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TORAH, TEXT AND TRANSMISSION
4 - THE ADVANTAGES OF ORAL TORAH

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015

1.vn in tkt chcj ivn vz ht ihgsuh ubt ihtu c,fc ohrcs urntbu vpc ohrcs urntb injb rc ktuna hcr oac hhdj hcr
 ch,fs(zf:sk ,una) - ktrah ,tu ,hrc l,t h,rf vktv ohrcsv hp kg hf ihchcj vpca i,ut vrnt tsv

 s vfkv c erp vtp ,fxn hnkaurh sunk,

• What is the ‘brit’ between G-d and  Klal Yisrael?

• What are the implications of the fact that this brit is on the TSBP?

A] TO MAINTAIN AN INTIMATE CONNECTION WITH G-D

2.vkhn vank vrxnb c,fca vru, hf tuv p�gca vru,k c,fca vru, ihca kf ihgk vkdbvu kusdv eukhjv vbvs 'gs kct
n 'vkhnc,hatrc sg ktrah kf hbhgk ',uknv tku 'ihbgv uk rxnb vp kgca vru,uutcb,b ohthcbv kf kwz urnt zwgu  /

wv rnt vfwcw'ihbgv tkt ktrahk irxnk ,uknv ukce tk ohthcbv kwr /wrcsv vzwcu wvfwc tcb,ba van ovhkg ;hxuv '
wwv rnt vfw vzu 'onmg ouakc o,bcv hpf ihbgv ,t urxn ovu/c,fca vru, ubhhvs 'wrcsv vzwcu wvfwc tcb,v van kct 

 'vkce ratf vknc vkn c,fca vru, - wwv rnt vfwc vp kgca cru,u wrcsv vzwcunmg iuakc ihbgv vp kgca vru,u///// 
ubhbhg ratfu /c,fc er ruxnk rapt ht ,uknv hf 'vank rxn ,ukn wv hf rntk ihta tyhap vp kgca vru, kct
rxnbv ihbg kf vbvu  /hbhx ,kcen ihcva vn ik rxn ubhcr vanu ohbhbgv er rxnb tk hbhxn vank vfkvs ,ntc ,utur

 'ahtk ahtn u,bcvc vbuaha jbun ugcyc 'vp kg,hyrpv u,bcvu u,davn ygn uc xhbfn sjt kfs
hghcr rus rpxk vnev

• TSBK = Holy Words; TSBP = Holy Ideas

• When do TSBK and TSBP gain their specific kedusha?

3. ostv vpc thva vp kgca vru, h guhrndk ung thv vru,vuostc ,snug thv er unmg hbpc /// vcu,f ;kev kg ubhtu 
 rntba vp kgca ohrcs khcac tkt ktrah og ,hrc v cev ,rf tk ifku,hrc l,t h,rf tktv ohrcsv p�g (:x ihyhd)

 ',hrcv kcenvu ,hrcv i,ub - sjh ohrcs hba rcjna ruchjvu ,hrcv tuv vz rcsu,snug ubht thva c,fca vru,v tk
ostc

j�x �p ktrah ,rtp, k�rvn

4. vbvur,uh vkusd vkgn ktrah vc ukg,b vp kgc f"jt ovk i,hba z"hguhv ,ujukvc zunr whv vru,v kfs osuens '
unfu vru,v uc jbuna hkf ,bhjcc zt uhvu v,ut ohrnuau vru,vk ohnhhenv ov ktrahs - ohbhhbg hba vru,vu ktrah
ka ;ke whjcc ov ktrahs tmnb p"gca vru,v ovk i,hbs f"jt kct 'vause hahna, tuvu ,"xv uc jbuna e"vt

 cu,fv rnta unfu p"gcau,lck juk kg oc,fc,fvu ;kevs ahna, tku vausev omg tuv ,"x ka ;keva unfu 
///// tuv sj tkuf ktrahu vru,v if unf /,"x ov sjhc ovhba uc cu,fa

 jh aurs ohaurs hukv ,hc ,"ua

• What is the basis of our special relationship with TSBP?

• How is it different to that with TSBK?

5.u,tu 'ohgcrt ch,f ,"xc ukhts 'vcr trcd hnen hnhhe tku vru, rpx hnen hnhhes habht rta htapy vnf :tcr rnt
 tsj urmc ibcr

 :cf ,ufn
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B] FLEXIBILITY AND DEVELOPMENT

6.shn, ohasj,nv ohyrpva hpk /ohbnzv kfc ehpx,a iputc vnka lrc,h oav ,ru, vhv,a rapt hta hpk sugu
 'rpx okkfhan stn ohcr ov ohkgpbv ohrcsvu ohypanc 'ohabtv hbhbgcohkkuf ohfrs vp kg hbhxc vank ub,b if kg

vrmec vru,c uznrb ohasj,nv ohyrpv rusu rus kfca ohnfjv uthmuh osh kga hsf '
df erp d rntn ohrehgv rpx

7. How to face the confrontation between the text and the actual life situation, how to resolve the problems arising out of the

confrontation, is the task of the Torah Shebe’al Peh, the Oral Law.  This second Torah, ever since the days of Moses, handed

down from generation to generation, accompanies the Torah Shebiktav, the Written Word, along its journey of realization in

the innumerable concrete situations through which the Jewish people passes in the course of its history.  It is the wisdom of

Torah implementation in the daily life of the Jewish people.  It makes the Torah Torat Hayim - living, teaching and relevant law  

R. Eliezer Berkovitz, Not In Heaven, Intro page xx 

8. Kant was of the opinion that man knows he is duty-bound to obey a ‘universal system of law’ but does not understand the

source of that law.  .... Kant is able to write: “The supreme principle of morality I shall, therefore, call the principle of the

autonomy of the will, to distinguish it from all other principles, which I shall call principles of heteronomy.”  Needless to say, a

law commanded by God, usually referred to as theonomous, is one form of heteronomy.

The fact is that there is no such thing as the will of man.  ..... Man as a creator of his values just does not exist.  There is no man

in the abstract; there are only men ...... each claiming the authority of the autonomous will.  Autonomy thus degenerates

into everyone’s ‘doing his own thing’.  The result is social and international decadence.

If, then ... we concentrate on heteronomy in the sense of the revealed system of law, the confrontation between autonomy and

theonomy appears in a new sense.  It is the collision between a relativism that leads to social as well as international

decadence and a barren fundamentalism that stifles human nature.  In the morality of the covenant, theonomy and autonomy

serve together a common purpose.  The supreme principle of the law to which a man is subject is theonomous, its ultimate

source of authority being the will of God; the interpretation of the law and its application to innumerable and forever-changing

life situations are autonomous.  Theonomy liberates the human will from the potentially destructive relativism of its

subjectivity; human autonomy protects the absoluteness of the law against the occasional negative consequences of its

time-alienated objectivity.  Through halacha, the word from Sinai has become the way of life of the Jewish people throughout

history

R. Eliezer Berkovitz, Not In Heaven, pages 125-7 

C] TO MAINTAIN OUR SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH G-D

9. vank v"cev rntaf ouka rc vsuvh r"t //// vktv ohrcsv ,t lk c,f van kt wv rnthulk c,ftv,a van aec 
ubtw ohrnut ovu ,hbuh vc ihtrue ,uhvku vru,v ,t odr,k ihsh,g okugv ,unuta v"cev vpma hpku c,fc vbanv
hka ihruyxna hn tkt gsuh hbht hbc o,ta ohrnut o,t o"ufgk v"cev ovk rnt /ihhugn ohbztnv uhafg sgu wktrah

vp kg vb,ba vbanv uz thv uzhtu hbc ov ukmt
sk inhx ta, hf ,arp tnujb, arsn

10. iva sunk,vu vbanv hp kg hfokugv ,unut ihcu ktrah ihc ohkhscn
v, znr ta,-hf ,arp vru, hbugna yuekh

• Which non-Jewish nations/religions have claimed to be the “New Israel”?

• What is their attitude to and relationship with the TSBK? TSBP?

 

D] WRITTEN TEXTS WILL BY DEFINITION BE AMBIGUOUS

11./////. º&e ih́ &t Æv&C *r +v oh ³-r .p *x ,IĢ2g r·&v.Z -v h́ -b *C v .N­&v &n r¬&,«h *u
 ch:ch ,kve
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12.kf cu,fk t"ta hpk uk runt ,"s ub,ba oaf ohrpux hrcs c,fc ub,b tk vnk ost lk rnth ot thbbussx tct r"t
 s"vv /ovhrcs/rvzv hbc vnvn r,uhu  uvn vnvn//// ohrpx ,uagk ohrcsk ;uxu .e iht ovhrcs cu,fk ,tc ukta ///// ?

 s inhx sh varp tab ,arp vcr rcsnc

13. rcf vhvha ihn vzhtn c,fbv rcs kf ratnu,upkj,n ,ubcv h,ac icuha rapt,jtv vbcvv vhv,a rapta sg '
 hf oh,nv ,hj, ,rdtc k"z o"cnrv c,fa unf 'kfu kfn vk ,pkj,n ,hbavu rnutv ,bufk ,nfxnwv ktrah gna

sjt wv ubhvkt!!aukav ,buf kg u,ut uarph ohrmubvu vrundv ,usjtv ubnn ubhch ohrcgv 
lrymhu 'iuatrv c,fnc kupha ubrnta epxv if od kuph tuvv c,fc hf 'c,fc vzv aurhpv tcha rapt hta hpk ////
sg vfucnvu epxv in uc kpba c,fca vru, aurhp tuva ,uhbanv rucjk vrea unf ',hkf, h,kck ifu aurhpk aurhp
lrmuv ,uhbanv aurhp tuva sunk,v ifu ',uhbanv arpk hat cr vaga sunk,v rucj tuvu 'rjt aurhpk lrmuva
vru,v vhv,a rapt hta rtucn tuv vzku 'if od ohaurhpv kg ifu ',urcxv heukju ohaurhpv uhkg ucru if od aurhpk

/vp kgca vru, trebv uvzu 'vp kg vzv aurhpv vng tmnvc tk ot vnka c,fca
df:d ohreg rpx

14.uktu //// uhkga ohaurhpv uc ub,ah ubhbpk c,fbv rcsva hbpn pwca,v uc,fha hwav vmr tk tngy htvn oda rnut hbtu
vfucnc ubhnh ,ukfk ihfhrm ubhhv tku ,eukjn uc uhv tk vp kt ofjk ofjn vhaurhp og vfkvv vrxnb tkt vc,fb tk

 !rjt sunhkc ,uga i,utc ihexug ubhhvu 'vfkvv aurhpu
ypan iauj kg ohbhg ,rhtn rpxk vnsev

E] PARTNERSHIP WITH G-D - HUMAN INVOLVEMENT AND CREATIVITY IN HALACHIC DEVELOPMENT

15.I¬, .rI », *c <U I¬m *p Å?j  v ,¬+rI, *C@o¬-t h³-F c :c<.J.h t́«k oh À-m& Œk c¬+JI »n *cU s·.n.g t¬«k oh -t .Y +†j Q ?r´?s *cU oh¬-g Å.J *r ,I+m2g<+C »Q+k .v t¬«k r³?J2t Jh À-t .v@h &r <*J¬+t t
v.k*h<.k.u o¬.nI»h vÀ?D *v Œ?h

c-t:t ohkv,

16. :rntba 'una kg ,treb ;uxcku v"cev ka una kg ,treb vkhj,c :tcr rntuvkhku onuh vdvh u,ru,cu umpj wv ,ru,c 
 /yh vrz vsucg

17.ubk i,hb tren 'hk rnt 'vban uc ihtu tren uc ahu ',ubhn lrsc hkt tcu 'sjt ost hbtmnu lrsc lkvn h,hhv ,jt ogp
?vbank tren ihc vnu 'urntb vrucdv hpn vbanu tren tkvu 'hbc 'uk h,rntu /hbhx rvn ubk i,hb tk vban 'hbhx rvn
ce vzku ihyhj ce vzk i,bu 'vrund vcvt icvut vhvu 'ohscg hba uk vhva osu rac lknk ?vnus rcsv vnk - kan ukan
ihyhjv ,t kybu 'vpn udrtu i,apv ,t kyb 'vag vn ivca jepv 'i,ap ka vsudt vzku i,ap ka vsudt vzk 'ihyhj
ivca apyvu /lknv tc tka sg vjhbvu 'vpn vhkg xrpu 'ijkav hcd kg vrshxu 'vptu vaku 'vbjy vrrhc ',kux itagu
kg ,kuxv ,p ,t thmuv sjt /ofk h,,ba vn hk uthcv 'hhbc 'ivk rntu u,hc lu,c lknv tc ohnhk /oukf tku vag tk
vk hut 'vauc v,utk vk hut /ivhkg i,ap ka vsudtu 'vpuec ihyhjv ,t thmuv sjtu 'uhkg vxurp vpnu ijkav hcd
vru, v"cev i,baf tkt //// /uhkg ,kxv ,p ,tu ijkuav ,t thmuva vz ?chcj ivn vzht rnut huv /vnhkf v,utk

//// sdc ubnn thmuvk i,apfu ',kux ivn thmuvk ohyhjf tkt ivk vb,b tk 'ktrahk
c varp tyuz uvhkt

18.v,uagk tka hsf tuv 'vc,fk rxtbu p�g vru,v aurhp rxnba vna 'vykjvk ghdh ',ntv oegk vmur ubhta hn v,gnu
 v,uagk tkau ,urus rusk ouherusu rus hnfj hsh ruaek,hhjmb iucb vz iput kg er hf /o,bcv hpf ohcu,fv arpk 

ohbueh,u vube, ovhbhs hubha ,uarus hrxunvu hnadv osngnu ocmn 'ovh,ugsu ,urusv hubha hf 'vru,c
hghcr rus rpxk vnsev

19.ihfhrm zta 'pwgc usnkaf ck i,hk ihfhrma unf iuhgc fwf vc uexgh tku ovhbpk vcu,fa vn kg ufnxh tka hsf od
 'uvujfah tku ohrcsv rufzk hsf shn, ivc ,udvkohbhs vnf o,rcxnu o,gsn uthmuh fwhgu

ypan iauj kg ohbhg ,rhtn rpxk vnsev
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F] WRITTEN TORAH IS ACCESSIBLE TO THOSE WHO ARE NOT QUALIFIED TO UNDERSTAND IT PROPERLY

20./// l,unf hbt shdh sjt kfa khxf shc vnfj hrcs ova vru, hrcs vhvha hutr iht
y�x �p ktrah ,rtp, kwrvn

G] ORAL TORAH MAINTAINS A UNIFIED PSAK AND PREVENTS SCHISM

21.orud vhv vz kfv shc [vb,b v,hv vru,v ot] hf /// ,eukjn ucrh tk lf khcacu ovk gunak ohshjh shc vhv,a hutr ifk
,usjtu rae vhv tku unmgk vnc sjtu sjt kf vhvu ohkaurhca kusdv ihs ,hc ohfhrm uhv tka

y�x �p ktrah ,rtp, kwrvn

H] OTHER ADVANTAGES OF AN ORAL LAW TRANSMISSION

• promotes active learning

• promotes contact with teachers and authentic sources to (i) avoid misunderstanding and; (ii) maximize inspiration and and visions of

greatness (note spiritual and ethical qualities required of teachers) 

• avoids superficial readings and encourages questions

• promotes feedback and challenge so as to involve and enfranchise students in the process of Torah
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