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TORAH, TEXT AND TRANSMISSION

5 - PROPHECY, HALACHA AND THE FIRST TEMPLE
PERIOD

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015

A] THE ERA OF PROPHECY
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* What is the halachic authority of any prophecy?

W YNYI TN DY ON IINIY YT H1T2D TINGD 2910 12 PPNND MY PN, NYND NN THYY N2 DY TN DINYD) 2.
-rmb mxv) M o, oM "wmjn PN TN ]3’1) DN -mm_ ;NP2 w)‘n NMNY mxm 9N NIN ;'\DN‘W) nn 527

\myn: qw:);

a2:0 79NN YO MadH 0"aN9
* What is the Jewish attitude towards ‘miracle-workers’?

* What would be the Jewish response to ‘miracle-workers’ who proves their nevuah and then instruct the people to break the Torah?
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* How did the Nevi'im impact on Torah? Is there a distinction between TSBK and TSBP?
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* What do these numbers say about access of ordinary people to Nevi'im?
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* In what way were the Nevi'im part of the process of transmission of TSBP? Did they do so in their capacity as Nevi'im?
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B] THE RAMBAM'S POSITION - HALACHA CAN NEVER BE DERIVED THROUGH PROPHECY
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* Note the exception of hora’at sh’ah by a Navi
* Note also the dual role of Eliyahu in the future - serving as a Navi for issues of prophecy and fact, and as a Chacham (‘HaTishbi’) for
issues of halacha

C] CONTINUING REVELATION
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* According to the Kuzari, what part do Nevi’im play in the unfolding of the halachic process. How would the Rambam relate to this?
* What does that tell us about the concept of ‘revelation’?
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 What does Rav Tzadok® mean by saying that the TSBP ‘began’ at the start of the Second Temple? What happened to the Mesora
from Sinai!? In what sense was there a new ‘start’ after the first Exile?

18.

All the days of the prophets ..... there was no need to obey the Sages. It seems likely that, even though it is
true that there is no place for prophecy as far as the study and knowledge of Torah, as it is written "/7he Torah]
Is not in Heaver’ etc .... [this rule] applies to knowledge of the laws of the Torah and its general rules, but there
is ample room [for knowledge acquired by means of] prophecy [as far as] the details of their performance at any
particular time, as Maimonides describes at length in his Introduction to the Commentary on the Mishna: as a
temporary expedient the prophet has the power to suspend the commandments of the Torah

*Reb Tzadok HaCohen, Zikaron Larishonim 8-12

19.

It goes without saying that in doubtful instances they [the people and the Sages] were required to obey the
prophet, and many prophets arose [in] Israel [to] command action in particular situations. .... Therefore the
general leadership of the[se] generations was in the hands of the prophets, who were the leaders of the[se]

generations as far as the affairs of [each] generation [were concerned]
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1. For more detail on Rav Kook’s position on Halacha and Nevuah, see Rav Yuval Sherlo’s essay, available at www.ypt.co.il/show.asp?id=28842

2. Seetwo seminal articles on this point by Rabbi Professor Ya’akov Elman: (1) R. Zadok on the History of Halacha, Tradition 21(4), Fall 1985; (2) Reb Zadok

Hakohen of Lublin on Prophecy in the Halachic Process, Jewish Law Association Studies 1 pp.1-16
3. trans. Rabbi EIman ibid
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* Does Nevuah have any role today? How is Rav Kook looking at Aggadata?

* Note Rav Kook’s seminal essay - "2 D)y, MMNX - N>21 9>7y 00N

D] THE END OF NEVUAH
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* Why did the urge for Avoda Zara disappear in the Second Temple period?
* Why would it be linked to the disappearance of Nevuah?
* What else was happening in the world which parallels these trends?

APPENDIX

MITZVOT DURING BAYIT RISHON

* ltis not clear from the Tanach itself how the halachic system operated in practice during the Bayit Rishon period. Indeed, one would
not expect the Tanach to be explicit on this point, not being a history book or a treatise on the development of halacha! There is clear
evidence throughout the Tanach of Torah mitzvot being kept in different circumstances. There are also many examples of events in
Tanach which appear to contradict the mitzvot and halacha. Chazal examine these with a view to explaining their halachic operation
(eg David and Batsheva, Eliyahu at Har Carmel and many others) and explain the halachic principles in TsbP which underpin the
relevant events.

The following lists come from a shiur on this topic delivered at Yeshivat Har Etzion by Dr. Yoav Barzilay?

4. Rav Sherlo in his article wants to show that the machloket between the Rambam and the Kuzari is in fact a machloket Tannaim within the Bavli and a machloket
between the Bavli and the Yerushalmi. He also suggests that certain Tannaim connect more with an ongoing ‘prophetic’ style, such as Rabbi Shimon (Bar
Yochai) who famously takes the positions that we can be X7p7 NpYL YT

5. Delivered at the Yemei lyun BaTanach 5772 (shiur 118)
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