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TORAH, TEXT AND TRANSMISSION
4 - THE ADVANTAGES OF ORAL TORAH

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015

0 P2 NON 252N 1) 7Y O PYTY DX PRI AN 02T 1NN N9 DT 1NN JHNI 12 HNINY 27 DWA »N 117 1.
12520 NOAY YMN NVIN NTN - SN TP TINY 72 TIN 27179 719877 D273777 29 5Y 29 (975 mnw) DT

91991 2 PI9 NS NN MHVIP PHNdN
* What is the ‘brit’ between G-d and Klal Yisrael?
* What are the implications of the fact that this brit is on the TSBP?

A] TO MAINTAIN AN INTIMATE CONNECTION WITH G-D
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* TSBK = Holy Words; TSBP = Holy Ideas
* When do TSBK and TSBP gain their specific kedusha?

DTN NTOIY NN P HIINY NI ... NN GOPN DY NI 1102 1Y NN DNNM DTRD N9 NONY N DYaW 1NN YW 3.
(D PO TP TAN 2770 NON D227 OV NIV N DYaW DMIT DIvA NOX I DY I3 NAPN N1 NY 1ON
NI PN NNY ANIIY NNNN NI 7PN DAPNM 1IN YN - TN DT NV I1INNDY NN 1IN XD MY 1IN

DTN2

N0 ‘9 HNIY NINON Y9N

PO MMSNA DB DD DNNN DT DNHPNT NP A2 NYYN INIY N VYN N DYa S'AN DNY 1NNV DY MM 4.
MDY NNNN 2 NNNIY DI NPNIL IX P NN DAY NNNND DOOPNRN DN IRIVIT - DY MY NNNM DN
SV 9P PN21 DN INIWT R¥D) 9"yaY NNNN DN )TIT D"NK DIN ,IWYTR SWNYN XM N'ON 12 NNV PN
ANOM PPNT WNRYN RO DYTPN DXY XN N'0 DY PPNV W 725 MS 5Y 02779 1NN IIRY 1N 9"yavn
..... NI TN NDID NI NNNN 1D D N0 ON TN DY 12 DINOY

N Y17 OOWIT "DN N2 NV
* What is the basis of our special relationship with TSBP?
* How is it different to that with TSBK?
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B] FLEXIBILITY AND DEVELOPMENT
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7. How to face the confrontation between the text and the actual life situation, how to resolve the problems arising out of the
confrontation, is the task of the 7orah Shebe’al Peh, the Oral Law. This second Torah, ever since the days of Moses, handed
down from generation to generation, accompanies the 7Torah Shebiktav, the Written Word, along its journey of realization in
the innumerable concrete situations through which the Jewish people passes in the course of its history. It is the wisdom of
Torah implementation in the daily life of the Jewish people. It makes the Torah Torat Hayim - living, teaching and relevant law

R. Eliezer Berkovitz, Not In Heaven, Intro page xx

8. Kant was of the opinion that man knows he is duty-bound to obey a ‘universal system of law’ but does not understand the
source of that law. .... Kant is able to write: “The supreme principle of morality | shall, therefore, call the principle of the
autonomy of the will, to distinguish it from all other principles, which I shall call principles of heteronomy.” Needless to say, a

law commanded by God, usually referred to as theonomous, is one form of heteronomy.

The fact is that there is no such thing as ##ewill of man. ..... Man as a creator of his values just does not exist. There is no man
in the abstract; there are only men ...... each claiming the authority of the autonomous will. Autonomy thus degenerates

into everyone’s ‘doing his own thing’. The result is social and international decadence.

If, then ... we concentrate on heteronomy in the sense of the revealed system of law, the confrontation between autonomy and
theonomy appears in a new sense. It is the collision between a relativism that leads to social as well as international
decadence and a barren fundamentalism that stifles human nature. In the morality of the covenant, theonomy and autonomy
serve together a common purpose. The supreme principle of the law to which a man is subject is theonomous, its ultimate
source of authority being the will of God; the interpretation of the law and its application to innumerable and forever-changing
life situations are autonomous. Theonomy liberates the human will from the potentially destructive relativism of its
subjectivity; human autonomy protects the absoluteness of the law against the occasional negative consequences of its
time-alienated objectivity. Through halacha, the word from Sinai has become the way of life of the Jewish people throughout

history

R. Eliezer Berkovitz, Not In Heaven, pages 125-7

C] TO MAINTAIN OUR SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH G-D
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* Which non-Jewish nations/religions have claimed to be the “New Israel”?
* What is their attitude to and relationship with the TSBK? TSBP?

D] WRITTEN TEXTS WILL BY DEFINITION BE AMBIGUOUS
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E] PARTNERSHIP WITH G-D - HUMAN INVOLVEMENT AND CREATIVITY IN HALACHIC DEVELOPMENT
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F] WRITTEN TORAH IS ACCESSIBLE TO THOSE WHO ARE NOT QUALIFIED TO UNDERSTAND IT PROPERLY
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G] ORAL TORAH MAINTAINS A UNIFIED PSAK AND PREVENTS SCHISM

DM PN T 99N P2 [MIN NIPN NNNN ORI D ... NPIVNN 12D KD T D¢ DNY YYD DY A HPHINY NN DD 21.
TYTANY WP 7PN XY MINYD NN TR TAX DI 7MY DDV DAY DITHN PT 12 DN PN XOY

VD ‘9 HNIY NINON Y9N

H] OTHER ADVANTAGES OF AN ORAL LAW TRANSMISSION

* promotes active learning

* promotes contact with teachers and authentic sources to (i) avoid misunderstanding and; (ii) maximize inspiration and and visions of
greatness (note spiritual and ethical qualities required of teachers)

* avoids superficial readings and encourages questions

* promotes feedback and challenge so as to involve and enfranchise students in the process of Torah
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