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TORAH, TEXT AND TRANSMISSION
2 - SINAI AND TORAH SHEB'AL PEH

OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015
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* We saw this source in Shiur 1. Does it relate to Torah Shebichtav or TSBP or both?
A] Sources in Chazal that Moshe received every detail at Sinai
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* |s there a tension in this source as to the nature of ‘Chiddush’? How might it be resolved?
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* How are we to understand that Moshe received the whole of Chumash and Nach? Can Chazal be suggesting that Moshe knew the
entire Chumash at Sinai (albeit in oral form - see last shiur). If so why did he send out the spies!!?
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* The Talmud was not complied until around 500 CE (1800 years after Sinai). Are we to understand that Moshe received the actual
wording of the Talmud, with all of its later historical and linguistic references and simply passed this down through the generations?
* |s there such a thing as Chiddush? Are we ‘writing the script’ or ‘reading from it’.

B] Sources in Chazal that Moshe did NOT receive every detail at Sinai
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* How are we to resolve the contradiction - did Moshe receive all the details or just the principles?

C1] Resolution 1: The Rambam, Actual’ and 'Potential’ Torah, and the Derashot
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* What does it mean that Torah was given ‘in potential’?
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e What was Moshe missing? Did he not understand the specific details or, rather, did he know the details but just lacked the
information as to how to connect them to the verses?
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* Was Rabbinic law commanded by God? How do we say 1y%) on a Rabbinic mitzvah?

1. RavZev Wolf Einhorn of Vilna (d. 1862) - classic perush on the Midrash Rabba printed in the standard edition
2. PNDMTIVIY
3. R’Moshe Glasner (1856-1924) (great-grandson of the Chatam Sofer)
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C2] According to this resolution, which parts of TSBP DID Moshe receive at Sinai!?

(a) GufeiTorah
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* What does the Rambam mean when he says that the ‘gufei HaTorah’ were given to Moshe at Sinai?
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(b) Klalim
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(c) Peirushim Hamekubalim
(d) Halacha LeMoshe MiSinai

(e) ‘Global’ Nevuah

C3] According to this resolution, which parts of TSBP did Moshe NOT receive at Sinai!?

* Rabbinic legislation (which started then but mostly came later)
* The derashot which link the halachot with the pesukim
* Halachot derived later through ‘drash’ and ‘sevara’

D] Resolution 2: Moshe did not transmit all the Torah that he received
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E] Resolution 3: Moshe received ALL the details at Sinai
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27. The 7orah Shebichtav is to the Torah Shebeal Peh in the relation of short notes on a full and extensive lecture
on any scientific subject. For the student who has heard the whole lecture, short notes are quite sufficient to
bring back afresh to his mind at any time the whole subject of the lecture. For him, a word, an added mark of
interrogation or exclamation, a dot, the underlining of a word etc. etc. is often quite sufficient to recall to his
mind a whole series of thoughts, a remark etc. For those who had not heard the lecture from the Master, such
notes would be completely useless. If they were to try to reconstruct the scientific contents of the lecture
literally from such notes, they would of necessity make errors. Words, marks etc. which serve those scholars
who had heard the lecture as instructive guiding stars to the wisdom that had been taught and learnt, stare at

the uninitiated as unmeaning sphinxes!

Commentary of Rav S. R. Hirsch on Shemot 21:2

* Which is the ‘ikar’ Torah for Rav Hirsch?
* |s this a chiddush? How would most people see the relationship between TSBP and TSBK
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