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TORAH, TEXT AND TRANSMISSION
10 - THE SHULCHAN ARUCH

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015

1.hbhs iusk ivk ahu ohfunx ukt hrv o,ut lunxku ohbhhs ,ubnk ktrah .rtca ohnfjv kf unhfxv ota ohrcsv hk ihtrb

hpk 'ktrahn ,uxbe hbhs ukych tka hsf vfhnxv kg ihrgymn ohnfjv uhv vnk if ot 'ohrjtk lunxk ivk ahu ,uxbe

hrva kfk ,uxbe hbhs is tkt ikuf ,gs lhrm ubht lunx hpn lunx oa vhv otu ikuf unhfxha rapt htu ihrzupn ktraha

 grfv lhrm rcsvu 'ihs ,hc hpn lnxb

th vfkv s erp ihrsvbx ,ufkv o"cnr

2.

ruyv kg ;xuh ,hc rpxk vnsev
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3.

ruyv kg van hfrs rpxk vnsev

4.uhv tka ohbunsev ohrpxn ohaushj vnf vtrvu 'ohruyv kg u"rte h"rvn vaga ruchju rpx ubhshk tc curen asj hf

'uhbpk vcajnc vkg rat kfn rcs rxhj tku 'ohrpxv kfc utmnb rat ohaushju ,uhrfb ,ucua,u 'urcga ohnhc ohshc

ruxhtc ohngpv curc 'xrfv ,rcxn u,gsn ,ufkv hexp hbhhbgc ,urap vag kct 'uc rsd,vk ouen jhbv tka ygnfu

ghrfv tuva 'tuv oapbca ugsh tku 'uhexpu uhrcs rjt ohfkuv ohshnk,vu 'vbv sg udvbu ubkce rat vkcev sdb r,hvu

lfa urpxc cu,f ifa utra rjtn 'vzc uda vbvu 'uvhh,uuf euxpk ihdvub ubt rat ohexupvu wxu,v sdb ohngp vnf

jumu hj sjt sungh ot 'ubhnth rpxc c,fa vn 'ovhbpk rat grv ihhbgv lf hf 'thsvk u"rtev c,f lf urnt vfkv

tbshtv yrpcu 'vbuatr vnsevc h,c,f ratf 'uhrcsk uahjh tk 'vkcec whpt ut ',urund ,uhtrc if ihsv ihta thfurff

vzcu 'ohaushjv kf uc utmn rat rpxv hrcs ohxpu, hfv ouanu 'ohygun ohsnukvu ohcurn ohfnxbv ohcrv ,ubugca

ohbezk ohrgbvu 'ohkusdk ohbyev uuauv

 vnsev ihkuj ,fxn vnka ka oh

5.urafha hn tkt /ohburjtv in ut 'ohbutdv in sjtf euxpk vkce iht hat cru tbhcr ,unhn hf /rhgv uz tku lrsv uz tku

/sunk,c grfv ihta ouenc 't,pxu,u /hnkaurhvu sunk,v hp kg l,uj ,punc ohsxuhn i,uhvk 'uhrcs

 vnsev tne tcc ,fxn vnka ka oh

6.rcsc vkj,n uesesh tk ot rcs kf ka ihbgv ogy ihgsuh iht ov hrvu g"ua lu,n vfkv ihruna i,ut ukkv ,uruscu ///// 

ivc rugdk ahu okug hkcn kkfc iv hrvu o,utruvc kpb ,ugyu j", aunha tuva sunk,v lu,n

 /cf vyux ,usdt haushj t"arvn

7. ov g"a p"g ,utruv ,uruvk ihfanba i,uta ,gsh rcf vcua,vfkvf tka vru,c ohrunvvtruv ka arua ugsh tk hf 

 ktrahc ,ueukjn ohcrn lf h"gu ockn ongy ohsucu ohexpv utmh hn iycn

 p inhx (,ubah) j"c ,"ua

8.ubt hrv vz scknu ,ubunn hbhsc yrpcu o"cnrv iuakf ohnu,x ov ygnf uhrcs kf hf g"avn ohbhsv curc euxpk t"t

,uthecu vrh,h vnfj lhrmu okug hbutd uekjb ohrcsv curc odu ouh kfc ohbhsc ukpb ,uehpx vcrvu vcrva ohtur

;tu vyuxs d"p x"ac t,htsfu vbufb vtruv ,uruvk uk t"t trndv sunhkc khdr tka hnu ehpxn ogyc ghrfvk vcrv

sck g"av h"g a"f sutn rcsv vae ohexup rtan

 cn inhx ,uasjv j"c ,"ua
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9. vru,v in tmuh vhvha hutr vz rcsu 'vagnk vfkv vrun tuv ratf vru,v rehg hf,hkfa thv vru,v rattuv vz rcsu '

lfhpku 'vru,v kg snuga okugv ouhe htsuc vz rcsu /vagnk vfkvv tmuh vhvha hutr vznu hkfa tuva sunk,v

hf 'hs vz vhv vbanv lu,n vfkv ohexup uhv ot vzv rusc kct /wokug hkcnw ov vbanv lu,n vfkv ohruna ohtb,v

tuv sunk,v hf sunk,k vhuag thva vbanv lu,n vfkv ihexup iht kct 'uhkt vkj,vu sunk,k ,hatr thv vbanv

 er 'vbanv aurhpvagnk vfkv ,uruvk urcj,b rat ohexpv lu,n vfkv ohexup ovaer o,ut snkk uagb tku 

/,gsv in eujr r,uh vz rcsu 'ovn euxpk

o,gs vhv tk rurhc tkc ohexpv urcj ov oda cd kg ;t 'vfrck uburfz ruyvu vfrck uburfz o"cnrv unf ohbuatrvu

er ihsv tmuh ouen vzhtn gsha hkcn vfu,n ostv euxpk kct /sunk,v lu,n vkug tuv ratu vfkvv ;ux ,uruvk er

rtc,va unf haudnt cajb vbanv lu,n exupv itf urnt hrva 'o,ucajn kgu o,gs kg vkg tk tngy tkc t,fkv

uhvhu hrndk sunk,v ,t ihczug uhvha ihnrud uhvh ovv ohrucjv hf ohrcjnv ugsh uktu /h,uf unf cajb tuva ,ubd rtau

 /o,ut ohrcjn uhv tk ohrucjv lu,n ihexuptka aujk ah hf ;tu 'sunk,v lu,n exup vhvha iufb r,uhu hutr r,uh hf

i,ub uka kfava vn er ofjk iht ouen kfn ',ntv hpk vtruvv vhv,a u,hntk ihsv euxph tku ,ntv lrsc lkh

sunk,v lu,n ihcnuvn hpf vrun tuv ratf lrc,h oav kt cuvt tuv vz kf og u,ut vgy, u,nfju u,buc, ratfu '

kkf rcsv ogy gsh tku sjt rucj lu,n exupa hnn cuy r,uh tuvu /,utur uhbhga vn er ihhsk ihtu ukfa in chhj,na

htsuc tkv 'vfkv expb lht u,ut ugsh tku sunk,c ohthec obhta vzv rusc if ot rnth hkutcu /lrsc rug unf lkuva

khdru hec ,uhvk usunk, kg rzuj sjt ihta vn vz kfu 'vfkv euxpk ohutr ubt ihtu vru, vjf,aba vz rcs tuv vae

int 'ubtrh u,ru,n ,utkpbu ubck ,uapy ruxhu ubesm vrun tch hf sg vru,c ubburxj ksud vkgnk ubc,fa unf usunkc

!int ubhnhc vrvnc iumr hvh ifu

u�y erp vru,v ch,b - dtrpn k�rvnk okug ,uch,b

The Maharal endorsed this approach and even goes so far as to say that it is better for a gadol to do the exercise of

talmud torah and get it ‘wrong’ (provided that he did not make a clear mistake - see below) rather than simply follow the

psak of another Rav, even the Shulchan Aruch

The four sections of the Tur/Shulchan Aruch are:

Orach Chayim: This name means “the way of life.” The first third of this section deals with daily rituals chronologically from the time

one wakes up in the morning until he goes to sleep at night. It includes the laws related to hygiene, wearing tzitzit, donning tefillin,

the prayers, and the blessings before and after eating foods. The weekly laws of Shabbat and the brief laws of the new month are

contained in the next third of Orach Chayim, and the annual festivals are covered in the final third.

Yoreh Deah: This section deals, in general, with ritual law that is not time-based. The first third is concerned with the kosher status

of various foods. The rest of Yoreh Deah is comprised of smaller sections. They include the laws of idolatry, usury, family purity,

oaths, relationships with parents and teachers, charity, sacred scrolls, circumcision, agricultural laws, burial, and mourning.

Even HaEzer: This section contains the laws that pertain to marriage. Starting, logically, with the mitzva to marry, it progresses to

the laws of whom one may marry, the laws of the wedding ceremony, and to the monetary and other obligations that take effect

after marriage. The last parts of Even HaEzer discuss the dissolution of marriage. Here, one finds the laws of gittin (divorce),

yibbum/chalitza (the processes that a woman needs her brother-in-law to perform if her husband dies without children), and

suspicion of adultery.

Choshen Mishpat: This last section of the Tur/Shulchan Aruch is concerned with monetary law. It begins with the laws of a Jewish

court and of testimony given before it. It then discusses the relative strength of different types of claims and the administration of

an oath in order to decide between the claims of the litigants. Other areas of monetary law discussed are worker/employer

relations, contracts and transactions, damages, watchmen, etc.
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