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TORAH, TEXT AND TRANSMISSION
7 - MACHLOKET AND CHURBAN

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015

A] EZRA - THE FIRST ‘PARADIGM SHIFT’
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* What is nnow? What does it mean in this context?

* Note the major paradigm shifts happening at the times of Ezra (from Tanach and Nevuah to TSBP), Hillel (the beginings of Mishna)
and R’ Chiya (the beginnings of Gemara)?
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1. Shimon Hatzadik (400-300 BCE) 2. Antignus of Socho (305 BCE)
3. Yosi ben Yoezer and Yosef ben Yochanon (280 BCE) 4. Yehoshua ben Prachya and Nitai of Arbel (243 BCE)
5. Yehuda ben Tabai and Shimon ben Shetach (198 BCE) 6. Shmaya and Avtalyon (140 BCE)
7. Hillel and Shammai (40 BCE)
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B] THE ORIGIN OF 'BAD’ MACHLOKET
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* What does Rashi mean by ‘the first ever dispute’? Were there NO disputes before then!?
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* What reason is given here as to the cause of machloket?
* How does that inform Rashi’s comments above?
* |s this machloket good, bad or neutral
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* Note: the murder of Yosef ben Yoezer in the period of the Greek persecutions of Antiochus; the Sanhedrin went ‘underground’
* Yehoshua ben Prachya and Shimon ben Shetach forced to flee to Egypt - Jewish civil war rages
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* Some TSBP still has no machloket. Note Perek Eizehu Mekomam (Zevachim ch. 5) which we say as part of Shacharit. No machloket,
no opinions and no names mentioned?
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1. RavReuven Margolies suggests that this perek pre-dates the breakdown of the Sanhedrin, hence its unanimity and anonymity. Note also references to eating of korbanot in the
Temple ©YOPN Y DAY - inside the ‘curtains’, which seems to predate the construction of the Second Temple, and perhaps even the First!
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D] SINAT CHINAM LESHEM SHAMAYIM!
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*The response to Churban and the risk of break-down of TSPB was a new and daring project - the ‘chrystalization’ of TSBP, eventually
into a work that we call the MISHNA
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