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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC FOUNDATIONS OF

MITZVOT BEIN ADAM LECHAVERO
10 - KAVOD HABRIYOT

OU ISRAEL CENTER - FALL 2015
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D] WHAT IS CONSIDERED TO BE ‘INDIGNITY'?

D1] CLOTHING AND NAKEDNESS

* Adam and Chava in Gan Eden
* The clothes of the Kohanim - Shemot 28:2 "N IXONYY T1I) ... WP THY
* The mitzvah of Kavod Shabbat is associated with special clothing

D2] LONELINESS IN DIFFICULT TIMES

* Especially in terms of comforting the mourners - see Chulin 94a and special exceptions to geneivat da’at
D3] BURIAL

D4] PERSONAL HYGIENE

E] DEGREES OF ‘INDIGNITY’
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F] INADVERTENT ACTIVE BREACH - DO OTHERS HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO TELL?
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G] PRACTICAL ISSUES

G1] RABBINIC PROHIBITIONS OVERRIDDEN BY KAVOD HABERIYOT

* tearing toilet paper on Shabbat with a shinui

* moving muktzeh stones on Shabbat for personal hygiene purposes. Note an application of this halacha by the Tzitz Eliezer who
permitted a deaf person to move an electronic hearing-aid on Shabbat due to the kavod haberiyot implications of the person not being
able to hear

* making a makeshift toilet out of stones on Shabbat

* refuah and taking medication on Shabbat in a case where the ailment is not serious but very embarrassing (eg very bad breath)

* carrying in a rabbinically prohibited area on Shabbat rather than having to remove clothing

* using a muktzeh splinter of wood on Shabbat to remove an embarrassing piece of food stuck in one’s teeth

* to allow a wedding on Shabbat where the bride was already under the chuppah and delay would be very embarrassing
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* where a Cohen is awoken to be told that there is a rabbinic tumat met in his building, he may get dressed before he leaves

* using an especially adapted electric wheelchair on Shabbat/Yom Tov to enable a disabled person to get out of the house. Being
house bound for days could according to some poskim be an issue of kavod haberiyot

* getting a non-Jew to scrape mud of one’s clothes on Shabbat to avoid the embarrassment of wearing them

¢ allowing a young man who has gone prematurely grey to dye his hair black
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* allowing a shaliach tzibbur to pray even when he needs the bathroom
* shaking hands?

* women's aliyot?

G2] POSITIVE TORAH PROHIBITIONS OVERRIDE BY KAVOD HABERIYOT

* only in the case of serious embarrassment

* one’s obligation (tochacha) to inform someone that he is doing an aveira beshogeg eg wearing shatnez min haTorah (which would
require him to take off his clothes even in public)

* putting on tefillin in public where the person has a very embarrassing tattoo on his arm
* wearing passul tzitzit to avoid having to take of clothes in public
* Rav Moshe Sternbuch discusses an unusual case (Teshuvot Vehanhagot 4:262) of a Cohen with a partially detached finger. He

permits the Kohen to have the finger totally detached in order to have it reconnected, even though that renders the kohen tamei min
haTorah due to ‘ever min hachai’

H] PHILOSOPHICAL ISSUES

WHY should Kavod Haberiyot trump so many other halachic factors? Many commentators see the issue as one of Mechila:
* In financial affairs the assumption is that a Jew is mochel his financial right to something (eg return of lost property) if it entails
embarrassing someone else (Chatam Sofer). Further, since the Rabbis have the power to determine property rights (hefker Beit Din

hefker), they can determine that kavod haberiyot overrides monetary rights

* The Rabbis chose not to impose their own legislation in a situation which offends kavod haberiyot
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I] HUTRA OR DECHUYA?

J] THE ORIGINS OF THE CONCEPT OF KAVOD HABERIYOT

J1] IMPLICIT IN THE NOTION OF TZELEM ELOKIM
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J2] THE MITZVAH OF ‘4 & 5’
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J3] IMITATIO DEI - VEHALACHTA BIDRACHAV
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