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CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES FROM THE

SECOND TEMPLE PERIOD
3 - THE SEALING OF TANACH
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A] THE BOOKS OF TANACH
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* How many books are there in Tanach according to this source?
* Are they in the same order as our Tanach?
* Who decided which books were included in Tanach and which were excluded??
* Some books were excluded from Tanach. What caused their exclusion?
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* When do sources 3 and 4 date from?3
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See also Rabbi Dr. Leiman’s PhD thesis published as The Canonization of Hebrew Scripture by Sid Z. Leiman (Second Ed 1991, Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences). In
general, many of Rabbi Leiman’s excellent shiurim are available for free download on YUTorah. Many of his articles are available free at www.leimanlibrary.com/ .

2. From the commentary of R’ Moshe Ibn Gikatilla (Spain, 11th C) on Tehillim 137.

3. Note that there are many other sources from this period that attest to 24 books in the Tanach. There are also books referred to in Tanach which do not themselves appear to form
part of Tanach eg Sefer HaYashar (Yehoshua 10:13 and Shmuel 2 1:18), Sefer Milchamot Hashem (Bamidbar 21:14), Sefer Divrei HaYamim LeMalchei Yehuda/Yisrael (not the
same as our Divrei HaYamim). There are also many books refered to in our Divrei HaYamim which may be references to previous parts of Nevi'im.
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* What is the essential difference between Torah, Nevi’im and Ketuvim?
* How was it decided which books fit in which sections?
* Which books of the Ketuvim were actually written by Nevi'im? Why are they therefore not in Nevi'im?
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* Why is Tanach called ‘Torah’, ‘Nevi’im’ and ‘Ketuvim'?
* What does ‘Torah’ mean?
* |f the book is named after the contents, why is Nevi'im not called ‘Nevu’ah’ or ‘Nevu’ot’?
* Why is Torah not also called ‘Nevuah’?
* What is special about the written nature of ‘Ketuvim’? All the books of Tanach are written down? Why not call them all ‘Ketuvim’?4

7. .... | must now describe the different degrees of prophecy .....

(2) The second degree is this: A person feels as if something came upon him, and as if he had received a new power that encourages
him to speak. ..... all this he does while awake, and in the full possession of his senses. Such a person is said to speak by the holy
spirit (ruach hakodesh) . David composed the Psalms, and Solomon the Book of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon
by this spirit; also Daniel, Job, Chronicles, and the rest of the Hagiographa were written in this holy spirit; therefore they are called
Ketuvim (Writings, or Written), i.e., written by men inspired by the holy spirit. Our Sages mention this expressly concerning the Book
of Esther. In reference to such holy spirit, David says: "The spirit of the Lord spoke in me, and his word is on my tongue" (2 Sam.
23:2); i.e., the spirit of the Lord caused him to utter these words.

...... For this reason the nation desired to place the book of Daniel among the Hagiographa, and not among the Prophets. | have,
therefore, pointed out to you, that the prophecy revealed to Daniel and Solomon, although they saw an angel in the dream, was not
considered by them as a perfect prophecy, but as a dream containing correct information. They belonged to the class of men that
spoke, inspired by the ruach ha-kodesh - ‘the holy spirit’. Also in the order of the holy writings, no distinction is made between the
books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Daniel, Psalms, Ruth, and Esther - they are all written by divine inspiration. The authors of all these
books are called prophets in the more general sense of the term.

Moreh Nevuchim 2:45
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* Given this distinction between Nevuah and Ruach Hakodesh, how do we understand lyov, Rut and Eicha? Which parts of Tanach are
they in?4
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* This Tehilla was said by David - is it Nevuah or Ruach Hakodesh?+

4. These questions are all asked by the Abarbanel in his introduction to the book of Yehoshua
to download more shiurim and source sheets visit www.rabbimanning.com
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* According to halacha, do sifrei Nevi’im have a higher level of kedusha than Ketuvim?

» Abarbanel answers that Nevi’im and Ketuvim have the same level of kedusha and inspiration. BUT Torah, Nevi’im and Ketuvim have
three different functions. Nevi'im were sent to address the Jewish people with a direct spoken message. Ketuvim is wisdom literature
which is to instruct the Jewish people.
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* What are the 3 kinds of material in Tanach? What are their different functions?
* How for example does Divrei Hayamim relate to Sefer Melachim?
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* What (in this context) is the ‘kabbalah’?
* How does it fit with Torah, Neviim and Ketuvim?
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B] WHEN WAS TANACH 'CANONIZED"?

B1] TORAH AS A UNIT

* How do we know when a book become ‘canonized’? What would be a good test?
* ‘Quotability’ - Nevi'im often quote Torah®.
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5. ‘Torat Moshe’ is referred to many times throughout Nach, eg Yehoshua 8:31-32, 23:6, Melachim 1 2:3, Melachim 2 23:25, Melachi 3:32, Daniel 9:11, 9:13, Ezra 3:2, 7:6,
Nechemia 8:1, Divrei HaYamim 2 23:18, 30:16, 34:14. We also find many mentions throughout Nach of mitzvot which form part of the Torah. On the other hand, there are many
instances in Nach where mitzvot are not mentioned in situations that one would expect such a mention. There are also many instances where behavior of religiously positive figures
in Tanach seems to clearly breach Torah mitzvot. For a more detailed analysis of mitzvot observance throughout the Tanach period see - ‘HaMesora beBayit Rishon’, in particular
Appendix 4 - http://www.rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2014,/10/Mekorot-HaTorah-5775-Shiur-10-Transmission-of-Torah-and-Mesorah-in-the-First-Temple-From-Moshe-to-Ezra.pdf
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B2] NEVI'IM AS A UNIT

When are the Nevi'im first quoted as authoritative texts?

* Ben Sira¢ (190BCE) quotes many of the Nevi’im?, but NOT the Ketuvim

20. Seeing that many and great things have been given to us through the Law and the Prophets and the others that followed them,
for which reason it is necessary to commend Israel for education and wisdom ... my grandfather, since he had given himself
increasingly both to the reading of the Law and the Prophets and other ancestral books .... was led to compose something
pertaining to education and wisdom .... [he then deals with issues of translation into Greek]. And not only in this case, but
also in the case of the Law itself and the Prophets and the rest of the books the difference is not small when these are
expressed in their own language

Prologue to the Wisdom of Ben Sira
¢ Many Jewish scholars8 understand that the final canonization of the books of Tanach took place in the mid Second Temple period, at

the time of the Chashmonaim
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¢ We have books of Ketuvim in the Dead Sea Scrolls®

B3] KETUVIM AS A UNIT
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6. Shimon ben Yeshua ben Eliezer ben Sira lived in Alexandria, Egypt in the 2nd Century BCE in the generation after Shimon HaTzadik. Chochmat Ben Sira (also called
‘Ecclesiasticus’), originally written in Hebrew, comprises ethical teachings inspired by his father. It was translated into Greek by his grandson, who added a prologue. For further
information see the Jewish Encyclopedia entry on Sirach (1906 edition available free online).

7. See Sirah 44-50 and his ‘Praise of Famous Men’ in which he describes at length the lives of many of the Nevi'im.

See Rabbi Leiman’s book referred to above.

9. Although that does not necessarily indicate that they were yet a ‘cannon’.
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* When did these debates take place?
* Are they debating if these books should be included in the Tanach or are something else?
* What are the halachic implications for a sefer to be included as ‘Sifrei Kodesh’?

C] SEFARIM HACHITZONIM
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* What is the problem with Sefarim HaChitzonim?
* Are they all heretical? Are some of them?
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» What is prohibited concerning ‘Sefarim HaChitzonim'12 such as Ben Sira? Public reading or private?
» Which books are included in this category?
* Is the halacha according to R’ Akiva?

10. Pnei Moshe comments that we do not know what this book is, but it was known to Chazal as ©52an »a71
11. Homer
12. See Appendix
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30.

* |s it still a da’at yachid?
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* How does this connect the issur of Sefarim Hachitzonim to the general issue of the canonization of Tanach?

31.
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* What are the implications of the status of ‘not being metamei yadayim’?
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* Who was ‘Elisha Acher’ and what happened to him?
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* Much of the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha were preserved by the early Christian church, copied multiple times and translated into
other languages eg. Greek, Slavic, Ethiopic. Also, Christian glosses were added to them by subsequent generations. As such, many of
the books are not considered to be reliable from a Torah perspective
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* Would the other books of the Apocrypha be called v P31 »190?
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D] THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS

* Discovered 1947

¢ Qumran Sect broke away from the main Jewish community in Jerusalem towards the end of the 2nd temple period

* Mostly of Sadducean or Essene origin

* Nearly one thousand text fragments and longer scrolls uncovered dating from between around 400 BCE and 300 CE

* In Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, and Nabataean

* Divided into three general groups: (1) 40% copies of texts from the Tanach (2) 30% of them are texts from the Second Temple Period
Apocrypha eg Enoch, Jubilees, Tobit, Ben Sirah; (3) 30% sectarian manuscripts

* Of the Qumran texts which appear to have been brought in from outside the sect, a very high proportion (around 80%) match the
standard Biblical (Masoretic) Text very closely

* Recently digitized on-line: www.deadseascrolls.org.il/home
¢ |n the Shrine of the Book - Israel Museum

13. Areference to the Apocryphal book of Susanna, but actually a quote from the Apocryphal book of Judith 1:8
14. Areference to the Apocryphal book, the Wisdom of Solomon
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BOOKS EXCLUDED FROM TANACH

APPENDIX

APOCRYPHA

1702

Def: Works fromthe Second Temple Period in a style and tone similarto biblical books and included inthe Septuagintin

Alexandria

Prayer of Manasseh

1 Esdras (3 Ezra)

2 Esdras (4 Ezra)

1 Maccabees

2 Maccabees

3 Maccabees

Psalm 151

Tobit

Judith

Esther(10:4-16:24)

Song of the Three Young Men in the Furnace
Story of Susanna (Daniel 13)

Bel and the Dragon

Baruch and the Letter of Jeremiah
Wisdom of Solomon

Wisdom of Ben Sirah - Ecclesiasticus

PSEUDEPIGRAPHA

Def: Works fromthe Second Temple Period and notincluded inthe Septuagint

Ethiopic Book of Enoch (1 Enoch)
Slavonic Book of Enoch (2 Enoch)
Book of Jubilees

Assumption of Moses

Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs
Letter of Aristeas

4 Maccabees
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