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CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES FROM THE
SECOND TEMPLE PERIOD
2 - THE MISSING 168 YEARS
`iypd zqpk zia

A] TRADITIONAL JEWISH CHRONOLOGY - SEDER OLAM (S.O.)
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• From the defeat of Bavel by Persia to the Greek period = 52 years
• These 52 years span 3 Persian +1 Medean king
• Second Temple was built in 351 BCE and destroyed in 69 CE = 420 years
• Second Temple period of 420 years = 34 Persian + 386 Greek/Hasmonean/Roman
• This year is 5776

B] ACADEMIC CONVENTIONAL CHRONOLOGY (C.C.)
• From the defeat of Bavel by Persia to the Greek period = 207 years
• These 207 years span 10 Persian kings
• Second Temple was built in 520 BCE and destroyed in 69 CE = 589 years
• Second Temple period of 589 years = 188 Persian and 401 Greek/Hasmonean/Roman
• Is this year is 5944?

C] RESOLUTION 1 - S.O. IS CORRECT AND C.C. IS INCORRECT
• Mesorah of Chazal - confidence in Talmudic tradition
• Relevance to Jewish calendar - clend oeayg
• Irrelevance of scientific data - unreliable? unimportant? awareness of data?
• Could the CC have been purposely adjusted?
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C1] RAV SAADIA GAON - CHRISTIAN MANIPULATION

11.

I have found, then, that the advocates [of the Christian doctrine] had no other means [of supporting their theory] except the
contention that an addition is to be made in the chronological calculation. They maintain, namely, that the government of the
Persians over Palestine existed for a period of something like 300 years before that of the Greeks and that the number of their
kings during this period was seventeen. However, I have refuted this contention on their part from the text of the book of
Daniel itself, [pointing out] that it was impossible that between the time of the government of Babylon and that of the Greeks
more than four Persian kings should have ruled over Palestine. .....
These are, then, the arguments that may be offered in refutation of the doctrine of the Christians, aside from the objections to
be raised against their theory of the suspension of the laws of the Torah and those that might be urged against them on the
subject of the Unity of God, and other matters, which cannot properly be presented in this book. The eight treatise has hereby
been complete
Emunot V’Deot, Chapter 9 ‘Treatise of Redemption’ (pg 322 Yale English Edition)
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§i
t :mnŸ
¥ WÎlr© KY© Y¦ dv̈x¡
¨g¤pe§ d¨lM̈Îcr© e§ mnŸ
¥ Wn§ mivET
¦ W¦ s©pM§ lr© e§ dg̈§pnE
¦ ga¤
©f

12.

fk-ck h l`ipc

Daniel’s prophecy here is based on 70 sets of 7. This is the foundation of the 490 years from the destruction of the First
Temple to the destruction of the Second Temple. According to the Gemara (in the uncensored versions!) Yeshu HaNotzri
was the student of Yehoshua b. Perachia, who lived around 150 years before the conventional Christian chronology. Rav
Saadia suggests that the calendar was manipulated to bring the Christian narrative in line with the 490 year prophecy of
Daniel.
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C2] RABBI ALEXANDER HOOL - GREEK MANIPULATION
Rabbi Hool, in an extremely detailed new book on the issues, argues from hundreds of academic sources that in fact
much of the Persian period ran at the SAME TIME as the early Greek period. Thus the two time-scales run concurrently.
Conventional Chronology has Alexander the Great defeating Darius III and ending the Persian Empire. In fact, Rabbi
Hool argues that Alexander defeated Darius I and the Persian Empire limped on for many years after that. Thus many of
the Persian kings referred to in the conventional records are far later than most people think. He claims that the Greek
establishment manipulated the records to show the total destruction of Persia, perhaps for political reasons or with a
religious agenda in order to discredit the prophecies of Daniel which also talk about the end of the Greek empire. It is
generally accepted that records were subject to manipulation in the ancient world. Rabbi Hool’s suggestions are
however speculative, but his evidence is thorough and it will be interesting to see if his work is subjected to academic
analysis

D] RESOLUTION 2 - C.C. IS CORRECT AND S.O. IS INCORRECT
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• Other possible ways of reading S.O. - midrashic?
• Textual variations of S.O.?
• Is it relevant to the halachic Jewish calendar?
• The scientific data for C.C. is very strong irrefutable and verifiable - Greek and Roman historian, Persian cuneiform, astronomic data
• Did Chazal have access to data?
• Other opinions in Chazal which do not follow S.O. (nor C.C.)
• Orthodox thinkers - Rishonim and Acharonim - who have not followed S.O. 1

E] RESOLUTION 3 - C.C. IS CORRECT AND S.O. WAS CONSCIOUSLY ADJUSTED
E1] RABBI SHIMON SCHWAB - MESSIANIC MANIPULATIONS
See attached sheets. Rabbi Schwab suggests that the 168 years were consciously removed from the Jewish calendar in
order to obscure the date for the coming of Mashiach
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E2] EPSTEIN/DICKMAN/WILAMOWSKY - 2000 YEARS OF TORAH
In this article, the authors suggest that the SO chronology was adjusted to ensure that the ‘2000 years of Torah’ would
come to an end at the formation of the Mishna
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16.

dxez mitl` ipy d'c my u'ari zedbd
1. Mitchel First’s book (see Further Reading below) gives a comprehensive account of over 100 different Jewish responses on this issue! He lists a number of respected orthodox
thinkers who take different positions. These include: (i) some who follow the C.C. without even mentioned S.O., such as R. Hertz in his Chumash, R. Shlomo Riskin, and R. Emmanuel
Rackman; (ii) some who quote both systems, without deciding in either direction, such as R. Aryeh Kaplan and R. Ya’akov Meidan; (iii) some who consider that SO is not to be taken
literally, such as R. Mordechai Breuer and ; (iv) many who reject C.C. and uphold S.O. It is interesting to note that the Da’at Mikrah Tanach published by Mossad HaRav adopts C.C.
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18.

We suggest that the Chachamim were concerned about the acceptance of the Mishnah. To ensure its unequivocal adoption,
they wanted the completion of the Mishnah to occur approximately 2000 years after the start of the Torah period. In this way
they were promulgating that the 2000 year interval sandwiched between Avraham at age 52 and the completion of the
Mishnah represented the era of Torah, and that the Mishnah punctuated the end of this creative Torah period. It also meant
that the amoraim who were to follow would not be included in the creative period of Torah. If this meant chronologically
shortchanging the time of the Second Temple, so be it. The author of the chronology .... was Rebbe Yosi bar Chalafta, Rebbe’s
teacher. The idea for the Mishnah did not start with Rebbe, but rather came to complete fruition with him.
A Y2K Solution to the Chronology Problem, Epstein, Dickman and Wilamovsky - Hakira Journal Vol 3 p.80

E3] RABBI MENACHEM LEIBTAG - ADJUSTMENT TO CONNECT JEWISH YEARS WITH MINYAN SHTAROT
Rabbi Liebtag suggests that Seder Olam adjusted the Jewish chronology so that, the Minyan Shtarot count would be
exactly 1000 years after Yetziat Mitzrayim. That way, when the Jews used the Greek count, they would effectively also be
counting from the Exodus (plus 1000 years)

19.

In the last two weeks we presented Seder Olam Rabbah and its chronology. We showed how its approach to texts and history
reveals a consistent methodology, if it does not match conventional dating. With all that we mentioned above, there still must
be a reason why Seder Olam skipped so much. While it is a minimalist work, there still should be justification for this course of
action. Several suggestions are given, and we will present two that seem to be the most compelling. .....
The first answer has to do with Minyan Shetarot, also known as the Seleucid era or the Anno Graecorum (“Greek year”). This is
the dating system that Jews accepted in the latter half of the Second Temple period. This count began in what we today refer to
as 312 BCE. During this year was fought the Battle of Gaza, leading to Seleucus’s successful conquering of Babylonia. The
Greeks decided that this year would be “Year One.” Along with the Seleucid Empire and other Hellenistic civilizations, the Jews
adopted the system. Throughout the Talmud there is evidence of documents being dated with respect to this year.
At first glance the year 312 BCE is not especially significant for Jewish history. The Vilna Gaon points out, though, that as per
the Seder Olam calculation, 313 BCE (the effective “Year Zero”) is found to be exactly 1,000 years after Yetziat Mitzrayim
(2448)! Because of Seder Olam, the Seleucid year was effectively sanctified. A document dated with this count to the 45th
year, for example, suddenly became synonymous with 1,045 years since Yetziat Mitzrayim. Support for this can be found in the
line at the end of Seder Olam, ‘UVeGolah Kotevin BiShtarot LeMinyan Yevanim Alfa’ - ‘and in the exile they write on Shetarot of
the Greek count (Minyan Shetarot) - One Thousand’
http://sabbahillel.blogspot.co.il/2015/05/rabbi-leibtag-shiurim-hebrew-calendar.html2

E4] RABBI MENACHEM LEIBTAG - ADJUSTMENT TO HIDE THE FAILURE OF JEWS TO RETURN TO ZION

20.

Another apparent justification for Seder Olam’s skipping over 165 years is the assumption that years without Jewish progress,
particularly in the context of the second Beit HaMikdash, are effectively removed from Jewish history, as they are not worthy to have
existed. This notion can explain the three sets of years which we have shown to be skipped over by Seder Olam. ......
Moving slightly forward in history, modern history reveals that the Purim story probably took place after the Second Beit HaMikdash
was already built ..... Rather than leaving the exile even after the Beit HaMikdash’s construction, Jews were living and thriving in
Shushan HaBirah. The Pasuk ‘Ish Yehudi Hayah BeShushan HaBirah UShemo Mordechai’ - ‘There was a certain Jew in Shushan the
capital, whose name was Mordechai’ (Esther 2:5), should be read with shock rather than with pride! Mordechai is a leader in
Persian politics when his nation has the ability to return to Israel. Even his name is derived from the Persian deity Marduk.
...... By moving Achashveirosh from after Daryavesh to before Daryavesh (see previous installments to understand how this was
possible), the years of Jewish history when the Jews failed to return to Israel were effectively erased from the count.
Even well after the Mikdash was built, though, Jewish history failed to significantly progress toward the Divine goal. The Mikdash is
completed in Year 6 of Daryavesh (Ezra 6:15), after which Jewish life was weak and leaderless for several decades until Ezra’s ascent
in Year 7 of Artachshasta (Ezra 7:7).

2. Note that this is a version of Rabbi Leibtag’s shiur written up by students. The specific wording is not approved by Rabbi Leibtag’s and thus may not fully reflect his intentions
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For thematic reasons, the book of Ezra closes the gap on these years in which there was no progress. Seder Olam takes the next step
and makes it that these years never existed. Seder Olam puts these two dates immediately next to each other, thus skipping nearly
60 years of history. Again, the purpose of this skip was to demonstrate that years in which Jewish history stalemated are not worthy
to have existed. According to Seder Olam, they effectively did not.
Seder Olam’s goal may not be primarily to give a comprehensive and precise history of all time, but rather to use history as a tool for
teaching. The book assumes that its readers were aware of history. Likely, they knew when exactly the Purim story happened. Given
this, it does not need to match up with secular dating. On the contrary, its adjusting of chronology not only remains loyal to the literal
sense of the canonized texts, it also yields two tremendous benefits – making Yetziat Mitzrayim be the point of reference for all
Jewish dating, and (on a more subtle level) teaching an important lesson about Ge’ulah and the goals of the Jewish future, what
needs to happen next.
ibid
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21.
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F] FINAL THOUGHTS ON AGENDAS

22.

A peculiar problem arises regarding the dating of events in this early part of Jewish history. Baldly put, it is very difficult to
reconcile the generally accepted systems of historical dating - and therefore the times of certain events within the system with the traditional Jewish system of dating those very events. .....
I have nothing new to add to the debate regarding this problem. I accept the traditional Jewish system of dating the events of
this period, and thus in this book, the First Temple’s destruction is dated not 516 BCE but 423 BCE .... It is the combination of
my faith in the collective memory of the Jewish people and the convenience of following such a dating system that has led me
to adopt this time sequence system in this book.
There is actually a major philosophical undercurrent involved in this matter. In my opinion, this conflict regarding the historical
dating of the beginning of the Second Commonwealth is representative of a deeper issue of faith which lies at the core of
differing perspectives of Jewish history. ..... History, unlike mathematics and other exact sciences, always contains a bit of
error, bias, misinformation, disinformation and selective reporting. Yet somehow there always emerges from this inexact
subject called history a clear and informative pattern of civilizations rising and falling, of shifting circumstances of life and
events, of changing directions and value systems. The existence of some discrepancies or conflicting evidence, therefore, is a
‘problem’, but it does not refute the entire structure. So too in the traditional Jewish chronology.
... Nevertheless, almost with a perverse glee, secular Jewish historians, and many non-Jewish historians, upon encountering
problems such as this 166-year Second Commonwealth discrepancy, have rejected as inauthentic and inaccurate the entire
traditional and Talmudic-oriented view of Jewish history.
One’s view of Jewish history depends upon one's own personal agenda of life. Therefore, people of faith and belief, who view
the Jewish story in its miraculous totality, will walk upon the paths of the Lord, and will be able to live with the apparent
inconsistencies, inexact recollections and the possibility of particular factual errors which, nonetheless, in no way change the
overall story of God and Israel. But Jews fleeing from their heritage, frightened of their past and unsure of the future, rejecting
the notion of Providence in the affairs of humans, will naturally fall and trip upon discovering any inexactitude and
discrepancy in traditional sources. The great Yiddish aphorism about life in general is that 'noone dies because of a
contradiction’. If only this would be the attitude toward Jewish history as well.
Rabbi Berel Wein, Echoes of Glory pp(x-xi)

G] FURTHER READING
• Jewish History in Conflict, Mitchel First, 1997
• The Challenge of Jewish History, Alexander Hool, 2015
• A Y2K Solution to the Chronology Problem, Epstein, Dickman and Wilomovsky - Hakira Journal Vol 3 p.674
• Universal Jewish History, Philip Biberfeld, 1948
• Comparative Jewish Chronology, Rabbi Shimon Schwab, Ateret Tzvi Jubilee Volume in honor of Rabbi Joseph Breuer (Feldheim
1962) p177 and Epilogue in Selected Speeches p281
• Fixing the History Books, Dr Chaim S Heifetz5
3. Rav Dovid Tzvi Hoffman saw this as a possible hint to the missing years
4. Available for download at - http://www.hakirah.org/Vol%203%20Epstein.pdf
5. Available at http://www.simpletoremember.com/other/History166.htm
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