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TORAH, TEXT AND TRANSMISSION
5 - PROPHECY, HALACHA AND THE FIRST TEMPLE

PERIOD
OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015

A] THE ERA OF PROPHECY
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• What is the halachic authority of any prophecy?
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• What is the Jewish attitude towards ‘miracle-workers’?

• What would be the Jewish response to ‘miracle-workers’ who proves their nevuah and then instruct the people to break the Torah?  
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4. 'ktrahk ovk utcb,b ,uthcb gcau ohthcb vbunau ohgcrt :ibcr ub,vru,c cu,fa vn kg urh,uv tku u,jp tku.uj '
 vkhdn trenn

 /sh vkhdn

• How did the Nevi’im impact on Torah?  Is there a distinction between TSBK and TSBP?

5.vc,fb tk - vfrmuv tkau 'vc,fb ,urusk vfrmuva vtucb tkt ohrmn htmuhf ohkpf - ktrahk ovk usng ohthcb vcrv

 /sh vkhdn

• What do these numbers say about access of ordinary people to Nevi’im?

6. ohbezk gauvhu gauvhk vrxnu hbhxn vru, kce vanohthcbk ohbezu/// vkusdv ,xbf habtk vurxn ohthcbu 

 t vban t erp ,uct ,fxn vban

• In what way were the Nevi’im part of the process of transmission of TSBP?  Did they do so in their capacity as Nevi’im?

7.//// uuv ohthcb ;ux hftknu vhrfz hdju /////

:sh tr,c tcc
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B] THE RAMBAM’S POSITION - HALACHA CAN NEVER BE DERIVED THROUGH PROPHECY

8.:uvct hcr rnt /van ka ukct hnhc ujf,ab ohrpux heusesu ',uua ,urhzdu 'ihrunju ihke ,utn gcau ;kt :tb, ih,hb,nc
 rntba 'ukupkp lu,n zbe ic kthb,g irhzjv f"pgt(uy gauvh) vatk u,c vxfg ,t uk i,hu ckf hjt zbe ic kthb,g vsfkhu

/zy vrun,

9. :k"t !kta gauvhk uk urnt /van ka ukct hnhc ujf,ab ,ufkv ohpkt ,aka(�k ohrcs)  thv ohnac tkktunak uk urnt /
 :ovk rnt !kta,umnv vktv,gn rcs asjk htar thcbv ihta - 

/zy vrun,

10.iuhgv hbhbgc xjbhpu gauvh vagha vn tkt ',usn d"hc ohbhsv ,shnku vru,v haurhpc iuhgc khgu, tk vtucbva 'gsu

hat cru tbhcr vagha vn tuv ihsvu

vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

11. //// kcuenv aurhpc grdhu ;hxuha ut ,utrenc grdhu ;hxuha ihc kscv ihtup"gt vhvha hubha vzht vkcec vbaha ut //// '

shv ,mhme tuva 'lhbhg xuj, tk vpf ,t v,umeu vru,c rntba vna rntha iudf 'u,ut ohghhxn ohcu,fv hyapa
 'vkcev vrthca unf ahhcnv xbe ubhtu anntuv vpf ,t v,umeu wba vza hk rnt wva rnthu vtucbk vz rcs xjhhu

uyapf 'rea thcb tuva hpk ebjc ,nuh vz odthcbva hpk ',pun ut ,utk aujk iht vzc odu /uk rnt tka vn wvk xjhu 
ubhnth lc odu urntc lfc wv uk jhycva unf uc vbuntvu u,u,nt ubhckc wv i,bu uh,punc okugv htc kf ,t thkpva

 urnt tuvu 'uz ,kuz vru, oua wv ,tn tuc, tka wv hp kg ubghsuv rcf 'okugkubk vkgh hn rntk thv ohnac tk
vnhnav wufu  thv ohk rcgn tku �ufulcckcu lhpc stn rcsv lhkt cure hfasjk htar thcb iht v"g urnt lfhpku /////

v,gn rcs

vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

12.thcbv kscb sckc vzcu /okufk j,pn vzv suxhv vbv ,umnv in vumn sdb ohthcbv hrcsn trenc tmn,a vn kfu

otu 'ohthcb obhta uk ohnusv ohnfjv rtaf tuv hrv vru,v hbhsc vrhejcu ihscu iuhgc kct 'vru,c ost hbc rtan
tkt 'uk ihgnua iht iufbv tuv haurhp hf wv hk rnt thcbv rnthu 'rjt aurhp thcb ubhta hn arphu 'aurhp vzht arph
ohcr hrjt aurhpv u,ut lphv uarhp ofju ohnfj ;ktu 'aurhp vzht uarhp gahktu uvhktf okufa ohthcb ;kt ukhpt

 //// ohdkpunv ohthcb ;ktv hrcsf tk 'ofju ohnfj ;ktv hrcsf ohaugu ',uyvkvtucbv smn vru,c iugrdu ,pxu, ihta
ohbp ouacdrvb thcbv u,ut hrv 'iufbv tuv hbukp ka ubhsau 'lf ,hbukp vumnc expv hf uk rnt wva thcbv rnt ot ifu /

 'iugrd ihtu ,pxu, ihtu iuatrv jhkav hrjt vru, ihta hpk 'ubrthca unf rea thcb tuva hpkthv ohnac tktku '
ohukv ohbvfv kt ,tcu rnt tkt 'thcbv kt ,tcu rnt tk 'ihsv hkgc ohnfjv kt ubjnv tkt ohthcbv kt wv ubjnv

 iufbv tuvu stn stn vz ihbgc ohnfj ufhrtv rcfu 'ypuav ktu

vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

• Note the exception of hora’at sh’ah by a Navi

• Note also the dual role of Eliyahu in the future - serving as a Navi for issues of prophecy and fact, and as a Chacham (‘HaTishbi’) for

issues of halacha

CONTINUING REVELATION

13.n /ubnn grd, tku uhkg ;hxu, tk og vz if,h lht :hrzufv rnt //tnuasjh tka hsf 'iunvk tkt vz rntb tk :rcjv rnt 
 'ohtrev ohauga unf o,aevn ,uru, onmgk ugcehu o,gsn unfj,hu okfanvan hrjt ohthcbv in gunak rhvznu

 :thcbc rnta unf 'ohypuavu ohbvfv inu(jh:jh ohrcs) wudu lunf ovhjt cren ovk ohet thcb :urntn vhvu /// '(c:s ohrcs) tk
of,t vumn hfbt rat rcsv kg uphxu, 'lhjtn lcren thcb hsh kgu van hsh kg of,t h,huma vn kgohtb,v kg '

vtucbc ohrfzbv

 tn-n ,ut d rntn hrzufv rpx

• According to the Kuzari, what part do Nevi’im play in the unfolding of the halachic process.  How would the Rambam relate to this?

• What does that tell us about the concept of ‘revelation’?

C]
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14.vtruvk ghhxn asuev juru vtucbva thv hrzufv ,yha ,cnrv hrcsf tks"oekjna o

te wng wc vwhtrv ,urdht

15./// vzc vtucbv oukf vkgp tk ,ntcu 'ohthcb hsh kg ,ruxnv v,hhv vrenc era rnuk tuv ejuss ///

dfe wng wt v"htrv ,urdht
1

16.)(yh ,una- rvv ,h,j,c ucmh,hu ',hdhdf rvv ,t ovhkg tuv lurc ausev vpfa snkn :txj rc tnj rc hnhsct cr rnt
hnhc vukce rusv 'if hp kg ;t :tcr rnt ///// of,ruce tv, oa - utk otu 'cyun - vru,v ohkcen o,t ot :ovk rntu

 ch,fs /auruajt(y r,xt)ohsuvhv ukceu unhe rcf ukchea vn unhhe '

/jp ,ca

17.unf vp kgca vru,v if od usxh ov ,hcv hsxhhn ova vkusdv ,xbf habtn hba ,hcc vhv vp kgca vru, ,kj,v ///
 ohkeas hnkaurhc urnta(t vfkv v erp ahr)s hfsrn hnhcu /rcf ukchea vn unhhehsh kg tka vcvtn vru,v kcek urzja 

 k"z urnta unf ,hdhdf rv ,hhpf(/jp ,ca) lfk ufz zttnujb,c urnta unf vp kgca vru, kg vhv rv ,hhpfv rehg hf /
 (d jb ,arp)hrndk ovk ihhsg vrxnb tk obumrn vukche tka inz kfu //// wv shn c,fc kfv ohthcb hp kg ohdvb,n uhvu

ub ,ut - vkhk hxhxr rpx

• What does Rav Tzadok
2
 mean by saying that the TSBP ‘began’ at the start of the Second Temple?  What happened to the Mesora

from Sinai!? In what sense was there a new ‘start’ after the first Exile?

 

18. All the days of the prophets ..... there was no need to obey the Sages.  It seems likely that, even though it is

true that there is no place for prophecy as far as the study and knowledge of Torah, as it is written “[The Torah]

is not in Heaven” etc .... [this rule] applies to knowledge of the laws of the Torah and its general rules, but there

is ample room [for knowledge acquired by means of] prophecy [as far as] the details of their performance at any

particular time, as Maimonides describes at length in his Introduction to the Commentary on the Mishna: as a

temporary expedient the prophet has the power to suspend the commandments of the Torah
3
Reb Tzadok HaCohen, Zikaron Larishonim 8-12

19. It goes without saying that in doubtful instances they [the people and the Sages] were required to obey the

prophet, and many prophets arose [in] Israel [to] command action in particular situations. .... Therefore the

general leadership of the[se] generations was in the hands of the prophets, who were the leaders of the[se]

generations as far as the affairs of [each] generation [were concerned]

Reb Tzadok HaCohen, Zikaron Larishonim 11

20.hrcs kf hf /hba ,hcc vhv tka ktrahc vbhfav hukhd eukhxu vtucbv ,nh,j ,gn vhv vp kgca vru, hukhd ,kj,v hf
hpf kcdunu rsdun tuv tkhnnu //// vzv okugv auck hpf ohkd,n ov hf c,fc if od ohack,n ov wv rcs tuva vtucb

 ukhcdnv auckvu hkfvvtucbc ovk ,utrvk lrc,h oav vmra vn er dhavk ohkufh ihtu
 ktrahc zt vhva vbhfa hukhdu vtucbv gpa ,tpn ouen kfn if od ohnfj uhva hp kg ;tulrs vdav cajb vhv tk

oukfk unmgn vnfjurnt if kgs ,h,hnt vdav thv ot ohgsuh ihta vzv okugv smn vkptu ,epuxn vdav vz hf 
(/sf ihrsvbxc)  [o�kIg h �, �n  F] h #b $ch #JIv oh #F $J&j $n  C (u::d vfht)smn ,ntv dhavk vp kgca vru, ,nfj kf uvzu /hkcc sunk, kg

okgvvu kputv
 kkf ohfajn ka ,udavk ohxbfb uhv tk ktrahc vbhfa ,trav vhva inzc kct okgvv inzc uvzuvdvbvv kf zt vhv hf

ohrmn htmuhf ohkpf ohthcb uhvs vtucb hp kgtk ,urusk vfhrm tka vtucba tkt 'rugha ihtk asuev jur hkgc sckn 
 vc,fb(/sh vkhdn) ohthcb hp kg vhv vga hpks vdvbvv kf kct ,uct ahrc urnt if kgu (t 't)ohthcbu ohthcbk urxn ohbez 

,nsevc o"cnrv c,fa unf lf rjt unf rus rjt rus ovc od ohkcenv rsx ucaj tku vkusdv ,xbf habtk vurxn
///// ovc od vkce rsx thmnvk uruchj

 ub ,ut - vkhk hxhxr rpx

1. For more detail on Rav Kook’s position on Halacha and Nevuah, see Rav Yuval Sherlo’s essay, available at www.ypt.co.il/show.asp?id=28842

2. See two seminal articles on this point by Rabbi Professor Ya’akov Elman: (1) R. Zadok on the History of Halacha, Tradition 21(4), Fall 1985; (2) Reb Zadok

Hakohen of Lublin on Prophecy in the Halachic Process, Jewish Law Association Studies 1 pp.1-16

3. trans. Rabbi Elman ibid
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21.tc vkgp 'vru,v hara ka hnhbpv smv thva vsdtv ,nfjk suxh thva vtucbv ,nfju"kccn r,uh vcrv h4vbhta '
vtucbk vhutr

wt vwhtrv ,urdht

• Does Nevuah have any role today?  How is Rav Kook looking at Aggadata?

• Note Rav Kook’s seminal essay  -  thcbn ;hsg ofj wc ohbugrz ',urut -

THE END OF NEVUAH

22.(s:y vhnjb)  /o )vhe«k+t wv k )t k«us�D k«ue  C Ue&g  z #H $uvhcrjts htv ubhhv !thhc 'thhc :ibjuh hcr tnh,htu cr rnt - ?runt htn
tkt ik vh,cvh oukf !ibhc sern ihhsgu 'iuvgrtn ktrahk uvbhkdtu 'hehsm uvkufk uvbhkyeu 'vhkfhvk vhkeu 'tasenk
t,hbg,c uch,ut //// w,ntw vc c,f vuvs 'tghern te,hp uvk kpb !ibhgc vhrdt tku ibhgc uvht tk /trdt vhc hkucek

 /uvhkvhb uvurxn 't,tukhk t,k,u ihnuh t,k,ohasev hase ,hcn trubs thrud hf t,t epb- ktrahk thcb uvk rnt /
 rntba 'vrz vsucgs trmh ubhhv(j:v vhrfz)  v º�g  J #r �v ,t´«z Ær )ntÆ«H $u

 :yx tnuh

23.vtucbv vkyc grv rmhv ,t udrvan whp :ohthcbv uhv itf sg

 k erp vcr okug rsxk twrdv arhp

24. //// I,Uf k $n r �c �2 #T Is  n �g  fU :IbIm  r #F v �G �g  u c $r k �J  n #n k $J �nU rIC #D Q)k )n s $n �g  u)(d:th kthbs'vba c"h lkna iusen xursbxfkt tuv 
asev jurc ohtcb,n ohthcbv uhv itf sg 'lkhtu itfn 'ohnfj hrcs gnau lbzt yv (zh:cf hkan)

 k erp vcr okug rsx

• Why did the urge for Avoda Zara disappear in the Second Temple period?

• Why would it be linked to the disappearance of Nevuah?

• What else was happening in the world which parallels these trends? 

APPENDIX

MITZVOT DURING BAYIT RISHON

• It is not clear from the Tanach itself how the halachic system operated  in practice during the Bayit Rishon period.  Indeed, one would

not expect the Tanach to be explicit on this point, not being a history book or a treatise on the development of halacha!   There is clear

evidence throughout the Tanach of Torah mitzvot being kept in different circumstances.   There are also many examples of events in

Tanach which appear to contradict the mitzvot and halacha.  Chazal examine these with a view to explaining their halachic operation

(eg David and Batsheva, Eliyahu at Har Carmel and many others) and explain the halachic principles in TsbP which underpin the

relevant events.  

The following lists come from a shiur on this topic delivered at Yeshivat Har Etzion by Dr. Yoav Barzilay5

D]

4. Rav Sherlo in his article wants to show that the machloket between the Rambam and the Kuzari is in fact a machloket Tannaim within the Bavli and a machloket

between the Bavli and the Yerushalmi.  He also suggests that certain Tannaim connect more with an ongoing ‘prophetic’ style, such as Rabbi Shimon (Bar

Yochai) who famously takes the positions that we can be tres tngy arus

 5. Delivered at the Yemei Iyun BaTanach 5772 (shiur 118)
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