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TORAH, TEXT AND TRANSMISSION

8 - THE MISHNA

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015

A] HILLEL AND SHAMMAI - A MAJOR PARADIGM SHIFT
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* What were the political and religious roots of this ‘revolution’ in KBY?
* How would you expect it to affect the development of TSBP?
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* In what way was this moment a continuation of the ‘convocation’ in the attic of Chanania ben Chizkiah (see shiur 7)?
* What is the critical difference between the two events?
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D] THE PROHIBITION AGAINST CODIFYING TORAH SHEBEAL PEH
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* Does this say that there is a prohibition against writing TsbP? If not, what DOES it say?
* Look at shiur 4 and make sure you remember the reasons why Oral Torah must stay ‘oral’

HAE 1B PIDIDY ,EITND P33 LD IPHE DETD PO 3T POMSED 3NN PN HIE VDN NPPRIL - 0N N 18,
219 Ph PIPOY - MOPL

N2V 'Yy
» Why were Rabbis writing Torah down and then hiding it!?
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E] THE CHRYSTALIZATION OF TORAH SHEBEAL PEH - R’ AKIVA AND HIS STUDENTS
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F] THE COMPILATION OF THE MISHNA
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» Was the Mishna actually written down according to the Rambam?
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» Was the Mishna actually written down according to Rav Sherira Gaon?
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» What was the halachic justification for creating a Mishna text?
* How does ‘et la’asot’ work? Which other halachic issues have historically been subject to this principle?

126 Beginning of the Bar Kochba revolt

135 The fall of Beitar and end of the revolt

139 Death of Hadrian and appointment of Antoninus Pius

155 Delegation to Rome headed by R. Shimon Bar Yochai achieves the reversal of the anti-Jewish Hadrianic decrees

158 Attempts to move the Sanhedrin back to Yavneh fail. Moves instead to Shefar'am. Resurgence of Jewish life in Eretz Yisrael.
Many of the Tannaim who had escaped to Bavel during the Hadrianic persecutions return to Israel.

161 Antoninus Pius dies and is succeeded by Marcus Aurelius Antoninus

163 R. Yehuda ben R. Shimon ben Gamliel II (Rebbi) becomes Nasi. Sanhedrin moves to Beit Shearim/Tzipori under his
leadership

170 Rebbi befriends Marcus Aurelius Antoninus and a period of calm and Jewish growth ensues

180 Marcus Aurelius Antoninus dies and is succeeded by his son Commodus

192 Commodus assassinated

c.220  Death of R. Yehuda Hanasi

c.290 Renewed Roman persecution forces the Rabbis to drop the name 'Sanhedrin’

313 Roman Empire becomes Christian

330 Founding of Constantinople and beginning of the Byzantine Empire

358 The ‘Sanhedrin’ fixes the Jewish calendar

425 The Nasi, semicha and the body of the Sanhedrin now made illegal
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BERACHOS Blessings and pravers BAVA KAMMA Civil damages
PEAH The “corner of the field” left for the poor to harvest BAVA METZIA Responsibility in regard to found, borrowed, or rented property;
DEMAI The laws of produce, about which there is doubt whether tithes were take~ loans, employees, rentals
E KILAYIM Erbithien waintiites ot etz aniaals. ard ot i BAVA BASRA Rights and responsibilities of neighbors; other civil cases; inheritance
;" SHEVIIS The Sabbatical year, when the land is given a rest from agricultural work i SANHEDRIN The court system; the various capital punishments
| | el R :
[ TERUMOS Produce set aside for the Kohanim ' MAkKO OtfensesprlidiiEdy lshing
- 3 l
E MAASEROS The tithe sel aside for the Levites I SHEVLOS Ot
I Ll i ies gi ENE
7] MAASER SHENI The tithe set aside to be eaten in Jerusalem = EDUYOS VariolS AoSHORIE BIVEn by Tannaim
CHALLAH The portion of dough set aside for the Kohanim AVODAH ZARAH . Idalatlid s artellia pentiles
S S e AVOS Basic moral and ethical principles
ORLAH Laws of fruit produced by a tree during its first four years
% " . HORAYOS Offerings in cases of erroneous rulings
BIKKURIM First-fruits, brought to the Temple for a special ceremony
ZEVACHIM Animal sacrifices
SHABBOS Laws of the weekly Day of Rest MENACHOS Sacrifices of flour and other produce
ERUVIN Laws concerning the techum Shabbos and carrying within enclosed P4 CHULLIN Kosher slaughter and other dietary laws
PESACHIM Laws of the Pesach festival and its offerings s  BECHOROS Laws of firstborn animals and of the firstborn son
, e
SHEKALIM The donation reguired of every jew for the upkeep of the Temple g ARACHIN Pledges of Temple donations based on the value assigned to persons
and purchase of communal.olfedngs [} TEMURAH Laws regarding substitution of one sacrificial animal for another
% YOMA Eawws of Yom Kjppur 3 KEREISOS Transgressions punishable by kares (Divine extirpation)
| SUCCAH Laws of the Succos festival =] MEILAH Prohibition against personal use of Temple property
= el ]
E BEITZAH Laws of Yom fov B TAMID Description of the daily routine in the Temple
| ROSH HASHANAH Detlnrmimuon of the calendar; laws of the shofar MIDDOS The dimensions of the Temple and its furnishings
w and the prayers for Rosh HaShanah i it ;
ird sacrifices
| TAANIS Laws of the public fasts
| . . : .
| MEGILLAH Reading the Torah and the Scroll of Esther in the synagogue; KEILIM Ritual purity of vessels
I the Purim festival OHALOS The tumah (ritual impurity) of corpses
i MOED KATAN The Intermediate Days of the festivals; laws of mourning NEGAIM The tumah of the skin conditions known as tzara‘as
| CHAGIGAH Laws of the festival sacrifices P48 PARAH Laws of the Red Cow; mixture of its ashes with well water
i o :
] 2:‘ TAHAROS Various rules regarding the tumah of foods and liquids
YEVAMOS Levirate marriage E MIKVAOS Regarding mikveh and immersion in it
| % KESUBOS Marriage obligations and the marriage contract : NIDDAH Thatapnral ssrchuaiion
o NEDARIM Vows E MACHSHIRIN How foods and liquids become tamei {ritually impure)
F4 NAZIR Laws of the nazirite b zavim Bodily emissions that cause tumah
i E SOTAH Concerning the Temple ceremony to test a woman suspected of ac. =~ TEVUL YOM The status of tumah from immersion until sunset
7§ GITIN Laws of divorce YADAYIM Ritual washing of hands
< KIDDUSHIN Laws of marriage UKTZIN Which parts of plants can become tamef
b o seiecielmeRe s . o P p
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APPENDIX 1 - CHAIN OF MESORA - EZRA TO THE MISHNA

ANSHEI KENESSET HAGEDOLA

Ezra and the Great Sanhedrin of 120

GREEK ERA

Shimon Hatzadik
Antigonus of Socho

5 Generations of Zugot - Pairs:-

Yose b. Yoezer & Yose b. Yochanan
Yehoshu b. Perachiya & Nittai Haarbeli
Yehuda b. Tabbi & Shimon b. Shetach
Shemaya & Avtalyon

Hillel & Shamai

TANNAIM

1st Generation (¢c.50CE)

2nd Generation (¢.90 CE)

3rd Generation (c.130 CE)

4th Generation (c.170 CE)

5th Generation (c. 200 CE)

c. 370-312 BCE

e Tanach is closed
¢ 2nd Temple constructed
e Purim story - 353 BCE

312-35 BCE

» meets Alexander the Great in 312 BCE
» Septuagint - translation of Tanach into Greek: 245 BCE
* Emergence of Sadduces

¢ Chanukah Story and Chasmonean Dynasty - 138 BCE
* Reign of Alexander Yannai and Shlomtzion Hamalka
« Jewish Civil War between Hyrcanus and Aristoblus

¢ Romans conquer Jerusalem under Pompey - 63 BCE
 King Herod - 35 BCE

35 BCE - 200 CE

« Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai

* Raban Gamliel the Elder

e Yonatan b. Uziel - Targum Yonatan

¢ R. Yochanan B. Zakkai - Destruction of Temple - 68 CE

¢ Raban Gamliel - Yavneh

¢ R. Eliezer (ben Hurkenos) - Lod

¢ R. Yehoshua (ben Chanania) - Peki’in
¢ R, Elazar ben Azaria

* R. Akiva [Bar Kochba 135 CE]
e R' Tarfon

¢ R. Yishmael

¢ Unkelos - Targum Unkelos

e R. Meir

¢ R. Shimon (bar Yochai) - Zohar
¢ R. Yosei (ben Chalafta)

¢ R. Yehuda (bar Ilaiy)

¢ R, Yehudah Hanasi - Mishna
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