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TORAH, TEXT AND TRANSMISSION
9 - THE GEMARA

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015

A] THE SHIFT TO GEMARA

1.okugku 'uzn vkusd vsn lk iht - sunk,c 'rfa vhkg ihkyubu vsn - vbanc 'vsn vbhtu vsn - trenc ihexugv :ibcr ub,
.r huv okugku :,rnt rsvu 'uzn vkusd vsn lk iht sunk,c :,rnt 'thae tpud tv /sunk,v in r,uh vbank .r huv
rsv /tsunk, r,c ukztu ih,hb,n tnkg tkuf ueca 'uz vban ,hbab hcr hnhc :ibjuh hcr rnt - !sunk,v in r,uh vbank

/sunk,v in r,uh vbank .r huv okugku :uvk ars
/dk tghmn tcc

2. vtruv ;ux tbhcru hat cr
/up tghmn tcc

3.vtruv ;ux-  'arsnv ,hcc vbanv ogyc ,ktab vkta v,hvaf tkt rsxv kg trnd v,hv tk ovhnh sg 'ihtruntv kf ;ux
ihtrunt ,uguna urshx tbhcru hat cru 'ungy rnut sjtu sjt kf - r,hvu ruxht ut iunn ihsc grutnv vagn kg vkta ut
ohutra oheurhpu chavk aha ,uhaue uaevu 'vk vhubavu vhutrv vbanv kmt sjtu sjt kf ,u,fxnv rsx kg ugceu 'ovhbpka
urhhaa vn 'ivhkga ohmur,vu 'uvk thgcht hvbhnru hch,hn vhch,ht :iudf 'trndc kfv ugceu 'ovnga ohtruntvu ov .r,k
utcu 'hcr rshxa vbanvu ,u,fxnv rsx kg trndc ougce tk ovhkga ihmurh,vu ,uhauev ovhbpk urnta i,utu 'ivhbpka i,ut

ougceu tbhcru hat cr
oa h"ar

4.cr sgu hcr ,unhn :rnut hbt ;t 'tcrs vhrc tjt cr rnt //// /sjt ouenc vkusdu vru, ubhmn tk hcr sgu van ,unhn
sjt ouenc vkusdu vru, ubhmn tk hat

/yb ihyhd

5.rus rjt rus uksj tku 'vbanv hrcs ihcvk tkt u,ryn v,hv tk vscfbv vrucjv v,ut hrjtu uhrjt snga hn kf
ihhg tka rus vhv tku /vca ,ufkv ,men aurhpc ohbav lanc uekjbu 'u,bcvu u,ghsh hpk ofj kf 'varpku vc ihhgkn
hat cr sjh,bu /sunk, hnfj ;ux ova hat cru tbhcrk inzv ghdva sg 'ohsunk vbnn snku ohausj vbnn asju vc
;xt 'van hrjt vhva hn kf hrcsc ausev ubhcr vaga unf ausev ubhcr rjt vhva hn kf hrcsc ,uagk vtru 'orcjk
kfv ,t u,ghsh vkkfu /opxtu ,ukcev rrhcu 'oharpnv haurhpu 'ohbhhgnv ka iuhg hrcsu ',ugunav hkgc ,uguna kf

/ohrcs vgcrt uc u,ryn gceu 'sunk,v rcju 'sunkv ,cvtu jurv lrutn wv ubbja vnc

sjtv'urhcj kg arpn kf ,bgyu 'grfv ovk ihta vbanv ,ubuak kg urntba ohbuav ohaurhpv kfu vbanv ruthc '
/uh,urync ,hrehgv vrynv thv uzu ',esumv vbgyv rurhcu

hbavuhrcsk uvunsa vnc ut 'vbnn snkba vnc ut 'vaurhpc ut 'vbanc uekjba ohekujv sjt hrcsf vfkv exp '
/vbanv

hahkavuohtb,v hrcsk ofhnxvu 'ovn usnka ,uhtrvu ohkkfv ruthcu 'rus kf hnfj vbanv in uasja ohausjvu '
/ubnz sg ausev ubhcr rjtn uagba ',ube,vu ',urhzdvu 'gceba vn ovhrcsn gceba sg 'vbanc urcsa

hghcrvuarsv uc hutra inszha erp kf ihbgk ,unht,nv ,uars '
 vbank o"cnrv ,nsev
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B] TALMUD BAVLI

• on 4 Sedarim - (1) Moed, (2) Nashim, (3) Nezikin, (4) Kodshim, plus Berachot and Nidda

• contains 2711 blatt (5422 pages)

• first organized by Abbaye and Rava (c.330), main organization by Rav Ashi (c.400) and Ravina II (c.475)

• final completion by the Savoraim (c. 550) and committed to written form sometime between 6th and 8th Century 

6. o#k«ug h %, %n &F h(b )ch (J«uv oh (F )J+j )n &C /sunk,c vkukc 'vbanc vkukc 'trenc vkukc :ibjuh hcr rnt ?wkccw htn) (u:d vfhthcr rnt
 kcc ka vsunk, vz :vhnrh

/sf ihrsvbx

7.wufu vbancu trenc vkukc- okugk (/yh d"g ,fxn) ohnfj urnta vnn ubnmg ihryup ubt ubka sunk,cs o, ubhcr arhp 
uvzht ,banc ohbuau shn,v ,arp ouh kfc ohtrue ubt if hp kg ;t x"ac ahka vbanc ahka trenc ahka uh,uba ost akah

wufu ,usn vrag akac rnut ktgnah hcr ihxrudu inuen/

/sf ihrsvbx ,upxu,

C] HISTORICAL CONTEXT TO THE FORMATION OF THE TALMUD BAVLI

423 BCEDestruction of the First Temple and start of the Babylonian community

c.190 CE Beginning the migration of students of R. Yehudah Hanasi from Israel to Bavel

c.200 Shmuel leaves Israel to set up a yeshiva in Nehardea in Bavel 

220 Rav, a student of R. Yehudah HaNasi emigrates to Bavel setting up yeshivot, eventually the great yeshiva at Sura

228 Death of R. Yehudah Nessiah (grandson of R. Yehudah Hanasi) - mantel of great Torah leadership passes to Bavel

247 Rav dies

c.235-284 Roman empire declines into anarchy.  Jewish life in Israel becomes more difficult. Remaining Rabbinic leaders in 

Israel include R. Yochanan and R. Shimon b.  Lakish. The beginnings of the formation of the Talmud Yerushalmi

c.250 Rav Huna, a student of Rav, takes over in Sura

254 Shmuel dies

257 Rav Yehudah, a students of Rav, founds a new yeshiva in Pumpedisa

259 The Yeshiva in Nehardea destroyed.  Pumpedisa and Sura remain pre-eminent world yeshivot for the next 800 years.

298 Rav Huna dies and Rav Chisda takes over at Sura

300 Rav Yehudah dies and Rabbah and Rav Yosef take over at Pumpedisa

c.310 Other leading Rabbis in Bavel include Rav Sheshet and Rav Nachman

313 Roman Emperor, Constantine converts to Christianity

325 Christian Counsel of Nicaea

326 Abbaye then Rava becomes the heads of Pumpedisa yeshiva and begin the process of redacting the Talmud Bavli

330 Roman empire splits into Western (in Rome) and Eastern (in Constantinople)

350 Talmud Yerushalmi is produced as Jewish life in Israel draws to a close

352 Rava dies; Rav Nachman takes over Pumpedisa; Rav Papa founds a new yeshiva connected with Sura. 

360 Julian ‘the Apostate’ made Roman Emperor - renounces Christianity and gives permission to the Jews to rebuild the 

Temple (soon withdrawn after he dies!)

371 Rav Ashi, a talmid of Rava, takes over as head of Sura together with Ravina I

377 Rav Zevid takes over in Pumpedisa 

c.400 Rav Ashi undertakes the main redaction of the Talmud Bavli

410 The Sack of Rome

427 Rav Ashi dies

455 Mar b. Rav Ashi takes over as head of Sura

450-500 Increasing persecution for the Jews of Bavel

474 Ravina II takes over as head of Sura.  

476 Fall of the Western Roman Empire

c.480 Ravina II completes Rav Ashi’s main redaction of the Talmud

500 Ravina II dies and Sura Yeshiva is closed
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D] EIT LA’ASOT LASHEM

8.W/0, #r«uT Ur À%p Œ%v  wv)k ,«uǴ+g)k , †%g
 ufe:yhe ohkv,

9. :rnutu (yhe ohkv,)l,ru, urpv wvk ,uagk ,g�  wvk ,uagk ,g ouan l,ru, urpv :rnut i,b hcr /8
/sb ,ufrc

10. :ch,fs 'vsuxh uvz vru, ka vkuyhca ohngp :ahek ahr rnt (t:sk ,una)
T �r��C �J r¬�J�t:vank tuv lurc ausev uk rnt - 
 !,rcaa ljf rahh

/ym ,ujbn

• How did Moshe make the decision to break the luchot? 

11. trphxc hbhhgn k"ru ibjuh hcr tvst,sdts :hfv harsu 't,cac l,ru, urpv wvk ,uagk ,g'vru, regh, cyun :hrnt '
 ktrahn vru, jf,a, ktu

:sh vrun,

• What appear to be the parameters for the use of the principle of eit la’asot1

12. utr ot ifuvga hpkktrahn ohcr khmvk ut ,sk ohcr rhzjvk hsf vag, tk ,umn kg rucgk ut vag ,umn kyck 
ihs ,hc lf ukuf vhjha hsf vz ka ukdr ut ush l,uj tpurva oaf 'vgav vfhrma vn hpk ihaug ohrjt ohrcsc kafvkn
uhkg kkj ohbuatrv ohnfj urnta lrsf [okuf] unhhe,ha hsf vga hpk ,umn ,me kg rucgk ohbnzv in inzc ohrun

 vcrv ,u,ca runaha hsf ,jt ,ca
 s vfkv c erp ohrnn ,ufkv o"cnr

13.ohbhbg ova hbpn 'rntnv vzc orcjk vmrt rat ohrcsv rcjk stn vcrv trh,n h,uhv h,rx tk hbta gsuh wc,h oavu
kg h,bgab kct /ovc rcjtu v,g hbt khj,t lhtu 'vzv ,ukdv inzc ub,nutc vz h,kuz rpx ovc kkf rcuj tk 'ohr,xb

 'ihbgv vz unfc ornt ovn ,jtv /,unsev h,al,ru, urpv wvk ,uagk ,g/ohna oak uhvh lhagn kfu 'ornt ,hbavu /
rntnv vz herp ,mec h,rcja vnc h,bgab vkt ,unsev h,a kgu

vjh,p ohfucbv vrun rpx

14. sug ahurh,vk ;hbxoak u,buuf er vchj lrs vaug ubhta kfa 't"f whx z"gvctc t"nrv c,fa vn h"pg asue ,urhnz 
ockc ,gyku ,ubcv kmt ohh,s ,uadr rrugk hsf 'a"ak ohbuuf,n f"d asue ,urhnz ohrnznva iuhf //// /r,un 'ohna

 'ktrah hasek vchjohkhenv kg lunxk ah tnuh wxnc whgu /(/yx) :ehsmv iugna hcd wvk ,uagk ,g/oa h"arhpcu wufu 
 ouan p"gca vru, hrcs cu,fk urh,va t,ht :sh vrun, wxncul,ru, urpv wvk ,uagk ,g,ut regh, cyun :urntu '

ktrahn vru, jf,a, tku vru,v in ,jt
 jhr sung zg inhx t ekj at hshra ,"ua

E] CHATIMAT HASHAS - THE SEALING OF THE TALMUD

15. ovhnhcu o,ghxu tbhcru hat cr ov sunk,v urcja htr,sunk,v o,jb 
shdbv ktuna wrk sunk,v tucn

16.urnt ukhtfu hrusvn vnf rjtku ,urus vnfc eusesu iuhg rjtk tkt c,fb tka tuv vagnk vfkv ubka sunk,v vzu ////
uvuc,f vagn uc ,uagk hrva tuv vagnk vfkv uc ubk

oa atdhn h"r

1.  See also Aruch HaShulchan LeAtid  -  Hilchot Mamrim (Halachot Shonot) 65:12-13
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17.u,ryn iht uhrjt snga hn kf hrv 'sunk,v okab rcfu hat cru tbhcr ovn ohburjtva v"g ohnfjv kf u,n ratf
 gurdk iht ubnnu ;hxuvk iht uhkg 'sckc urcja ovhrcs ,bcv tkt

vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

• What is the function of the TsbP after the sealing of the Talmud?

18.rfzb ubhta rjtn uhkg eukjk kufh ohexupc rfzuva unf ihsv ihta ,ujrfun ,uhtr jfn urus hbcku ihhsk vtrb ots t"h uvhn
(a"trv oac ruy) trndc /;ux hat cru tbhcr whkgupv wpc a"nf eukjk a"f gurdk tku ;hxuvk ,uar iht wndv kgs - t"rdv ruthc

 vtruv

  oa t"rdv ruthcu t ;hgx vf inhx ohbhhs ,ufkv ypan iauj lurg ijkua t nr

19.lkhtu tcru hhctn kct /tcru hhct sg tuv kkfv vza ;tu /crv ouenc shnk,f vfkv iht tkvhtr,cf vfkv  
 c erp tne tcc ,fxn vnka ka oh

• What are the guidelines and restrictions on a posek’s ability to argue with another posek after the Chatimat HaShas? 

• Are later authorities bound by earlier ones?  If so, why would they be?

• Does Torah subscribe to a concept of ,urusv ,shrh?

20.ufu uarsa kusdv ihs ,hc htnn ubhcr if snk /w///// htnet hdhkp htr,c htrunt ifu htnet hdhkps htr,c htb, ijfats
hrcs hpfu //// t,hhrcn ut ih,hb,nn truntk ibhaen t,fus kfc tvs htb,t htrunt hdhkp tk htnt if ot rnt, otu

 /ohtb,v hrcs kg eukjk ovk vbu,b ,uarv ubhcrtk ohburjtv ,urusa ukceu unhhe vbanv ,nh,j ouhna rnuk raptu
vhkg eukjk ost ouak ,uar i,hb tk vn,jba ouhna wndv ,nh,jc od uag ifu ohbuatrv kg uekjh

 t vfkv c erp ohrnn ,ufkv vban ;xf

• Do the Amoraim disagree with the Tannaim? If not, why not?

F] WHY WAS THE TALMUD SEALED

F1] DECLINE OF THE GENERATIONS - RAV SHERIRA GAON

21. ,heshx yjn ceb tknf ubtu - kfhv ka uj,pf ohburjt kau 'okut ka uj,pf ohbuatr ka ick :ibjuh hcr rnt /
 /db ihcurhg

22.g"r ,nan /vcajnu vmg vkyc - gauvh hcr ,nan /,"x zbdb - rzghkt hcr ,nan :r", /vnfjv vkyc - ibjuh icr ,nan
vnfjv ,ubhhgn un,,xbu 'vru, hgurz ukyc -

 :yn vyux

23.'ohrunjf ubt - ohabt hbc ohbuatr otu 'ohabt hbc ubt - ohftkn hbc ohbuatr ot :tbunhz rc tcr rnt trhz hcr rnt
!ohrunj rtaf tkt 'rhth ic xjbp hcr kau txus ic tbhbj hcr ka urunjf tku

 :che ,ca

24.tchu tmh tka aaj 'sjt rcsk ohkug ovhngya hp kg ;t 'ubh,ucr ,uhbanc ohhuba lf kf aha hcr vtra iuhfu /yh
 vtru khtuv 'rcs u,utn sxpvckv ygn,na vnfjv ihgn o,,xnau vru,v ,ek,xnuihcurhgc ibjuh wr rnta unf '

///// okut ka uj,pf ohbuatr ka ick :[/db]
 vbanv vc,fb smhf iutd trhra cr ,rdhtk hrcg oudr, oa

25.ohaurpv i,ut unf uhvu 'ovhshnk,k ouarpu ohbuatrk ovk ohyuap uhva ohrcsv i,utu 'ckv ygn,bu rjt rus tcu /dg
trndc ogcek ohfrmbu ohepuxn rusv u,utc uhafg uhv /trndc ogceku o,ut sunkk ohfhrm okugv kf ihta

////sunk,cu
 sunk,v ,ch,f iutd trhra cr ,rdhtk hrcg oudr, oa

To download more shiurim and source sheets visit www.rabbimanning.com



s�xc5   rabbi@rabbimanning.com          dbhbn ovrct - 5775

F2] NATURALISTIC CAUSES - SOCIAL AND POLITICAL REALITIES - RAMBAM

26.ktrah kfc yap,bu vrhmhk 4465 ,bac o,jbu hkcc sunk,v ,t unhhx ov ovhrcju hat cr rc rnu rnhrnu,ut ukceu 
ktrah kf uhkg unhfxvu rusu rus kf hnfj ohcrc u,ut usnku ivhkg2cr rc rcr hnhcu  /gurdk iht ubnnu ;hxuvk iht uhkgu 

 sunk,v o,jb htrucx ibcrn vchah atr vhva ;xuh
s ctrvk vkce rpx

27.udhvbvu ,ube,v ubhe,vu ,urhzd urzdau /vp kgca vru, oheh,gnv ktrah hnfj hkusd ;ux ovhrcju hat cru tbhcr tmnb
 /o,ucaun ,unuen kfc ktrah kfc o,udvbnu o,be,u o,rhzd vyapu ,udvbntrndv rcja hat cr ka ihs ,hc rjtu

oheujrv ohhtu ,uumek ughdvu r,h ruzhp ,umrtv kfc ktrah urzp,b ubc hnhc urnduuac,abu okugc vyye v,cru 
tkt osuen uhva unf ,uccru ohpkt ovh,uchahc sunkk ktrah uxbfb tku /vru, sunk, ygn,bu ,uxhhdc ohfrsv
ohnfjv hruchjc ohbhcnu vru,c ihexugu vbhsnu vbhsn kfcu rhgu rhg kfc true wv rat ohshrav ohshjh ohmce,n

/tuv lthv ypanv lrs ovn ohgsuhu okuf
uyap tk ,ucr ,ubhsn hbck ut u,bhsn hbck dhvbv ut ihe,v ut rzdu vbhsnu vbhsn kfc trndv rjt snga ihs ,hc kfu
ka kusdv ihs ,hcu ohshjh vbhsnv v,ut ka ihs ,hc ,uhvu /ohfrsv aucau ovh,ucaun eujr hbpn ktrah kfc uhagn
ihtu /,rjtv vbhsn dvbnf duvbk uz vbhsn habt ihpuf iht lfhpk /trndv ruchj osue ohba vnfn kyc sjtu ohgca
rtc,bu tuv lf ypanv lrsa ohbutdvn sjt snk ot ifu /u,bhsnc rjt ihs ,hc vrzda vrhzd ruzdk vz ihs ,hck ohrnut
ihc uhrcsk vyub ,gsva hnk tkt iuatrk ihgnua iht 'trndc cu,fv ypanv lrs vz ihta uhrjt snga rjt ihs ,hck

iurjt ihc iuatr
kf ihchhj hkccv trndca ohrcsv kf kct /trndv ruchj rjt uasj,ba ,udvbnu ,ube,u ,urhzd ohbhsc ukkv ohrcsu
,fkku o,urhzd ruzdku trndv hnfj udvba ,udvbnv kfc duvbk vbhsnu vbhsn kfu rhgu rhg kf ihpufu ovc ,fkk ktrah

/o,ube,cktrah kf ovhkg unhfxv trndca ohrcsv o,ut kfu khtuv udhvbva ut urzda ut ubhe,va ohnfjv o,utu /
rus rjt rus vkuf vru,v hregc vkcev ugnaa ovu ocur ut ktrah hnfj kf ov 'tuv lf ypanva usnku ihs ubsa ut

/oukav uhkg ubhcr van sg
o"cnrk vezjv shk vnsev

• What is the reason given by the Rambam for the sealing of the Talmud?

• Does he subscribe to the idea of ,urusv ,shrh?

F3] THE END OF THE “2000 YEARS OF TORAH”

28. It is of interest to note that the compilation of the Mishna, which represented a major turning point in the process of Torah transmission,

took place... in 3948.  This was also precisely 2000 years after the birth of Avraham in 1948.  52 years after this date was the end of the

4th Millennium, which the Sages refer to as the culmination of the “two millennia of Torah”, which began when Avraham Avinu began to

disseminate Torah at the age of 52, in the year 2000.

R. Zecharia Fendel Legacy of Sinai p176 n(98)

29. Actually, the Two Millennia of Torah came to a close shortly before the death of Rebbi’s greatest talmid, Rav, in 4007.  While Rav was one

of the earliest Amoraim, he was the last gadol who also hied Tannaitic status dhkpu tb, cr.  Thus, it may be said that the Two Millennia

of Torah came to a close at the end of the Tannaitic Era

R. Zecharia Fendel Legacy of Sinai p28 n(68)

30. “172 years after the [destruction of] the Second Temple. the Two Millennia of Torah were completed and came to an end, and the angel of

Torah departed,  The wellsprings of wisdom diminished.  This is what we say: “R. Yochanan said: the heart of the early ones is like..... “

Medieval Jewish Chronicles vol I p173
3

2.    � 'y lrf ,urgv ,hsunk, vhspukehmbt /sunk,v ,nh,j ,gac kccc uhv h"t hnfj cura 94 wng d"j t"cmr wmuv kufatv wxu�vfkvbr ruy 

3. publ 1887 Adolph Neubauer, Oxford University
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