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TORAH, TEXT AND TRANSMISSION
1 - SINAI AND TORAH SHEBICHTAV
OU ISRAEL CENTER - SUMMER 2015
DYWN PHY 1NIT NWND NHMIN NI T NNY MINNDN NNNN DY ,NNOY NININD PHNND NN 1.

‘N IPY - 0ANINY DMPY I
* Which ‘Torah’ is this talking about?
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3 Critical Quest,
* When was the Chumash given to Moshe?

* When was the Chumash transmitted by Moshe to the Jewish people?
* When was the Chumash written down?

AJ] When was the Chumash given to Moshe?
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* According to R’ Yishmael, what is the nature of the Torah that was given at Sinai?

* What does this disagreement tell us about their understandings of the Sinai?
* Which view would you expect us to follow? Which view would we normally follow in a halachic debate? Is this a halachic debate?
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* How do ‘Sinai’, ‘Ohel Moed’ and ‘Arvot Moav’ fit together with the actual books of the Chumash?
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* Which view does Rashi on Chumash quote? RabbiYishmael or Rabbi Akiva?

* How do ‘Sinai’, ‘Ohel Moed’ and ‘Arvot Moav’ fit together with the actual books of the Chumash? Where in the Chumash are the most
mitzvot to be found?
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Mitzvot by Parshiot
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Research and graphics by Yael Manning based on Sefer HaChinuch

* The mitzvot clearly appear in the Chumash in three major communications. Where were the Jewish people during these
communications? Sefer Shemot is at Sinai. Sefer Devarim is in Moav. Where was Sefer Vayikra (Ohel Moed)?

O ©W39H PHINP3 0 ,IHDD N3 DL PNB 53P5 OF IDBVY3 "D ID3" £1ID 10,110 T3 1HS D3N 1 PYT N 7.
5D DM3D DT PIM DL OMINHID DWPEND 53 DO 'D W37 5O phH P3O IDD3 DEN 3D> PMIEHID PIMD S OMENID
H1D 7193 £ITPD D5IMED ,HID I3 LITPD S5H HIDD PM3D LIS 1 PNV 1IIDEN SID3 IPLPED (p:7> pIve) DY
D55 T3 VINDXE DMNND DIND O DD , D23 P10 1P 20D (=5 or) INDXE DLID DM33 15 DINE DINB3 IEND
JBIL? PBY D123 70P 020 DIHD 019379 10 Iy 15 DIPD 019379 PP 75 302 (1> pep or) INHY IMEHID PMI33 OWHLYS
PYSND 55 5D INEHID DWIPLY ,DWEP3N PH3 OMMBY MIPL PHED PHID DI33 DIMBY PHNI> HID N3 LITPD 5N
QW3 1633 D DN ,OWELND S5 PHY 'D 1337 35 PP (315 oE) DNEHID DM33 INHE WD DWDEND 51 SDY PMEHID
DISND 53 5P 1) DD ,9L0 723 00 293 IHIL? 03 31 W03 D [P0 5P PINND) OWOLNI) OIPPI D3P (1m3 1h9%) PINADD
:PHID DM33 192 PIC DWOLHD IHHY 703 INLHID P33 INDIE DWPLHMN

DHID P33 PV 101 DPLL) DUPLH PWIZLD) DXL WDIDDL NS 533 PW3ED 99D NEHID PI3D PR3 MM
..... DENYY DPYTPTI DWID3 DINH> PHED

N:DD NP )"anY
* |s the Ramban following the shitta of R’ Akiva or R’ Yishmael? In what way does he bring those views together somewhat?
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* How are we meant to understand the shift in the nature of mitzvot from Shemot to Vayikra/Bamidbar to Devarim?

B] Mitzvot that Moshe Did Not Know

* What are the 4 occasions on which Moshe did not know the halacha?
* How does Moshe not knowing the halacha fit with with the shittot of R’ Akiva and R’ Yishmael?
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* Which shitta does the Maharal follow and how does he resolve the issue?
* Based on this, is there ANY opinion now that the entire Torah was given explicitly to Moshe at Sinai?

C] When was the Chumash given by Moshe to the Jewish people?
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D] When was the WRITTEN TORAH given?
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* When was the Chumash received - according to R’ Yochanan; according to Reish Lakish?
* According to each of them what was received on Sinai?
* What are the different views of Rashi and Ramban on 131 1223 N30 and NIN% NINN
* What was the nature of Chumash during the 40 years in the desert according to each view - fixed? fluid? written? oral?
* Atwhat point was there a final version of Chumash?
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* What is surprising about this verse? How would you answer the problem?
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* Which view is the Rambam following here?
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* What are the roots of the concept NN2 NN OTPIM PPN in the debate from Gittin that we have just analyzed?

20.

Insofar as the sequence of the giving of the sections of the Torah, and identification of the places and the times of their
being transmitted requires painstaking analysis and much study, and many sections of the Gemara with back-and-forth
dispute are dedicated to the topic, such as the sections in Gittin 60a and Chagiga 6a, we have thought it worth-while to
present what we have concluded from our analysis of the topic:...

It is clear from the words of our Sages that all six hundred thirteen commandments were taught to Moshe on Mount Sinai
during those forty days, and the opinion of Rabbi Akiva, found in Chagiga 6, is that both general principles and details were
stated at Sinai, [and this is also the opinion of Rashi in his Commentary on the Torah at the beginning of Parshas Behar].
And in the second period of forty days, the Holy One Blessed is He returned to him the entire Torah, for it would not be
proper that he should retain anything from what he had learned during the initial period of forty days, for that Covenant
was broken. And also, Moshe was not commanded to write them yet, nor to transmit them to the People of Israel, except
for in the special cases of particular commandments that he was commanded to give over to the People of Israel.

But nevertheless, he was not commanded to write them, according to the one who says that the Torah was given as a
“complete aggregate” [Gittin 60a], and when the Mishkan was erected, the subjects that he had learned at Sinai were
reviewed with him, in the Ohel Moed. And there remains room to speculate as to whether all the six hundred thirteen
commandments were reviewed with him in the Ohel Moed at one time, or whether only those which the People of Israel
were being commanded at that time were reviewed with him.

And at the Plains of Moav the commandments were taught to him a third time, and the Divine Presence was, as it were,
speaking from the throat of Moshe. And this time he was commanded to write them down, in accordance with the

language that had been spoken to him in the case of each individual section at the time that he had been commanded to

transmit them to the People of Israel.
And among them were commandments that were written in the language in which he had received them at Sinai, and

commandments in the language in which they were said to him in the Ohel Moed, and some in the language of the Plains of
Moav. And there were some that had been repeated and some that were taught a third time, and all the writing was
“dictated, as it were, from the mouth of Hashem, through the hand of Moshe.”

And there were changes in the language in the case of some commandments that had been taught at Sinai and at the Ohel
Moed and at the Plains of Moav. That variation was to hint to us in its written form, the Torah was taught to Moshe at
Sinai in the form of “Torah she-b’al peh,” as our Rabbis have received the Tradition, to interpret the Torah according to its

words written in the short form and those written in the long form and those written with transformations of letters.

Chazon Ish Moed 125'

* How does the Chazon Ish answer differently?
* Why does any of this matter? Is it a debate on the historical issues? If not, what is it really about?2

1. Translation from Torah Lab - see http://www.torahlab.org/calendar/article/what_happened_at_sinai/
2. Formore insight into this Chazon Ish and the issue of the nature and structure of the Chumash generally, see the following series of shiurim from Mori VeRebbi

Rav Meir Triebitz - http://www.hashkafacircle.com/category/structure-of-torah/
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