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TORAH, TEXT AND TRANSMISSION
3 - TRANSMISSION AND MESORAH

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015

THE RAMBAM’S MODEL - 5 CATEGORIES OF TORAH SHEBE’AL PEH

1.-:ohekj vanjk ohekjb vru,c ohgucev ohbhsv kfa ubnseva ohkkfv hpk tmnb

iuatrv ekjv 'vann ohkcuenv ohaurhpv,eukjn uc iht vzu ',usnv ,jtc osnkk rapta ut cu,fc znr ovk aha 
jufu kf ek,xn lfu lf h,kce ost rntha inz kf tkt 'kkf

hbav ekjv ova urnt ovca ohbhsv ov 'hbhxn vank vfkvuc ihta vnn vz odu 'ubrnta unf vhtr ovhkg ihtu '
/,eukjn

hahkav ekjv////// ,eukjn ,kpub ovcu ',usnv ,jtc usnkba ohbhsv ov '

hghcrv ekjvu rusu rus kfca ohnfjvu ohthcbv ougcea ohbhsv ov vru,k dhhxvu rsdv lrs kg//// 

 hahnjv ekjvutku vru, hrcs kg vpxuv uc ihta rcs 'ost hbc ihca ohbhbgv ,rsxvk iuhgv lrsc uagba ohbhsv ov
 ohnfj o,ut ohtruea ovu ',sv hbhbgc okugv iue, hbpn ova ohbhbgc ut 'iugrd,udvbnu ,ube,//// 

vkt ohekj vanj hpk ohekjb vbanc ohruntv ohbhsv kkfa tmnb
 vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

The Rambam divides Oral Law into 5 categories:-

Traditions received from Sinai as to the halachic meaning of Torah verses. These may be supported by textual proofs or derivations.

E.g. (a) ihg ,j, ihg means financial compensation and not literally and eye for an eye; (b) rsv .g hrp means an etrog and not a

pomegranate.1

2. Halachot received from Sinai with no hint in the written Torah - Halacha LeMoshe Misinai. These have NO textual reference or

derivation at all.  Eg (a) Minimum dimensions - eg kezayit, kebeitza; (b) The shape, color and  and materials of tefillin and mezuza;

(c) If a field has 10 saplings it may be ploughed right up to the Shemitta year2.

3. Halachot derived by the Rabbis through the Derashot

Rabbinic Gezeirot - rabbinic laws (often but not always negative in nature) to safeguard the Torah - eg Muktze

Rabbinic Takanot - rabbinic laws (often positive in nature) to introduce necessary societal innovation - eg Ketubah

2.'urus habtu gauvh ovc uexgu 'uk ub,hba ohaurhpv gauvhk rxn rcfu v"g ,n ratfusjt ut tuv ubnn kcea vn kfu 
,eukjn uc vkpb tku i,nu tan uc iht ohbezv 

 vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

3. 'tuvu /ubgs,a lhrm suxh vz vbvukkf ,eukjn ovc iht vann ohkcuenv ohaurhpvavkpba ubtmn tk uhafg sga hpk '

ubhg ,t ihnxn ost ihg tnhxa hna rnt sjta hat cr sg ubhcr vann ohbnzv in inz ouac ohnfjv ihc ,eukjn
sjta rsv .g hrp cu,fv rnta vnc ,eukjn ubtmn tk od /chhj tuv sckc ohns rnt rjtu 'ihgc ihg vkg,h wv rntnf
hpk ',eukjn ivc iht ,umnv kfc vzc tmuhf kf ifu  ////// o,kuz ut iunrv ut ahrpv tuva rnt rjtu 'dur,tv tuva rnt
hbhxn vheusesu vh,uyrpu vh,ukkf urntb vkuf vru,v kf urnt ovc tmuhf kgu ovhkgu 'vann ohkcuen ohaurhp ova

 vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

A]

1.

4.

5.

1. See Appendix 1 for a list of issues in TSBK that require clarification by TSBP

2. The Rambam lists 30 examples of Halacha leMoshe Misinai in his Introduction to the Mishna 
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• In the Rambam’s model, Categories 1 and 2 are clearly Min HaTorah.  Categories 4 and 5 are clearly Miderabbanan.  What is the

status of Category 3?

• Wherein lies the authority of the Rabbis to create halacha in Categories 3, 4 and 5?

B] THE GEONIC MODEL - 2 CATEGORIES OF TORAH SHEBE’AL PEH

4. //// 'ockn urnt tk iye rcs ukhpt vbanv hnfj ifa kfu sunk,v hnfj okugkuokuf ,nfxvc ube,a ,ube,v in .uj'
epuxn hbt lfk ,unuen vnfc uekjba hbpn rnuk ,uxruehpt jhr uc aha ost lajk otu /vru,k dhhx ,uagk hsf

uvghsuvu uhbha ,t vvev v,t ;t 'ovhrcsc tkt vumn rehgc okugk kwzj uekjb tkau swhc hp kg trnn tuva

tka hbpn 'vh,usku, kg oukta tku ovh,ucrn vrehg ugnaa 'vh,usku,c ot uekjb tk uc tmuhf /ifrm kf uana

,urek vcuj ot uekjb tku 'ihehksn iht vncu ihehksn vnc ?uekjb vn kg /tk ot ,cac rb ihehksn ,hcrg awe
,hrjac gna ,t ihrue h,nhtnu ,hcrgc gna ,t ihrue h,nhtn ?uekjb vn kg /tk ut ,hrjau

swctrk vkcev rpxk vnsev

5. The Torah Shebichtav is to the Torah Shebe’al Peh in the relation of short notes on a full and extensive lecture

on any scientific subject.  For the student who has heard the whole lecture, short notes are quite sufficient to

bring back afresh to his mind at any time the whole subject of the lecture.  For him, a word, an added mark of

interrogation or exclamation, a dot, the underlining of a word etc. etc. is often quite sufficient to recall to his

mind a whole series of thoughts, a remark etc.  For those who had not heard the lecture from the Master, such

notes would be completely useless.  If they were to try to reconstruct the scientific contents of the lecture

literally from such notes, they would of necessity make errors.  Words, marks etc. which serve those scholars

who had heard the lecture as instructive guiding stars to the wisdom that had been taught and learnt, stare at

the uninitiated as unmeaning sphinxes!

Commentary of Rav S. R. Hirsch on Shemot 21:2

• Which is the ‘ikar’ Torah for Rav Hirsch?

• Is this a chiddush?  How  would most people see the relationship between TSBP and TSBK

6. ,nt iv hf tuv ohrntnv cuah hf vtrbuvank rntb vru, rcs kfaodvu 'van gsha vnn r,uh ,gsk kufh ofj ihtu 
 'vgs .rtv tkn,a sg vru, i,n ouhn ktrah ,urus kf ;rm,avan ugsh tka aushj ihti,b van hf tuv arpvv kct /

rnta vp kgca vru, kf c,fca vru,c oar lrc,h u,nfjc v"c iustv vbvu 'vp kgca vru,u c,fca vru, wv uk
 'vankc,fca vru,c zunr tuv ifhv vp kgc uk i,ba vn kf vank ghsuv tk kctvru, hkng ktrah hbc ,sucg thv uzu 

ohtb,v utc tmn, vzku /c,fca vru,c ouen ovk ub,h ikf ,uarsvu ,usuxvu hbhxc vank urntba ,ufkvv ackk
'c,fca vnhn, wv ,ru,c oahckvu ,ufkvv hp kg tkt obht ohcu,fc o,aurs kfu wufu hrpxu ohbvf ,ru, urcju
//// /vp kgca vru, ova ohrntnv hp kg ocahhku ,utrenv ehhsk vru, hbc asuev ,sucg thv uz ouhv sgu ovhrjtu

 /van ogsh tka ,uars tcheg hcr arsa k"z urnt vzkukfv ubnn tkv ohrcs ka ireg van gsh tka vbuufv iht
 tkt 'asjk sh,g eh,u shnk,a vn ukhptvru,c ohzunr ifhv oeuhsu o,fhnx gsh tka

zk:dh trehu ohhjv rut

C] THE RAMBAM’S RESPONSE

7.hahkav ekjvhpk curv ,gsf ihsv ovc expbu 'ubrnta unf ,eukjn ,kpub ovcu ',usnv ,jtc usnkba ohbhsv ov '
///// vkce uc ubgna tka vn kfc tkt i,nu tanu ,eukjn kup, tku ///// ubnseva ohkkfv

'vjfa ut vkcec ,ugy ,njn ,eukjn ovc vkpbu 'vann vkce ,eukjn ovc aha ohbhsv oda caja hn ,rcx kct
rcs wv hj vz vbv ////// gunak lhrma vn kf ucrn gna tka ut 'jfaa ut 'u,kcec vgy hbavu u,kcec esum sjtvau
thcvu /kyc vz kfu 'vru,v ,t ubkce ovna ohabtc sauju 'ohkkfk oht,n tku iufb h,kc rcs tuvu 'stn rzunu vbudn
iufb vzu vann kcuen aurhpva utmna hpk 'sunk,c ohtmnbv ohnfj hrcs ,ghsh yughn uz ,sxpb vpeav hshk o,ut

///////////// iuhgv hfrsc usnkba ohausjvu ohkcuenv ohkkfv ihc ukhscv tk ov kct 'ubnseva ohkkfv hpk
 vbank o"cnrv ,nsev
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TRANSMISSION OF ORAL LAW3       

8.iugna ///// vkusdv ,xbf habtk vurxn ohthcbu ohthcbk ohbezu ohbezk gauvhu gauvhk vrxnu hbhxn vru, kce van

aht ibjuh ic hxuhu vsrm aht rzguh ic hxuh ///// ehsmv iugnan kce ufux aht xubdhybt ///// vkusdv ,xbf hrhan vhv ehsmv
///// ovn ukce jya ic iugnau htcy ic vsuvh ///// ovn ukce hkcrtv ht,bu vhjrp ic gauvh ///// ovn ukce ohkaurh

ovn ukce htnau kkv ///// ovn ukce iuhkyctu vhgna
t:t ,uct

• See Appendix 2 at the end of this sheet for ONE line of transmission from Sinai 

9./van ktnak cahu irvt ek,xb /uerhp van uk vbau irvt xbfb 'vrucdv hpn snk van ?vban rsx smhf 'ibcr ub,
vbau ogv kf uxbfb 'ohbez uek,xb 'ierhp van ivk vbau ohbez uxbfb ///////// uhbc uek,xb 'ierhp van ivk vbau uhbc uxbfb
ivk vbau 'van ek,xb /sjt ogv kf shcu 'ohba ohbezv shcu 'vaka uhbc shc 'vgcrt irvt shc utmnb /ierhp van ivk

/vgcrt kfv shc tmnb /ierhp ohbez ivk uba 'uhbc uek,xb /ierhp uhbc ivk uba irvt ek,xb /uerhp irvthcr rnt itfn
ohngp vgcrt ushnk,k ,ubak ost chhj :rzghkt

:sb ihcurhg

• Broken telephone is NOT a relevant analogy to the transmission of Oral Law.  The former is designed to be vague and whispered with

no option to repeated the message. Oral Law is transmitted loud and clear down multiple tracks, consistently repeated ( ubbalhbck o, )

and there is a great deal at stake in getting the message right!

10.vkhn vank vrxnb c,fca vru, hf tuv p$gca vru,k c,fca vru, ihca kf ihgk vkdbvu kusdv eukhjv vbvs 'gs kct

n 'vkhnc,hatrc sg ktrah kf hbhgk ',uknv tku 'ihbgv uk rxnb vp kgca vru,uutcb,b ohthcbv kf kwz urnt zwgu  /
wv rnt vfwcw'ihbgv tkt ktrahk irxnk ,uknv ukce tk ohthcbv kwr /wrcsv vzwcu wvfwc tcb,ba van ovhkg ;hxuv '

wwv rnt vfw vzu 'onmg ouakc o,bcv hpf ihbgv ,t urxn ovu/c,fca vru, ubhhvs 'wrcsv vzwcu wvfwc tcb,v van kct 
 'vkce ratf vknc vkn c,fca vru, - wwv rnt vfwc vp kgca cru,u wrcsv vzwcunmg iuakc ihbgv vp kgca vru,u///// 

ubhbhg ratfu /c,fc er ruxnk rapt ht ,uknv hf 'vank rxn ,ukn wv hf rntk ihta tyhap vp kgca vru, kct
rxnbv ihbg kf vbvu  /hbhx ,kcen ihcva vn ik rxn ubhcr vanu ohbhbgv er rxnb tk hbhxn vank vfkvs ,ntc ,utur

,hyrpv u,bcvu u,davn ygn uc xhbfn sjt kfs 'ahtk ahtn u,bcvc vbuaha jbun ugcyc 'vp kg
hghcr rus rpxk vnev

• TSBK = Holy Words; TSBP = Holy Ideas

• When do TSBK and TSBP gain their specific kedusha?

D]

3. For the Rambam transmission will principally pertain to Categories 1 & 2, but not the Drashot.  For the Geonim it will also include the halachot comprised in the

derashot 
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APPENDIX 1 - THE IMPERATIVE OF TORAH SHEBE’AL PEH

GENERAL ISSUES

1] Vocalization

11.k%F /////ckj  Uk(ft«, t«k z (g%u c *G*f ,u rIJ 
df:z trehu

12.C h 0s ,D k (2 3c ,, t«k //////ckjIN 0t 
yh:df ,una

• What does ckj mean?  How do you know?

 -vtrh   v �t �r�h  'v �t �r�h  'v �t �r�h 'v �t�r�h 'v �t�r�h ?????

2] Punctuation

‘A panda eats shoots and leaves’

‘Slow children crossing’

‘Let’s eat Grandma’

    

13.Uc«·b �d �T t�«k:I 5,h 0n6g53C Jh¬0t U r ,E 3J ,,:t5«k ,u U ¬J6j53f ,,:t5«k ,u 

th:yh trehu

14.st thvv 'hud ygnns u,hngc aht tres tphxc ch,f hfu ///uajf, tku urea, tk hnb ubhhvu  //// hte t,jb,t ibhcvhs
cucbd, tk////

/sm ihkuj t"cyhrv haushj

3] Legal Definitions

wvftknw  'whubhg  'wvkhftw  'wouhw

4] Other systems

• consider other systems of knowledge which rely to on oral transmission and which cannot be properly recorded in books - medical,

legal, swimming, tying shoe-laces

SPECIFIC EXAMPLES

5] Shechita

15. o %J In ,J oUG%k Whe«k<t =v r 3j ,c0h r *J6t oIe %N 3v W ,N 0n e 3j ,r0h h 0F W 0,h 0U 0m r *J6t 3F W,k =v i 3,%b r *J6t W,bt«M 0nU W ,r %e ,C 0n %T ,j 3c%z ,u%T,k 3f %t ,u
W *J ,p3b ,3U 3t k«f ,C Wh *r%g ,J 0C

 tf:ch ohrcs

16.l,hum ratf wudu ,jczu-  hbhxc vank urntba vyhja ,ufkv ivu 'yujah lthv vjhczc huum aha ubsnk
oa h"ar
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17. rntu vru,c ubum uktv ohrcsv kf kgu ///// lrecn ,jczuwudulhrgac ,kftu lh,hum ratf vp kg uktv ohrcsv kfa wudu 
 ,trebv thva vp kgca vru, rtaf ivc vumvumn vz rucj ,kj,c ubrthca unf 

 s vfkv t erp vyhja ,ufkv o"cnr

6] Tzitzit, Tefillin, Mezuzah

Many of the the halachot of tefillin are completely impossible to derive from any hint in the Written Torah. e.g.

• the parshiot must be written with black ink

• they must be written on parchment that comes from the outer side of the animal’s inner skin

• the boxes and stitching must be totally square

• there must be a ‘shin’ on the both sides of the shel rosh

• the parshiot must be wrapped in animal hair

7] Shabbat

18. %vh *N 3g c *r *E 0n tu 0v 3v J *p*B 3v v %, ,r ,f0b ,u v%ft%k ,n V%c v *G«g %v k%F h 0F , %nUh ,In %vh*k,k 3j ,n o*f%k tu 0v J *s«e h 0F ,%C 32 3v , *t o *T ,r 3n ,JU
sh:tk ,una

• How is a person meant to know in advance what is prohibited on Shabbat?

8] Milah

• Where do we perform brit mila?  How do you know?

9] Shiurim

10] Missing details

• Where do we perform brit mila?  How do you know?

• What is the death penalty?

• Which birds are kosher?

• How does one effect halachic marriage? (the Torah only describes divorce!)

19. V%K:v *G6g3h ,«ub%C 3v y 3P ,J 0n ,F v%B *s%gh0h «ub ,c0k:o 0t ,u
 y:tf ,una

• What is ,«ub%C 3v y 3P ,J 0n?

11]  ‘Inconsistencies’

20. rna, ,umnv dj ,t,umn kft, ohnh ,gca//////// 
 jh:sk ,una

21.,umn kft, ohnh ,aa //////// ,rmg hghcav ouhcu 
 j:zy ohrcs

• how many Levi’im are there? 22,000 or 22,300?

• how many days is the count of the omer - 49 or 50?
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APPENDIX 2 - ONE CHAIN OF MESORAH FROM SINAI

The Early Links in the Chain (1313-c1000 BCE)

1. Moshe (Matan Torah – 1313 BCE)

2. Yehoshua

3. Pinchas

4. Eli

The Nevi'im (c1000-c400 BCE)

5. Shmuel HaNavi

6. Dovid

7. Achiyah HaShiloni

8. Eliyahu HaNavi

9. Elisha

10. Yehodaya

11. Zechariah

12. Hoshea

13. Amos

14. Yeshaya

15. Micha

16. Yoel

17. Nachum

18. Chabakuk

19. Tzefaniah

20. Yirmiyah (Churban Bayis Rishon – 422 BCE)

21. Baruch ben Neriah

22. Ezra

The Tana'im (c400 BCE-c200 CE)

23. Shimon HaTzadik

24. Antignos Ish Socho

25. Yossi ben Yo'ezer Ish Tzreidah & Yossi ben Yochanan Ish Yerushalayim

26. Yehoshua ben Perachiah & Netai HaArbe'eili

27. Yehudah ben Tabai & Shimon ben Shetach

28. Shemaya & Avtalyon

29. Hillel

30. Raban Yochanan ben Zachai (Churban Bayis Sheini – 68 CE)

31. R' Eliezer & R' Yehoshua

32. R' Akiva

33. R' Shimon ben Yochai

34. R' Yehuda HaNasi

The Amora'im (c200-c450 CE)

35. Rav & Shmuel

36. R' Yehuda

37. Rabbah

38. Rava

39. R' Nachman bar Yitzchak

40. R' Chama of Nahardei'ah

41. R' Zavid (The next 8 Individuals were the Reishei Mesivtah in Pumbedisah at the time that R' Ashi was the the Reish Mesivtah in Masa Mechasyah / Surah)

42. R' Dimi of Nahardei'ah

43. Rafram

44. R' Kahanah

45. R' Acha brei D'Rava

46. R' Geviyah of Bei Ksil

47. Rafram II

48. R' Rechumi

49. R' Sama
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The Savora'im (c450-c550 CE)

50. R' Yossi

51. R’ Simonah

52. R' Revai of Rov

53. R' Giza & R' Sama of Peroz Shevur

The Gaonim – The Reishei Mesivtah of Pumbedisah During the Geonic Era 
(c 550-c1000 CE)

54. R' Mari Sargo ben R' Dimi (The first Gaon, He started in Proz Shevor, and was then Gaon in Pumbedisah after R' Chanan of Ashakyah)

55. R' Chana

56. R' Rava

57. R' Busai (R' Bustanai)

58. R' Huna Mari ben R' Yosef

59. R' Chiya of Meishan

60. R' Ravya

61. R' Natronai ben R' Nechemia

62. R' Yehuda

63. R' Yosef

64. R' Shmuel ben R' Mari

65. R' Natronai Kahana ben R' Amona

66. R' Avraham Kahana

67. R’ Dudai ben R' Nachman

68. R' Chanina ben R' Mesharshiyah

69. R' Malka ben R' Mar Acha

70. R' Rava ben R' Dudai

71. R Shinoi

72. R' Chaninah Kahanah ben R' Avraham Gaon

73. R' Huna HaLevi ben R' Yitzchak HaLevi

74. R' Menashi ben R' Yosef

75. R' Yeshaya HaLevi ben R' Abba

76. R' Yosef ben R' Shila of Shalchi

77. R' Kahana ben R' Chanina Gaon

78. R' Avyumi ben R' Avraham Gaon

79. R' Yosef ben R' Abba

80. R' Avraham ben R' Sherira

81. R' Yosef ben R' Chiya

82. R' Yitzchak ben R' Chaninah

83. R' Yosef ben R' Rabi

84. R' Paltoi ben R' Abaye

85. R' Achai ben R' Mar Rav

86. R' Menachem ben  Mar R' Yosef ben R' Chiya

87. R' Matisya ben R' Rabi

88. R' Abba ben R' Ami

89. R' Tzemach ben Paltoi Gaon

90. R' Hai ben R' Dovid (In his days, the yeshivah moved from Pumbedisah to Bagdad)

91. R' Kimoy ben R' Achai Gaon

92. R' Yehuda ben R' Shmuel

93. R' Mevaser Kahanah ben R' Kimoy Gaon

94. R' Cohen Tzedek Kahana ben R' Yosef

95. R' Tzemach ben R' Kafnai

96. R' Chanina ben R' Yehudah Gaon

97. R' Aharon ben R' Yosef

98. R' Nechemia bar Mar R' Cohen Tzedek

99. R' Sherira ben R' Chaninah Gaon

100. R' Hai ben R' Sherira Gaon
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The Rishonim (c1000 - 1500 CE)

101. Rabbeinu Gershom Me'or HaGolah (His primary teacher was R' Yehudah ben Meir Lionton, but he also learned by R' Hai in Bavel)

102. R' Yaakov ben R' Yakar (Rashi's primary teacher)

103. R' Shlomo Yitzchaki (Rashi)

104. R' Yitzchak ben Asher (Riva) 

105. R' Elazar ben R' Nassan (Ravan)

106. R' Eliezer ben R' Yoel HaLeivi (Ravya)

107. R' Yitzchak of Vienna (The Ohr Zarua)

108. R' Meir ben R' Boruch of Rotenberg (Maharam Rotenberg)

109. R' Asher ben R' Yechiel (Rosh)

110. R' Yaakov ben HaRosh (The Baal HaTurim)

111. R' Yisrael of Krems (Author of HaGahos HaOshri)

112. R' Shalom ben R' Yitzchak Zekel of Neushtat

113. R' Yaakov [Levi] Molin (Maharil)

114. R' Yaakov Vayl

115. R' Yona of Regensburg / R' Yisrael Bruna / R' Moshe and R' Yehuda Mintz

116. R' Yaakov Margolis

117. R' Yaakov Pollack (The Father of the Yeshivos of Poland)

118. R' Shalom Shachne

119. R' Moshe Isserles (Rama)

120. R Shlomo Luria (Maharshal; His primary teacher was his grandfather – R' Yitzchak Kliber)

The Achronim (c1500- present day)

121. R' Yaakov ben R' Ephrayim Naftali of Lublin

122. The Rebbe R' Heschel of Cracow

123. R' Shabsai Cohen (Shach)

124. R' Moshe Rivkish (Be'er HaGolah) (He and the Shach lived in Vilna at the same time, and both of them 

fled from there during the Cossack invasion of 1655)

125. R' Pesachiah (Son)

126. R' Eliyahu Kramer (Son-in-Law)

127. R' Yissachar Ber (Son)

128. R' Shlomo Zalman (Son)

129. R' Eliyahu – the Gaon of Vilna (Son)

130. R' Chaim of Volozhin (Student)

131. R' Yitzchak of Volozhin (Son)

132. R' Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin (Netziv) (Son-in-Law)

133. R' Rafael Shapira (Son-in-Law)

134. R' Chaim Soleveitchik of Brisk (Son-in-Law)

135. R' Boruch Ber Leibowitz (Student)

136. R' Nochum Partzovitz (Student) 

137. R' Yitzchak Berkowits (Student)

138. R’ Anthony Manning (Student)

YOU

140. ???????????????????????

 
Notes and Sources

The first 40 generations were primarily taken from the Rambam's list in the Introduction to Mishneh Torah. Later Amoraim listed the Reishi Metivtah of

Pumbedita in order to be able to follow the chain of Pumbeditah straight through the Geonic Era until the era of the Rishonim. The names of these later

Amoraim, as well as of the Savoraim and all the Geonim of Pumbedita were taken from Artscroll's "From Yavneh to Pumbedisa" which is in turn largely

based on the Iggeret of R' Sherira Gaon (who, as Gaon of Pumbeditah, had full access to the Yeshivah's records). The remaining part of this list was

put together from different works on Jewish History.

Although this list has 139 entries, the actual number of generations since Har Sinai is significantly less. This is because the list of the later Amoraim,

as well as the list of the Geonim, is a list of the Roshei Yeshivah in Pumbedita. Many of these Roshei Yeshivah were students of the same teacher, and

thus all from the same generation. It follows that a list involving only one name per generation would be considerably shorter. In this context it is

worthy to mention that we are currently in 5775, with Matan Torah having taken place in 2448. Accordingly, the giving of the Torah took place 3327

years ago. If we allow 40 years for each generation, it follows that Matan Torah was only 83 generations ago. It is also worth considering that 300

years can in fact easily be spanned by only a couple of links in the chain. E.g. I knew my great-grandmother from Lithuania very well. She was born in

the 1800’s and the old people she knew as a child could have met with the Vilna Gaon (1720-1797) ie 2 links between the Vilna Gaon and me!

139.
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