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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC FOUNDATIONS OF

MITZVOT BEIN ADAM LECHAVERO
1 - AHAVAT RE'IM

OU ISRAEL CENTER - FALL 2015
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According to the Gr’a, one’s main Avodat Hashem should be focused on Bein Adam Lechavero, as a detailed study
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Sefer Bereishit is called ‘Sefer HaYashar’ - the Avot are described as the ‘straight’ in order to underline the critical
importance of ‘derech eretz kadma leTorah’. Basic human decency and morality is an essential underpinning to the
system of Torah and Mitzvot
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The pasuk of Ahavat Re’im comes immediately after the issur of nekima and netira. It also raises some difficult questions

97ID3 5173 552 37 H3IPY 139 IH - T TYIY NN 4.

ow ¥
Rashi brings Rabbi Akiva - Ahavat Re’im is a ‘klal gadol baTorah’
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The Chinuch understands the concept of ‘klal gadol’ to mean that this mitzvah goes along with many other mitzvot bein
adam lechavero. When a person fulfills (or breaks) other mitzvot, there is also a fulfillment (or breach) of Ahavat Re ’im
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Targum Unkelos is a direct translation ...
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.. but Targum Yonatan turns the mitzvah into a negative obligation
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The Maharsha explains that we learn this from the negative context of the mitzvah - connected with ‘do not take revenge’.
Thus the chiuv is NOT TO be inconsiderate, rude etc. Performing active kind deeds is a mitzvah kiyumit - ie a full
mitzvah if you do it, but without an obligation so to do (but see below)
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Hillel reduced the essence of Judaism to not doing to others what you would not have done to you
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The Rambam in Sefer Hamitzvot describes the mitzvah in very practical terms - wanting for others what you want for
yourself and what they want for themselves

SY DINDYINAWA 90D PN T, 799 Y72 127N NIV 191D DRI TANY TN D NN DINND DTX 92 DY Msn 11.
N2 D2 PON D PR IPIAN PIOPA TAINNMN ,NINY TIAD NN YIXY PN DY DN XIN IYRD NN

3 19911 P19 MYT MY 8"
In the Yad, Rambam takes a similar line
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Contrast the mitzvah of Ahavat Hashem which must involve emotion
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In the Yad, the Rambam describes the emotion required for Ahavat Hashem - total lovesickness!

5 H3PY 139 H3 I35C TV ,IED DO WD3DHD 113D PH DKL ©THD 35 D3P H 10,2250 - > I P3OM oYY 14,

IMH HC N33 15PN 31D 533 LD DH 39H HEH Y 333 193D 3DHC INDD M HXH 73D MM PATP PV
"D PIN3 OMH MNEM ,"IND I PH PIHM"

D0 NP 1’2
Ramban on Chumash proves that the pasuk cannot be read literally and raises the tricky issue of ‘chayecha kodmin’
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We saw above that the chiyuv of Ahavat Reim is essentially negative:- not to act towards others in a way that one would
not want to be treated. There is however a kivum of the mitzvah min Hatorah by acting in any way which shows chesed
to others. In addition, Chazal created new chiyuvim miderabbanan to do chesed in certain situations - e.g. hachnasat
orchim, bikur cholim etc.
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The Torah includes a mitzvah to be close to G-d and to ‘stick to Him’
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The Gemara wants to know how a person can get close to G-d who is a ‘burning fire’. The answer is to imitate Him in
the way He acts towards us
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The Rambam describes the mitzvah of imitating G-d.
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There is also a mitzvah of acting ‘Yashar Vetov’ - doing the right thing because it makes sense even if you could find a
technical justification in halacha for doing what you really feel would be wrong.
So it emerges that the mitzvah of doing chesed will depend on your the kavana. It could be Ahavat Reim (if one is doing
the chesed out of an underlying concern for the person - hence ‘ahavah’) or it could be Vehalachta Bedrachav (if one is
trying to get closer to G-d by imitating him) or it could be V'asita Hayashar Vehatov (if it feels like the right thing to do)
or it could be all three. But it could be nome................] /

3 e yw

APYIY NPN) T VI PITN N N YWD N TP 71202 PIN T3 M N9 oo 20.

490 07127
The Torah apparently promises that there will be no poverty in the land ....
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.... yet a few verses later declares that there will never be a shortage of poor people!
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If there is only enough water to save one of them, Ben Petura says that they share the water and both die. R. Akiva says
you drink all of the water and live and the other will die. But which opinion does the halacha follow?
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Rambam rules that the obligation to give tzedaka is only to the extent that you can ‘afford’ it. R. Moshe Feinstein sees
this as the Rambam ruling like R. Akiva - your needs take precedence.
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Your essential needs (W9 »N) come before those of others - even the greater needs of others. But what is ‘essential’?
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But if one always places themselves first they will never give tzedaka. So Chazal expect you to find a balance between
your financial, emotional and psychological needs and giving of your money, your time and yourself to others
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The Shulchan Aruch rules that your needs come first BUT you are required to go ‘beyond the letter of the law’ and do
chesed at your own expense
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