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A] THE SHIFT TO GEMARA
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B] TALMUD BAVLI

* on 4 Sedarim - (1) Moed, (2) Nashim, (3) Nezikin, (4) Kodshim, plus Berachot and Nidda

* contains 2711 blatt (5422 pages)

* first organized by Abbaye and Rava (c.330), main organization by Rav Ashi (c.400) and Ravina Il (c.475)

* final completion by the Savoraim (c. 550) and committed to written form sometime between 6th and 8th Century
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C] HISTORICAL CONTEXT TO THE FORMATION OF THE TALMUD BAVLI

423 BCEDestruction of the First Temple and start of the Babylonian community

¢.190CE Beginning the migration of students of R. Yehudah Hanasi from Israel to Bavel

¢.200 Shmuel leaves Israel to set up a yeshiva in Nehardea in Bavel

220 Rav, a student of R. Yehudah HaNasi emigrates to Bavel setting up yeshivot, eventually the great yeshiva at Sura

228 Death of R. Yehudah Nessiah (grandson of R. Yehudah Hanasi) - mantel of great Torah leadership passes to Bavel

247 Rav dies

c.235-284 Roman empire declines into anarchy. Jewish life in Israel becomes more difficult. Remaining Rabbinic leaders in
Israel include R. Yochanan and R. Shimon b. Lakish. The beginnings of the formation of the Talmud Yerushalmi

¢.250 Rav Huna, a student of Rav, takes overin Sura

254 Shmuel dies

257 Rav Yehudabh, a students of Rav, founds a new yeshiva in Pumpedisa

259 The Yeshiva in Nehardea destroyed. Pumpedisa and Sura remain pre-eminent world yeshivot for the next 800 years.

298 Rav Huna dies and Rav Chisda takes over at Sura

300 RavYehudah dies and Rabbah and Rav Yosef take over at Pumpedisa

¢.310 Other leading Rabbis in Bavel include Rav Sheshet and Rav Nachman

313 Roman Emperor, Constantine converts to Christianity

325 Christian Counsel of Nicaea

326 Abbaye then Rava becomes the heads of Pumpedisa yeshiva and begin the process of redacting the Talmud Bavli

330 Roman empire splits into Western (in Rome) and Eastern (in Constantinople)

350 Talmud Yerushalmi is produced as Jewish life in Israel draws to a close

352 Rava dies; Rav Nachman takes over Pumpedisa; Rav Papa founds a new yeshiva connected with Sura.

360 Julian ‘the Apostate’ made Roman Emperor - renounces Christianity and gives permission to the Jews to rebuild the
Temple (soon withdrawn after he dies!)

371 Rav Ashi, a talmid of Rava, takes over as head of Sura together with Ravina |

377 Rav Zevid takes over in Pumpedisa

¢.400 Rav Ashi undertakes the main redaction of the Talmud Bavli

410 The Sack of Rome

427 Rav Ashi dies

455 Mar b. Rav Ashi takes over as head of Sura

450-500 Increasing persecution for the Jews of Bavel

474 Ravina Il takes over as head of Sura.

476 Fall of the Western Roman Empire

¢.480 Ravina Il completes Rav Ashi’s main redaction of the Talmud

500 Ravina Il dies and Sura Yeshiva is closed
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D] EIT LA’'ASOT LASHEM
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* How did Moshe make the decision to break the luchot?
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* What appear to be the parameters for the use of the principle of eit la’asot!
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E] CHATIMAT HASHAS - THE SEALING OF THE TALMUD
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1. See also Aruch HaShulchan LeAtid - Hilchot Mamrim (Halachot Shonot) 65:12-13
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* What is the function of the TsbP after the sealing of the Talmud?
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* What are the guidelines and restrictions on a posek’s ability to argue with another posek after the Chatimat HaShas?
* Are later authorities bound by earlier ones? If so, why would they be?
* Does Torah subscribe to a concept of MM TN NTP?
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* Do the Amoraim disagree with the Tannaim? If not, why not?

F] WHY WAS THE TALMUD SEALED

F1] DECLINE OF THE GENERATIONS - RAV SHERIRA GAON
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F2] NATURALISTIC CAUSES - SOCIAL AND POLITICAL REALITIES - RAMBAM
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* What is the reason given by the Rambam for the sealing of the Talmud?
* Does he subscribe to the idea of MmMTN NT»?

F3] THE END OF THE “2000 YEARS OF TORAH"

28.

It is of interest to note that the compilation of the Mishna, which represented a major turning point in the process of Torah transmission,
took place... in 3948. This was also precisely 2000 years after the birth of Avraham in 1948. 52 years after this date was the end of the
4th Millennium, which the Sages refer to as the culmination of the “two millennia of Torah”, which began when Avraham Avinu began to
disseminate Torah at the age of 52, in the year 2000.

R. Zecharia Fendel Legacy of Sinai p176 n(98)

29.

Actually, the Two Millennia of Torah came to a close shortly before the death of Rebbi’s greatest talmid, Rav, in 4007. While Rav was one
of the earliest Amoraim, he was the last gadol who also hied Tannaitic status »99) N)1 249. Thus, it may be said that the Two Millennia
of Torah came to a close at the end of the Tannaitic Era

R. Zecharia Fendel Legacy of Sinai p28 n(68)

30.

“172 years after the [destruction of] the Second Temple. the Two Millennia of Torah were completed and came to an end, and the angel of
Torah departed, The wellsprings of wisdom diminished. This is what we say: “R. Yochanan said: the heart of the early ones is like..... “

Medieval Jewish Chronicles vol I p173°
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3. publ 1887 Adolph Neubauer, Oxford University
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