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TORAH, TEXT AND TRANSMISSION
8 - THE MISHNA

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015

A] HILLEL AND SHAMMAI - A MAJOR PARADIGM SHIFT

1.dcqie ilaad lld dlr dgkzype dxfg ,dcqie laan `xfr dlr l`xyin dxez dgkzypyk dlgzay 
.k dkeq

2.qecxed zekln zlgzn dfe .dxezd dpzyz `ly ick oldle myn dxezd millekd dt lr mixcq yy xciq llde 
18 'nr oiqgei xtq

3.eilr exn` .i`kf oa opgei oax olekay ohw ,l`ifer oa ozpei olekay lecb .... owfd lldl el eid micinlz mipeny :opax epz
 `xwn gipd `ly ,i`kf oa opgei oax lrdpyne ,`xnb,oixenge oilwe ,mixteq iwecwce dxez iwecwc ,zecb`e zekld ,

,zxyd ik`ln zgiye ,milwc zgiye micy zgiy ,milrey zelyne miqaek zelyne ,ze`ixhnbe ,zetewze ,zeey zexfbe
 - ohw xace ,dakxn dyrn - lecb xac ,ohw xace lecb xace`axe iia`c zeied

.clw `xza ̀ aa

4..zeweqt zekld ly zeihxt zeniyx mr ik eid `l dpd cr xy` ,dpynd zkixra dpeiava zcgein dtewz dligzd f`
dxezd icnel lv` mzpyn dlawzp `l okle ,md mdixac m` ik epy `l la` ,mzpyn jexrl i`ny zia ipwf eligzd dzre
dpey`x dpynk y'a ..... mdixace i`ny zia ixac mipey eidy ori ,lld zia ipwf ekxry zeipyn j` dlawzp  .dne`d lkay

ryedi 'x inia zipyp dxfg xg` `idy dpexg` dpyndy .... dpexg` dpynk d'ae
ai 'nr (zeilbxn oae`x 'x ly) dzkixre dpynd ceqi xtq

B] KEREM B’YAVNEH

5.mewnl sq`zdl elki `l l`xyi inkg xy`l dxiakd ezlert cinzdl dfd lecbd ziad mb lki `l zeipicn zeaiqn mle`
 ,cg`ihxtd eyxcn ziaa dxez uiaxdl xecd inkgn cg` lk ligzd f`dxezd inkgn dl` i` etq`zp minrtl m`e ,

oiivl micinlzd egxked okle .mkpipnl eyegz l` xnel oipn eze`a did `ly in lki ,dielz dkld rixkdl oipnl ecnre
dlhazp `l cer zg` drcl enikqd minkg daxdyk mbe ,'ok xne` ipelt iaxe' 'ok xne` ipelt iax' ,zeihxt zeric mdl

cigid zrc
 fh 'nr (zeilbxn oae`x 'x ly) dzkixre dpynd ceqi xtq

6.a minkg eqpkpyndpaia mxkepi`e mixteq ixacn ,`iven epi`e dxez ixacn xac ywan mc` `diy dry dcizr exn` 
okl 'py ,`ven  (ai-`i:g qenr) ©rŸ n §W¦l m ¦̀  i ¦M m ¦i ©O©l `n̈v̈ Ÿ̀ l §e m ¤g¤N©l ar̈ẍ Ÿ̀ l u ¤x ῭Ä ar̈ẍ i ¦Y §g©l §W ¦d §e ‡d ip̈Ÿc £̀ m ª̀§p mi ¦̀ Ä mi ¦nï d¥P ¦d

 E`v̈ §n ¦i Ÿ̀ l §e ‡d x ©a §C z ¤̀ W ¥T ©a§l Eh §hFW §i gẍ §f ¦n c ©r §e oFtS̈ ¦nE mï c ©r mÏ ¦n Erp̈ §e :‡d i ¥x §a ¦C z ¥̀' ......d xacixacn xac `di `ly - ‡
`le df ixack `l 'ne` 'nkge miawn 'ne` llide dlg awn 'ne` i`ny :i`nyne llidn ligzp exn` .exiagl dnec dxez

...... dlga aiig dvgne aw `l` df ixack
 ` dkld ` wxt zeiecr zkqn `ztqez

7.dkld mixne` ellde epzenk dkld mixne` elld ,lld ziae i`ny zia ewlgp mipy yly :l`eny xn` `a` iax xn`
.... lld ziak dklde ,od miig midl` ixac el`e el` :dxn`e lew za d`vi .epzenk

:bi oiaexir
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8. xn`p df lr d"a ixnegke i`ny zia ixnegk bedpl envr lr xingdl dvexd lk lew za z`vi `ly cr(ci:a zldw) liqkd
.jled jyegacr `nizc `cd oicc ixnegke oicc ilewk i` oicc ixnegke oicc ilewk i` `l` .ryx `xwp eli`e eli` ilewk 

 lew za z`viyn la` .lew za z`vi `lydzin aiig lld zia ixac lr xaerd lke lld zia ixack dkld mlerlz`vi ipz .
opgei iax mya xn` iaia iax ?lew za d`vi oki` .lld zia ixack dkld la` miig midl` ixac el`e el` dxn`e lew za

lew za d`vi dpaia
'c dkld ` wxt zekxa zkqn (`plie) inlyexi cenlz

9.llde i`ny icinlz exkfp cer dpaic b'x onfa lew zad `viy cry
bl 'rd bi 'nr (zeilbxn oae`x 'x ly) dzkixre dpynd ceqi xtq

C] ‘THAT DAY’ - meia ea

10.:g dpyne` zi`x dfkd xne`e zeheicdd z` d`xn oday eziilra lzekae `laha l`ilnb oaxl el eid zepal zexev zenc 
dpail e`ayk !md xwy icr ixep oa opgei iax xn` .axrna ziaxre gxfna zixgy edepi`x exn`e mipy e`ay dyrn ?dfk
oa `qec iax xn` .l`ilnb oax olawe d`xp `l exear lilae epnfa edepi`x exn`e mipy e`a cere .l`ilnb oax olaiw

:jixac z` ip` d`ex ryedi 'x el xn` .dipiy oia dqixk xgnle dcliy dy`d lr micirn j`id !od xwy icr qpikxd
:h dpyne`vne jld .jpeayga zeidl lgy mixetkd meia jizernae jlwna ilv` `azy jilr ipxfeb l`ilnb oax el gly 

 xn`py ieyr l`ilnb oax dyry dn lky cenll il yi el xn` xvin `aiwr iax(bk `xwie)xy` ycew i`xwn 'd icren dl` 
mz` e`xwzl`ilnb oax lv` dpail jlde ecia eizerne elwn lhp .... .el` `l` zecren il oi` opnfa `ly oia opnfa oia 

dnkga iax icinlze iax melya `ea el xn` ey`x lr ewype l`ilnb oax cnr .epeayga zeidl mixetkd mei lgy meia
 ixac zlawy icinlze

 a wxt dpyd y`x zkqn dpyn

11.oax iptl `a .zeyx :dil xn` ?daeg e` zeyx ziaxr zltz :el xn` ,ryedi iax iptl `ay cg` cinlza dyrn :opax epz
cr oznd :el xn` !zeyx il xn` ryedi iax `lde :el xn` .daeg :el xn` ?daeg e` zeyx ziaxr zltz :el xn` ,l`ilnb
oax el xn` ?daeg e` zeyx ziaxr zltz :l`ye l`eyd cnr ,oiqixz ilra eqpkpyk .yxcnd zial oiqixz ilra eqpkiy
`lde :el xn` .e`l :ryedi iax dil xn` ?df xaca wlegy mc` yi melk :minkgl l`ilnb oax mdl xn` .daeg :l`ilnb
lr cner ryedi iaxe ,yxece ayei l`ilnb oax did ..... !ja ecirie jilbx lr cenr ,ryedi :dil xn` !zeyx il exn` jnyn

 ,eilbxmrd lk eppxy cr cnre !cenr :onbxezd zitvegl exn`e 
 :fk zekxa

12.`z ,dixrv inp `kd ,dixrv wecv iaxc dyrna zexekaa ,dixrv cwzy` dpyd y`xa ?lifipe dixrvp dnk cr :ixn`
zekf dil zilc ,dil yipr `nlic ?`aiwr iaxl dinwep .`ed dyrn lra ?ryedi iaxl dinwep ?dil miwep o`n !dixarpe

 ;zea`dixfr oa xfrl` iaxl dinwep `l`xnl dil `gip :dil exn`e ez` ..... `xfrl ixiyr `ede xiyr `ede mkg `edc ,
:dl xn` ?jl oixarn `nlc :dil dxn` .edziaca jiln`e lf` .izia iypi`a jilni`e lifi` :edl xn` ?`zaizn yix iedilc
,ded ipy ixq ipnz xa `nei `edd .`zxeig jl zil :dil dxn` .xazil xgnle `xwenc `qka `cg `nei ypi` ynzyl
oa `le ,dpy miray oak ip` ixd :dixfr oa xfrl` iax xn`wc epiid .`zxeig ixc ixq ipnz dil excd`e `qip dil yigxz`

dpy miray
 :fk zekxa

• What were the political and religious roots of this ‘revolution’ in KBY?
• How would you expect it to affect the development of TSBP?

13.cinlz lk :xne`e fixkn l`ilnb oax didy .qpkil micinlzl zeyx mdl dpzpe gztd xneyl edewlq meid eze` `pz
i`zqec oa sqei `a` da ibilt :opgei iax xn` .ilqtq dnk etqez` `nei `edd .yxcnd zial qpki `l - exak ekez oi`y
opixn`c `kid lke ,zipyp meia ea zeicr :`pz .... .ilqtq d`n ray :xn` cge ;ilqtq d`n rax` etqez` :xn` cg ,opaxe
zian envr rpn `l l`ilnb oax s`e .deyxit `ly yxcnd ziaa dielz dzidy dkld dzid `le .ded `nei `edd - meia ea

 zg` dry elit` yxcnd
 .gk zekxa

To download more shiurim and source sheets visit www.rabbimanning.com



c‡qa3   rabbi@rabbimanning.com          bpipn mdxa` - 5775

14.lk ycgn eavwzd meia ea .lld zia zipkz ycgn bidpdy `zaizn yixl dixfr oa xfrl` 'x dpnzpy cr ... aixd dlbzd
zia eax mrtd ik j` .miptl diwfg oa dippg ziaa illkd ueawd mei jyndk meid eze` dide ,cg` cnrna l`xyi inkg

  .dyext `le dielz dzidy dkld dzid `le ,lldmewn lka lld ziak dkldy lew zad d`vi l`xyi inkg lk ldwa f`e,
aexd zrxkdk bedple zexedl zihxtd mzrck dk cr ebdpzdy el` mb exfg f` ipne

eh-ci 'nr (zeilbxn oae`x 'x ly) dzkixre dpynd ceqi xtq
• In what way was this moment a continuation of the ‘convocation’ in the attic of Chanania ben Chizkiah (see shiur 7)?
• What is the critical difference between the two events?

15.. xfril` iax aiyd ....ezenk dkldy xfril` iax lv` mkl dn :dxn`e lew za dz`vi .egikei minyd on - izenk dkld m`
...... .`id minya `l :xn`e eilbx lr ryedi iax cnr !mewn lka xfril` iax xdihy zexdh lk e`iad meid eze` :exn`

 edekxae eilr epnpe ,y`a metxye
 :hp `rivn `aa

16. ....  xfril` iaxcizeny`ed  .... `ed izeny :lw zay i"yx)did i`ny icinlzn - `ed izeny :yxtn inlyexi cenlzae .... 'edekxa' - (

 :f dcp

D] THE PROHIBITION AGAINST CODIFYING TORAH SHEBEAL PEH

17. :aizk(cl zeny) dl`d mixacd z` jl aezk :aizke ,(my) dl`d mixacd t"r iki`yx dz` i` azkay mixac ?cvik `d ,
 azka oxne`l i`yx dz` i` dt lray mixac ,dt lr oxne`l

  :q oihib
• Does this say that there is a prohibition against writing TsbP?  If not, what DOES it say?
• Look at shiur 4 and make sure you remember the reasons why Oral Torah must stay ‘oral’

18.- mixzq zlibn `ly oze` oiazeke ,yxcnd ziaa oipyp opi`y miycg cigi ixac oirneyyke ,aezkil dpzip `ly iptn dexizqdy
dlibnd z` oixizqn - egkzyi

:e zay i"yx
• Why were Rabbis writing Torah down and then hiding it!?

19.zia y`x xece xec lka `l` .dt lray dxeza miaxa eze` oicnlny xeag exaig `l yecwd epiax cre epiax dyn zenine
cg`e cg` lk oke .miaxa dt lr cnln `ede eizeaxn rnyy zerenyd oexkf envrl azek xecd eze`a didy `iap e` oic
itn mecnl `ly mipica xece xec lka eycgzpy mixacne .rnyy enk dizekldne dxezd xe`ian egk itk envrl azek

 yecwd epiax cr cinz xacd did oke .lecbd oic zia mdilr enikqde zecn dxyr ylyn dcna `l` drenyd
m"anxl dwfgd cil dncwd

E] THE CHRYSTALIZATION OF TORAH SHEBEAL PEH - R’ AKIVA AND HIS STUDENTS

20.) mela xve` - r"xi"yx - mela xve` - mixery `vn dcyl `vie eztew lhpy iprl dnec `aiwr 'x did dnl ozp iaxc zea`a yxetn jk
eizeaxn `xwn xac rny eizeaxn cnlyk r"x jk envrl oine oin lk xxia ezial `ayke miycr oke milet oke da ozp oihg `vn da ozpe xvw
la` envrl yxcn envrl `xwn cenl` xn` `le eita oixecq eidy cr oqxeble odilr xefgl eal ozp dcb` eixg`e yxcn eixg`e dkld eixg`e

lecb mkg dyrpykzerahn zerahn dxezd lk dyr onvrl zecb`e onvrl zeklde eicinlzl onvrl o`pye ocal `xtiqe ixtq yxcn xciq 
 .fq oihib

21.ceak ebdp `ly iptn cg` wxta ezn oleke ,qxtihp` cr zabn `aiwr iaxl el eid micinlz mibef sl` xyr mipy :exn`
 mdl d`pye ,mexcay epizeax lv` r"x `ay cr .mny mlerd dide ,dfl dfxfrl` iaxe oerny iaxe iqei 'xe dcedi 'xe n"x

reny oa ,dry dze` dxez ecinrd md mde 
:aq zenai
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F] THE COMPILATION OF THE MISHNA

22.) dpyn seq ozp iaxe iax  - i"yx dpynd seq-miqxeb micinlz eide ,yxcnd ziaa eixac z` yi` exn` odini cr ,mi`pz seq 
,zezkqnd z` excqe mdiptly zexeca xen`d ellk mde ,xcqd lr uawe xcqe ,zexecq zezkqn eid `le ,dcal dreny dreny

(hrn `l` etiqei `l mdixg`e
.et `rivn `aa

23. dzidy dad`d meyn ,cny lkn iax ly einia minkgd ehwyeiaxe qepipehp` oiaeidiy ick dkldd xcql [iax] mikqde ,
ziad oaxg mcewy mipey`xd mze` ik ,envrl oeyl cg`e cg` lk qexbiy `le ,cg` oeyle ,cg` dt ,mlk epizeax miqxeb
ecnle erci `l` ,azkay dxez enk mireci mixaca dinrh exn`p `le ,`id dt lray dxeze li`ed ,jkl ekxhvp `l

 dvxiy oeyl dfi`a ecnlne exagl xtqnd mc`k eicinlzl mze` cnln cg`e cg` lke ,mdizeala dinrh
 dpynd dazkp cvik ,(ixar mebxz) oe`b `xixy ax zxbi`

24.... .dt lray dxeza miaxa eze` oicnlny xeag exaig `l yecwd epiax cre epiax dyn zenine .dpynd xaig yecwd epiax
epiax dynn ernyy miyexitde mixe`iad lke mipicd lke zerenyd lk uaiw `ede yecwd epiax cr cinz xacd did oke
l`xyi lkl dlbpe miaxa minkgl eppye .dpynd xtq lkdn xaige dlek dxezd lka xece xec lkay oic zia ecnlye

mlek edeazkexacd gipd `le jk yecwd epiax dyr dnle .l`xyin dt lray dxez gkzyz `ly ick .mewn lka evaxe .
.zxabzne mlera zhyet inex zeklne ze`ae zeycgzn zexvde oiklede oihrnzn micinlzy d`xy itl ?didy zenk
`ed eini lk ayie .gkyi `le dxdna edecnliy ick mlek cia zeidl cg` xeaig xaig .zeevwl oiklede oilblbzn l`xyie

 miaxa dpynd ecnle epic ziae
 m"anxl dwfgd cil dncwd

• Was the Mishna actually written down according to the Rambam?

25. `l` eaizk` `l dpyne cenlz ?cenlzd azkpe dpynd dazkp cvik oezazkce .tivxzn eed ivexz opax oixidfe
dt lr edpiqxbnl dxenza 'ixn`c ,iaizkc igqpn `l la` (:ci).... azka mxne`l i`yx dz` i` t"ray mixac 

 i`xeaq opax oe`b `xixy ax zxbi`
• Was the Mishna actually written down according to Rav Sherira Gaon?  

26. :xne`e (h"iw mildz)jzxez extd 'dl zeyrl zrˆ  'dl zeyrl zr meyn jzxez extd :xne` ozp iax .‡
.cp zekxa

• What was the halachic justification for creating a Mishna text?
• How does ‘et la’asot’ work?  Which other halachic issues have historically been subject to this principle?

126 Beginning of the Bar Kochba revolt
135 The fall of Beitar and end of the revolt
139 Death of Hadrian and appointment of Antoninus Pius
155 Delegation to Rome headed by R. Shimon Bar Yochai achieves the reversal of the anti-Jewish Hadrianic decrees
158 Attempts to move the Sanhedrin back to Yavneh fail.  Moves instead to Shefar’am. Resurgence of Jewish life in Eretz Yisrael.

Many of the Tannaim who had escaped to Bavel during the Hadrianic persecutions return to Israel.
161 Antoninus Pius dies and is succeeded by Marcus Aurelius Antoninus
163 R. Yehuda ben R. Shimon ben Gamliel II (Rebbi) becomes Nasi.  Sanhedrin moves to Beit Shearim/Tzipori under his

leadership 
170 Rebbi befriends Marcus Aurelius Antoninus and a period of calm and Jewish growth ensues
180 Marcus Aurelius Antoninus dies and is succeeded by his son Commodus 
192 Commodus assassinated 
c.220 Death of R. Yehuda Hanasi
c.290 Renewed Roman persecution forces the Rabbis to drop the name ‘Sanhedrin’ 
313 Roman Empire becomes Christian
330 Founding of Constantinople and beginning of the Byzantine Empire
358 The ‘Sanhedrin’ fixes the Jewish calendar
425 The Nasi, semicha and the body of the Sanhedrin now made illegal
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APPENDIX 1 - CHAIN OF MESORA - EZRA TO THE MISHNA

I ANSHEI KENESSET HAGEDOLA c. 370-312 BCE

Ezra and the Great Sanhedrin of 120 • Tanach is closed
• 2nd Temple constructed
• Purim story - 353 BCE

II GREEK ERA 312-35 BCE

Shimon Hatzadik • meets Alexander the Great in 312 BCE
Antigonus of Socho • Septuagint - translation of Tanach into Greek: 245 BCE

• Emergence of Sadduces
5 Generations of Zugot - Pairs:-
Yose b. Yoezer & Yose b. Yochanan
Yehoshu b. Perachiya & Nittai Haarbeli • Chanukah Story and Chasmonean Dynasty - 138 BCE
Yehuda b. Tabbi & Shimon b. Shetach • Reign of Alexander Yannai and Shlomtzion Hamalka
Shemaya & Avtalyon • Jewish Civil War between Hyrcanus and Aristoblus

• Romans conquer Jerusalem under Pompey - 63 BCE
Hillel & Shamai • King Herod - 35 BCE 

III TANNAIM 35 BCE - 200 CE

1st Generation (c.50CE) • Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai
• Raban Gamliel the Elder
• Yonatan b. Uziel - Targum Yonatan
• R. Yochanan B. Zakkai - Destruction of Temple - 68 CE

2nd Generation (c.90 CE) • Raban Gamliel - Yavneh
• R. Eliezer (ben Hurkenos) - Lod
• R. Yehoshua (ben Chanania) - Peki’in
• R. Elazar ben Azaria

3rd Generation (c.130 CE) • R. Akiva [Bar Kochba 135 CE]
• R’ Tarfon
• R. Yishmael
• Unkelos - Targum Unkelos

4th Generation (c.170 CE) • R. Meir
• R. Shimon (bar Yochai) - Zohar
• R. Yosei (ben Chalafta)
• R. Yehuda (bar Ilaiy)

5th Generation (c. 200 CE) • R. Yehudah Hanasi - Mishna
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