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TORAH, TEXT AND TRANSMISSION
6 - MACHLOKET AND MULTIPLE THRUTHS

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015

A] CAN THERE BE MULTIPLE TRUTHS?

1.vfkv ohrnut ukkvu ub,unf vfkv ohrnut ukkv 'kkv ,hcu htna ,hc uekjb ohba aka :ktuna rnt tct hcr rnt
ohhj ohvkt hrcs uktu ukta rjtn hfu /kkv ,hcf vfkvu 'iv ohhj ohvkt hrcs uktu ukt :vrntu kue ,c vtmh /ub,unf
tkt sug tku /htna ,hc hrcsu ivhrcs ihbuau 'uhv ihcukgu ihjuba hbpn - i,unf vfkv gucek kkv ,hc ufz vn hbpn

 /ivhrcsk htna ,hc hrcs ihnhsena
:dh ihcurhg

• What is a ‘bat kol’?  Why is it not a ‘kol’ or a ‘ben kol’?

• Why does the halacha in the end follow Beit Hillel?  Is this a valid halachic reason for ruling like them?

 2.s��j �t v¬�g«r�!n U­b $T&b ,I ·P *x,t h́!k,g�.C oh­&gUy$b ,I ¬r $n $G .n $f �U ,Iºb«c $r´�S .F Æoh &n�f,j h³!r $c &S
t�h:c�h ,kve

3.,upxt hkgcihrxut ukkv 'ihrvyn ukkvu ihtnyn ukkv 'vru,c ihexugu ,upuxt ,upuxt ihcauha ohnfj hshnk, ukt - 
 :ost rnth tna /ihrhafn ukkvu ihkxup ukkv 'ihrh,n ukkvuv,gn vru, snk hbt lthv :rnuk sunk, ?vgrn ub,b okuf

sjt) ch,fs 'tuv lurc ohagnv kf iust hpn 'irnt sjt xbrp 'ib,b sjt kt - f ,una (ohrcsv kf ,t ohekt rcshu
/vktv ihrxut hrcs ,t 'ohrvyn hrcs ,tu ohtnyn hrcs ,t gunak ihcn ck lk vbeu ',xfrptf lhbzt vag v,t ;t

 ihrhafn hrcs ,tu ihkxup hrcs ,t 'ihrh,n hrcs ,tu
 :d vdhdj

• What question is this raising?  Is a practical one (how can I get psak when rabbis say differnt things) or a theological one (how can

Torah be true when there are opposite opinions)?  What is the answer given?

4.rzghkt hcr chav ouhv u,utc :tb, ihtnyn ohnfju rvyn rzghkt hcr 'thkujk thkuj ihc kuj i,bu ,uhkuj uf,j :o,v ib,
hrntu 'vnt vtn unuenn curj regb /jhfuh vz curj - h,unf vfkv ot :ovk rnt /ubnhv ukche tku okugca ,ucua, kf
urzj /ujhfuh ohnv ,nt - h,unf vfkv ot :ovk rntu rzj /curjv in vhtr ihthcn iht :uk urnt :vnt ,utn gcrt :vk
arsnv ,hc hk,uf - h,unf vfkv ot :ovk rntu rzj /ohnv ,ntn vhtr ihthcn iht :uk urnt /ovhrujtk ohnv ,nt
- vfkvc vz ,t vz ohjmbn ohnfj hshnk, ot :ovk rnt 'gauvh hcr ovc rgd  /kuphk arsnv ,hc hk,uf uyv /ujhfuh
rntu rzj /ihsnugu ihyn ihsgu 'rzghkt hcr ka usucf hbpn upez tku 'gauvh hcr ka usucf hbpn ukpb tk ?ofchy vn o,t
!ouen kfc u,unf vfkva rzghkt hcr kmt ofk vn :vrntu kue ,c v,tmh /ujhfuh ohnav in - h,unf vfkv ot :ovk

) htn - /thv ohnac tk :rntu uhkdr kg gauvh hcr sngk ohrcs (thv ohnac tkrvn vru, vb,b rcfa :vhnrh hcr rnt - ?
) vru,c hbhx rvc ,c,f rcfa 'kue ,cc ihjhdan ubt iht 'hbhxd"f ,una (,yvk ohcr hrjtrnt 'uvhktk i,b hcr vhjfat  /

hbc hbujmb 'hbc hbujmb rntu lhhj te :vhk rnt - ?t,ga thvvc tuv lhrc tasue shcg htn  :vhk
:yb tghmn tcc

• If we do not listen to a Bat Kol why were Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai happy to listen to one above

• Why does Rabbi Eliezer still insist on listening to the Bat Kol

• Does this Gemara quote ‘elu v’elu’?  Does it allow for multiple opinons? Does it contradict the Gemara in Eruvin?

• How can we ignore G-d’s truth?

• In what way does G-d take pride in the fact that we have ‘beaten’ him?

5.kue ,c rjtk itf vru,vu ohcr sdbf v,hv o,vs ////// rnuk ahu rzghkt hcrs kue ,cf ik tnhhe tks tba htn rnt, otu -

///// hpy hphrj uuv htna ,hcs ouan tkt kue ,c ufrmuv tku tcur uuv kkv ,hc vcrst tfv kct ,uyvk ohcr hrjt vrnt
:u ihcurhg ,upxu,
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B] PLURALISTIC MODELS FOR ELU V’ELU

B1] Ritva - multiple Divine truths from Sinai

6.y"nu 'ruvy ohbp y"n rnut vhv vank v"cev rnut vhva rucs kf kg tkt 'ihfh,j vru, hrcs vb,hb tk htbh wr rnt
'tny ihtnynv ucr ',uyvk ohcr hrjt vhk rnt 'rcs ka ururhc kg sungb h,n sg okug ka ubucr uhbpk rnt 'tny ohbp

 ruvy ihrvynv ucr
ch runzn ohkv, arsn

7.hf umrh,u 'rh,n vzu rxut vzu ohhj ohvkt hrcs ovhba uvha rapt lthv k"z ,prm hbcr ukta /ohhj ohvkt hrcs uktu ukt
tvha rntu 'vz kg v"cevk ktau /r,hvk ohbp y"nu ruxhtk ohbp y"n rcsu rcs kf kg uk utrv vru, kcek ournk van vkgaf

rcsc suxu ogy ah ,ntv lrscu arsv hpk tuv iufbu 'o,unf vgrfv vhvhu rusu rus kfca ktrah hnfjk ruxn vz
:dh ihcurhg ,fxn t"cyhrv haushj

• What is the relevance of the number 49?

• Where does Machloket come from?  Is it good or bad?

8.'tny - ick rgak ,nsue ,rvc ot tghers t,ch,nc hdkphn te /xhrd teu tkuess tsrhdt ch,h vuv //// hbnjb rc vcr
 - epx /ruvy - ,rvck osue ick rga otutny hrnt tghers t,ch,n uvkufu 'ruvy :rnut tuv lurc ausev:hrntu /

hmn vuv tk 'vhr,c tjhka ursa /,ukvtc shjh hbt 'ohgdbc shjh hbt :hbnjb rc vcr rnts /hbnjb rc vcr jfub ?jfub itn
vhxrdn vhnup ehxp te vuv tksn 'vhk crenk ,unv ltkn

/up tghmn tcc

9. (th)ktnau ihnh lk ushdh rat rcsv in rux, tk k"zj urnt rcf hf ///// /(:d vdhdj)ihrvyn ukkvu khtuv ost rnth tna 
 rnuk sunk, ?v,gn vru, snk hbt lthv ihrh,n ukkvu ihrxut ukkv ihtnyn ukkvusjt vgurn ub,hb (th:ch ,kve)kt ikuf 

 tuv rcsv ruthc tkt ?vru, snk hbt lthv ;ux ;uxu !t,fusk thaue trsv tkv vaeu /wufu ib,b sjtvtnuy rcs kfca
utnyk ohbp vnfu 'urvyk ohbp vnf ah vrvyu//// 

ihs ,hc ka tcur lunx urvyk od ,urcx aha khtuv vru,v in tny tuva rcs kg ruvy ohexup vynka ihs ,hc otu
ihs ,hck od jf wv i,b hf /vtnuy ka tcur gr,tu urvyk hfv utkc uk aha ,urcx yughn kt urvyk unhfxva vynka

 k"zj urnt vph if kgu /vrvy smk ihyubv ,urcxv ucr,bu itfku itfk ,urcx ,uagk vynka(:d vdhdj)lbzut vag 
 'ihtnynv hrcsu ihrvynv hrcs gunak ck vbeu ,xfrptf,urcxv kfk lhrm ost kf ,ntv hpf hfuk rapt ht hf 

ktna tuva ihnh kg ohrnut ot ukhpt ovn kcek hutr vz ogynu /,urcxv kfc ush vhvh rat sg ihrsvbxv in ,uhvk
:stn iufb lrs vzu ktna smk od ohyubv ,urcx i,ut smn

 rntba unf u,gs snut hp kg iusk ushc hf unmgn rtucn rcsv zt /ihhsv hbhg ,utr hpk kfv hf ////(zy:j vhrfz) ypanu ,nt
ofhrgac uypa ouka,gsv snutu ,hkfa vrgav ihfhrm i,auka hf wrughaw iuak - ofhrgacu 'i,auka kg uypa rntu /

 hf /ihbgvu ouenvu inzv hpkoukav hbpn ,ntv ,ubak lhrm ohngpk //// tmuhfu 
 th:zh ohrcs reh hkf

• What does this important Kli Yakar say about the nature of ‘halachic reality’?

• What is the role of the posek in reaching a psak?  Is he trying to reach the ‘right answer’ by tapping in to the ‘psak’ of God?

B2] Maharshal - multiple human perceptions

10./utr odu ugna rat ,ukuev ivu /// ,urubhm y@n lrs ukceu 'hbhx rvc uhv ,unabv kfa hpk 'rcsk ogy uc,f ohkcuenvu
jf hpk kceu u,dav hpk uka rubhm lrs vtr sjt kf /rubhmc ,uekj,nv - ,uhgsv iv - ,ukuev ,t ohtur ktrah kfu
hahkavu tnyk iurjtv vmek ghdh hbavu ruvyk ghdh sjta sg 'vzn eujr vz v,u,hjp ut vhhukhg curk vbuhkgv u,nab

/// ,nt kfvu ,uumev in eujr ,ugmntk
e�c �xn unuka ka oh �xk vnsev

• What did the people experience at Sinai?  What were they see/hearing?  What does gunak mean in this context?

11. /ohzrv ofj lurc :rnut ktrah hxukfut vturv :ibcr ub, vzk vz ohnus ivhpumrp ihtu 'vzk vz vnus o,gs ihta
 /jb ,ufrc
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                  Wittgenstein's Rabbit

                  
           Old/Young Woman?

C] MONISTIC MODELS FOR ELU V’ELU

C1] Rashi - one truth but many scenarios

12. - ,xfrptf lhbzt vag  ihjcvk gs,afu 'ikuf hrcs gsu 'sunku ,gnua lbzt vag /ohnak ick ikufa rjtnrafh vz htgce - 
 u,unf vfkv

,xfrptf lhbzt vag v�s :d vdhdj h"ar 

13.rn - rnte vhshs trcx sju sj kf /rea itf iht 'tngy rc,xhn hfv rnt sj kf r,hvu ruxhtc ut ihsc htrunt hr, hdhkp hf
uktw rnhnk tfhtu /tbhrjt tbhhbgc vhk hnsn rnu hfv t,khnk t,khn hnsn rn 'truxhtk tngy chvh rnu trh,hvk tngy chvh

 ygun hubhac ohrcsv hubha hpk lpv,n ogyva tngy htv lhhas ihbnhzu tngy htv lhhas ihbnhz /wov ohhj ohvkt hrcs uktu
k�ne tv v�s /zb ,ucu,f  h"ar

• Does Rashi believe that there are multiple potentially true answers for the same scenario, or only one truth?

• In what way are the different opinions ‘the word of God’?  What if a specific opinion doesn’t fit any scenario?

14.ghdv ihcajb uhv tkka ;t ,uruvk ohburjtv ,urus hnfj ihchhujnu ihtar uhva vzc s"gk iufbva ogyn tuv kct
 aujk htsu aha wndv hnfj ,urusc vtruvkthna hpkf ,ntv tuva hpf ihsv ,u,hnt ubuuhf tk hkut kct ,ntv

vtruvk rntb rcf /thv ohnac tkujf hpf ohexupcu x"ac vfkvv rrck hutrf ihhga hrjt ofjvk vtrba hpf tkt 
 'ihsv exp tuv ifa uk vtrbu ,"havn vtrhcu atr scufcvtruvk ,ntv tuvthkd omgc ot ;t 'if ,uruvk chhujnu 

vhv tku expa unf aurhpv vtrb uka rjtn wohhj ohekt hrcsw uhrcs oda rntb vzf kgu 'aurhpv if ubhta thna hpkf
 u,truv kg rfa kcehu /uhrcsk vrh,xuaurhpf ubht ,ntva ;tohburjtvu ohbuatrv ubh,ucr ,ueukjn kf ihbg uvzu ///// /

 rcuxa unf unuenc ,uruvk sjt kf kufh sjf expb tka inz kfa 'rh,n vzu rxut vzasjtf er tuv h,ntv ihsva ;t
ivnohdvubv ,unuen ihc ohrunj ohruxhtc od oheukj vcrv ubhmn vz ogynu /o,truv kg rfa ohkcen ohnfjv hbau 

,ntva ;t ohhj ohekt hrcs ov ovhbau t"nrvfu wxu,v hnfjf ,uruvk ohdvubv ,unuenv ihcu h"cvu o"cnrvf ,uruvk
ovn sjtf er tuva ohna hpkf thkd h,ntv

 vnsev t ekj ohhj jrut van ,urdt ,"ua

• What is ‘halachic truth’? What does Rav Moshe mean by vtruvk ,ntv?

• Does it necessarily fit with ‘God’s truth’?

• Is there one truth or are there many?
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C2]  Ran - parallel truths in Heaven and on Earth

15. ////  'onmgc ohhfpv ohrvynvu ohtnynv hrcsa hrjt hf,ntk unhfxh ovhbaa rapt hturntb ikufa rntb lht '
 thna hne tehpx tfht hnu 'vrucdv hpn vank(:u ihyhd),grfv rxn lrc,h oava 'ubc,fa lrsv kg lf ihbgv kct ?!

 'ohrcsvn rcsc ov unhfxha vna tmnbu 'ovhrjt lanba ubumu 'rusv hnfjk okuf vkthpn van vuymba vn tuv
vrucdv////// /

vz hpk 'u,chx gsb tka hp kg ;tu 'ubh,uapbc gr oaur shkunu 'ubhkt ehzn 'ubnn vru,v uv,gbna vn kfa ihntb kct ////
 ',gsvugcyca vn kgphu ub,ut ehzh tuvv rcsv tkv ?!vhvh vn 'ruvy tuva tny sjt rcsc ohnfjv unhfxhaf if ot

ruvy tuva ohnfjv uc unhfxva hp kg ;tu 'kugpkkan lrs kg tuvu 'vua tuva sjt ox kg ohtpurv unhfxh ukhtu /
if /unmgc ugcy hpf kct 'ohtpurv uc unhfxha vn hpf ;udc oujv ,kugp lan, tka epx ihta ',hghcr vkgnc ouj
ht vz 'r,un tuva ohnfjv unhfxva smn tuvv rcsv gcy vb,ah lht 'apbc ehzn tuva smn vru,v ubk vrxta rcsv
vz lrs kga 'kue ,c ut thcb smn ubk rrc,,a vn hp kg vzc lanba r,uh if ot hutr vhvu /tkpv sm kg er 'rapt

/////// !unmgc rcsv ,,hnt ubk rrc,b

uuc urnthau ruxhtv rcs ukhfth hf od 'kkf apbc sxpv ihrsvbxv ughrfha vnn lanha rapt hta 'sug rcux hbt
kmt cuvt r,uhv rcsv tuv 'vru,v hrun ohnfjv ,umnk vgrfvv smn apbc lanh rat iueh,va hpk /r,un tuva'u

 urntf(cf:uy t"a) cuy jczn guna vbv 'ruxtv rcsv ,khft smn apbc skh,vk s,ugn tuv rat gurv rhxh tuvv iueh,u
tuvv/kgp, u,cajn vbv 'uhkt khguna ,gs kg kfutv uvkfthaf 'ehznv kftnv hf ';udc vreh unmgc vz rcsc tmuhfu 

urhfhu udhah hf od 'ihrsvbxv ,umn rjt ostv lanhaf ihbgv if /dkpun vhvha tk ot 'uezhv ubnn ruxhu 'tuvv kfutc
smn skh,ha hutr vhva gur u,ut kf uapbn rhxh 'ovhrjt lanb u,uhvu 'o,mg rjt ufanhv 'r,un tuva ruxtv rcsc

 vrntu vru,v v,um ifku /tuvv ruxtv rcsv ,khftktnau ihnh lhkt ushdh rat rcsv in rux, tk
 rag sjtv aursv i"rv ,uars

• How does the Ran view the ‘reality’ of aveira?  

• If the Rabbis get it wrong and tell us to do something which is actually spiritually bad for us, why should we listen?  How does the Ran

justify following an ‘incorrect’ psak?

D] IS TRUTH AN ABSOLUTE VALUE?

16.ohrnut ovn ',urucj ,urucju 'oh,hf oh,hf ,rav hftkn uagb 'iuatrv ost ,t ,trck v"cev tca vgac iunhx r"t
trch rnut esm 'ohrea ukufa trch kt rnut ,ntu 'ohsxj knud tuva trch rnut sxj //// trch ohrnut ovnu 'trch kt
ch,fs tuv tsv .rtk ufhkavu ,nt kyb v"cev vag vn 'vyye vhkufs trch kt rnut ouka ',uesm vaug tuva

v �m �r º�t Æ , !n"t Q³%k �J �, �u)ch:j kthbs'lka vhhxfhykt xhxf, vzcn v,t vn ohnkugv iucr v"cev hbpk ,rav hftkn urnt /////  (
) ch,fs tuv tsv '.rtv in ,nt vkg,vp ohkv, (/jnm, .rtn ,nt

iunhx r"t v"s j varp vcr ,hatrc

17.hts 'vhna hnuhcy cr vk hrntu 'vhna ,ucy cru ibcrn tuvv hk rnt 'tnkgc tyaue tfhk tbhnt vuv ahrn :tcr rnt
hban uuv tku 'vhna tyaueu 'tr,t tuvvk hgkeht tsj tbnhz :vhruchsc hban vuv tk tnkgs hkkj kf vhk hcvh uuv
tc,h vuv sj tnuh /vbhn ihbc ih,r, hk uuvu 'iuvbhn t,,ht hchxb /vhbnhz tkc o,vn ahbht ,hhn vuv tku 'uvhhruchsc
/ihbc ih,r, vhk uchfa /tfv t,hk :vk rnt 'tgrt jrut utk :rcx /tast tpry v,ccha ht,t 'tahr tphhj teu uv,hcs
tku 'ihr,tn eup 'lbhn t,uync :vhk urnt /vagn vuv hfv :uvk rnt ?htv htn :vhk urnt 'vhnek tr,ts habht u,t

/habht lbvc tb,un uvc hrd,
:zm ihrsvbx

18.ivk urnt /vsuxju vtb vkf :ohrnut kkv ,hcu 'thva ,unf vkf :ohrnut htna ,hc ?vkfv hbpk ihsern smhf :ibcr ub,
urnt !ejr, rea rcsn (d"f ,una) :vrnt vru,vu ?vsuxju vtb vkf 'vk whrnut 'tnux ut ,rdhj v,hva hrv :v"ck a"c
urnt itfn 'uhbhgc ubjcah :rnut huv ?uhbhgc ubbdh ut uhbhgc ubjcah 'euav in gr jen jeka hn 'ofhrcsk :a"ck v"c ovk

,uhrcv og ,crugn ost ka u,gs tv, okugk :ohnfj
/zh ,ucu,f

• Is truth an absolute value?
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