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2 - SINAI AND TORAH SHEB’AL PEH

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015

1.kvtc ubabu 'hbhxc urntb ,uyrpu ,ukkf :rnut tcheg hcru 'sgun kvtc ,uyrpu hbhxc urntb ,ukkf :rnut ktgnah hcr
ctun ,ucrgc uak,abu 'sgun

:u vdhdj

• We saw this source in Shiur 1.  Does it relate to Torah Shebichtav or TSBP or both?

A] Sources in Chazal that Moshe received every detail at Sinai

2.o��,«rI �v�k h �T �c­�,�F r¬"J$t vº�u �m �N �v �u Æv �rIT �v �u i "c À"t �v ,«j́-k., "t ¹W�k v�̧b �T "t �u o·�J.v3h �v�"u v�r­�v �v h²�k 3t v¬3k$g v À"J«n.k "t 5v r "nt«̧ H �u 
ch:sf ,una

3. ch,fs htn :ahek ic iugna hcr rnt tnj rc huk hcr rntuh,c,f rat vumnvu vru,vu ictv ,jk ,t lk vb,tu
o,uruvk ? ,ujk ',urcsv ,rag ukt -vru, 'tren vz - vumnvu 'vban uz - h,c,f rat 'ohcu,fu ohthcb ukt - o,uruvk- 

hbhxn vank ub,b okufa snkn sunk, vz
/v ,ufrc

4. ch,fs htn :ibjuh hcr rnt tct rc thhj hcr rntu(�y ohrcs)  rvc ofng wv rcs rat ohrcsv kff ovhkgusnkn - 
vank tuv lurc ausev uvtrva ihsh,g ohrpuxva vnu 'ohrpux heusesu vru, heuses asjk/// 

:yh vkhdn

• Is there a tension in this source as to the nature of ‘Chiddush’?  How might it be resolved?

5.vank rntb rcf ucr hbpk ,uruvk sh,g eh,uu shnk,a vn ukhpt vsdtu sunk, vban tren /////rnt huk ic gauvh hcr
ohnkugk vhv rcf uk rnutu urhcj uchan 'wudu tuv asj vz vtr wntha rcs ah ?ogy vn /hbhxc

 s"vq t ruy zh ;s c erp vtp hnkaurh sunk,

• How are we to understand that Moshe received the whole of Chumash and Nach? Can Chazal be suggesting that Moshe knew the

entire Chumash at Sinai (albeit in oral form - see last shiur).  If so why did he send out the spies!!?

6.ohypuau urpx c,f ktuna `vru,ca oheuxp vbunau urpx c,f gauvh `cuhtu ogkc ,arpu urpx c,f van ?ic,f hnu
//////  ohkv, rpx c,f sus `,uru

 :sh tr,c tcc

• The Talmud was not complied until around 500 CE (1800 years after Sinai).  Are we to understand that Moshe received the actual

wording of the Talmud, with all of its later historical and linguistic references and simply passed this down through the generations?

• Is there such a thing as Chiddush?  Are we ‘writing the script’ or ‘reading from it’.

B] Sources in Chazal that Moshe did NOT receive every detail at Sinai

7.van kt i,hu  (jh:tk ,una)ouh wn hk ah okugv iucr k"t /jfuau vru, snk vhv vkgnk van vaga ouh wn kf uvct wr rnt
 rntba vb,n vru,v ,t tuv lurc ausev uk i,b ouh wn ohkavan ?tuv lurc ausev vag vn !rcs gsuh hbhtukt i,hu

 /van vru,c ch,f ?!van snk vru,v kf hfu(y:th cuht)'o�h�h �B �n v �c �j �rU V �S �n . !r !t "n v�F $r%t  ?!van vsnk ouh ohgcrtku tkt
vank v"cev uvsnk ohkkf

u:tn varp vcr ,una
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8.shn, ohasj,nv ohyrpva hpk /ohbnzv kfc ehpx,a iputc vnka lrc,h oav ,ru, vhv,a rapt hta hpk sugu
 'rpx okkfhan stn ohcr ov ohkgpbv ohrcsvu ohypanc 'ohabtv hbhbgcohkkuf ohfrs vp kg hbhxc vank ub,b if kg

vrmec vru,c uznrb ohasj,nv ohyrpv rusu rus kfca ohnfjv uthmuh osh kga hsf '
df erp d rntn ohrehgv rpx

• How are we to resolve the contradiction - did Moshe receive all the details or just the principles?

C1] Resolution 1:  The Rambam, ‘Actual’ and ‘Potential’ Torah, and the Derashot

9. - vank v"cev uvsnk ohkkf ,uarsv hfrs uktrej ihtk ,snkn vsn kfa -
u�zrvn1u:tn varp vcr ,una kg tbkhun 

10.hbhxc uk ub,hba ,usnv vrag akac iuhgv hfrsc ihsv uc snkbu 'i,nu tan uhphgxc ah v"g thcbv in ugna tka vnu
vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

11. vbanv aurpc ubrucj ,jh,pc ubrtc rcf(wsevv ahrc) vru,v hbhs cura//// ivc ,arsb vru,va ,usn vrag akac utmuh 
 vbv if vz vhvafuhbhxc vank rntb tuva rntb ,usn vrag akan aevc uthmuva ohnfjv tmnba vn kf tk//// 

hba arua ,umnv rpx o�cnr

12.unf hf tuva ,nfjf ostva gcyv ukfac u,buc,u ,uasj thmnn in ,usuxhv ',ubahv if tuv ,nfjc ubh,ru,
hf /vausev ot guna iahc ugna, asjc urnt k5zj2' o,bufu vru,v ina vbahv humnv 'ubshc gdh,nv vc ,hnnu vnmg

kfuh 'vhkg thmuvk asj tka vhv sug ohnkugk. vbhjccu uz urnt v5ceva k5zj vtrv vank kf vn shnk,a eh,u sh,g
asjk. jfc hf vhv jbun vru,c kf vn vhva sh,g asj,vk kfc rusu rus

hghcr rus rpxk vnev3

• What does it mean that Torah was given ‘in potential’?

13. uhrhcju g"rk ukdb vank ukdb tka ohrcs
 u inhx yh varp ,ej ,arp vcr rcsnc

14.hn 'g"acr :uhbpk rnt /,uh,utk ohr,f raueu cauha v"cevk utmn 'ournk van vkga vgac :cr rnt vsuvh cr rnt
.ueu .ue kf kg aursk sh,ga 'una ;xuh ic tchegu ,urus vnf ;uxc ,uhvk sh,ga ah sjt ost :uk rnt ?lsh kg cfgn
gsuh vhv tku ',urua vbuna ;uxc cahu lkv /lrujtk ruzj :uk rnt 'hk uvtrv 'g"acr :uhbpk rnt /,ufkv ka ihkh, ihkh,
vcahh,b 'hbhxn vank vfkv :ivk rnt ?lk ihbn 'hcr :uhshnk, uk urnt 'sjt rcsk ghdva iuhf `ujf aa, 'ohrnut iv vn
vkg lf 'eu,a :uk rnt ?h"g vru, i,ub v,tu vzf ost lk ah 'okug ka ubucr :uhbpk rnt 'v"cev hbpk tcu rzj /u,gs

 hbpk vcajnc
:yf ,ujbn

• What was Moshe missing?  Did he not understand the specific details or, rather, did he know the details but just lacked the

information as to how to connect them to the verses? 

15. whbhxn vank vfkvw rntba ouen kfca ihbgv lt,ufkvv vank uk rxnba aurhpv ihtvru, kg er rntb ,ufkvs /
,ufkvv thmnvku vru,v in ukupkpc uarsk jfv vank rxnba er //// c,fb tka vp kgca

 uy ,ut - tm, hf ,arp ehsm hrp rpx

• Was Rabbinic law commanded by God? How do we say ubuhmu on a Rabbinic mitzvah?

1. Rav Zev Wolf Einhorn of Vilna (d. 1862) - classic perush on the Midrash Rabba printed in the standard edition

2. dh:th ohrcs hwar wg

3. R’ Moshe Glasner (1856-1924) (great-grandson of the Chatam Sofer)
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16./hbhxc vank okuf urntb rcf 'ukt ,t ube,u ov utcu kusdv s5c ,umn ktrah ovhkg ukceha hbhxc vank rntba iuhfa
tkt hbhx ,rhntc ovhbhc arpv ihtkkfc vzu yrpc vza 

�z �x 'iuatr arua ',umnv rpx kt i�cnr

C2] According to this resolution, which parts of TSBP DID Moshe receive at Sinai!?

Gufei Torah

17. 'thv ,uftkn ,uctn vftkn ,uark ,uarn vtmuvurntb hbhxn van hpn vru, hpud kf og vz rcsa hp kg ;tutuv hrv '
///// vru,c rnut

wj vfkv ch erp ,ca ,ufkv o"cnr

• What does the Rambam mean when he says that the ‘gufei HaTorah’ were given to Moshe at Sinai?

18.vbhbgu vaurp uk rnut lf rjtu vumn uk rnut vhv  /vaurpc uk vb,b v5g ubhcr vank v5cev i,ba vumn kf hf gs
vbanv �pk vnsev ocnr

19.)  :o "vh3b �p�k oh �G �T r "J$t oh �y�P �J �N �v v"K 3t �uut wc vfkvvu erpv ovk vbat rnuk l,gs kg vkg, tk vank v"cev uk rnt - h"ar
'ovhbpk oha, rat rntb lfk 'uaurhpu rcsv hngy obhcvk hnmg jhryn hbhtu 'v,banf ovhpc vrusx tv,a sg ohngp wd

(:ostv hbpk kuftk ifunu lurgv ijkaf
 h"aru t:tf ,una

20. rntba /ub,hb iaurhpc hbhxc vank uk ub,hba ,umnv kf/vumnvu vru,vu ictv ,ujuk ,t lk vb,tuvru, uz vru, 
 vp kgca vru, ,trebv thv uz vumnu /vumnv hp kg vru,v ,uagk ubumu /vaurhp uz vumnvu /c,fca

 o"cnrk vezjv shk vnsev

(b) Klalim

21.sjt ut tuv ubnn kcea vn kfu 'urus habtu gauvh ovc uexgu 'uk ub,hba ohaurhpv gauvhk rxn rcfu v"g ,n ratfu
ihsv uc snkbu 'i,nu tan uhphgxc ah v"g thcbv in ugna tka vnu ',eukjn uc vkpb tku i,nu tan uc iht ohbezv

hbhxc uk ub,hba ,usnv vrag akac iuhgv hfrsc
vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

Peirushim Hamekubalim

Halacha LeMoshe MiSinai

(e) ‘Global’ Nevuah 

C3] According to this resolution, which parts of TSBP did Moshe NOT receive at Sinai!?

• Rabbinic legislation (which started then but mostly came later)

• The derashot which link the halachot with the pesukim

• Halachot derived later through ‘drash’ and ‘sevara’

D] Resolution 2:  Moshe did not transmit all the Torah that he received 

22.- ch,f ejmh r"t(sh:s �cs) /v vum h,utu  hnmg ihck hbhc rntba ohrcs hk rntbu ofk rntba ohrcs hk rntb ?h,ut-u 'h,ut 
 z"v c erp vrz vsucg ,fxn hnkaurh sunk,

(a)

(c)

(d)
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23. snkn  //////vank tuv lurc ausev uvtrva///asjk ihsh,g ohrpuxva vnu 'ohrpux heusesu vru, heuses 
:yh vkhdn

24. ///a urntuvtrv/// uk ub,ub ubhtu u,utrk urhcjk rcs vtrnv ostf vrhxn lrsc tk sckc vhtr lrsc vzu /
vbanv kg cuy ouh ,upxu,k vnsev

Resolution 3:  Moshe received ALL the details at Sinai

25. ,nt iv hf tuv ohrntnv cuah hf vtrbuvank rntb vru, rcs kfaodvu 'van gsha vnn r,uh ,gsk kufh ofj ihtu 
 'vgs .rtv tkn,a sg vru, i,n ouhn ktrah ,urus kf ;rm,avan ugsh tka aushj ihti,b van hf tuv arpvv kct /

rnta vp kgca vru, kf c,fca vru,c oar lrc,h u,nfjc v"c iustv vbvu 'vp kgca vru,u c,fca vru, wv uk
 'vankc,fca vru,c zunr tuv ifhv vp kgc uk i,ba vn kf vank ghsuv tk kctvru, hkng ktrah hbc ,sucg thv uzu 

ohtb,v utc tmn, vzku /c,fca vru,c ouen ovk ub,h ikf ,uarsvu ,usuxvu hbhxc vank urntba ,ufkvv ackk
'c,fca vnhn, wv ,ru,c oahckvu ,ufkvv hp kg tkt obht ohcu,fc o,aurs kfu wufu hrpxu ohbvf ,ru, urcju
//// /vp kgca vru, ova ohrntnv hp kg ocahhku ,utrenv ehhsk vru, hbc asuev ,sucg thv uz ouhv sgu ovhrjtu

 /van ogsh tka ,uars tcheg hcr arsa k"z urnt vzkukfv ubnn tkv ohrcs ka ireg van gsh tka vbuufv iht
 tkt 'asjk sh,g eh,u shnk,a vn ukhptvru,c ohzunr ifhv oeuhsu o,fhnx gsh tka

zk:dh trehu ohhjv rut

26. ////' okuf ,nfxvc ube,a ,ube,v in .uj ' ockn urnt tk iye rcs ukhpt vbanv hnfj ifa kfu sunk,v hnfj okugku
epuxn hbt lfk ,unuen vnfc uekjba hbpn rnuk ,uxruehpt jhr uc aha ost lajk otu /vru,k dhhx ,uagk hsf

uvghsuvu uhbha ,t vvev v,t ;t 'ovhrcsc tkt vumn rehgc okugk kwzj uekjb tkau swhc hp kg trnn tuva
tka hbpn 'vh,usku, kg oukta tku ovh,ucrn vrehg ugnaa 'vh,usku,c ot uekjb tk uc tmuhf /ifrm kf uana

,urek vcuj ot uekjb tku 'ihehksn iht vncu ihehksn vnc ?uekjb vn kg /tk ot ,cac rb ihehksn ,hcrg awe
,hrjac gna ,t ihrue h,nhtnu ,hcrgc gna ,t ihrue h,nhtn ?uekjb vn kg /tk ut ,hrjau

swctrk vkcev rpxk vnsev

27. The Torah Shebichtav is to the Torah Shebe’al Peh in the relation of short notes on a full and extensive lecture

on any scientific subject.  For the student who has heard the whole lecture, short notes are quite sufficient to

bring back afresh to his mind at any time the whole subject of the lecture.  For him, a word, an added mark of

interrogation or exclamation, a dot, the underlining of a word etc. etc. is often quite sufficient to recall to his

mind a whole series of thoughts, a remark etc.  For those who had not heard the lecture from the Master, such

notes would be completely useless.  If they were to try to reconstruct the scientific contents of the lecture

literally from such notes, they would of necessity make errors.  Words, marks etc. which serve those scholars

who had heard the lecture as instructive guiding stars to the wisdom that had been taught and learnt, stare at

the uninitiated as unmeaning sphinxes!

Commentary of Rav S. R. Hirsch on Shemot 21:2

• Which is the ‘ikar’ Torah for Rav Hirsch?

• Is this a chiddush?  How  would most people see the relationship between TSBP and TSBK

28.hahkav ekjvhpk curv ,gsf ihsv ovc expbu 'ubrnta unf ,eukjn ,kpub ovcu ',usnv ,jtc usnkba ohbhsv ov '
///// vkce uc ubgna tka vn kfc tkt i,nu tanu ,eukjn kup, tku ///// ubnseva ohkkfv

'vjfa ut vkcec ,ugy ,njn ,eukjn ovc vkpbu 'vann vkce ,eukjn ovc aha ohbhsv oda caja hn ,rcx kct
rcs wv hj vz vbv ////// gunak lhrma vn kf ucrn gna tka ut 'jfaa ut 'u,kcec vgy hbavu u,kcec esum sjtvau
thcvu /kyc vz kfu 'vru,v ,t ubkce ovna ohabtc sauju 'ohkkfk oht,n tku iufb h,kc rcs tuvu 'stn rzunu vbudn
iufb vzu vann kcuen aurhpva utmna hpk 'sunk,c ohtmnbv ohnfj hrcs ,ghsh yughn uz ,sxpb vpeav hshk o,ut

///////////// iuhgv hfrsc usnkba ohausjvu ohkcuenv ohkkfv ihc ukhscv tk ov kct 'ubnseva ohkkfv hpk
 vbank o"cnrv ,nsev

E]
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