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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC FOUNDATIONS OF

MITZVOT BEIN ADAM LECHAVERO
16 - VIOLENCE, WOUNDING AND INJURY

OU ISRAEL CENTER - WINTER 2016

vru,c ruenv

1.v́�F �n Æv	K �̧t�k �g I ³,«F �v�k ;h �̧x«h�i 	P ;h·�x«h t́«k UB­	F�h oh¬�g�C �r �t d :r'�P �x �n �C I ­,�g �J �r h¬�s �F uhº�b �p�k Uv́�F �v �u Æy �p«/ �v I³kh �P �v �u g·�J �r'�v ,I ­F �v i¬�C�o �t v²�h �v �u
Wh'	bh �g�k Wh­�j �t v¬�k �e�b �u v º�C �r

d-c:vf ohrcs

2.tka vumna ihs ubht - u,ufvk vumn ubhta 'vumn ouenc tka  /u,ufvk tka vumn - u,ufvk vumna 'vumn ouenc vnu
?!u,ufvk

/vp ihrsvbx

,ufvk ruxht

3.ihc aht ihc kusd ihc iye ihc ktrahn raf ost vfnv kf tkt sckc kcujv tku /urhcjc ihc unmgc ihc kucjk ostk ruxt
 vat[iuhmb] lrs wba 'vag, tkc rcug vz hrv (iuhzc) (d:vf ohrcs) ;hxuh tk- u,ufvk ,tfvc ;hxuvk tka vru, vrhvzv ot

 ehsmv ,t vfnk rnuju ke tyujv
 t vfkv v erp ehznu kcuj ,ufkv o"cnr

4. wba utkc rcug uvfv otu urhcj ,ufvk ostk ruxt(d:vf ohrcs) ;hxuh ip///vfnv ostc ohbunse orj ahs ohrnut ah ////  :vdv /
vrag ihbnk uprmk hsf uk rh,vk ihfhrmu 'urhcjk 

 t ;hgx f, inhx ypan iauj lurg ijkua

• Note that the halachic prohibition is hitting, irrespective of whether any damage is caused

sh ohrvk ruxht

5. rntba 'gar treb - uvfv tka hp kg ;t 'urhcj kg ush vhcdnv :ahek ahr rnt(dh:c ,una) w  /W ��g �r v­�F �, v�N¬�k g º�J�r��k Ær �ntÆ«H �uvnk
.meh, :rnt tbuv cr //// tyuj treb :tbhbj hcr rnt hrhgz /gar treb uvfv tka hp kg ;t /wvf, vnkw tkt 'rntb tk w,hfv

 rntba 'ushrca, vnr gurzu) tsh .e tbuv cr / - h"artsh .erntsf lfc uxbeu 'urhcj ,t ,ufvk khdr vhva sjt ostn - 
rcsk rsdu dhhx ,uagk vru,v in tka ihabugu ihfn uhv ihs ,hc (/un ihrsvbx) khgks iherpc(

 :jb ihrsvbx

6. gar vz hrv uvfv tka p"gt urhcj kg ush vhcdnv kfu ruxt urhcj kg ush vhcdvk ukhpt
 c vfkv v erp ehznu kcuj ,ufkv o"cnr

7. ohna hbhsc chhj ost hbhsn ruypa hp kg ;t vzc tmuhfu vkhptc uk vtrba ut uhrujtn uk egma iudf urhcj ,t ,hgcnv
v ;hgx ovhbhsu apbu ;ud hezb ,ufkv ypan iauj crv lurg ijkua

•There is a debate as to whether this prohibition of raising a hand is deoraita or miderabannan
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v�h �m �e«uc«urP

8.lhbpc lnt ,tu lhct ,t kken tuv ot ;tu lrcj kg lsh ohr, kt /cp
 v ouhk a"trk ohhj ,ujrut

9.;t /kkf tbhs uhkg ,hk 'rpg hbfua uh,uct sucfc ;t r"av vz gdub ukhpt 'gr oac u,ut ;rhj hbau 'urhcj ,t vfv sjt otu
 rntba 'urgm kg snug ostv iht hf 'ruyp v"pt /vkcjv ka ,auc in r,uh vcrv gr oa ka ,aucv vz vhvha(u:yh ohrcs) vhvu

wudu udhavu ucck ojh hf ///// 
tfhv 'rnuku /kusdk iye gr oa ihc eukhj ihtu /ivhbhc ihs oua iht 'gr oa if od vz uk chavu 'r"ac sjt khj,va tfhvu
oa vnf vz uk chavu 'r"a rchs sjt ot n"n kct /ihufk kfuh ostv iht hf 'kusd r"ac uk chav vzu 'iye r"ac vz khj,va
n"nu //// vzc vz ukcja ohabt hbas thnus 'ihsv kucxh rtav kgu /urhcj ka gr oav sdb 'uck ,nhnjc gr oav ihfbn hzt /gr

 vkj,c khj,v hrva /,menc uhkg kevk hutr
rchsu vz rzju 'urhcj ,t vfv sjt ot 'h,c,f rcfa ;t 'vtrb /rjt r"ac vz rzju 'u,ut vfvu vz rzju 'r"ac khj,v sjt otu
r"a thmuvk lfc ufrsa tbhzjs 'tfv kct /vke,c khj,v tka tfhv teus ubhhv /j,r vhcks ouan 'ihs uhkg ihta 'r"a uhkg
hbavu 'snuan k"t ukhpt 'gr oa urhcjk trea ut 'urhcjk vfva sjt kct /rund gr oa thmun ihs uhkg ah 'uck ,jh,r tkc
r"av hpf 'ubhs iuatrv kucxh f"jtu //// ihsv kucxk hbav vkhj,n lhrm /rpg hbfuan tuvu 'sn,ab lhct rntu 'uk chav

//// vke,c vz khj,va vnc unmg ruypk hbav kufh tku vkcjvu vtfvv hpf ut u,ut ;rhja
 cn inhx j erp tne tcc ,fxn vnka ka oh

v�h �m�ch �y«un

10. gnan ',"kc rcug z"v iuhmb lrs vfnv ishs txrhdk c,fa t"v kcujn v"p o"cnrc ihhgu /////huv tk iuhmb lrs ubht ots
kkf utkv kkfc tuva iuhf ,ueknu ;hxuh tka ,uhekn hchhjc rntb utkva ogyn tuvu  /iuhmb lrs z"v rcgv kgiht ifka '

 iuhmb lrs obht hrva ukkfn r,uvk ufbjk ubc ,t ct ifu vag ohheku truxhtn haurptk ihfna vz chajvk
 d inhx t n"uj ekj van ,urdt ,"ua

vjpanc ,unhkt

11.i,hk v,mr otu ',urhp ivc kgck ihtu vka kfvu ,aucv kfu rgmvu ezbv kf shn vk okak chhj u,atc kcja kgcv ////
 vhkj kf tprna lrsf v,ut tprn kgcvu 'ohbutdv uruv vzfu ',b,ub rjtk ohnsv

 zy vfkv s erp ehznu kcuj ,ufkv o"cnr

12. ///hushr hbhn kfc u,uekvku unhrjvku urxhk s"c shc ah 'lfc tuv khdr otu /urhcj vfnf ushc thv vrhcg 'u,at vfnv aht
oh,a ut ,jt ogp vkj, uc ihr,na sckcu 'thmuvk u,ut ihpufa t"h s"cv hrcsk ,hhm ubht otu /sug vagh tka ughcavku 'vhhpfu

 tuv ohcfuf scug vagnu 'ovh,uab ,ufvk ktrah hbc lrsn ubht hf
 d:sbe inhx rzgv ict lurg ijkua twnr

13. When you see your wife commit an offense, don’t rush at her with insults and violent blows ... Scold her sharply, bully and terrify

her. And if this still doesn’t work, ... take up a stick and beat her soundly, for it is better to punish the body and correct the soul

than to damage the soul and spare the body ... then readily beat her, not in rage but out of charity and concern for her soul, so

that the beating will redound to your merit and her good

Friar Cherubino of Siena (a non-Jewish source!): ‘Rules of Marriage’ late 1400s

14. If no permanent injury has been inflicted, nor malice, cruelty nor dangerous violence shown by the husband, it is better to draw

the curtain, shut out the public gaze, and leave the parties to forget and forgive

North Carolina Supreme Court, 1874
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15.vaug vbhta tuv igy /yuac ukhpt vaugu v,ut ihpuf i,uagk ,chhj thva ,uftknv in vftkn ,uagkn gbn,a vat kf
 /rcsc rapta ihhsv vtrha vn hpf vz rcsu 'ohbfa ut ivhbhc vat ihchaun ,uagkn ,gbnb vbhta ,rnut thvu,dav

 /whyuac whpt vaugu v,ut ihpuf s"ctrv gbf,a sg vh,ubuznu vhfrm vk ygnna tkt ohabk ohyua ruxh h,gna tk okugn t"t
 h vfkv tf erp ,uaht ,ufkv o"cnr

16. The seriousness of the issur of battery expresses itself in a husband’s liability for injuring his wife while engaging in onah (conjugal relations).

The duty of a husband to engage in onah is mi-dioraita. Lest one argue that engagement in a mitsva exempts one from responsibility from

injury caused during its performance, halakha states otherwise. Hence, Hazon Ish contends that engagement in the mitsva of onah does not

serve as a defense ...... Similarly, a husband who argues that he lost self-control and therefore assaulted his wife will be equally responsible.

As R. Shlomo Luria notes, if a husband is liable for any injury caused to his spouse during onah, a fortiori, should he become angry and assault

his wife at any other time, he is liable. A husband must control his desires and not injure his wife under any circumstances. 

R. Yehuda Warburg, Harnessing the Authority of Beit Din to Deal with Cases of Domestic Violence, Tradition 45:1, p. 39

17.o,cuyk ihuf,nu khtuv .rt lrsc ofhrsvk hsf tkt ,umnu vru, lubhj khcac tka ukhpt ohbyev uhbc ,ufvk r,un ifu ///
unmg ,cuyk ukhpt o,ufvk r,un ukuec ohgnua uhbc iht otu /u,uarca ou,hk ihsv tuvu /u,uarc ova uhkg ,kyun o,cuyu
unf o,cuyk tka o,ufvk ruxt ukuec ohgnua ot kct ovhkg vuumnf ukuec ugnaha opufk tuv kufh hf o,cuyk tku
htar vhvha urfaaf vkj,n ung vb,v otu //// u,ufvk ruxt ukuec gnua ubht ukhpt u,ranu /ohrjt ,t ,ufvk ruxta

 uvrfaha hsf u,cuyk thvu khtuv u,uar ,bh,b ,kgun ukuec gnah tkaf u,ufvk
s ;hgx ovhbhsu apbu ;ud hezb ,ufkv ypan iauj crv lurg ijkua

18. rcsn cu,fv kusd ubck vfnc - kafn i,, tk rug hbpku :thb,s
 /zh iye sgun

19. The Gemara records a discussion about the age when it is no longer suitable to spank a child; is it age 16 or 24?  The Gemara gives the reason

why striking older children is prohibited - the parent is putting a stumbling block in front of his child since the child might rebel and attempt to

strike back at the parent.  Today we find that a parent who strikes even a 3 year-old is putting a stumbling block before him.  The child’s

rebellion is visible; he clearly wants to hit back. In previous generations, the situation was different.  Children were more tolerant and could

more easily accept a spanking.  Children also had a more positive self-image and were not so badly damaged by a few blows.  Today, however,

our children’s whole environment is suffused with rebellion.  If a parent tries to subdue his child with a beating, he can damage the child and

his relationship with the child.  Then, when the child matures, he will close himself off from his parents, and it will already be too late to rebuild

a trusting, open relationship.

Planting and Building Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, p47-8 lubjc ihbcu vghrz -  

vhapbs tbhs abht is

20.ot uthmuvk hsf u,ufvk ukhpt ihrh,n ah ,tmk crxn otu u,hcn uthmuvk ,uar urhcjk ah ,uarc tka urhcj ,hck xbfbv
inz vkfha osue ukhpt u,hcn uthmuvk htar ubnn cubdha aauju ,ran uk aha hn ifu /rjt ihbgc uthmuvk kufh ubht
ushn ukhmvk htar ukzd rcfa ut .pj vzht ubnn kuzdk tc urhcj ot ifu /tmha sg u,ufvk htar ,tmk crxn otu ,urhfav

vkzd ,ufkvc rtc,ba unf ihs ,hck uthcvk lhrm ubhtu rjt ihbgc rapt ht ot vtfv hsh kg ukhpt
d ;hgx ovhbhsu apbu ;ud hezb ,ufkv ypan iauj crv lurg ijkua

,uarc vfnv

21.- ruypk n"g 'chhj - hsf ,t rca 'h,uxf ,t gre /chhj - ruypk n"g 'chhj - hkdr ,t rca 'hsh ,t gye 'hbhg ,t tnx rnutv
 ubunnc ihc upudc ihc 'chhj - ruypk ,bn kg hbukp ahtk if vag /ruyp

 /cm tne tcc vban
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22.ohrct hatr kg kjun ost ihta ouan :rnt tcr /// !ruyp - ruypk ,bn kg 'hbgmp 'hbfv :thb,s  //// /wuf hbhg ,t tnx rnutv
uka

 /dm tne tcc

23.kfuha kct //// cuhju iunnv ruyp ihbgk tkt ubht vz n"n //// ruyp ////wruypk n"gw aurhpc uk rnta kfs :o,v ibhexns d"gtu ///
tv vz 'uk i,ba ,uarv hbpn ;hxuh tku ubfh ohgcrts tren vh,rvzts urcj vfn ka utkc rucgku 'vkj,fk ugmpku u,ufvk

 rapt tk htsu
 sp, inhx a"chrv ,"ua

24.ouac urgmk tku uahhck tku u,ufvk kkf upud kg ,uar ostk iht hf u,ufvk ,uar uk i,ub tuv ukhpt urhcj ,t ,ufvk ruxt
//// vcua, lrsc vaug if ot tkt v,an ut kftn vzht ,ghbnc ukhpt rgm

s ;hgx ovhbhsu apbu ;ud hezb ,ufkv ypan iauj crv lurg ijkua

,hnmg vbdv

25.ovhba ukhj,va teusu /oka ezb r,unc uk okan 'tuv uc kcja vnn r,uh urhcjc rjtv kcj ot 'vzc vz ukcja ohba
hsf uc kucjk hbak ,uar uk aha 'ruyp hbav 'sjtv khj,v ot kct `uc kcju shn tuv od rzj urhcjc kcja rjtk ut 'sjtf
vkcjc unmg khmvk kufh vhv ot snut lhrm uvhnu //// xbev grup khj,nv 'ohauhcu ohpushd ihbgk tuv ifu  /unmg khmvk

//// chhj 'vcrv uc kcju ,ygun
 dh ;hgx tf, inhx urhcjc kcuj ,ufkv ypan iauj lurg ijkua

26. ////wp v"ht inek rtuchu vkyck a"a thmuns vrhcg ,me ah oau vfn hcd itf ifu kkf vrhcg itf iht kkek ,uar i,uba vkj,c kct
 otu ctc tku urhcjc tk kkf vrhcg itf iht vfn hcd kct ohause

 c ,ut jn vumn lubhj ,jbn

otu ct ,kcj

27.,'�nUh ,I¬n I ­N �t �u uh²�c �t v¬�F �nU
uy:t!f ,una

28./vban//// untu uhct vfnv :ihebjbv iv ukt trnd / :rnt tb,n cr ?uhctk os zheha uvn ic :uvk thgchts ///// (y"h trehu),cvtu 
lunf lgrkcr /ruyp vtuprk ost vfn ;t - ruyp vtuprk vnvc vfn vn 'vnvc vfnu ost vfn :rnt tbbhj rc hnhs cr /

,dda vhk vuvu 'khcj tnkhs 't,uuf vhk j,phnk vhrck ehca tk tbhcrs vhrc rn /tukhx vhk keahnk vhrck ehca tk
ebj ,dda - ubc 'utk ,ddha - rjt - !hnb rjt hfv ht - /ruxht

:sp ihrsvbx

29.uk lu,jh tku uhctk os zheh tk 'tpur ut 'os zhen tuv ot ifu /vrucj uc ,uagk tch tna 'ubthmuh tk 'uhctk cuj, .ue vhv
/vtuprk ihufna hp kg ;t 'rctuzhen tuv hrv 'rgymn tuvu ,uagk rjt oa iht ot kct /,uagk rjt oa ahac 't"sc :vdv 
 ,uagk uvuarha vn hpf uk l,uju

 d ;hgx tnr inhx vgs vruh lurg ijkua

30.ofha uk ohrnut urhcj ut untu uhct ot kct ',uar tkc teus ubhhv 'urhcjc ut untu uhct vfnc vru,v vchhja vzs 's"bgk vtrbu
v,hn tku ,uekn chhj ubhtu vzv utkc rcug ubht 'okkeha ut

 d ,ut - jn vumn - lubhj ,jbn rpx

unmgc kcujv

31.ruyp 'htar ubhta p"gt 'unmgc kcujv
 tk ;hgx f, inhx ypan iauj lurg ijkua 
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