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THE HALACHIC PARAMETERS OF HAIR COVERING
FOR MARRIED WOMEN
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A] HEAD AND HAIR COVERING - THE ISSUES

e The status of the halacha - Dat Moshe and Dat Yehudit

* How much hair must be covered and where on the head?

» What type of covering is acceptable? Are wigs a legitimate covering?
o In which locations must hair be covered - public, private?

o The status of a Kallah at the wedding?

B] THE TORAH SOURCE
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The head (note: it does not say hair) of the sotah was uncovered in public
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Rashi gives two derivations for the halacha: (a) uncovering the woman'’s hair is designed to be a public humiliation and
thus we can infer that covering the hair in public is dignified; and (b) the need to uncover the hair of the married woman
implies that married women’s hair was generally covered. Thus, the root of this issur is not a ‘gezeirat hakatuv’ but is
closely linked with the concept of public dignity. The mitzvah comes to indicate that a certain status in society brings
certain obligations of dress. The head is one example and this will certainly include other parts of the body
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Chazal learn here from the parsha of Sotah that women should cover their hair and bring a support to this halacha from
the story of Tamar

C] DAT YEHUDIT AND THE TALMUDIC SOURCE
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The gemara first suggests that hair covering is an example of Dat Yehudit, which would imply it is a rabbinic law'. This
is immediately challenged - hair covering is a Torah law! The gemara clarifies that a ‘kalta’ covers the hair sufficiently
to satisfy the Torah law requirement, but is not acceptable in public due to Dat Yehudit. It may however be acceptable in
a semi-private setting and certainly in the home (when indeed no covering at all may be acceptable - see below)

* Head covering is presented as a halacha min HaTorah. It is not specifically listed as one of the 613 mitzvah, however it
is common for Torah halachot to be learnt from pesukim even thought they are not listed as independent mitzvot’
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The commentaries understand that the Gemara designates 3 separate areas for the purposes of hair covering - (a) ‘shuk’
i.e. a fully public area, in which hair covering is a Torah requirement (kalta is sufficient min haTorah but Dat Yehudit
requires more),; (b) inside the ‘chatzer’ i.e. a fully private area, in which it appears from this source (although we will see
other sources below) there is no requirement to cover hair; and (c) ‘between the chatzerot in an alleyway’, in which hair
must be covered to a basic degree (kalta is sufficient)

DWPI3 ©IIIDL ISP 5D 1977 13 DWPII Y399 PHE N3N .50 HIDE N3N £ N3ND MIDE IS0 £ (1"D) MVEINI INH 6.
N3N 1T 13
Ay MAIND N'2A0MD PN

The designation of ‘chatzer’ and ‘mavoi’ are not based on their construction or mechitzot (as in hilchot Shabbat), but
rather on how public they are. The shuk is open to and generally contains public traffic. A mavoi is open to the public
but less travelled. A chatzer, by definition, is not open to general public traffic but people may still walk into it. It is not
the same as a fully private room in a house (see Rav Moshe Feinstein below)

D] THE HALACHA

NIV INY NIV ORI NNAD NIMN IRYAY 517527 RIM IUNT UNT TN Y797 DNIT XN RDIYINT Y179 NUND 7.
P - IEH PIDID) MON M) NNYPA YOX TPTIN NTHOMIT POY NNOPA RIMNNT ININY NN NN 27 NN WK
("9 905 H53 "BH PN BT "BH NI HY N3) D399 M3

0 Y0 ¥ PII MAINI U'NY
The Rosh rules the Gemara that hair covering in the shuk is D Oraita and that kalta alone is not sufficient. However, it
would appear that in the chatzer even a kalta is not required (see below)
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The Rambam rules that hair covering in public is Dat Moshe
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The Rambam rules that all women (married and non-married!) must cover their hair in public
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Many poskim rule that this obligation is min Hatorah, which certainly fits with the wording of the Gemara

1. Although potentially still a Torah breach of tzniut - see previous shiurim
2. See for example Rambam Hilchot Kilayim 9:11
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Mishna Berura clearly rules that hair covering in public is a Torah obligation. This is also the view of most Acharonim,
including more recently Rav Ovadia Yosef and Rav Moshe Feinstein’

E] UNMARRIED WOMEN
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Following the Rambam, the Shulchan Aruch rules that all women must cover their hair in public
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Nevertheless, the mefarshim on S.A. understand that this relate to widows and divorcees
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Rav Moshe Feinstein rules that the obligation for a widow or divorcee to cover her hair is Dat Yehudit and may therefore
be waived in certain pressing circumstances’

F] HOW MUCH HAIR MUST BE COVERED
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The Rashba, in his commentary on the Talmud, rules that parts of a woman’s hair which come out of her braids and thus
cannot be covered, are not considered an erva’. It is not clear from this description precisely how much, and which, hair
this refers to
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The Zohar insists that NO hair must be showing

3. There is a minority position in the Rishonim that public hair covering is a rabbinic prohibition. The Shulchan Aruch, unlike the Rambam, lists public hair covering as a Dat Yehudit
and not a Dat Moshe. Nevertheless the position of the Acharonim has generally been that the prohibition is deOraita.

4. Mori VeRebbi Rav Yitzchak Berkovits raises the point that since hair covering is critically linked to the dignity of the individual, there may be circumstances in which a senior woman
who had never been married may be required (if not in the letter of the law then at least within the spirit) to cover her hair. By the same token, it may be asked if a very ‘junior’ girl
divorced at a young age is still required to cover her hair. Naturally, in all practical circumstances a posek should be consulted

5. The purpose here is not to define hair covering as based on the concept of erva. On the contrary, erva is defined as a consequence of those areas which must otherwise be covered.
The point here is that there are, according to this view, parts of the hair which need not be covered.
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This is brought by the Magen Avraham as the appropriate practice
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The Chatam Sofer writes that, even thought the Talmud permits some hair to be showing, the prevailing minhag in his
times and locale (when many women shaved their entire head) was that no hair would ever be revealed. In these
circumstances he rules that the minhag based on kabbala will override the halacha as set out in the Talmud
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Rav Moshe Feinstein famously rules’ that although it is commendable for women to cover all hair in accordance with the
Chatam Sofer, a woman who wishes to be lenient and uncover some hair is not to be considered to be acting

inappropriately. Rav Moshe sets the maximum hair which may be showing as one square tefach - 2 fingers width across
the whole head’

G] HAIR COVERING IN PRIVATE
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The Darche Moshe (R. Moshe Isserlis) brings the example of Kimchit who never uncovered her hair, even in the privacy
of her home
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The Bach states that it is assur for a woman to uncover her hair, even in her ‘chatzer’
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The Magen Avraham brings the Zohar we saw above which does not permit any hair to be shown

6. This psak of Rav Moshe was very controversial. Some poskim understand that it was only given as a bedieved, and indeed Rav Moshe does state that it is ‘appropriate’ for women to
be strict (although this is not quite the same as ‘bedieved’). Some poskim consider that Rav Moshe’s leniency was never intended to apply in public

7. Rav Moshe learns that, since the obligation of hair covering is learnt from the Sotah, the amount of uncovered hair which constitutes the Torah prohibition must be equivalent to the
amount of hair uncovered by the Cohen. We do not have a ‘shiur’ for this, although Rav Moshe assumes it to be approaching ‘most of the head’. Since we see the shiur of tefach
applied in the halachot of erva for uncovered hair (see below) Rav Moshe also sets the limits of publicly uncovered hair at a tefach. Some poskim disagreed with Rav Moshe on this
and it is in principle possible to learn the relevant shiurim differently. In ALL cases, Dat Yehudit will of course apply on top of any ‘shiurim’ which may be leamt out of the Sotah
sugya.
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The Mishna Berura rules in accordance with the stricter opinion
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Rav Moshe rejects the strict position. The ‘chatzer’ mentioned by the Bach is not entirely private - people enter without
permission. As for the Chatam Sofer’s extension to a fully private room, Rav Moshe rejects this as a chumra which is not
practiced

H] WIGS AS HAIR COVERING
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Rav Ovadia Yosef rules that sheitels are prohibited. Even if one can point to great women in previous generations who
wore wigs, they were nothing like as attractive as wigs today. He is very concerned for the ma’arit ayin that other people
will not realize that these women are covering their hair. Thus women should be strongly encouraged to wear a hat or
scarf
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Rav Moshe is not concerned for the ma’arit ayin since sheitels are clearly identifiable from closer up. We cannot create
a new issur where Chazal were not strict and thus a woman may not be criticized for wearing a sheitel
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217. The difference between a sheite/and a kerchief is the following: It is easy to take off a kerchief, which is not the case with a
sheitel When one is at a gathering and wears a sheite/, then even if President Eisenhower were to enter the room she would
not take off the sheite/. This is not so with a kerchief which can easily be taken off. In the past the custom was to cut off the
hair. Later on the custom spread of wearing a sheitel. Wearing a sheitelis especially appropriate now, when one can obtain a
sheitelin various shades, which looks even nicer than one's own hair. Let the woman ponder this matter. It doesn't take an
hour or even a half-hour of contemplation. Why doesn't she really want to wear a sheite/but only a kerchief: because she
knows that a sheite/cannot be taken off when she is walking in the street or is at a gathering, while a kerchief can be moved
all the way up and sometimes taken off entirely, as known from practice. It is possible that she will say that she will wear a
kerchief properly. If she does so, then surely itis well. But experience has shown that this is not the case.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson WX 0% W20 MYNS: NN .N'OYN "2 YIN 'O

Poskim disgree as to the halachic status of real hair sheitels and even sheitels made from the woman’s own hair
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Chazal added to the Torah level ervah a list of Rabbinic ervot in front of which Torah and tefillah etc are prohibited.
These are based on verses in Tanach and include: * a Tefach (8-10 cm/ 3%-4% inches) exposed in a place which is
normally covered;  any area exposed on the thigh (above the knee), * the voice of a woman; * the hair of a woman
(which the poskim understand to mean only an married woman,).

This halacha principally relates to men, in terms of their davening and berachot etc, and does NOT directly define the
halachot of required hair covering. Nevertheless, all people should be sensitive to and conscious of lifnei iver issues and,
on that basis, women should also be aware of such matters. Even where uncovering hair is permitted (and certainly
when it is not!) women should consider whether a further sensitivity to lifnei iver is required

The psak of the Aruch Hashulchan (19C Russia) was that since so many women did not cover their hair (against the
halacha!) men could be lenient where necessary and daven/say berachot in front of uncovered hair (which they were
used to seeing and thus was not arousing). Poskim are divided on whether one can rely on this. Rav Moshe is lenient.

J] A KALLAH
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