­G'g�B $�v ,«uºc 3g«uT́ �v*k�Fovc uykah tka 'uhs ka uh, ohehsm ka ijmn kg ouaru lk :kthrcdk tuv lurc ausev uk rnt /

ubucr :tuv lurc ausev hbpk ihsv ,sn vrnt /vkcj hftkn ivc uykaha hsf 'os ka uh, ohgar ka ojmn kgu /vkcj hftkn
oshc vhv 'okug ka ubucr :uhbpk vrnt /ohrund ohgar ukkvu 'ohrund ohehsm ukkv :vk rnt ?uktn ukt ub,ab vn 'okug ka
- hukd lhbpk ot 'okug ka ubucr :uhbpk vrnt /ovn ukceh tk - ovc ujhn ota 'hbpk gushu hukd :vk rnt !ujhn tku ,ujnk

 ?hukd hn ovk
/vb ,ca

• How are we to gauge the effect of our words on others, especially if we have never expressed them?

• At what point is it legitimate to ‘give up’ on people?

• What is we are SURE they will not listen?

17. ubhhvhkcen ht epxs tfhv//// ihddua uvha cyun - ovk jbv hkcen tk htsus tfhv kct /hukd hn ovhbpk lunxc rntsf 
oa ,upxu,

?!jhfuvk tk h,n

ohraf jhfuvk tk /t

18. !upudc veuk ohrafc saujv :ahek ahr rnt
 /zm ,ca

• Note the application of the mitzvah of Betzedek Tishpot Amitecha, before this mitzvah kicks in!  Before a person gives tochacha they

need to be aware of the possible halachic basis of the other person (eg in minhag or da’at yachid etc) 
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heb ,uhvk lhrm jhfunv /c

19. !ohrjt yuae lf rjtu lnmg yuae :ahek ahr rntu
 :ze tghmn tcc

• There is no place for hypocrisy in tochacha1

vcvtn er vjfu, /d

20. C*�c 	vDt�h �u o À	f 	j Œ�k j¬�f«uv C·�t	b �G
h,i �P . †�k j �f«uT́,k �t
j:y hkan

• Where does love fit into the equation of Tochacha?

21.lhbhg ihcn vrue kuy uk rnt 'lhbhg ihcn oxhe kuy uk rnt ot 'vjfu, kcena vzv rusc ah ot hbt vn, :iupry r"t :thb,2/
vcrva .rtu ohna hkg hbt shgn :hrub ic ibjuh hcr rntu /jhfuvk gsuha vzv rusc ah ot hbvhn, :vhrzg ic rzgkt hcr rnt

 :rntba vn ohhek 'vcvt uc h,pxuva ifa kfu kthknd icr hbpk uhkg kcue h,hhva 'hsh kg tcheg vek ohngp(wy hkan)kt 
lcvthu ofjk jfuv ltbah ip .k jfu, 

:zy ihfrg

22. Ub �j*	b�t i­	r 	j �n U ºr �nt«́H �u o·�T �t i
h́ �t �n h­�j �t c º«e�g�h Æo �v	k r �nt³«H �u
 s:yf ,hatrc

• See Emet LeYa’akov on this passuk and Ya’akov’s approach to Tochacha

23. ouka hshk vthcn vjfu, ahek ahr rnt /vcvt vbht vjfu, vng ihta vcvt kf rnts tbhbj rc hxuh hcrs
 sb varp trhu ,arp (tbkhu) vcr ,hatrc

• Is there a Jewish concept of ‘tough love’?

kceha hnk er vjfu, /s

24.ubhta rcs rnuk tka ost kg vumn lf 'gnabv rcs rnuk ost kg vumna oaf :iugna wrc rzgkt wr ouan tgkht hcr rntu
:rntba 'vcuj :rnut tct hcr /gnab(y hkan) lcvthu ofjk jfuv ltbah ip .k jfu, kt  

:vx ,unch

25.gnabv rcs rnuk-   ch,fsjhfu, jfuv -  jhfuvkubnhv kcena hn!
oa h"ar

ahhck tk /v

26. :rntba ?ujhfuvk chhja vbudn rcs urhcjc vturk ihbn jhfu, jfuv :k", ?uhbp ohb,an whpt kufh////tyj uhkg ta, tk 
oa

1. In the words of Sefer Halichot bein Adam Lechavero, Rav Yitzchak Fuchs (p.52): vrhcg v,utc kzkzn ut tyuj ubht jhfunv if og tkt jhfuvk iht

2. Interestingly, although this response is seen by Chazal as a chutzpah, the expression is brought as a legtimate response in (lehavdil) Christian sources (Matthew and Luke!)
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ohddua uhvha cyun /u

27.uvk ibhrnt tku 'hfv iscgs ibhzj tes tbshtvu /ihsern ihtu ihepxn ihtu ihjpyn iht 'ib, :hhctk ihbj cr rc tcr vhk rnt
 'ktrahk ovk jbv /// hshn tkuihshzn uhvh ktu ihddua uhvha cyuntba tk 'thv tku /tk - t,hhrutsc kct 'ibcrsc - hkhn hbvu /

tku vfaja sg u,au hkftu 'tuv t,hhruts ohrupfv ouh ,pxu, tvs 'hshn tku uvk ibhrnt tk ibcrsc tba tku t,hhrutsc
 hshn tku uvk ibhrnt

/k vmhc

• What is the distinction between mazid and shogeg?

28.

 
t�h ihag dnx

29.

k vmhc ,mcuen vyha

• Is Tochacha always ‘goal oriented’ viz a viz the subject?  When is it appropriate to ‘make a stand’?    

30.,uagk utuc, tka hsf ishc ihjnn iht 'asev kg kujn ;hxuvk vumna ,ugsuh ibht ivu 'vfaja sg ,u,uau ,ukfuta ohab
/iuszc`t,hhruts tuva p"gt 'vru,c arupn ubhta teusu `ihshzn uhvh tku ihddua uhvha cyun :ibhrnt ruxht rcs kfc v"vu :vdv 

,ujfu,c vcrh tk kct ',jt ogp er 'ijhfuvk ohcrc rnth tk 'ihgnab uhrcs ihta gsuh otu  /ishc ihjun 'vru,c arupn ot kct
 ubkkeh ut ubfha sg ujhfuvk chhj shjhc kct `uhkt ugnah tka gsuha rjtn

c ;hgx jr, inhx ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

• Which halachot are explicit in the Torah and which not?
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31.ot kct/// -  kug herupv ukt kct htretc tuva teus ,ujnk chhj vru,c arupnv rcscs t"nrv expa vns trc,xns gsu 
j"hp r"ts tb,c t,ht ifu ujhfuvk chujn ubhtu wl,hngw kkfn tmh rcf xhgfvk ,ukhcb kfut ut thxvrpc ,ca kkjn iudf hrndk
chhj v,t iht ltbua tuva gark kct u,ut jhfuvk chhj v,t ,umnu vru,c lng tuvau lcvut tuva l,hngu l,hng ,t jhfu, jfuv

rcsc ihhgk ah thxvrpc tka ,ca kkjn ut iucth,k ,ukhcb kfut ihbgku a"g uvhkt ,rstc rumhec t"rdv vz eh,gvu u,ut jhfuvk
oa vfkv ruthc

• Which people today would be classified as ‘porek ol’?

32.- ujhfuvk chhj/// ujhfuvk iht ubnn ouebhu ubtbah ubjhfuh ota rjt aht vhv ot kct uc xd ucka uhjt ,t aht teus 
oa

33. vru,c arupn tuv f"tt ,ujnk m"tu ukceh tka ubk hukd hren thxvrpc kevk gurd dvbn ovk uzjta rcscs ////
oa

• What type of things today are commonly misunderstood and people simply do not keep?

34.oac c,f sxj ,cvt rpx ;uxcu /vjfu, kcen ubhta rjt tkt u,utbak ihtar ihts c,f ,ugs ,ufkvn wu erp ,uhbunhhn ,uvdvcu
ihgsuh ubt ihta vjfu, ose ov ubkmt hf ihkcuk owrvn ,cua,n if thcvu 'ywvn ohgarv ,t cuvtk vumns ihkun cegh wr iutdv

ihxubtf uvk ibhbhhsu 'jhfuvk
jf:c s�uh aht iuzj

• Can anyone today be a mazid?
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