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TORAH, TEXT AND TRANSMISSION
6 - MACHLOKET AND MULTIPLE THRUTHS

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015

A] CAN THERE BE MULTIPLE TRUTHS?
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* Whatis a ‘bat kol’? Why is it not a ‘kol’ or a ‘ben kol'?
* Why does the halacha in the end follow Beit Hillel? Is this a valid halachic reason for ruling like them?
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* What question is this raising? Is a practical one (how can | get psak when rabbis say differnt things) or a theological one (how can
Torah be true when there are opposite opinions)? What is the answer given?
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* If we do not listen to a Bat Kol why were Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai happy to listen to one above
* Why does Rabbi Eliezer still insist on listening to the Bat Kol
* Does this Gemara quote ‘eluv’elu’? Does it allow for multiple opinons? Does it contradict the Gemara in Eruvin?
* How can we ignore G-d’s truth?
* In what way does G-d take pride in the fact that we have ‘beaten’ him?
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B] PLURALISTIC MODELS FOR ELU V'ELU

B1] Ritva - multiple Divine truths from Sinai
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* What s the relevance of the number 49?
* Where does Machloket come from? s it good or bad?
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* What does this important Kli Yakar say about the nature of ‘halachic reality’?
* What is the role of the posek in reaching a psak? Is he trying to reach the ‘right answer’ by tapping in to the ‘psak’ of God?

B2] Maharshal - multiple human perceptions
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* What did the people experience at Sinai? What were they see/hearing? What does ¥17¥> mean in this context?
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Old/Young Woman?

C] MONISTIC MODELS FOR ELU V'ELU

C1] Rashi - one truth but many scenarios
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* Does Rashi believe that there are multiple potentially true answers for the same scenario, or only one truth?
* |n what way are the different opinions ‘the word of God’? What if a specific opinion doesn’t fit any scenario?
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* What is ‘halachic truth’? What does Rav Moshe mean by nNNY nNNN?
* Does it necessarily fit with ‘God’s truth’?
* |s there one truth or are there many?
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C2] Ran - parallel truths in Heaven and on Earth

102

YINNI 191OY MNP DN IDPIDY DMIVY IWIN ON ,DNYYI D»I9N DMINVNM DORNLHNN MATY NN I ...
NYIIN 0N TIAN DYNY NANOY TITN 9Y Td PN YIR 1a pox) NNDY NP NPPOD NN M) ;NN 290 NWnY
290 W MOSIY NN NN ,DMIATNN I2T1 DN YPIDOW NNY KON ,DMINN TYOIW MY ,NTN MONY D9 NON

...... FaRibY

V9D N0 YT NOW OO DY R IPTMIVAIL Y OV DO IPON %3, 1010 NNNN INNYINY NN DY PHNI DIN ...
WIALAY NN DY NN PO XIND IATN NI 110 N1, NNV NINY XNV TAN 1272 DYIIND WPIDWI 13 ON ,NYTN
SVUN TIT DY NIM MY XINY TR DD DY DORNIN 1D 1N NNV NINY DIONN 12 10NV 19 DY GN) Va2
19 XY YAV 295 HAN ,DONIN 1 WPIDW NN 3D G2 DINN NV TUNN ROV PAD PRY TP NOYNI ON
AN T, IMN NINY DMIONN WPIDNY TN NINN I2TN Y20 NN PR WL PO1) XINY TN NNND NI NIONY 121N
M TOT DYV 030 N2 IN NI TN NY NIANNY NN YD DY M TYNIY N JD DX NN 7P NN T DY P, IWON

....... NNV 2TH NIPHN ND 772N

12 1INDNOW) NOINRD 927 12N 9 D) D95 WAL T09N PITNIDN WY NN TUDY JYON IRV TY 921D NIN)
OI8N NN 9NN 929N NI ,NNNN YN DNOND MNND NYINN I8N YL TYNd JUN PPNV 29D AN NINY
DONN 929D NPON I8N W2 TDPNNY TN NN YN ¥191 920> XD PRI , 290 N1 DY 77977 (2390 N'w) YIIND
Y9N INIYNN NN, PON DOWINY NYT DY DIINN INDINOWI ,PIN DINRNN N2 NP XY T 1272 YY) NN
1D INY D DI, )PITIION MNN NN DTRND TYIOWI PIYD 12 29910 MY KXY DX PVN 0N NN ,XINN 9IINA
TN TOTPY NN POV YT IR 9 WA DD ,DIPINK TYNI NP ,DNNY INX 1DWDN MmN XINY NOND 1272

INOY) P2 PON 1T IUN 1277 )0 DDA NI DINNI INNN DM 1991 .XINN NMORN 1270 NDIN

15.

Y INND YT )9 MYIT

* How does the Ran view the ‘reality’ of aveira?

* |f the Rabbis get it wrong and tell us to do something which is actually spiritually bad for us, why should we listen? How does the Ran

justify following an ‘incorrect’ psak?

D] IS TRUTH AN ABSOLUTE VALUE?
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e Is truth an absolute value?
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