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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC FOUNDATIONS OF

MITZVOT BEIN ADAM LECHAVERO
12 - CAUSING OTHERS TO SIN - LIFNEI IVER

OU ISRAEL CENTER - FALL 2015

Considerthe following questions:

* handing into a Jewish worker a job (eg printing, sewing) which will be done on Shabbat

* arabbi officiating at a wedding where the couple will not keep hilchot taharat mishpacha
* renting out a catering hall for a function with mixed dancing

* selling meat to Jews during the 9 days

¢ selling non-kosher meat to non-religious Jews

* selling/serving food to those who will not wash, bentch or make berachot

* inviting those who drive on Shabbat to attend an educational Shabbaton or a family simcha
* giving directions to a Jewish driver on Shabbat

* making Jewish drivers stop on Shabbat so you can cross the road

* selling clothes which are not tzanua or giving them to friends who are non-observant

* hitting children who may hit back

* selling weapons to potential murderers
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* How easy does it need to be for them to get the aveira elsewhere? They already have one? They can get one fairly easily? They could
theoretically get one but in reality won't? This is a machloket between the Rishonim. (Rashi - even theoretical availability, Meiri - only practical
availability)

* What if the only other source of the aveira is another Jew? (Mishne LeMelech - prohibited; Pnei Moshe - permitted)
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* |s messayeha (i) a rabbinic level of lifnei iver; (ii) a rabbinic application of tochacha; or (jii) an independent rabbinic prohibition?
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* Can non-observant Jews be said to be transgressing mitzvot intentionally? To what extent does intentional transgression need to
come from a position of knowledge?*
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1. Others (Ketav Sofer (Y.D. 83) and Shu’t Binyan Tzion (15)) reconcile the two positions of Tosafot by distinguishing between assistance given at a time significantly prior to the
commission of the aveira, which is permitted as long as the case is ‘one side of the river’ (i.e. they could access the aveira without you) and assistance given right at the time of the
aveira (as in the case in Shabbat), which is prohibited in all cases.
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IheLifnei lver ‘Checklist’

1. Is the situation “one side of the river” - i.e. can they do the same aveira without your help?
If NO - issur min hatorah; If YES - no issur min hatorah, but there may be an issur derabbanan

2. Is there an issur derabbanan? YES, unless you can rely on one of the following kulot:-
(a) Are they a non-Jew or a non-observant Jew? (Shach)
(b) Even if they are observant are they doing this aveira on purpose? (Degul Mervava)
(c) Will the aveira happen immediately following your help or only (and maybe) later? (Binyan 1zion)
(d) Are you saving them from an even bigger aveira (R. Akiva Eigel)

3. Can you rely on kulot? How serious is the aveira they are about to do? Issur torah? Derabbanan? Minhag?

Mekorot for further study

* printing on Shabbat by Jewish employees - (Binyan 1zion 1:15)

* rabbi officiating at wedding where the couple will not keep hilchot taharat mishpacha - (Meishiv Davar 2:32)
* catering a function with mixed dancing - (/ggrot Moshe Y.D. 1:72)

* supplying meat during 9 days - (Yechaveh Da’at 3:38)

* selling non-kosher meat to non religious Jews - (Meishiv Davar2:31-32)

* serving food to those who will not wash - (Minchat Shlomo 35:1)

* inviting those who drive on Shabbat to an educational Shabbaton (/ggrot Moshe 0.C. 99)
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