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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC FOUNDATIONS OF

MITZVOT BEIN ADAM LECHAVERO
10 - KAVOD HABRIYOT

OU ISRAEL CENTER - FALL 2015

A] KAVOD HABERIYOT  - THE TALMUDIC SOURCES

1. tngy htn 'euac ukhpt iyaup usdcc ohtkf tmunv(k:tf hkan) - v sdbk vmg ihtu vbuc, ihtu vnfj ihtaha ouen kf - w
//// crk sucf ihekuj iht oav kukj

 :gna t,vru,ca vag, tk ,t vjusa ,uhrcv sucf kusd :tnhk ?htntu /wv sdbk vmg ihtu vbuc, ihtu vnfj ihtvndr, !
 utkc tbvf crs vhne tca rc cr(th:zh ohrcs)s rux, tkura usucf ouanu 'rux, tks utk kg uvbhfnxt ibcrs hkhn kf //// 

ibcr

 :gna t,(t:cf ohrcs) ovn ,nkg,vuvhv ot ?smhf tv `ovn okg,n v,t ihta ohngpu ovn okg,n v,ta ohngp - 
?htnt /,nkg,vu :rntb lfk 'urcj kan vcurn u,ftkn v,hva ut 'usucf hpk vbhtu iez vhv ut ',urcev ,hcc thvu ivf

 :tnhkwv sdbk vmg ihtu vbuc, ihtu vnfj ihtibhpkh tk tbunnn truxht ///// !

 :gna t,(z:u rcsnc) u,jtkukufh //// ,n uk ,na gnau ubc ,t kunku ujxp ,t yujak lkuv vhva hrv ?rnuk sunk, vn 
 :rnuk sunk, 'vumn ,nk tnyn ubht lf ovk tnyn ubhta oafu,ujtkutuv tnyn kct 'tnyn ubhts tuv u,ujtk - 

 :tnhk ?htnt 'vumn ,nk!wv sdbk vmg ihtu vbuc, ihtu vnfj iht/hbta vag, ktu ca  //// 
:yh ,ufrc

2.tyn sf /hshn tku vhk rnt tku vhyujs tbre ehxpht 'tkdhrs t,cac hat cr rc rns vhr,ct khzt te vuv tbhcr
tk ,t vjusa ,uhrcv sucf kusd :rn rnt tvu /vh,hsa o,vn 'hk ,rnt ht :k"t 'ehxpht o,vn :vhk rnt 'vh,hck

s utkc :tbvf crs vhne tca rc cr vnudr, !vru,ca vag,rux, tk?lh,gs htn :k"tu 'k"t o,vn :hrnts tfhtu /
utkc :tbvf crs vhne tca rc cr vnudr, tvu !vru,ca vag, tk ,t vjusa ,uhrcv sucf kusd :rn rntvu 'vhhsahnk

 thv ibcrs ,hknrf hnb tfv !rux, tks
:zk ,ujbn

3. rhzbk vns ibhrnd tk rhzbns vtrb tkt ///// /vktac ubah ifa utk ifa ivfk vn ivfn ifu kfc vua ubhta
hbta vag, ktu ca vws /f ,ufrc ,upxu,

4. vag, tkc vumnk vjusa ,uhrcv sucf kusd trhgz hcr rnts vn in vru, rcsn tuva vtnuyc ukhptu,jt vga 
 t"vq t ruy ub ;s z erp rhzb ,fxn hnkaurh sunk,

B] SHULCHAN ARUCH

5.vhv otu ///// ucr vhv ukhptu 'shn uhkgn ugrueu uk .pue vhv 'euac lkvn vhv ukhpt 'urhcj kg vru, ka ohtkf vturv
shn uyaup 'vru, ka vhv otu ///// u,hck ghdna sg 'euac uyaup ubhtu uhkgn ugrue ubht 'ovhrcs ka

 da inhx ohsdc htkf ,ufkv vgs vruh lurg ijkua
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6. 'u,hck ghdha sg uhkgn ubrhxh tk 'kuxp uhkga ,hkyva ',hknrfc tuvaf ',cac uk gsub ot,uhrcv sucf kusds ///// teusu
ruxt 'tbuud htvf kujc kct ',uhmhm ,uagk ruxts ',cac

d ;hgx dh inhx ,hmhm ,ufkv ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

7.uc vagu oues vga kfc vru, ruxht kg rcug tuva kujc kct k"bf ibcrs ruxht er t,hk ,caca hpk whp - ,cac teusu (uy)
 vumnn g"t gbun tuva vzf vag, ktu cas ruxht er ukhpt vru, ruxhtu ,hmhmkusd htbdc tk ot ,uhrcv sucf hbpn vjsb iht

b"fvcc ot obnt ///// iye htbd kkfc er tuvs t"nrk k"x ,hky hkc cahks ,hmhm uc ihta vturaf kusd ,hkyv auckk ruxt ifku
iuhfs k"xs ;fh, uyaupk lhrm ihts ihkhen ohburjtv in vcrv ohkuxp uh,uhmhmn ,jta ,hkyvc auck rcf tuva rjt uk gsub
k"xu vzc rhnjn t"jvu oa ubyhaphu b"fvc hbpka ,hck ut u,hck lkhk rvnh er r,uhc htbd tuv vyhapv b"fvcc ohcrc tuva

 b"fvcc ohcrc ,hkyv shn, yuapk ost hbc lrs v"tkcs iye htbd er tuv d"y ,yhapvs
 uy e"x dh inhx vrurc vban

C] JEWS AND NON-JEWS?

8.rnut htzg ic- ost ,usku, rpx vz  rnut tcheg hcr /vru,c kusd kkf - lunf lgrk ,cvtu vru,c kusd kkf 
n znr ,hatrc ,arp vru, hbugna yuekh

9.,uhrcv sucf vhvh ktu ohna oak uhagn uhvh kfcu 'vfhrm vgavau lfk hutr vza ihhsv vtrha vn hpk ohrcsv ukt kf
,ntv ,ru,c ihehzjnv ceghu ejmh ovrct hbc sucf ifa kfu ovhrcs ka vag, tk ,t vjus tuv hrva uhbhgc ke

10.wokmc trcba ost chcjw rnut vhv - vcheg hcr - tuv,uagk uhkg kyun ifk /okmc trcba ost chcj h"arhp - ywuh wxu,  
,ufzk g"r vmru osck ktrah hbck tk jb hbck rntb tuva thcv ubnna vhtrv tuva unfu /g"r rnt ost kfcu /f"g /ubue iumr

jb hbck ;t ost kf ,t
oa cuy ouh ,upxu,u sh vban d erp ,uct

D] WHAT IS CONSIDERED TO BE ‘INDIGNITY’?

D1] CLOTHING AND NAKEDNESS

• Adam and Chava in Gan Eden

• The clothes of the Kohanim - Shemot 28:2 w, %r &t 'p (,'kU s«uc&f'k //// J %s«e h ,s 'd (cw
• The mitzvah of Kavod Shabbat is associated with special clothing

D2] LONELINESS IN DIFFICULT TIMES

• Especially in terms of comforting the mourners - see Chulin 94a and special exceptions to geneivat da’at

D3] BURIAL

D4] PERSONAL HYGIENE

E] DEGREES OF ‘INDIGNITY’

11.vumn ,n htbdf kusd htbd euac ohtkf yuapk ifu //// hra vag, ktu ca lfk ohrcue uk ihta vumn ,nk tuv kusd htbd o,vs ////
 ,usg hcd tfv kct vbhn lhrp hfvklf kf htbd tfhk vag, ktu cac whpt truxhtc hra tku 

:k ,uguca ,upxu,
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12.,uhmhmv in r,uns ,hky hkc ohcrc cahk ahhc,nu ohkuxp ,hmhmv tmn u,ahck osueu u,hky auckk vmuru b"fvck tca ihc whp -
huk, kfvs unhfxva ohburjtc ihhgu urhxvk lhrm iht f"d ,hmhmv uk uexpba u,ahck gmntc vtur ot ihcu vfrc hkc uacukk

,uhrcv sucfs r,hvv itf iht ahhc,n iht ot kct vfrc hkc auckk kfuh ahhc,n tuv ot acukv ahtv iumrc
 ch e"x dh inhx vrurc vban

F] INADVERTENT ACTIVE BREACH - DO OTHERS HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO TELL?

13. /ucr vhv ukhptu 'shn uhkgn ugrueu uk .pue vhv 'euac lkvn vhv ukhpt 'urhcj kg vru, ka ohtkf vturvvhv ots t"hu
/(a"trv oac ruy) dduan ubahrph ktu 'eu,ah ,uhrcv sucf ouans 'euac k"m iht 'ddua acukvubht 'ovhrcs ka vhv otu 

 shn uyaup 'vru, ka vhv otu /////u,hck ghdna sg 'euac uyaup ubhtu uhkgn ugrue
t ;hgx da inhx ohsdc htkf ,ufkv vgs vruh lurg ijkua

14.rcf ot kct /vkj, unmg ahckha hsf tmha 'o,x uk utreh tkt 'uk shdvk iht 'gsh tku ,nv og kvtc tuvu 'ourg cfuaa ivf
.rt ut xrpv ,hcc tuv ot kct 't,hhruts vtnuy tuva ',nv kvtc tuv ot teusu /unmg ahckha sg ih,nvk ruxt 'uk ushdv

(v"pr inhx v",) ,uhrcv sucf kusds 'vkj, unmg ahckh 'ibcrs vtnuy tuva 'ohngv  

 t ;hgx cga inhx ,ukhct ,ufkv vgs vruh lurg ijkua

G]  PRACTICAL ISSUES

G1]  RABBINIC PROHIBITIONS OVERRIDDEN BY KAVOD HABERIYOT

• tearing toilet paper on Shabbat with a shinui

• moving muktzeh stones on Shabbat for personal hygiene purposes.  Note an application of this halacha by the Tzitz Eliezer who

permitted a deaf person to move an electronic hearing-aid on Shabbat due to the kavod haberiyot implications of the person not being

able to hear

• making a makeshift toilet out of stones on Shabbat

• refuah and taking medication on Shabbat in a case where the ailment is not serious but very embarrassing (eg very bad breath)

• carrying in a rabbinically prohibited area on Shabbat rather than having to remove clothing

• using a muktzeh splinter of wood on Shabbat to remove an embarrassing piece of food stuck in one’s teeth 

 

• to allow a wedding on Shabbat where the bride was already under the chuppah and delay would be very embarrassing

15./ihasen ////iht n"n 'hfv k"he tks d"gtu hra vpujk vxhbfv v v"vs raptu ohbcu vat uk ihts tfhv asek ihrh,n ahu :vdv
sg wu ouhc thbusbv og ,uuavk ohkufh uhv tka ohngpka ihkhdra unf `,uhrcv sucf kusd hf od 'ejsv ,gac vz kg ihfnux
n"nu `zt xubfh tk ot i,jku vkfk auhc huvu ihtuabku vsugxk ubhfv rcfu khtuv ,ca khkc ihaushevu vpujv ihaugs 'vkhkv

lf hshk tch tka rvzhk ah vkj,fk/

  s ;hgx yka inhx ohhj jrut lurg ijkua

• where a Cohen is awoken to be told that there is a rabbinic tumat met in his building, he may get dressed before he leaves

• using an especially adapted electric wheelchair on Shabbat/Yom Tov to enable a disabled person to get out of the house.  Being

house bound for days could according to some poskim be an issue of kavod haberiyot 

• getting a non-Jew to scrape mud of one’s clothes on Shabbat to avoid the embarrassment of wearing them 

• allowing a young man who has gone prematurely grey to dye his hair black
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• allowing a shaliach tzibbur to pray even when he needs the bathroom

• shaking hands?

• women’s aliyot?

G2]  POSITIVE TORAH PROHIBITIONS OVERRIDE BY KAVOD HABERIYOT

• only in the case of serious embarrassment 

• one’s obligation (tochacha) to inform someone that he is doing an aveira beshogeg eg wearing shatnez min haTorah (which would

require him to take off his clothes even in public) 

• putting on tefillin in public where the person has a very embarrassing tattoo on his arm

• wearing passul tzitzit to avoid having to take of clothes in public

• Rav Moshe Sternbuch discusses an unusual case (Teshuvot Vehanhagot 4:262) of a Cohen with a partially detached finger.  He

permits the Kohen to have the finger totally detached in order to have it reconnected, even though that renders the kohen tamei min

haTorah due to ‘ever min hachai’

H]  PHILOSOPHICAL ISSUES

WHY should Kavod Haberiyot trump so many other halachic factors? Many commentators see the issue as one of Mechila:

• In financial affairs the assumption is that a Jew is mochel his financial right to something (eg return of lost property) if it entails

embarrassing someone else (Chatam Sofer).  Further, since the Rabbis have the power to determine property rights (hefker Beit Din

hefker), they can determine that kavod haberiyot overrides monetary rights

• The Rabbis chose not to impose their own legislation in a situation which offends kavod haberiyot

16. jubek txfv ,hc ka ohbct ,cac kykyk iudf ',uhrcv sucf tfhts tfhv ovhrcs kg rucgk uvhhrehk vukjt ibcr
hkhn kf vws  :yh ,ufrc h"ar

17. :rntba 'kujn usucf - usucf kg kjna crv whpt :rnt ;xuh cru(dh ,una) onuh ovhbpk lkuv wvutnkg v"c ausev //// /
 vhrehk vhk khjn - thv vhkhs vru,u tuv vhkhs

/ck ihaushe

I]  HUTRA OR DECHUYA?

J]  THE ORIGINS OF THE CONCEPT OF KAVOD HABERIYOT 

J1]  IMPLICIT IN THE NOTION OF TZELEM ELOKIM

18. rnut htzg icost ,usku, rpx vz rnut g"r 'vru,c kusd kkf vz lunf lgrk ,cvturnt, tka /vru,c kusd kkf vz '
,unsc 'vzcn v,t hnk gs if ,hag ot tnujb, r"t 'hng hrhcj kke,h h,kke,bu khtuv hng hrhcj vzc,h h,hzc,bu khtuv

 u,ut vag ohvkt
 z inhx sf varp ,hatrc ,arp (tbkhu) vcr ,hatrc
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J2]  THE MITZVAH OF ‘4 & 5’

19. :v %¬ /v , /j /T it«m g /C 'r /t 'u rI3 /v , /j /T o,K /J'h r &e&c v &3 (n5j Ir&f 'n It Ij&c 'yU v %G It rIJ Jh (t c«b 'd(h h (F
 zk:tf ,una

20.vtru tc :htfz ic ibjuh icr',uhrcv sucf kusd vnf  vgcrt - uph,f kg uchfrva va 'vanj - uhkdrc lkva rua 
:yg tne tcc

21.,uthrcv sucf kg xj v8cev /vru,ca vag, tk ,t vjusa ,uhrcv sucf kusd - vzn ujhfvu
zk:tf ,una hhjc #r

J3]  IMITATIO DEI - VEHALACHTA BIDRACHAV

22.iU 9e&C 's (, I¬cU Us« ­c5g9/, I¬,«t 'u Ug º&n 'J (, Ík«e 'cU ÆUr«̧n 'J (T uh³&,«u 'm (nA, %t 'u Ut·&rh (, I,́«t 'u Uf­,k ,T o²%fhe9«kDt 8v h ,̧r5j9/t
v:dh ohrcs

23. :ch,fs htn 'tbhbj hcrc tnj hcr rntu(dh ohrcs) ufk, ofhvkt wv hrjtrcf tkvu ?vbhfa rjt lkvk ostk uk rapt hfu ?
 :rntb(s ohrcs) tuv vkfut at lhvkt wv hf :ch,fs 'ohnurg ahckn tuv vn 'v"cev ka uh,usn rjt lkvk tkt !(d ,hatrc)

oahckhu rug ,ub,f u,atku ostk ohvkt wv aghuohnurg ackv v,t ;t '
 /sh vyux 

J4]  SEVARA

24.

               
wv erp .hcktuna /j cr rxun ,ujha
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