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CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES FROM THE

SECOND TEMPLE PERIOD
1 - KTAV IVRI AND KTAV ASHURI

N)VIN NV H2

A] BACKGROUND TO KTAV IVRI

* The Egyptians and Sumerians developed complex writing systems by 3000 BCE based on logograms - where a sign stands for a specific word or syllable.

* Around 2000 BCE the Egyptians developed an alphabetic system for writing foreign (usually Semitic) words, but never applied it to Egyptian.

* Around 1700 BCE this Egyptian acrophonic alphabet system was adopted by the Caananites for their own language. All contemporary alphabets stem
from this original Caananite alphabet of 22 letters. This caused an explosion of literacy!

* All Ancient Hebrew was written in Katv Ivri. The oldest Hebrew found dates from around 1000 BCE on the Qeiyafa Ostracont and the Gezer Calander2. Ktav
Ashuri is only found much later (from around 500 BCE). The Assyrians originally used Acadian but as they moved West into Aram they adopted Aramaic,
which had an alphabet, and changed the font, making it more ‘block’ and easier to read. Ktav Ashuriwas then used in Israel from around the time of Ezra.
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Gezer Calendar - 1000 BCE

1. Discovered in 2008 near Ramat Bet Shemesh
2. Discovered in Tel Gezer in 1908 and displayed in the Museum of the Ancient Orieint, in Istanbul (together with the Siloam Inscription)
3. Note the changes in the order of some letter. The Abecedary dates to around 1050 BCE
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B] THE TALMUDIC SOURCES - 3 OPINIONS
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* According to each view, what script was the ORIGINAL Torah given in?
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Ap nav
* Which of the 3 opinions in the Gemara above does this support? Which luchot is this source referring to? First, second or both?
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* What does the ayin look like in Ktav Ashuri?
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C] THE RISHONIM - 4 SHITTOT
C1] THE GEONIM & THE RAMBAM
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C2] THE RITVA
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15.

A D0 K200 WD

* Does this Ritva fit only some or all of the opinions seen in the Gemara above?

* According to the Ritva, which script was used on the luchot? Which script was used for the original sifrei Torah
» Which script has final letters? When were they forgotten?

* Sowhat in the end did Ezra restore/innovate?

C3] SEFER HAIKARIM

YNMYN AN DN 1IN MY NI ININY TN ,DXI2T MW 1T WY TV NDINID 90T MVYYD IND 9220 1DY IWNRD
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16.
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* Which of the 3 opinions is the Sefer Halkarim inclined to follow?

PO MHNMONY 121DV 117 NYT 290 10 MINRY IWONR ,DTMY PN DI MMV THD) 0" D7 1dMIT INRY DM
TIND NN ANDNYW 9 HY QN TPMYNX 2N DXND PN MNMYNY JD D) NN DNV 29D IN,TPNYN 2ND1 DXIND
D"NN PN H2 MIND PN MHMDNY 1I12Y ANIIVY 19D DAN, DN INTAY TNDI 00 DY 19 YN XD Y9N )72y 7N IN
2990 YTN D IR ,DPN IDTDIAY TPNWYN AN 1NV 1D THDI 009 DT MINK NPMIN N MMND TNHom

e ANON NINWIY N IMINY NI PO PN DI MMV TNHDY 0N TINY XTON

17.

* According to the Sefer Halkarim, which script were the Luchot written in?
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M"Y NXN T 272 PINDY DIPYN DY 19D .NNNT DINDY P ONY MY XIPI XD 2NN WYY NN Y 9272 101 DOO
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19.

10 P19 NI NINON YN

20.

A NP0 APY PY DY AN VI

* Why is this reaction to the Ikarim so strong?

MOWIPA DN D I NI DIIND NN INKD) INON O) ,TPMYN AN PN N N'DIY AN MININ 190N "W
ST 7PN D12 YYYNY ,DWI99N 3'WND I3y ANO WHONT,NNN 1IN XYI2 T - VN K92 ,72TN YN NDMN
M2 PNTIV NON [TO '9 D" HRIW NINON 'W],D0I12T DWW )LV 1" .N"DAY'PY Iy AN 7N MHND DIV IO

IDIYA YT NN 72T PN A", APY PYM (291 D Y'N) AT

21.

LD PP (INIY? YIN 273Y) 115 DIYN N"Y

NYAN MDY DN PN DNNY IRV Y9N IWRID MMAX NIMNY NNXNA NNNN NTIAYN GYNDN I2T 7PN 2NN NPV
YT NI NN HY DY P NNNA PIY MY TP D YD INNNN MDA DN HYP IR NN ,WTHPN MO PNON
NO DMIYN WA NNNN Y ORIY DO MDD D20 0NN NIAD TN IV TIRM D1THIN XWNN IXIPO N"RNND
IWON PN N 2I12YN 991290 DYPN ANIN INIY 122 NI 71PN NNNN THiAD 9 . PYNIN AN %> D52 NI NN
PN D1 PN IN DI DN HODIN PNN NI ININD NV 1DV DY HXIY NN PI NNINVI NNND DN NIV WD
DONIY DWIAVN TPYIVN NPRYN DN YL D51 NIV NNIND NNNN AN WD DY TYD DN DMNIN
DY PN ND NIN Y NN DI NDYN TIND YN TYNNA I9OVY NPYL DN XINY NINK MIND TN NNITH aNd "y
T NTN MOM X' YWIN INIY DIV ,NYNI T2 INX INPHY TIT Y'Y NNNNY NN DY 92T 7MY ,2I2YN ANON
Y AWUNI XM N MIY 9I10HL PHY HVIN KOYW ININ AW DY P9 IMYND INT NI ,NNND RN 1D WM
N2YON DY 723 I, NN DNIND TMZXA D) IXIW XM M 2NN 7N NIV INNYNY 2VYYW INd NiNY ,ANdN 1"y
TRYND OMATN INIY TY, DNV DINDN DNNYI NPIIND KV DINONN Y'Y NDID NHNN NI NN HIDI) D12 ONVNHP

STND NNV TION

22.
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1Y, MNIIN PNPIMIND TN IWINHDD PNYN ANID 992NN 1Y NN NP, NNIND 15 DI yTaN2 D) ,nHnD
aN52.MODN Y D) NNNN PIMY DNDNY DNINON DY 190N DAND DI, NINT NVIMIN DY DYV NN NPRWN PIN

..... NI DY MDA DTN NN DI NN NN NNNN NI HOINYRD

TN PYY TP - P YD5N O N2
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NPYY NANIY MINY N ,NPRNDN NIVPIDNI DONIIN PV PINN DNON [DM1N 112T2) NN PN IWNI] NN
IUND] NN NYTN NIND DMNID NIVNIN DN YIND 201 (D ,NXODWN) "NNIN YINI MNNOM” NYTO NN 939 120
WD MY NI D WHIN DI WX I PONN D120 [T MY T PR DNNN TIND TY NVLWANM NNNa

DI DI WY NOW D TNIONN
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V:ND 0927 1N TYUN

NN NAY PYON YTHPN PYIY ... NI M) T2¥2 H1INOV 2I12Y AN NNNN_NANII NZNNA YD ,NIN NN ... (A8
TMITAN T HYY YYN XY NIYIY MY PWDY 2ND 0N 0) ,[DMON DN] NIV WDIAP X/Y YR ) ... DINN
VTN YD DTIVN PN DN IWRD NPNNN PR DTNV DM ONN 1TND DXIWN ,DMIN DY INIY YTIND MNYON
POIN DN T, IMDIN PYD) M NMYN NI NNNN INID NONHN )Y ANDA Y DDTIND D ThwN 199 P'NTa
IMNY NR{Y DN NN IND NI MIIRY TY INYWA T10) 1270 "D T2 91,1 NINVI NNNN IRIY VINWYI M Y'Y
ANIN NPY PIY DN NYY I T DY ANIN NINWI YT DY NN MIN) RO YAYNT WP ... INIWD 1T DY NNINN

. YI910TI) NMINYNY NNXIN NI - 'NNNN MW YOI NNNN N2 NI D92 NTNIPY DY) ... NNINN NPTID

24.

AN DY P P9 D927 MIYN NNN NN

C4] THE RADVAZ

DN DT NNNN NIMI 112Y AN YINIRY PINX DIVNIN SO I NYT 295 % 1NN NDNNT PN MINX 199
PYNIN ANINN HNIN TYYN D M MMPY DTN PINYI IDNYN AN DN P DNYNIN MMINY
RN JNYITR 2 NPMIND NI MDIND) 2HYN NN XYY NI NN )2 IYN TPYD DWTP WIR N PYOM
TIO DY NN DNN NNNY NNX T NPTIND I 92T IY HNYDI IIIWN NNYI XI2 D MMIN 1INYD YMDINN 01D
TIN5 NN YTIPN AN IMND DN PN ND SN TN 798 DNIT INXIGNYI NI NTIAY YTAYY 19 "1 YT
MY YINNY NN TYITP 12 PRY I12Y 2ND NINY PPN DN POV NYID NMYD IHNJN IN 2N 3"NN .1 1Y
DNY TN XYM NN NTIAY YTIYY 23D 92N YYI7 PYIN 'Y 9I12Y ANID XIPY DNND MITM XYI2 TN YD ) NN
N2 DAN PN AWN DTN YOVN - 177 IWN D277 IN TS 5Y 20209 DNIT I WTPN 2NN NN YTINY
D779 DN APV MM NN DININ ANIN NI O%IIN 2179/ 21597 DNUNIN MM ANIW N 1I8YA ANON
IMN 0D PINYY PITID YTM MM IMNX INIY 7D 2NN DX DI 7N DY 1) 79N D279277 IN 75

2y AND2 7PN DO NI PI2OM PNIND PN N"DY MHMON DIAN N9 DY NOND I PN

25.

20N Y0 3 PON AT DY

* How does the Radvaz explain the sugya? What was the script on the first and second luchot?4

D] PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS?

TPE PN PO THHI 1751 ,ODD IMIPS PPIBY GO DIV [IHI MPF T3 OF WH5M DOV) WH3Y ML DD 7D OED HII3
HEH 13D 305 HID 0,7 1MHIP OIPIDS 3P5D 17D 3D IH3 PPIDY 3PD 330 DT VEI ,DNNS PO BED 175N
DLITPD OVEIN' NED 75 1M ,'OWVPED ML INHD 5D 1 1HIPY,PITIOI INNE N> DIPIDY P

26.

YPYN 1Y 1IN YN DY \"anvn 19

* Who did the Ramban consult to decipher the coin that he found in Acco?5

4. See the rest of that teshuva for a detailed analysis of the whole issue, include an explanation of why Daniel was able to read the ‘writing on the wall’ but no one else could.

5. Note that, based on this find, the Ramban goes on to decide like Rashi regarding the weight of the Shekel and not like the Rif, whose opinion he had originally followed. This has
significant implications for the use of archeology in halachlc demsmn maklng and general Torah thought For a fuller dlscusswn on this issues see the following article by Rabbi Chaim

Jachter:
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EURTHER READING

* ‘Ktav Ivri, Ktav Ashuri’, R’ Tzvi Einfeld (Feldheim/Mossad HaRav)
« ‘Ktav HaTorah Ve'otioteha’ Part 1, R’ Menachem Kasher, Torah Sheleima, Vol 29 (in new editions at start of Vol 8 before Tazria)

Appendix 1 - The Symbol of Life

TN PNYR IUNY 9y DR¥N DY 1Y Tk Ry 27,

00 MY

117 7D P NIND 29 IIN 1 PN ONN ... "I’ PND 1INYHN TN 28.

Y NN

NENT POYH DX INIY X MRD TN D PRI PIY 1) IY NN TOY WK Y 1IWN IR PN 1000 DN PRI T¥D 29,
..... TWNT DY M PR YMN PHYID TYT 12390 W TPI NN NED2 )N UNT 5y

© NN N P99 YIPHH 2D MdYH 0"anY

MVYIN MIAYIND™DI DY DPININ ONMINID DOYIND THNYNOY 1N TMND) 0PN TN PYD TN 72y Yox N N 30.
nM2

4:0 HNDIY

DIPNEND O3 1WIDY HIE PIHY P 170 OPITED - DIWIND MNSN Iy OE PHEN - mnm (1) 31.

ov 'l
* Whatis a ‘tav'? Which letter is it? What does it look like in Ktav Ashuri
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Appendix 2 - The Shomronim®

* Living today in the North of the Shomron in ‘Shomronim’, near Har Beracha, and in Tel Aviv
* Are descended from the Kutim, brought by the Assyrians into the areas of the 10 tribes after the expulsion

FPIWA 1Y PINY NN IYP) DN )2 NNH PNINY Y3 Y D190 NNNKD NI NI D120 MUNTIN NI 32,
O3 DN P I WND™NN DN N NZYN NN INY N7 DY DNIY 2NN NN
-2 00N

* Do not have all the books of Tanach, only Chumash (with slight amendments) and a version of the book of Joshua’
* Do not have Torah Shebe’al Peh (although interpret in their own way) and made some changes to the text of the Torah SheBichtav, in
particular the switch of Har Gerizim for Har Eval in Devarim 27:4

O8N DONINA DNIANOY DIV DIMNINYY DNIIN NI DINNN DN DXMD INDY >IN PYHY 12 T|YON ) NN 33.
MIN IND VINY Y DDPID PYNT DN MY DD PYNT DNN PRY NOX 0OY NINY T XD .DOYW 1IN MO
DIV XD NIND NN ONIN AN DIV 121D NIRD NN ONIN NN DN OININ DN RN 1NN

3 71991 1 999 NVID NIDN (XIDN) MOV Tndn

 Celebrate Pesach with the sacrifice of a lamb on Har Gerizim
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‘Mezuzah’ over the door of a Samaritan House

Samaritan Pesach service Text in the Samaritan ‘mezuzah’

6. See also hitp://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/13059-samaritans#429 and hitp://www.yeshiva.co/midrash/shiur.asp?id=2567
7. Which actually dates from the Medieval period and is more of a midrashic work
to download more shiurim and source sheets visit www.rabbimanning.com



